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The last time
Wellington, 1
lunch in a cer

1 was st g down in
one day eatime my
vn well-known restaur-
ant, in company with Jau an | Mathie-
son. two casual cequaint wnees. The talk
turnel on the prevalence of the gamb-
hn-r spirit in the colony—a subject on
L thers had been a pood deal of
writing in the Wellington papers la‘e y.
Matihic=on, who is foml of

Wi

mova i=ine,

tonk the talk inte hi~ own ban’s anl
nunle me restive with hiz wandy com-
monplages,  So. ot of 4 spivit of inis-

alief, I started questioning hi prewis
ansdl denying his conclusions. 1 pool-
pohed L= lurid pictures of the state

of things produced by the gambling
passion i Wellington and throvghant
the colony. and represented my=elf as
convineed that people attended races in
Xew Zealand chiefly for the pleasure of
seeing the horses run, and that wnines
of chance were never plaved. in elub or
private house. for stakesz that rose
above a merely nowminal value, Jarvis
diil mot join in the talk, but as he ate
hi= lin¢h he listened. and ocrasionally
=milsl.  Mathieson waxed quite elo-
quent in hiz efforts to make me realize
that New Zealand societs, in all ita few
grades, was festering in the grip of a
master vice. But his efforts had been
conspicuously unsuccessful. as far az he
himself could see, when duty called him,
relnctant. back to his office. Duty. less
exacting with Jarvis and me, allowed
us to stroll down and have a smoke
on the wharf.
ond old Mathieson.” said Jarvis.
with hi= eyve absently fixed on a cou-
ple of youth: industrionsly not catch-
ing fi=h. "was just mow speaking from
hearsay, emlarged by hiz own virtuous
imagination. but he chanced to
truth even in his <tr. nze-t statemens. |
van tell you. from personal knowledye,
that. here in Wellington. a tremnendous
amount of gaming goes on both openly
aml secretly. The fan-tan playing of
the Celestinds is not in it with the merry
ibling that prevails generally in soi-
this city
Though. of ¢ 1 was only ‘|mII:
ing Mathieson's leg : preteding to te-
lieve that the cunplt- minded folk of this
scarcely ever think of backinge
ir Tuck at the curd-table or the races
all the same 1'm per=naded.” zaid I. “that
thi~ ery about gambling has been chiefly
-ﬂl Ly the al.lnuM: ALT = tae much

SpeAN

u-nall_\', [ =ee noe lmrm in
I nssure you that what I have said abeut
nbling in this  city  rather under-
statea than aver-states the case”

“Uh,  come now 1  remonstrated.
“You speak as if Wellington was dottst
all over with gumbling hellx.””

“Scarcely that,” returned Jarvis, pla-

minfature

vidly. ~but anyene =
Monte Carle establi~hwment in thi= town
would certainly find a zoml many to
pick and chooze amoeng botween New-
town and Thormdan™

But T seofed at the notion—what 1
really wanted was to prick Jarvis to the
pnint of proving his wores for [ <centel
interesting revelationa.

Naturally. finding my sceptici=in
naying, he tried to demolish it hy giving
me. with great circumspection. seme le-
tail= But at length. finding these did
not convinee. he grew impatient amd less
discreet.

Well. 1 don't

stppoze yvou'll refuse
to believe your own eves.” he «aid.
“Come wirh me to-night. and you'll see
for vourscli whetker I'm talking rot or

wet. DPve the entree of a certan pl oo
into which I my introduce a friend if
1 answer for hi- bringing no ane into
trouble over what may come to this
knowledge there.”  Jarvia looked me
straight in the eves. =l think | ean

answer for youn:”

I gave him all the as-urances he w
e, I do not vielate these by wr
down v w what | learned throeogh him.
il be careful to =ay nath that
comb] possihily lead to the Tarmful wden-
ication of any per-on.

That evening, abont nine s'elock. -lar
vis called for me in a hansom, and we
were driven to a certain house in a plea-
aint part of the toan. 1t was a large
cemfortable-looking house.

*“It has entrances from two strests”
remarked Jarvis, casually. as we walked
up to the front door. “Which iz sume-
thing of an advantage to itz presem
wwoer and occupant. who every evening
las what would be a vonspisuonsly laryge
mimber of visitors if thex all entered by
the =ine door.”

The windows sesed al lighted amd
in< of a popalar waltz, nviting
ears. Hoated oot inta the

nt-

i

B

I oanppose there iz a diine on”

Jarvis. “There aften is, for the w=ir

imad on adan tiiddy voung th
they are, but withont an ounce of
in them. Il o il they don't swspec

Terw Lleeir
fets them have (o speil se freely,
T 1think the wife must know.™”

A smart maidservant adinitted us in
1o the hall and toak onr coats wind hats
from w=,

sOur visit s to Mr Z-—" bl Jay-
vi<, but i Mre ZA-— ix oat home, we
should like to =ee her for a shortt tiee
first.”

