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Katurday, March 14, 1903,

Misslons In Fijl

BIBLE BURNING,

Fijian newspaper fBles by the Miowera
wontain lenzithy accounts ef the Hible-
‘burning. The Brat reference to the in.
aident appeated in the “Weatern Pucifie
Merald” on Februsry 13, wherein it was
stated that some months previously
practically the whole of the Fijian in-
$abitants of the provincs of Namosi,
4itherto professed Wesleyana, turned
Roman Catholies. Thia eaused no little
axcitement amongst the people. Vurious
weayons were given for the occurrence.
The “lerald” added;—'“Mattera sdvone-
&d arother stage yesterday, We are in-
formed on reliable authority that some
238 Hibles belonging to the Namosi

ople were publicly burned st the
Cathelic mission atation at Naflillili”

fe next issue of the “Herald” con-
tained o letter from Father Rongier,
Becluring thut Loth the faet and state-
4nent as regurds the burning of Biblea
were fale, aml “fram inquiry I fell cec-
4ain you have been isted by some mali-
eious, ill-wishing individual.’”

On February 21 the “Suva Times™ pub-
Jislied a letter signed by the Rev. W.
A, Durns, Wesleyan misalonary, travers-
dng Fuiher Longier’s denial. The letter
goes on Lo say:—"There are sc many
Feputable witiesses, with so much sub-
stantinl corroboration, that ome might
calmly invite i risk of a lawsuit npen
the evidence! “The writer adds: *I
fearlessly assert that except for the
pumber said to have been burned the
statement in the “Hernld” is perfectly
chrrect.”

In his letter to the “Suva Times” Mr
Burns gives a cireumetantial account of
the burning of Bibles, supplied by an
eye-witnéss, according to whom twe er
move cases of books, mostly, if not all,
Bibles and Methodist hymn beoks in
the Fijian tongie, were burned in »
limekiln specialiy erected for the occa-
pion in the grounds of the Catholic mis-
aion station.

The work of tearing up the books be-
fore inserting them in the kiln was
done Dby native girls ot the siation,
supervised by two Eurcpean sisters. My
Burns deelares that he knows of more
than twenty adult spectators, besides a
large mumnber of scheol children old and
imtellizgent anough to be competent wit-
nesses.

In answer to Mr Burne' letter Fother
Rongier wrote to the “Fiji Times” that
the first intimation he had of the burn.
fng wan tle “Herald’s” annoumcement.
Upon making inquiry he found that ae-
eovding to the practice of the Catholic
Church and the strict injunction laid
down in the rubries, which ordain that
oll matevial of & sacred character ap-
pertaining to  Church worehip, includ-
ing Dibles and prayer books, when worn
out shall be destroyed by fire, the Cath-
olic misters at Nailitlili, assisted by =
few pupils, Lad, as they had periodie-
ally bunrned in a biseuit tin  useless
Catholic books and Church material,
burned in & kerosene tin soiled, uscless
Wesleynn Teataments and hymn hooks.
He nsserts that the sistera were not
peivated by Aoy hostils feelings or a
spirit of wanton destruction,

Tn a letter to the “Fiji Times” Mr
Rurns showa that the chazirman of the
Weslrray Mission wrote to Fatlier Run-
gier prior to the publication of Mr
Burns” firat leiter, nsking if the “Fer-
wlds" statement of the burning waa cor-
rect, nnd that Father Rongier failed to
roplv.

Passengers hy the Miowera state that
when the stenmer left Buva excitemcent
way atill high.

Father Rougier hns a letter In tha
press, in which he asks Mr Burns if the
cane were reveracd and he became pos-
sesaed of o quantily of Catholic Testa-
ments and liymn buoks all battered, torn,
soiled worn and no longer acceptabls to
anyone, what would he do with them?
¥e adda, “So far as we Catholivs are
conrerned, we would feel deeply indebted
%o him if he quictly commitied them to
the flames and saved them the risk of
being usrd for riler parpose.

