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‘A t and wire fence bay Leen
Brected ween the racecourss and Mr
Peach'n properties at Elleitslie,

Bookmakers were offering 8 to 1 Ploat
nd 10 te 1L Tupara o the Stewards' llan.
ieap, at Tarmuakt, ta which thost Dorgea
folabed Arst abd second.

- On Bunday J. Bas vetorhed from New
Plymonth with Mars, Stratbavon, and The
Needle. By the mame boat the yearling
it by Bylvie Park, puchased by Mr
rinnd, was brought to Onehungs. Dea.
etch, who met with injurles on the Arsc
sy of the Tueranekl meotlpg, had to be
jott Lehind,

Oxoarl was not started at the Teranakl
Eeetlaz. The deaughter of Bt. Leger and

upket Muid had not recovered suficlencly
from Injuties recsived at  Takapuna to
atart In the Flylng with muoch progpect of
fuceess with 102 on ber back, na ahe had
{fione oo work Ia the loterral. Full Cry
won, carrying T.0. Next day Full Cry won
agaln, carcriog 7,13, Okoarl {9.13) not being
poid up for.

The Dubboe trotting enchuosinat, Mr C. H.
Itxgerald, has returned from a trip to
ew Zewland to Australla, and ioformed
‘Martindale™ that he saw the champloa
Ribrouwoid, whom be descrlbes as atand:

15.2 in teight, Llack In colour, wnd &
compact, bandsome coit. He thinks Rib-
bonwood witl give Fritz a buttis for it in
the coming match, but deubte If the ecolt
ran bewt  the Austrelian  champlon, al-
though be i the fasteat pacer in New Zea-
jand. Mr Fitzgerald sars that trottihg
has e shead by leaps and bounda dur-

[ng the post year In New Zealand, where 1t
ta very popular, and recelves ehcotragement
of a kind that It does not get In thls State.

The starting gates om the Taranakl Joc-
key Club's course waul n bit of dxlug up.
Muny persons presevt were under the im-
presslon that Mr Chorannty allowed the
hotses to get too rlose to the cords, seelng
that in three eveuts duting the two days
there was troubie, such ws horses gettlug
thelt Wieads ixto the barclers. In comversa-
tlon wlth several of the riders, 1 Trarned
that the barrlers were very slow ln moving.
hence the trouble. One start, ¥la., that for
tho Mirst Ilack Race, was completely apoilt
through the vagariem of the Soult geidivg
Sandy and the barrler combined.

- The following ltem has Pocal luterest:—
fle far 8a the horses In Tapmunlz are con:
ceruec, it 18 very evident that Mr Edgar
Harria has in {hesterfield, by Chesterman
from Irma, very npeac If wot the best in
the §siRnu, Bays ao Auetraliau wriker. Ag
the Tesmanlan Turf Club wetting Chestet-
fictd wons the Laonceston Cup with #.5, and
was algo Hrat paat the post in the Tasma-
nian 1.¢. Handleap, with 105, In thia
race, however, hla rider had the misfortuns
to lose a leather and from, Rnd om coming
to avale, Le -wag & Tew oonces nnder
weight, which was a bit of very bad luck.
Chesterfleld’s ¢am, Irma, & the dam of
{ygnet, and ls in the Cambrla Park Stud.

The loss of thelr grondotand acd other
property by the Thumes Jocker Club
through the ravagea of firs on Saturday
aftacneon |s serions enough, though partt-
ally cevered by lnsurance, but comlng wpon
them- as 1t hag done, 'pract!c.ilr o the
ave of thalr Autumn Meetlng, s doubly
unfortunate, as it is imposaible to replace
the stand lo time for the meeting, Iven
Ane weather, ittle inconvenlence wrill be
felt should a temporary structure he erect-
ed, and the commtttee will no doubt make
erery effort to provide for the accommada.
tlon of ticlr patrons. When the nomina-
tloss go \n on Friday It Is to he hoped
thot there will be a geod Tesponse from
horse ownera. . -

" 'At a rerent pony race-mecting at Rich.
mond {Melb), T saw, says “Flmore” in the
¢iBylletin,' at the bLack-of-the-courge pyn-

ra, who conld not relse emnugh to po In-
side, put thelr *“troys” {Rd) or “zacks”
{8d) ou thelr “dead-birds.’” They call thia
the ‘“extreme.” They have a runner who,
watchlug #ith a telescope through a conve-
nient cvack 1n the fence, tells the scratch-
ings, ete. Among thia motley crowd of
mel, women and children {all punters) tvua
an ex-mayor of a city near Melhomize.
8ydney can parallel this with “the bl
putalde Randwick, and varleus polnta of

wantaze overiooking other coursem, whern
tis “'Looks™ make wegers on the Laals of
penny postuge-stamps and tram-tickets.

