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niture remaining. Moreover, mother sud- And the carved enm egpt Kot much  gregational Tnion, bad ‘m  seaé

. The Carved Emu Egg.

{Continued from page 384.)

ell round, The thivg T was pledged ta
do I have not done. Perhaps it i besé
se, who knowa ™

the lay for some little time after
with elosod cyes, painfully stropgliug
for breath. Wa watched her, suflering
with her, bolh of us, for mother, tag,
loved her,

Buddenly Kaibie stavted up in bed with
a cry of alarm, - Charliel | The ewmu
exn! It's o danger.
stroy it--"

A stream of blood gushed from her
niouth and stopped lLer voice. AL the
same instant there wna the sound of
wheola outside, and mother rushed to
the door and brought in the doctor. A
glance ahowed him that Kathie was
past his aid, A minute later he took
her out of my arms and laid her gently
back on ihe bed. “It's all over,” he
said. . -

Some howrs nfterwmds I was aitting
in our own kitchen, a sert of -:tmmed«
like, fecling as if all the good Lad gome
ot of life for me, when nother eame in.

She it was whao, in the absence of the

. aunt, had supplied the doctor, to the best
of her knowledge, with parliculars abeut
Kathie and her illness; and he, promis-
ing to send the certificate of death in due
course, had gone away, leaving her in
eharge of the dead.

Motler, as she eante inle our kitchen,
 looked frightened amd bewildeved, She
had the strangest, the most dumbfownd-
ing wtory to tell me. There was no dead
girl in the house next door. Tt was a
young man. who lay there, pale and
quiet, quit for ever of his earthly troubles
—a mere boy noi twenty.

At first it was impossible for me to
belicve that the girl who had lived im
my thoughts and leart for ihe last wix
wenks as my future wife, bad never ex-
jsted.” But, bit by bit, many things said
and dene by himt whom we kuew asg
Kathie came into my wind, and I be-
lieved vight enough. I even -lLegan to
wonder why 1 had pever 'rucased the
truth kefore, -

Oh! but I was sore and angry at fvst
to think how I bad been played with!
But afterwards, whea 1 stood looking
down on ihe handsome face Lhat scemed
80 young aund -boyish in death, I eould
not keep any anger #gainst the poor lnd.
He ltad been the best. comrades to me,
and lie counted me dear as a comrade—
1 knew that. As for the yest—for what
ke had meant to do that day and wonld
have done had I not stuek to the boy-—
God forgive him! Ifow was a lad, train-
ed from his childkood in swrang notions
of princes and rulers, to anderstand the
horribte wickedoess of the thing he had
pledged limself to do?—though ¥ can
witness for it that at times he had hia
misgivings, Om the other hand, he was
quite eaveless about tle -fute that le
mimt - have knewn, his m'u.l B(.t. w ould
bring upon himself, : ’

I wns denmicd the snthfac(.mn of Te-
leving my feelings by “haviug it out”
with the aunt. It did not take us Yong
te realire that that worthy's unaccoun-
table absence meant that she had loft

the plaee for good, for the house had

been cleared of every serap of personal
belongings, only the wmeagre bils of fur-

A i1 we m_akle we sel\h‘

Be caveful—de--

denly recollected thut, although she had
never noticed Miss O’Brien go out, short-
1y after noon she had seen, to her pur-
prise, « man leave the houze that had
80 few visitors—an oldish-looking. white-
hearded man, whe had walked briskly
down the street carrying a portmanteas.

“The beard waa falze, and that waq
the aunt in her right toggery, she being
no maore 3 woman than  pear  Kathie
wast” [ eried out at once. And | male
all the wmove certain that this waa so,
because of the nan’a heed L’d seen sha-
dowed on the blind the night before. T
now recognised it for what it had been
—tlie so-enlled annt’s bead without Che
bonnet und bonnet strings that hid the
heavy, cruel-looking jowl

The. old villain lind eertninly beent bw-
forehand in making tracks to be out of
the way of trouble.
dead sure he must liave been that lig
young confederate would not fail that
duy to accomplish lis terrible purposc—.
ihe purpose that had brought hoth nf
them from America.

Oh, it wasn’t o difierlt for me to
pHece the whele busintess ovt in my wind
rensonable ke, for there were lots of
things about vur next-deor neighbours.
not understond st the thme, that were
now as plain as a pikestaft to me. They
had, evidently enongl, boil-belonged io
some secret Anarchist society in Amerien,
and this socicty lLiad deerced, for the

ecareying out of jts tevrorvising schemses, '

that ihe heirapparent to the RBritish
crown shonll be assassinated duving lis
colonial tour. The lad who lud played
sueh a big part in oy Immble life for six
weeka, Liad been choren to do ihe job—
perhiapa becanse e was spivited and en-
thusiastic, and, in face of the disense
thng was slowly killing Iim, quite reck-
less of death. Auckland had been the
ylace fixed om, nwe doult as a nice out-
of-the-way spot, whore no one woubd
dream of lm)l\ma for Andrehists or their
like, And tn Auckland the yeoung chap
had eome. in company with”the elder
nian, who had evidently been told.off to
watch him and keep him up to the mark.
The pau had taken the dlsgm‘w of wom-
en, posing as aunt and niece, for the bet-
tor concealment of 1heir designs, and had
settled down in  onr midst as decent
houscholders, to make thetuselves quite
familiny with Audkland and the ways of
her folk before the time for action ar-
rived.