Bpeaking at the Methodiat Conference,
held  lust  week At Bydney, the
Rev. Dr. Brown, general secretary of
missinns, made a lengthy statement re-
garding church affairs in Fiji He said
that wmongst the chief points of con-
mnideration were the aggressiva character
of the work of the Romarm Catholic
Bishop «nd bis missionaries and of the
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ever-inereasing Influx  of  Indianms,
the poliiical wunreat amongst the
Indiana, the political unrest amongst the
nativea caused In a great measurs by
the agitation In favour of federation
with New Zealand, snd the desire for
‘more self-government hy the people.
Thete was & growinyw desire in the minds
of tha Fijizns for higher sducation. An-
other grievance -was the poll-tax Did
the eonference wonder that some of them
felt atrongly on the matter and wantad
ta bring the attention of the Fijian aun-
tharities te their grievance, or if neces-
sary to bring it nnder the notice of the
Rritiah House of Commons? His opinion
was that ns at present levied it was a
cruel injusties. e appealed for an in-
crease of the missionzry staff amongst
the Tndians.

Dhiring the disenssion the Rev Ar Car.
ruthers asked if it waa w fact that on
the oecaaion of the awearing in of the
iovernor the Catholic Bishop wns given
the first place at the function, while the
Wealeyan chairman, who was virtually
RBishop of Fiji, was relegated to an in-
ferior ponition.

Dr Brown replied that it did cecnr.

The Methodist Conference Mission
meeting at Brisbane adopted =
resolution  regarding  the Bible-
burning, expressing their indigna-
tion and apprehension of the ten-
denny teo revive the worst apirit of
ecelaainstioal antagomism on the part
of the Roman Catholiec Chuerch, and that
the product would have disastrous re-

-stilts amongst the Fifiana.

The Meibourne Meathodist Conference
wdopted w Tesolution condemning the
Bible-burning as an atrocious act and a
deliberate insult sffered mot only o the
people of Fiji, but to world-wide Pro-
testanism,

A private letter lately received by a
well-known lady of Dunedin from the
wife of a gentleman very long resident in

‘Fiji wontainy #soms information whiek

is of interest at the pregeni juncture.
The writer  eintes  that SODT
after the warrival of the mew
Governor the natives were informed by
the prieata that the Governor had
brought the new lotu (religion), and
that if they did mot po over to his Intu
their lands would be taken from them
and other psmaliies would be inflicted,
such as bhanishment to other islands, of
which the natives are much afraid. The
Governor, of course, i3 not for a mo-
ment to be thoupht of am cognisant,
atill less as approving, of these steps, but
the effect wpon the native mind is quite
a3 strong ad if he bad actually been so.

CHRISTCHURCH, March 7,

Probably the largest audience that
ever assembled at a Conference mission-
ary mecting filled Durham-street Church
last evening. The president of the
Methodist Conference presided. The
Rev. W, Slade, late of Fiji, gave a
powerful address, Iasting an hour, on
the methods, results and perils of mis-
sionary work, He emphasised two
perils—the communal policy, perhaps
necessary in the very enrly days, but
now, with its irritating poll tax npon
all males over the age of mixteen years,
and with its ordinances of undefined
terms, was wliolly unsunitalle to a people
developing in civilisation. It was not
a suggested federation with New Zea-
land ihat had caused unrest. The un-
rest had been there for at least tem
wears. The other peril was the un.
Christian rivalry of Christ~
ian communions. The Protestant de-
nominations, however foolishly they
might eompete in Home lands, respected
exch other’s defined apheres of opera-
tiona in the foreign field. Ths Roman
Catholica made no such honsurzble eon-
tract. He was not going to denounce
that Church for its creed, but he de-
tested the methods of proseletysing ad-
opted by the Roman Catholics in Fijl.
He remembered hearing on his return to
Fiji in 1890 from Sir Joha Thurston, the
Governor, - that he had been obliged to
put a stop to the attacks of Bishop
Vidal on the Methodist tribes in the
mountains, for the Bishop had gone
from tribe to tribe sowing seeds of dis-
vord. As for the Bible burning report,
he had ne doubts of its truth, for he
knew the character of the Rev. Mr
Burne, from whom the report had come.
Thera waq no saner nor more careful
man in the sifting of natlve evidence in
Fijl. Moreover, the incident was pot
Incounistent with the whole history of
that Church. Mr J. ¥. Arnold, M.H.R,,
followed, and prayed that the enthusi-
asm of the mesting towards foreign
missfons just awakened would slse in-

clude tha wmoral and spiritus] needs of
this eclony. Thers were glimpues of
hell jn New Zealand as well #s in heath-
endom, and the hope of radical referm
must be centred in Him who eame iuto
the world to seok ac) to pave the lost,

Torgan Nows,

A BEVERE GALE,
A BCHGONER AMWERECKEp,

TOKGA, March 2.