The victory of Queen's Guard over Mard
fn the Autumn Handicap at Taranaki was
easily achleved, the grey daughter of
Vanguard had the measute of the son of
Ingomar all down the strzight, and dld not
oven have to be ridden to beat hima by a long
nmeck: but yet reports would lead those Who
did not ses the race to asmume that the
finleh waa & bard fougat one. Queen's
Guard, wiho had won several tlmes over
mlle and & quarter, was hapdicapped
1.5 in the Taraoakli Cup, and Mare st T.10,
Nelther started on the doy. Mars wad
saked to meet {he grey on @Gibs worse tetma
next day over the shorter course, but while
be ran a good race, the mare held him guite
safe, as iodicated by the resuit.

Anstrnlan Peer, who dicd the other week,
Aays an Australiaw exchanye, wuy a pernls.
tent oppoucnt of the more famous Aber-
corn yurlug thelr 3 and 4 year-nkd careers.
They met over m dozen thues, and M
Janiea White's clestnut chawplen had prac.
tically unethlug the hetier of the tivalry.
Whenever they met lo o w4, vace one or
other of thez mctuslly won, and in mearly
every case the heaten  bartier finished
greond.  Abercorn wus #rst aod the Peer
came thivd, bemind Niagard, In the AJ.C
Dexy, Lut tn the V..U Derhy it was 1
Peetr first, whh Abercorn and Nlagnra Fuse.
wing 4 dead-heat for second,  Alercorn
took both the Legers. In thelr other con-
tests up to twe wiles honours were SaEy,
Moreover, the Feer won a Sydmcy Cup,
eurrying 8.6 as & J-ycar-old; and alihongk
Abercorn outlasted his rival en the turf,
he mevet mansged to capture ome of the
big bLaudicaps.

Throngh somne iztake (heke wax a fAlght
of hurdles shorc lu the rave won by Lady
Bell on the openiug day of the Tarauski
meetlog, and, 1o wdiition fo this, the leud-
ers kupcked the hurdles down, so thal sowe
of the horses had Ettle jumplug to do.

At Taraunkl the hack racer Fikiraw
is by BMerrle Eugland fren o oeckspre
mare, was handicapped At 131b and i7lb
reapectively meore weight than ke curried
iuto Fourth piace in ooe of (he Lack races
at  Wellington, but d11 uet coulpese In
elther, as e got cast in his hox, the mis-
hap occuriing about two hours before the
tlme of mrariing. ikirawa, who has the
reputatlon of belug A good one on the
traek, was purchased last year for £19,
and seld ageln te his present owner for
JE30. His dam ls & wellkpown harness
mare at Blerheim. It was thenght that
the Injuries recelved Ly the gelding would
cange bim to be shsent fron: the hack races
&t Bgmont, where be I3 not so BIghly as-
sessed as at Taranaki

whoe

““Prosperity has greatly Increased the de-
mand for good borses, amd the supply 18
not equal to it,”” suys “Hrnrpet's Weekly.”?
“We nre horse poor—not BAs sowe people
are land poor, becunse they have too much
land—but horse poer, Lesuuse they bave not
enough horres. For years after the panle
of 1883 thousands of people who wanted
horees could not aftord them, But with the
returim of prosperity the demauud for good
horscs began to grow spaln, and breeders
began io breed them agaln. Rut it takes at
least five yeavs to ralse A Torse that is
rendr for the market, and the breeders
got behind, The demand hay ont-ram the
supply, and the price of good horses has
tnereased very rapldly. There arve about
13,500,000 Borses fn onr land, of an estl-
mated value of 804,000,006dol. The lmprove-
meat of that stonk I8 a very Imporiant mat-
ter, especlzlly In these days, when Europe
is horse peor, too, and ready to take from
ua any surplus supply of good horses that
we may bave.'

