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engines and the remainder of the vital

of the ship. Their
chief .  srmament consiata of
eight . of the wellknown 4.7 and

eighit 3-pounders. Little need be sid
ss vegards their mrmament,
merit of the 47 inch gun is such as to
need no eulogistic reierences here, and
it is doubtful if for this cluss of veasel
s better weapoh for defensive pu
could possibly be chosen. Al of these
ships are nuw becoming somewhat obso-
lete, baving been built in 1839, The
Wallaroo i» at prescut acting as senior
officer’s ship on the New Zealand divi-
gion. her commanding oiicer, Caplain
F. €. M. XNoel. being the senior oilicer,
he having tolieved Captain F. St G.
Rich, of tihe Ringarooma, in that capa-
eity in Novembler of lust year. Both
the Wallaroo and 1limgarooma have
gnent nearly the whole of their time on
this atation, arriving liere in 1501, in
pursnanee of the agrcement  betwaen
Great Britain and the colonies of Auns-
tratia and New Zealand, but the third,
the Phoebe. is alinost a stranger to New
Zealand, Prior to bring sent to Aus.
tralia esrly in 1031 ghe had heem for
several vears on the W Uoast of
Africa statiow, o that during her, for a
ship. long life =he has seen service in
many parts of the worlk
The little Karrakatta has a displace-
ment of but 7353 toms, o that it may
be easily scen that should =he by chance
have encountered foul weather she
would have bren in a wost perilous
state. Fortumately, Lowever. for the
ship and all on board of her, this did not
oceur. The [ollowing are her principal
dimensiona: Lenzth, 230 feet; beann, 27
feet: mean draught, cizht fect three
inches. For anmwament she earties two
4.7 and 4 3-pounders. besides  bhaving
sereral torpedoces. Her official descrip-
tion is first-clazz  torpedo gunboat, a
type well known in the service. The
Boomerang, sister ship, is npow in re-
serve at Sydney. Owing to her emal
displacemnent and consequent semall coal
capacity. the Karrakatta has oniy ence
hithierto been ordered on service in New
Zealand waters. Her safe  passage
aeroas was on the present occasion as-
pisted by a friendly tow of 500 miles by
the Roral Arthur, in the course of which
a wire lairser broke, neces:itating a
short delay whilst & strenger wire was
pasaed between the ships in mid ocean.
"7 The remainder of the squadron are of
_ & type that is rapidly disappearing from
His Majesty’s service, vie., asted sloops,
and it iz only on accourt of the long
distances to be traversed between the
Islands, which must necessarily be done
uuder sail, that they are retaived on the
station.

A BRITISH WARSHIP.

LIFE OX BOARD.
FROM ‘ﬁlE CAPTAINX TO THE TAR.

The visit of the Australasian =quad-
yon lends interest to the following ar-
ticle describing life on a British warship.
1t is taken from the London “Spectator”;

WAs in a towa, we have here men of all

for the

sorts and professions, we find all manner
of human interests eropping up here in
1imes of leisure, and yet the whole com-
oy have one feeling, one interest in
¢ommon, their ship, and through her
their pary.

FIRST OF ALL COMFES THE CAPTAIXN,
who, in apitc of the dignity and grandeur
of his position, must at times feel very
lonely, He livea in swiul state, & sen-
try (of marines) eontinnally puarding his
door, and although he does unbend at
stated times as far az inviting a few offi-