On February 19 we experienced here a
wevere pale—not & hurricuns and oo tidal
wave—as was reported should be experi-
enced in Friendly Isles at the same time
as at Tahiti. The gale knocked the cocoa-
muts about, and gererally clesned thinga
up; & few sheets of iron were stripped
off, but otherwise little damage was
done. The ss. Rotekine, en her voyape
to here, due February 16, fell in with the
same weather, and hed to ‘heave-to,
which delayed her wbout thirty hours.
No damage oveurred, her vargo and live
stock being landed in good order.

At Haatal the schooner Croydon Tass
is wrecked, and iz & totsl logs, Other
small vessels are stranded, but can be -
Hoated.

Mr. Hamilton' Hunter, CALG., British
Consul and Agent, is at present i Fiji.

The Orange crop has suffered a Httla
by the recent gale, :

. The King of Tonga in weH, and pre-
Tarations are new being made to cels-
‘brats the snmiversry of his coronation
in March, with which will ‘e wouplel
Princess Balote’s third birthdny.

Good tmins have fallen, and temperate
wreather prevaila

#r Beddon on Current Teplecs.

CHRISTCHURCH, March 7.

Mr Sedden addressed a iarge meeting
at Hanmer Springs last mighf, Refer-
ring to the South Afriean zondiiion of
peacs, he said that had the conditions
been what were wished by the people of
the colony and himself, there would have
been no oceasion for Mr Chamberlain to
visit South Africa. The Boers wonld
never realise the generosity of our na-
tion. They were nbaolutely heaten amdl
never intended to fight any mere, and
yet they were iveated generously and ad.
mitied to a conference, and an arrange-
ment was made so that they esuld come
in voluntarily wmd suwrrender, -

Referring to New Zealand, the Premier
eaid that what the whole colony wanted
waa population. He Had been told that
the number of chiliren was falling off in

the older satiled distrieta, shile in the
newer distrivts thers was & tonsideradbls
inerease. e had dust received a cable
from Lhs %War Offics that the Jmperial
Cold Btorsge Company had pbtalned the
meat contract Yor Cape Colony and Na-
tal, That mennt w great deal Yor :the
soleny, becanse he doped mnder this ar-
Tangrement that wa ahould bave a mar-
ket far & large portion of the beet and
mutton of New Zexland. Under thess
tircumstanees he was plensed that the
eontraet had pone where it had, theagh
¥ wonld have much preferved it had
some to some rolonial eontractor. Hs
hoped the time was not far distant when
the duty of the War Office ‘to amend the
eonditions of ‘the tolonies were vealised.
Thes sonld swpply the Army wnd Nary
m that manner and share in ihe good
thm_g:, xot send -gond British money to
foreign countries. He worild deal next
night with the “bears® who beared the
New Zealand stodies. During 11 months
the xctual revenoe had besn £5551.984,
and the estimate for March was
£740,637. The total for the year would
thos be £6202,000, givieg ae estiomied
surplus of over a guarter of & milliom
pounds. The colony to-Aay stood put as
one of the runst prospersus of any with-
in the Ewmpise, and the outlook was
never better than at the presewt moment.
He wus delighted to foel that all ihe

. bitternesa meomed to have passed away,

ard thai mem and women could grant
others that which they slalowed to enjoy
th lres—independ and  freedom
of thought and astion. He concluded by
asying that he would mndertake to
wanter ewery detail of arhat was required
by Hanmer, and that whbich waa in the
intereats of the -enlony and the district
would be done, 20 far.ss the Covernment
was coneerhed.

Lloser Ssitiomant.

. ‘CHRISTCHURCH, March 8.

The Canterbury members of Parlie-
weent fmve drawn up.a cembined report
urging wpon the Government the weses.
sity ‘for their irmmedintely taking madk
steps as will lead to closer seftlement
of the land in this province. "The Teport
puints ount that in the land taken up by
dregh settlers -the incraaee i -ibe ares
of dhe holdinge 1n Auckkand amounted
1o 607,434 meres; in Taranald, £19.207
acres; and Wellington, 422,480 acres;
while in Canterbury for five years ik
showed an inereased area of only 7418
acred. The report is to be pressnted
to the Premier, and an attempt will ba
mnde to get him 4p inspect land suit-
able for settlement.
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