An exchange says that 1t la reported
that & number of Brdney bookmakers In-
tend to take sdyantage of the recent legal
decialong which make it possible for hooks
makers to ply thelr caliing on New Zenland
racecourses to make a dexcent mpou the
colouy with book and pencil, There Is not
much chance of thiz, There are not maoy
conrses upon which hookmakers can  @s-
gemble withont permilszlon of the enba,
and the Sydoey bookmakers would find [t
A bit of a task and rather an expensive
business trylog to edurate New Zealand
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race.goats ouiside the Auckiand provinre
10 taXe straight out prices, so accustowed
are they to totalisator odds. However,
there are everywhers followers of the sport
who prefer to take & siraight out price
about thetr fancy for s win, thag to ign-
vest thely money oo the totullsator at un-
certain odds, and take twoe chances of aeene-
ing a return. The two dlvidend system
sbould only be worked on racen in which

felys are Lrought out. The heavy
metal backers eapecially, don't like the two
dividend business at all, aud stand off the
machine.

Br Justice Qrantham, an Fngliab judge,
In summlng up on & vase recently, remark.
ed that it was an Inicresting one froom the
fact that such a large propurtion of the
population Indulged In horse-racing, Thers
seemed no prospect that racing would ever
be put down, and therefore it way all the
more ueccasary that the members of the
Juckey Club and the stewardy of race
meetings should be gentlemen beyond re-
proach. The position of the stewards ap.
peared to him to be of more importance
than they renllsed, and nothing shonld he
done to lower the poaltion that they at
present occupled, for they all knew that
there was a great deal of rascalily attend.
ant upor horacracliug. They zil regretted
that, but they knew very well if It was not
for the character and cooduct of the stew-
ards thla ruscailty woold he much more
rampant than It swaa at present. The posi.
tlon of the atewards wes most difievie—
he shonld aimost say lotolerable—and it
wWAB obly hy reason of their high Integrity
and character thet raclng waa sanctioned
as 1t was, They should be, llke Caesar'a
wife, wbove auspleion, and therefore they
should mot do anything which would b3
likely to lower thelr positlon,

That well-ilnformed wrier, ¢
1611, of the “Londun Sporting 'Lll'e,w::;e.n-
We now bave the figurcs and the poccess.
ful nicks Drought dally Into promiuence,
aud the only point which T must stlll reck.
on my own left out is that neglected theory
of breeding to type. In all oter anlmals,
from the show rabbit up te the verge oi'
the racehorse, much am the hunter and
stecplechaser, type la the goal breeders
#eck ta reach, and bot untll breeders of
the racchorse pay meore attention to this
rule can they ever make auy certalnty of

what sort of animal they are Nkely to.

get. Breeders 1o type jean always tell
within a Uttle, for the slmple reasun that
their margin of exiremes 18 never wige,
and so long wa brecdsrs of raceborsics per.
slat Iin mating mates of one type with
horsea lacking one point In common, und
put Hitle, ehort-legged mares with loug,
1gose-made horses, they need never expeet
the bappy medium, with pBomething re-
sembling elther sire or dnm. Extrems op-
posite characters and types can mBevel pro-
duce perfectlon, and in proof of It do we
unot have Lnndreds of heantiful mares of
yarious typesm ntter fallires at the stud,
no mafter how the fetters of the Agure or
any other systema are cast about them.

Reene: A nretropolitnn racecenrse. Tims,
B.45 p.m. Locality, the judge's hox. Hvent,
Tue Cup race. Handlrapper to the judge
{peering anxlously through hia race glasaes
the while}: “He couldn't have theem better.
They are standing beautifully.” The jedge,
who wus looking in nn oppoalie directlon,
and saw the harses belag walked about some
dlatance from the starting post, made ne
rematrk, *“Why is be keeping them like
that?" continuned his brother officizl, The
Judge: ‘'"Hecause they arem’t tesdy yeot."
Tlandicapper: *““What, mnot ready! Why.
they've been In capital Hine for the laat few
minutes, indlcating to the judye te look for
Wmself, The Judee (faking In the situzs
tlom): “'0h, yed, ao they are. Don’t they look
nlee?” The next moment came the ery,
“TFThey're off! The handicapper, still grz-
ing in the same Qlvectlon, was astounded n
Ffew geconds leter to sce hnlf a dogen horaes
golloplng  past  the  stutlomary mass of
beaity he bad been faking for the horaes
liped wvp at the post. It  pobscauently
trangpired that the yonng ladles nttending
the high schos], an adjolning property, bad
been permitted to have n look at the grent
Cuop ruee, and bad gone on to the course
and scated ihemsxeivey on some flghts of
hurdles, n little over twoe furlongs from the
winniog post, and looked for all the world
a nice llttle Cnp. Oaks, or should T sny
Buas, Geld, The bandlcapper, whe had been

gusing In the wiony directlon, was really
obscured fromy vlewlng the proper siartiug
poit o the posirion Be bhad talen up, snd
had thuw mistaken the schovl girls sceated on
hurdles for jovkeys on borsts, but then we
all koow ptrapge tbhings do Lowe to pasd
OB Ul racecournes,

