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Topics of the Weel.

— Al S
What Wilt They Do ¥ith 117 A Dying Art.

‘Fo provide inuncent entertain -1, for I comversntion, vhe ol the most dev
others is ons: of the mowst phe t and  Hghtiul of the ars, already  dead, or

wost pracious of those bumuan fwctions
of which vur lives ure, oy should be, rads
up, so the giad pespie of Aucklaed arve
to be congratulited on baving fu
the coluny al lavge, amd more p
Iy the affectionnte sister pore of AWels
lington, with & contimtous  series  of
jokes en-lh miore excruciniing thun the
lugt, which lave furpsished lucd for
frivolity, fo1, well, ene hesitales to re-
metiber how many years Luck. In that
“enfant Levrible,” the Auckland Harbour
Board, the novilern meivopelis has foy
years possessed o Yfat bey,” whose ex-
treme lethargy when asleep.aa has usual-
1y been Lthe enre, and whose diverting
blunders when awake, have far owistrip-
ped anything imaged in Retion, and have
left the famous original of Clharles
Bickens simply nowlere. Lo Le sure, the
financial flesk of Anchland hus  veen
made 1o “erecp” on oceasion, but did nut
the aviginal fat bey say to his mistress,
old Mrs  Wardle, “f wants to flexh
eveep.” It is part of the vole, and one
of Anckland’s ndvanteges, in owning a
fat Doy Khe latest prank  of  this
faurceur—asy the Freneh would say—is
now well known. It is even somewlst
more expensive  thaun any which  have
gone,before, but us it is infinitely ore
Iudievons and txanscends mortal helief in
the direction of blunderivg, ne donbt 1he
matepayers will put their hands in their

2 vkets with pleasure, ferling well repaid -

by the laughiter which vesounds froin nhe
cnd of the colony 1o the other, The Ad-
miralty House joke is alnost an old one.
It is one of those ol uneomimoen sort of
Jokes where you foresee the point almost
23 8001 1% the <tory is storted, and begin
to simmer with tjoyment . graduzlly
working up te n violent erescendo of un-
contiollable lavghter. With the Awnch-
Innd Hasbouy Board indecd alt these
slories are of the “gronce in the  gon
rou” avler, for cveryone koows 'em by
heart, aud cannot hut fauplh consiimelty,
Une may picture a mewmber telling e
yarn as foitows:  “Well, you see—snig-
ger—I lhoughit we ought Lo have an Ad-
miralty louse; not a conmion-sense Htile
place surtable for he resident ntficr’s
wife, ete, but something to adid to onr
eellectivns, Tla, ha. ial ®o T ups and
bounres, pud blutls the Hoard--ho, ha. ha
~—aml b rets a-tenders enlled for o certain
amount, and gets a site from (he Govern-
ment. Oh! that sile-—ha, ba. ha. ke, Lin,
ha-—that nite-—Lin, ho, ha! Qughi to have
been speli. sight 2o, site, <ight )T, hn,
hol—anid s the prize  desion eost too
el we amended the amount—heo. hnt——
amt we nps and builds what, yow'll all
agree, is the most ‘stvordinary huilding
ever seen in the efty. And. best joke in
world. started it even when ol Bean-
wont refused to lay a feundation stene,
beeanse e never would live in it,  And
now--bo, ho, ad tib (hadding sides and
ganping)—Lest, joke in world—-ha, ha. ho.
*Kense my panting.  Another admieal re-
fused to live in it, and we dan't know
whut to de. and we've  spent 28540,
Eee! €850 of other folks'  money.
Roat”  fHubdides  intn  peroxrams  of
Iunghter), loudly echoed by Southern
eilirs.  Aucklanders rmile wanly, and {vv
and look ae il they enjoved it while My,
Napicr makes ready for the next grand
coup.