‘cera to dine with him, or accepting the

officers’ invitation to dine in the ward-
room, the reluxatioh must not come too
often. The commander, who is the chief
executive cfficer, is in & far better posi-
tion os regards cowfort. He cotes be-
tween the captain and the actual diree-
iion of affairs, he has a spariens eabin to
hiwself, but he takes his mesls at the
ward-room table among all the officers
above the rank of sublieutenant, and
shares their merriment, the onty subtle
distinction made between him and every-
body else at such times being in the little
word “sir.” which is dropped adroitly in
when be is being addressed, For the rest,
naval nous is so keen that amidst the
wildest fun when off duty no oflicer ean
feel that his dignity is tampered with,and
ther pass from soclability to east-iron dis-

cipline and back again with an ease
amaging to a landsman. R

THE WARD-ROOM
of a battle-ship is a pleazant place. It is

& speeious aperument. taking in the whole
width of 1he ship, handsomely deenrated.
and lit hy electricity. There is nsually
8 piano, & good libvaiv, ard seme hand-
rowe plate for the table. It is available
not oniy for meals, but as a drawing-
room, a commmca  meeiing-ground  for
licutenant=z. marine officrrs, rurgeons.
chaplain and senior enginecrs. where
they may unbend and exchange views, a8
well as enjoy wue another’s soeicty free
from the grip of the collat. A Iittle lower
down in ihe scale of authoritr—as well
as actually in the bnll of the ship—comes
the gun-focm, the aflix being o survival,

" and having no actual significance now. In

this respeet both ward-ocm and gun-
Tom have the advantage over the eap-
tain’s cabin, in which there are & couple
of quick-firing gnns, eausing thoze =aered
precinets 1o be invaded by & small host
of men ot “general quarters,” who mani-
pulate those guns as if they were on
deck. .

THE CUX-ROOAL

is the ward-room over again. only more

s, that is, more wildly hilarions, more
given to ontbursts of meludy and reugh
play. Hore weet the sub-lisntenants. the
assistant engineers and other junior offi-
cere, aml the midshipmer. With these
1z in ewbryo we find » state
ing rhat is of the Righest
service fo them in after life. . Taking
their meais as genilemen, with a senior
at the head of the lable, meeting round
that same {able at other times for social
enjoyient, once they are outside of the
gun-roun door ey have no mare pri-
vacy than the humblest blucjicket. They
sleep and dress and bathe-—live, in fact,
coram publico, which is one of the
keglthiest things, when you come to think
of it, for a youngster of any class. Al-
though they are now oficers in FLAL

pavy, they are still schoslbors, and their

education goea sleadily om at stated
bours in a well-appointed school room,
keeping pace with that sterner Lraining
Lhey are receiving on deck. The mowt

GRIZZLED OLD FEAMAN -
on board must “sir* them, bnt there are
plenty of correctives all around to hinder
the growth in them of any fulae pride,
On the same deck ia to be found the com-
mon reom of the warrant officers, such
as bo'sun, earpenter, guuner; seges who
have worked their diflicult way up from
tire bottom of the sailor’s ladder through
all the grades. and are, with the peity
ofticers, the mainstay of the service. Each
of them has & cabin of his own, as is only
fitting: Lut hore they meet as do their
superiors overhead, and air their opin-
iona freely. Fut, like the ward-room
officers. they mastly talk “shop.” for they
bave only one great object in life, the
eificiency of their charge, and it leaves
thewn little room for any other topies
Around tlds, the after part of the ship,
cluster also another little body of men
and lad=. the donestics, 2 they are term-
ed. who do their duty of atiendance upon
officers ond waiting at table under all
circemsslances with that reatress and
celerity that ia inseparable from il work
performed in @ ship-ef-war.  Rody-ser-
vantz of officers are usually marines. hut
the domesties are a class apart; strictly
nen-canihatants. yet under naval law and
dizcipline,

- QOTXG “FORRARD,”

the chirf petty officers will be found to
make some attempt at shotting them-
selves apari {rom the gemeral, by ar-
rangements of curiaing, ete. all Hable
and ready to be flang into ablivion at the
fir<t nate of a byle. For the rest. their
lives are absalutely public. No one
haz a eorrer that he may call his own,
nnless perhaps if is his “ditty box,” that
little case of nfedles. thread. and et
reteras that he needs eo often, and ia
therefurs allowed to keep om a shell
near the spot where he eats.  Each
man’s elothes are kept in g bag. which
has ft2 alloited place in a rack. far
awar from the =pot where hizs hammaock
and hed are spirited off to every morn-
ing at 5 o'clock, to lie concealed umtil
ihe pipe,