Sa we were shown inte a lnrge. weil-
appeunted drawinerorm, in which werve
four badies aml a con of men—uobe of
Inw very  vallow
s lad an ull Tauky
d to be instructing in the art of
winding knitting wool, The other was a

wther comes by the money he
it

hand=ome voung mumn. whoe wis I
pleazantly engaged talking to a very
pretty wirl at the other end of the room.
1 easily divined the girl to be a daughte
of the honse from her likeness to Mis
Z . wher was just then very gracious-
Iy weleoming me as Mr Jarvis’ friemd.
Mres £ was a well-bred, intelligenr
wonan, with  plenty  of vivacity. amd
the hali-bour we spent in her drawing-
room was & listinetly entertaining one
A= | took in the pleasant honmely aspect
of the room—the pair of lovers talking
tazether in low tones on the distant set-
tee—the kindly oild grandmother wirh
her busy knitting needles—the lady of

the house aking mild fun out  of
the debates of our lemisiator-
at that  afternoon’s  sitting — with
the callow yonih and QA eal-

ourie=: lady of uncertain age heiping to
fill in a picture of comfortable demestic
tife, that must have it< replicas i thou-
samds of cotonial homes—it was ditliculr
for me to realize that, wnder this =
rool. the master of the house
suecessful guaning saloon—if .
spoken truth. Yet a closer observation
arested that there was not that pla.
cildity on the brow of the ol lady whi
should have accompanied the ¢lick of
her knitting needles: that, in the bright.
quick talk of our hostess there was now
and then a snspicvien of nervous strain,
amd that the yonng fellow at the el of
the room had not iz thonghts wholly
fixed. as they onght to have been, on rhe
pretty girl by Dis side.

Presently the door
vd, il amother gird, searcely out of
her =chioulda STITN [0 bret'/ 10
thie voom.  Her ¢ ning litile Ln\' ware
a puu[.

“lt's e manner of use
up an imprompta d
mother, the men alw:

=1

s abruptly open-

irying fe
in this imu-(.
¥s sheik off to the

seking  Too and  billiard=,” zhe ex-
claimed, with childish velemence,
“Muimie and 1| auwd the other girls

have been deing vur  be=t, and Jeame
Durham bas been playing the most ra
vishing waltzes; yel as soon as euy backs
are turned the seitisg thin
vne by one.”

Here she canght =~zht of Jdarvis, and
unplored his asststanee. He bussd o iy
retusal on | Lk or dameing puinges
Oy o conspicuons livk of Yonuth
part kept the eager child  from asking
e to beip.

s slip away

“Well, then, Mr Lireen ean conwe.” she
erivd. “You den’l want to wimd any
mue wool  for prisny, doo yeu, M

Then  there’s My Aadvision,
i, you amt Mr Ardviston shonld
tainly be in the uther rovm with -
onan, glinl of the
L rese at ot fLong
torwand

The handsome youn
INterruption seeming|
the sofa and cone
cumpanion,

=1 sl have Jiked to s
vou very arich, Miss Nellw
hurriedly. ~But 1 ean’t t
you. And Pve gol te see Mr 7 .
hefure 1 g

“Oh. bother dud  and

with s

you o tou! said

Mise Nellie rudely.
While her mother reproveld (he spoilt
ehild in a <harp Jitthe ~peech, Tier sister
found an opportunity  te nuermar
ronng Anlviston.
“Yom are leaving me very early, W15

“lhearest. 1 omust!” My vk ears
1t his reply.

Foenight devides whet you anml
happine= 1 be mine. or whether—"
te pawsed.

“Hut yon are snrely never poing e

speak to father to-night abowt —abhowt u-
twa ™ sl asked, sneprised.

“1owav—it all depends on my luek
Al with this odd an=wer he  turned
quichly away and took his Jeave of his
harstos.

A few ninutes later Jareis aml | hade
her sond-night and left the room.
we dill net Jeave the howse. He Led the
iyt the hack of  the Wwilling, ta o
t the end of o ~ide pa ';un_‘:n\ It
hilliand  aml smul.ing_r THeM -
wl wix of goodly size.

From Mias Nellie= remarks T had ex-
preeted Qo il it fal) of the defanlts
daneer= Bot the anly person in i was
pale, sharp-featnral yonng man, in eve
iy ddre~< who wy listleanhy
about the ballz on the tahle.
troduved hinn to e as a son of My,

“Of course, darvis, vou want to see 1
pater.” <abl the sharp-featured  vouny
man. Hut vouwr friend—1 Bope e

meana to mive me the pleasure of  hi.

company aml have & 10y with the ok
liere?”
. e, nathing will sait hic boaok b

an interv
Tanghing
true hlne.

W witls the hoss”

“bes all right,
'

~inl darvis,
Hubert - hes

Hubert ot a Xeen gl af e, “0,
well. ¥ou Know |1|-‘ way¥ 1o the paterts
etnm. Tarvie™ e sid imditforently 5.
he resumed hi< cue.

Jarvis erossaal the room
lwhim?  a ~tork
sereen. It eneluayd o
pieee of 1hie romn am
toothe wall and rea
te the Joeight
Jarvis tonel
af the mirra

aling an apen deorway an
it downw . He matione?
me to e dowa, wmd falkowed  pt o
Lienls, The mirroraloor  lehiml
b MoAbe bottom of the stairs on the
ht was o heavy. baizeaovered door,
Jarvis pave a peenliar fup on this, andd
it <w uns et B g s irto 4 poeoan
illianaely lighted Ly eleetriciiy, . Iy
" Tian =poading in <hague
+ 1o 1 he bil il ~iaekinge room.

anad steppeel
cned Fapoanese
hing bt o <pall
Toms wrirrar tised
from the our
fup of the sereen.
¢ in the frione

vlositig

which mu-1 have by Al alwive 3y,
Il ne windows ul pn’-h.ll-l\' )
e inte existence ticst as oa bapge, un.

il o sowith it rich

paprers aml 1 ul carpet and vari

IATion was

wantedl (o conerive the origr

Aboul twenty men of va
teal ut [
v the centre of which was

TS wpre

“hinpel talde,
ity like

{Continnued on page T45.)