Mot serionslv, what will ther da with
it? Reidentially. it is out of the ques-
tion, A nan who ean nfford about €300
or £400 0 yeav rent §a apt to {nrn up Lis
moge ut an alwnathere of railwayve and
factory cmuts and smokea.  The Auck-
Tand Ministers’ recidence was put for-
ward as a joke, but there waa o tinkla
af eavnestness behingd it. More unlikely
things hnve happened. A junior elal, a
heme for ineurulles. Veterans’ Tome and
ather propositione have heen put for-
ward., but why not make it the Harbouy
Roard ffier. and sell or lepse the haild-
Inga they accupy ot presept ! There would
be somcthing very apprapriate in their
acenpyving the strange atructuwre. Failing
thia, Awckkand might present the Duild-
ing to Mr. Napier aa & porpetunl monu-
went ta the combined magacity and pee.
tinacity which forced it upon an cawill-
Ing olty.

mevely dying, and to be restored to its
pristine vigewr akd Leauty -if prowmpt,
wire ik effective Jacasurea ure taken?
Several articles have appeared of late
in the marazines vcomnmeirting  on  the
alnsiers gid custoins of polite society,
past atied present, amd contrasiing the
Intter with  the  former, nowh
projudive,

to our
There i3 & good deat to be
sadd on Loth sisles, T oimagine.  We are
probably less puonciilioas and  courtly
than onr great-grnullathers, and  ape
NOW i Do Gl fot respeet; hut on the
nther hamd, we have virtnes which were
alenied war ferbears, We are not dronk
in the presciive ol ladies, ner do we
swear befope thei nor a6 them, a5 was
seme line the fashion. Bat Yhere ean
e uo doubt that the arvt of conversation
has declined. The Wittle of wit, ths
fdelicale duel of repartee. whick: were so
provounced & Jeature of the days when
greal budies hell msalous” ave as extinet
& Lthe mea and the dode. And it is it
anything worse in New Zealand than in
the OLL Country. Bright, briek, intelli-
genl tolk on men  auwl  books, musie,
drnma ar evenls of iderest i the world:
i vavely met with, The good falker s
contpiceaus by his or her absence, amd
the  mnde subutitute—ilke continual
clintterer, nitlh 2 perpetual  flow. of
wornds words, words—is o poor amd a
weary subsiitute, “The ewsving for ex-
ciement, the fasie for cavda. the love
af the mest Trashy  entertainments- in
the divectiou of misical farce awl faves
entiealy, are  probably vesponsibie fov
fhi= deferioration, A few Lours at ping
poay s doubiles cinating, at least so
it seemed Iast winter, but is havdly the
soet  of  evening  which  will  re-
»ult  in any  inereare  of  mental
culture ov intellectual betlevment.  But
vel ping pong ansd progressive cavd part-
fes Fonvish, and elnbs for  facilitatiog
play thereat abound exeeadingly; wiere-
as Shahspere Clubs aod similar efforts
rer 1hivking have langnish-
Faise cultnre and sham
intellaci uality are, of conr=e, anesthesia,
Retter far  rank philistinism wad ping
pong than alecied  nestheticism amd
cani, And it must be confessed we have
not always been free of thewe two, but
& lappy medivan may at least be struek,
and it would be agrecable i some effort
were nide in edusated eiveles to Lring
dinner table and supper Lable tale and
general ronversation in wixed company
fo x Ivighter amd rather higher inielleet-
ual lovel than it at present oveupies.
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The Holba Managsment,

A vory enmmon topic of grneral eon-
versation doring the past week or so
throughoul ihe colony has been the tae-
tivs vesurled to by the managers of the
recent Melba {ovr to make that venlure
as  remnmerilive as possilble. A

Tery
Invge number of porsens have eaustical-
Ty eriticived the methods by which it
was pudemvoured to extract 1he last pos-
vibte guinra from the nusie lovers of the
evlony, amd a veally rather extraordin
ary amuvunl of billerness appears  to
Tatve Deen generated amongst foik usual-
Iy sood-natured envugh fn the disburse-
nmiends they muke ou their personat plea-
sures,  Llaving heard a goud many ad-
verse apinions, aird scaveely eome feross
one champion for Mr Musgrove, it seems
botli fzir and interesting to set forth
ihese prievances, and them 1o mee if