One of the gronnds upon whivh Payten
the Byduey traluer, Based hin a peal l{n l’p’-
your of Bklen Db at Can 'f:ury I'ark,
thut Santo! got a fAying start, drawn atten.
tion to m very importaut question (Rayd anm
Auystrallan wilter), and obe of which o@-
clals sbonld toke note. It Bas been e
marksd day after day that borsea who sre
fractious at the poat Invardably get a fiylug
start, amy as the start i eversihing over
a mhort journey, moue of the othrrs have
a fair chance.” It seems an absurd thing
that a frainer who has a horse that will bt
stand quietly should miways be glven 2 ten
to one hetter chance than those trainers
who toke the palna to edycate the hortees
to the barrier. Agalnat thim theee I the
argument that some hurses rannot be made
to face the machine guletly, but 1the anawer
to that Is, the clubs should refuse their
entey, &n If It i fonbd that a horde will
not bebave himaelt a llitle decenlly, tha
atarter rhould at omce order him back 1o
the paddork. It '8 & commen thing for
thense froctlons brutes to be heavily backed.
espoctally at the pony mectings, and the
boy oh top has but one dea—nand that fo
get away—threats of Bnes, of A short term
of snaprnaton, do not act an deterrents, 1t
sometiinen happens  that these fractious
bruten when unbacked jump away and up-
set o good thing. As & rule, an owaetr has
to submlt to belng falrly beaten. bLint it i
very anpoying when his horse cond win with
muything like & fair atart, to be robbed hy
these beeakaway anlals, whose trainers,
a0 far o8 one [4 able tlo judge, make no
attempt Lo educate them to the wtarting
machine,

There 13 no  branch of reclog In ihe
#taten Letter conducted thun the pony and
zalloway meetings at Kepsington, Romehrry
Tark, and Brighton, according to ““Martin-
dale.”” In the “Town and Country Jonrnal”
who sdils:—Of coutse, the weekly meetings
at Keasiugion stand  out obead of the
others. Last Wednesday's mecting wus
wade memorable from the fact that the
¢rack of the pony crucks, Mincrva, by Met-
al from Georgina, mcored a win n the Ken-
slngton 1landicap with the erushing weight
of 10.10 on her hack. Bhe wenl oot kecond
tavonrite In & flcld of ten, and won cleverly
from the bottoin welght, Museat. Only
onve hefore Liae this performance been hent-
en in the way of welght over the Kensing-
ton track. The prrformer was the cham-
pion of her day—Cloder Ellen, who carrled
10.12. Good as Miperva i3, 1 den't think
sha ls goite np to Cinder Blten’a standand
Afterwarda, Cinder Ellen wan gent to lu.
dia, and 1a pow in England. It I8 enid
that a purchaser s apxlous (o Recure Min.
eren Tor Houth Afylca, I Lad always been
sald thet she is a hit lnfirm.  When well,
Bhin 1a & rare wond ona. Amongat these pou-
fes and gallownys are some of ihe beut bred
onee in the land, aud very fast over short
coutses, What a 1ff these pony anl gal-
lowny meetings give to underaized thorouglh-
bred stock 18 shown LY the fact thal two
of them—one a 13.2 and the other 14 hands
—wure gold the other day for  Godsova.
There are not many of onr horses running
at rexistored meetings for which such o
pomz could Le obtained.

It wmay sound like romance, but the story
Is one that I am assured ls abmolutely cor-
rect. A few ycors mgo B horseowner and
a handcapper wio had been delnking to-

ther got to words. The treptment of &
!:ck onguged at  one of the back-block
meetings was ihe aubject. The owner con-
tended that Lis mare had Det earned the
10.0 Impost oliotted her, and the argument
ended in & rough And tymble whivh went
In favour of the owner, who, in the mo-
went of bis  trlumph, declared Lhat his
mare wng boond to win in splte of the [u-
tentlon of the bandleaprer to #top her, Rhe
daid win, too, aud two stone miore would
probably not have stopped her.  The oar-
Tator of this story srys he once dld a bit
of Landicapping bilmself cut buck, There
wera two rival clubs in the distrlet, and the
grine handienpper 3ad been Appointed for
beth, but nfier the deelarailen  of the
welghts for the fivat club’'s meeting some
interested  owners, who were  preminent
mewmbera  of  ithe  other, came 1o Lhe
concluysion that theen muvst be 8 ¢hange at
once. My informmnt very reluctanily wus
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