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from which it would be litile lesa than
crilminal on her part to try to escapa
Then, should her suitor be unable to
help her bear her burden or too im-
patient to wait in love and hope for
better times, the best—imdecd, the only
sengible thing—which =he eun do is to
releage him from his engugement  So-
vitlled love which has its rest in aelfish-
ness, however [air secming it may be,
i apt to wither under stress of drought,
almost certain to go down before the
shock of adversity.

*hort engagements are rurely wise,
valess in cases where the mntr:utm:;
rtiea are well acquainted befors ths
d uyement is made. Ta rush into
trutrimony blindly can scurely fail to be
dirastrous, Every mow and then eity
newspupera tell the pitiful story of rome
alandomed bride—some woman left pen-
niless in a strange hotel by the man
ts whom she has upon brief acq.nunt-
ance eniruated her persou and her pro-
perty. much or little. There are mnny
more suvh instunces which nezer get
iuto prini. Every once in a waile fune

tou wunfiting wir! marries a strange, to
find Yo lay that the hastily necepted Lo
bund is & villain or & brute—perhaps
worse, is mo hushand in the eye of the
lsw, since another wife exiats with a
valid claim.

Yet, too long engagements are usa-
nlly a mistake. After a rertain period,
which varies with different men, tha
love of a man is no longer “a plant
which with most cutting grows” On
the contrary, if allowed to expend it-
sell mneither im bloasom nor fruit, it
dries up and withers hy alow but sure
degreen. Most of us can inatance long
esngapementa which finally have been
broken. Few of ua can recall lengthy
onea which have been happily consum-
mated. Uaually it i3 the man whn
grows restive, who insiata upon having
hia wife and his own home, and wha,
heing put off again and again, finally
aeeks fresh fields and pastures new,
A woman should be positively assured
of her lover’s affection for her befora
she eansenta to bind him by an engage-
ment  of indefinitely  long  duration.
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Jueoh served fourteen years for Rachel
and found the time short because of his
great luve for her, but the cane was so
exceptional that the siory haa been
handed down to us through the ages

There ara many true tules of lovers
who have emigrated to mwake s home
for girls left behind them, and who, re-
turning long years afterwurds, have
found the girls girla no longer, but
wenry, faded wuomnen, with their youth
and brightness for ever fied. Then, un-
less the man be of unusimml fibre, bhis
strong and virile manhood culls out for
youth and beauty, and the old love is
whixtled down by the windlulmuoet before
#he understands it has hippened. Not
one man in & hundred, senrvely one in a
thousend. ean wtand the test of an
engngement of twenty, ten. or even five
Vears.

From six to eighteen months is in
nwet cares the proper duration of an
engagement, This gives ample time for
all necessary preparations om both sides.
It also allows ample opportunity for
the contracling partier to become thor-
oughly acyuainted with each other.

When the fiancees are boya and girl
who have known each other from ehild-
hood (much more if the love affair is
of recent date), parents and mmrdmns

should insist, ihat  there phall
be no positive engagement
until the young folks arrive

at the age of discretion. Moreover, al-
though they may know their own minde
thoroughly, physivians are agreed that
for physical reasons no woman shonld
marry until she is fully twenty years
of age. The proper limit for a man is
fixed at twenty-tive—thirty, they aay,
is better.

There is 8 happy pair of promineni
people in an easterm city who were
sweethearts almost from babyhood. One
day, when the rmaiden was sixteen and
the youth twenty. the two took a trip

across the border into a meighbouring
Ntate whusxe marrisge laws wero loag
stringent tham thuse of their own Re-
turning home in the late afternvon
they announced their marriage to their
reapectivea parents. The paterfamiliag
held councit together and informed the
young couple that they bad no objee-
tion to their marriage at a proper age,
but that at present they cuuld not be
allowed to live together aR man and
wife. S0 the young husband was con-
strained to finich hia eourne at college
of two vears more, and the young wife
to dwell meanwhile in her father'a houss
and complete ber education. When the
preseribed peniod exvpited the youth's
wealihy father took him into partner-
whip, the wedding waa fiittingly celebrat-
et and the couple have lived happily
ever afterwards.

o o o o o
Hearts as Pressnta.

Among the many curivus presents
made from time io time murely that of
A human heart, given literally, and not
as lovers are wont to bestow, in most ex-
iracrdinary, but several such instances
may be mentionrd. Paul Whitehead, &
poeil of the eighteenth eentury, felt so
gratefnl to Lord Le Despenser for having
been the means of getting him an income
of £800 a year that he bequeathed his
heart to him as a mark of his gratitude.
That nobleman placed this aingular
legacy in one of the recesses of a mauso-
leum at his seat at West Wycombe, and
the umn containing it bore the following
epitaph:—~
Tnhallow’d banda, thls rvo forhear:

No gema ner Orlent apoll

Tde here conceald, but, what's mors rare.
A heart tunt know’s no =nlle

“The oceasion of the deposiling of the
heart was one of great solemnity, and ox-
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