“POTWN FLAMMOCES”

at night. And yet by the arrangement
of “mess each man has in sommon
with a few others a settled spot where
they wmeet at a common table, even
thenghk it be not shut in, and is liable
to swdden dizappearance during an eve-
lution. So that & man’s mess becomes

his rallying point; H is there that the
young bluejacket or marine learss world-
ly wisdom, and many other thin;n The
practice of keeping all bedding om the
move s it Were, having mo permament
sleeping -placea, requires setiing used te,
but it is & moat healthy one, and even
if it were not it is difficult to see how,
within the limited space of a warship,
any other arrangement would be pos-
sible. Order among belonpings ia kept
by a carefully graduated syatem of finea
payable in soap—any article found
astray by ihe ever-watchinl naval police
being  immediately impounded and held
to ransem. And as every man’a kit is
subject 1o & periodical overliaul by of-
ficers, any deficieney cannoi escape no-
tire.

Every man’s time j« at the dlaposal of
the service whenever it is wanted. bnt
in practice much leisure ix allowed for
reat,

EECREATION  AXD MEXTAL IM-
PROVEMENT.
Phyrsical development is fully looked

after by the rules of the service, but
all are encouraged to make 1he best of
themselves, and no eflort on the part of
any man to better his position is made
in vain. Newhere, perhaps, i viee pun-
ished or virfue rewarde:dl with grealer
prompiitiude, and sinee all puanizhmenta
and rewards are fully public. the lexcons
they conver are never loat. But npart
from the service routine. the civil life
of thiz little world i a eurions and most
interesting study. The industrioua man,
who having bought a sewing machine,
earna substaniial addition to his pay by
ntaking all of his lesa emergetic mess-
mates’ clethes (except boots) for a con-
sideration. the far-seeing man  who
makes his leizure fit him for the time
when he =hzll have Teft the Navr. the
active tomperance man who secks to
bring one aiter the other eof his ship-
mates into line with the ever-mrowing
hody of teototallers that are fas! alter-
ing completely the moral condition of
owr sailots, tie religicus man who xets
permission te hold liz prayer-meeting in
some torpeda flat or casement surraund-
ed by weapons—all these zo tn make up
the wuhtifarious life of a bhiz battleship.
————

Clarke's World-Famed Blood Mirture.—'The
most searching Blood Clennser that gciencs and
medical skil] haro brought to light SufTere:
frown Serol Scarvy, Eczema,
and Blood IMseases,
kind are soliclied to
value. Thousands of wooderful curce have
peen effocted by it, Botles #s 94 each, sold
everywhere. Bewars of worthlees imitations
wnd snbstitnles.

THZ BZGT NATURAL APERIENT WATER.
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For GEUT and RECUAMATISM.

mrernd to the exciusion of all others.

7 Immericims, Basle, Proessor of Interns! Medicine at tbe Unlversily—

tyal
I

=d reiiable Aperient,
2F gives rise to un-

desirable symptoms even if used continuousty for years."
o AVERASE Dosti—A wieglisiful before breakiact, eilker pure or diluled with o

1

~r gquail,

2 Labici.

“of hot or cold water,

Fain the mame % ﬁun;zdl Jinas,” tha signatare of thwa Propricior,
REAG SAXLEHNER, Exhl tha Medailion, an e Ked Cenira Parg
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A 11 we make we sell.

’KOH

O f every variety

the best

N, Jeweller and Watchmaker, has.

as the meost modern facilities for
turning out good w_orkmanship.

N ever miss seeing my stock.

| i78, Queen St., Auckland.

-1 ZOOCAO

uickly and cheaply manufacture
nigue Designs. |

very article well finished
ntirely on premises.

ow buy from maker.

elections sent on approval

hat are suitable to all.