“aHer all there i3 not something to be

#sid for the otlwer side, and whether in
point of fact there weve any lepgilimate
grievameey at pll. The churges against
the management ave rinuple. They are
as thus: That a guinea and a half-
guinca were quoted s the prices of a
scat, but that the opening of the half-
gruinea plan was held back till the very
last possible moment to make certain
that witheut “any possible, probable
doubl- whatever” the very witermoat
Kuines waas extracted belore anyone wae

let in at tem and eixpenee, and that the
management endeavoured, in short, to
bluff 1he public to tuke guinea wrals.
Further, it was objected that when
guinea seats were found to be not all
filled they were sold for balf & guinea,
wud fnally that at the last momunt wo
inconsiderable number of fortunnte eco-
pomists heard the great diva for the
modext sum of a crown  The charge is
true, bui it one considers it sanely,
where is the grievance? The saune prin-
ciple iy observed in commeree, and no
oue cousilers themsebves dtl-used. I
a man can el muallet at gixpeonce a-
piece he dues se Gl his market is ex-
hausted,  Tihen he taps a secumd section
of tie public by selling them at fowr-
pence, and fieally, As we see so often,
=Nin line Auckland wnllet for a shil
ling™ wre soic frem a cart in the street
within =n howr of ike time wien the
same pirice was ashed for two only. Pro-
Labiy the reader Las found bimseli walk-
ing home with & fGisle for which he has
patiad foste Liimes as mueh as he need bave
dune hal be had mere patience or fore-
wight., but does he feel any bitterness
amuinst the fish merchant with whom he
did Dusiness?  Awssuredly not, if he is
a reaxonable mau, Well, the Melba tie-
ket business iz on all fours with this,
The wan who purchased his seat for a
suinea 9id se becanse he doubted if he
would he able to get a seat at hali that
priee. He puid for securvity. and got it.
He has no possible eause for eomplaint
beeanse someons who was willing to take
the risks managed to get a seat 1ol to
Nim, or as good as his, for any smaller
smn.  The management fuitilled  iheir
contract to him all right, where is his
trouble? The oll pavable of the lord of
the vinevard aml the penny a day ap-
plies,  The pubiic are alw, somewhat
prone to disparage theatrical manage-
ments fur trying to exploit their pockets
io the furthest powsible exteunt, and to
forget that theatrical vemtwves are
arvanged for the sole purpese of making
us much money as possible, We do it,
all of us. in cur variows sinesses, and
should feel justly indignant if anyons
tonk exception to the same. DBooming
is prefeetly degitimate — one takes all
ads ortising with & litile salt, and if one
nllows oneseli to be bounced into going
t0 a consert or entertainment by lavish
adverlisewen!, and then considers that
the puff was better Than the fare provid-
ed, why, the Wameisreally onone’s own
head. The art is practiced aif the year
Jonnd, aud ene mnat either learn to dis-
«riminale or be content to take one’s
luck,

o -2 o o o .
An Ago of NIl admirandi.

Every man—and far the matter of that
every woman—({one cannot always be
using the “his or her”) Mas, T iwagine,

experiencad in a more or tegs acute de-
gree the distressing chill which nuinbs .

1 human being. when having exhibited
his pet view or most notable lecal lion
to a visitor whom it is desized rither to
please or impress, he finds that he has
entirely failed to kindle any answering
enthnsingm to his own (which already
beging to appear somewhat ridiculous),
and that bis eareful creseendo of effects
has altogether failed in its
Equally, everyane has, 7 snppose, frlt the
gradual growth of exasperalion when an
enthusiastic host or gunide is for ever
foreing our emotions, for ever iacitly
demnanding admiration (at the point of
the bayouet, as it were) and for
ever peeving delightedly info onr faces
to see if we are suffiviently impreased.
Wh cks of everyday
life is the most disagreeable, I do not
care to pronounce. Tiuless we are cave-
ful we probably expevience bolh with
toleratle frequency, nnd. at the time
rach appears to be wmore hateful than
the oither. But the cause at the bottom
of both is eminently characteristic of the
nge. Broadly speaking, it is the ape
when we wonrder at nothing, when we ad-
mire pothing, . Spasnur of enthuriasm
may pass over uw, the eniotions may be
temporarily galvanised intoe some ecute
form by an exceptional oceurrence, It
it is en evanescent ¢Meot, and to
produce it the raunee must be ever and
enormotisly  increased.  Wa  accept
every wonder of eleetricity without
romment. We talk to persons miles up-
on miles distant. we are whisked along
by & force of which ithe majority of us

purpose.

know abselulely nothing. We bave our
news flushed from  every part  of the
world instanter; but the marvel of it all
mever appeals to w3, and thers in mot a’
thinkable discovery whicrh would eanze us
one gasp of astonizhinent. As a fellow-
pruman obasrved in a somewhat similar
artivle, we should only observe "Oh,
well” These thonghts were engendereil by
the absolwle frostiness of the awdienca
in Aucklanil with regnrd to Melba. They
applanded, it s true, biut it was merely
connuercial applause, tha premeditated
clague of an audience which, having paid
a mote than usual price for seats, wan
tteteriuined to have wmomney’s worth
and more if it eould get it. There was
not one spark of passion or true feeling
in it, not one fraction of that subtle
and indeacribable hut unmiatakealle cur-
rent  of  emetion which will  swecp
through a prrhaps silent gathering on
occasion, and which brings a lump into
the throat and sends a shiver down the
spine.  Yet, suvely, the great diva shantl
produce that effect. -Sha does prodites
it we know at “Ilome? elar ghe counld
never have risen to a position in Fardpe
which monarch: might envy, and held
her ronrt to which even sovereipne sent
representatives ov greetings. Was it
becanse admiration was forced on ws—
that well-known hritation of which I
spake it the fizst few linea—or wan it
that we are ceasing to be able to ad-
mire? Certainly I Teard no one, sava
onr. almit Hsappointment, yet fow were,
a4 far as T could judge, genninely moved.
Straugn it ja. my masters, passing strange,
The exception T heard of & worth re-
peating. fur. for coloysal impadener, virl-
garity and inteliectual ancbbery it must
remain A record, A lady in Auckland in-
tormed a friend that she was “sp dis-
gusted afler Melba's firat item, that
ghe went cutside and sat in her "bus
till the eoncert was over.”” Was there
ever anyihing more mmonumental than
this? Ta unet “disgusted” delicious—a
very gem of blatant igneranee and com-
contrated quintessence of coneeitt

~ Beaaty, splender, elogance! Rich
and beavy braids! Long and flowing
{resses! ’

Ayer's Hair Vigor feeds the hair
and makes it grow long and heavy. It
stops falling of the hair, complotaly
cures dandruff, and keeps the scalp
¢lean and healthy.

As a dressing fer the hair you will
certainly Lo greatly pleased with it.

Ayer's Hair Vigor
' You can always wely upen it for
resloring color to your gray hLair, all
the full, rich color it had in early life.
‘Thers is no doubt about this, ¥You
need have no fear of being disap-
pointed. e speak with a knowledge
that covers over fifty years of experxi-
_ence with this valuable preparation.
Do not be deceived by cheap imita-
tions which will only disappeint you.
Make sure that you get the gennine
Ayer’s Hair Vigor.
Prepared by Dr. J. . Ayer & Go.. Lawell, Mass.. U.S.A,

WOMAN'S UNFAILING FRIEND.

TOWLE'S

- For Femalen.
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PILLS

Oldeat, 8atest, and oniy Rellable Romedy
for all Ladles’ Alimenis sxtant,

Quickly correct mll ulnrities, remove

all Obsatruoctivns, and Ralleve the Distrags-
log Bymptoms so provalént with the Eex.

FREFARLD ONLY A
E. T. TOWLE CoO.,
45, LONG hOW, ROTTICHAM, ENCLARS,
and seld by 91 Chamists and Biores
throughout Austtalasls.
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