Well, {hat time had eome and gone. A
great erime Ihad been frustrated, and he
who, in his blindness, would Lave shed
innovent blood, had gone 1o hig Iast ac-
count with his conscience free of that.

We buried the poox boy as Kathleen
(Brien. 1t waa the name in which the
dovtor’s gertilieate had been made out—
the ouly uame by which we fiad known
him,

The truih mother and I kept lo cur-

selven. No need to tell, when no purpose
eould now be served by the telling, what

- eould only create a fuss and scandal and -

make people say hard things of the dead.
Resides, I'd no mind to set myself up as
the laughing stoek of the whole street,
and of my friends to beot, as I should
rertainly huve done if I'd have let it be
known that the girl I'd been courting so
desperately hard for the last nix weeka
had {urned out to be a young man.

This shows how

of un emu's ey was that when you eama
to examine it closely. An egg-whaped
contraplion of polished  atesl, conted
thickly with nicely-tinted wax, which hed
heen all varved and graven in the way
T've told before—ihat’s what it was
Cunningly done it wan toe, o that, un-
less you hamlled it, vou could liave
sworn it renlly was a carved emu ey like
those sometimes to be seen in m curio
shop.  Tut, for all is innocent leok,
rognlar devil’s contrivance, arranged, an
T guesued, to go off, with ghastly resulis,
by the mere Toree of (he ¢oncussion when
throma at an object.

It was my dnty to destroy the pretty,
deaddly thing, but it had to he gone abont
with enution. The day after we lnid the
poor, defwded boy in his grave I wenk
across to Lake Toakapuna. Borrowing
& boat from a friend there, T went for o
row om the Lake, When I got to that
part wheve folks sny it hus no bottom
I took ihe seeming enma egg from my
jacket pocket and gently dropped it
overhnard, Down it shot through the
elear water like a streak of light, and
was gone bevond my sight and know-
Eedga. A Durdén waa off my mind—that
was Lhe end of the evil contruption. But,
as I pulled baek.to the hank, T could not
It think of the very different ond for
which it had been. fachioned—ihe end
thnt, sudden and swift a8 a thunderbolt
front heaven, carried Geath to the inno-
eenl and unsuspecting.  And, for the
hundvedih time, T was filled with wondex
and thank fulness that it had been given
to nie, a plain workingman of New Zea-
land, to keep (hat death from our King's
aon aml lis wife, and sa spare the Em-
pire o grest entastropho.

{The End.)

OBITUARY,

TIEE TATE M. J. A. EWEN.

The late John Alexander Ewen, whosa
denth in Tondon was announced to ws
by eable Tast week, was one of the senior
members of the well- known firma of Sar-
gnod, Prtler, Nichol and Fwen, Anstra-

lia, and Fargood, Sem oand Fwen, New
Zenland. He was born at Lnu‘mncek;rk
Kireardineshire, Seoiland. At an ea)-l_v
age he waa apprenticed to a draper at
Alonirose, where he stiyed for a tima
efter hisa apprenticeship. A little while
later he pecured an appointment with
Messrs. Bainbridge and Muschamp, Now-
cantle-on-Tyne. After about three years
spent with this firm he decided to visit
Australia, and landed in Melbowrne in
1852, where he was almosl, immediately
engaged by the Tate Mr. T. T. Sarpood,
then senior member of the frm of Sar
good, King aml Sargood. Bhortly after
thizs he waa appointed Victorian repre-
sentative of the firtn, and eventually, in
18683, was admitted as & partner. A lit-
tle Inter e went to Duncdin, and in 1864
he esiablished the business of the firm in
ithat town. In 1868 lie vemoved to Lon-
don to inke over the management of tha
firm’s business in 1hat cily, und has re-
sided there almest enlirely ever since.
Mr. Ewen wag a Justica of Peace for
ithe County of Middlesex, also 2 member

on the board of the Union Steamship
Company, abd woe alio connected with
ithe london Board of the Bank of New
Zenland, and verious other eclonial in.
stitutiona

Thungh a man of retiring and unos-
tentations disposition, he had always &
Kind word and helping hand for any calos
nials who visiled London and eame with-
in the splere of his influence, and nany
coloniuls who were in the habit of visit-
ing the DUl Country peviodically will niisg
bix kind and genial welcome,

He took a great intevest in all mattors
eppertaining to the welfare of the colow
niea in general, nnd as an employer of
Libonr was loved and respected by all
who tame in contact with him. e woa
universally esjecned by all connected
with the trade in which ho had spent so
many yenrs of hia kife, ITe lived in &
quict and retircd manner at Potter's Har,
Nurnet, near London, in the bosom of hia
family, to whom he was deeply atinched,
devoting his spare hours to the care of
liis garden, in which he took a great in-
terest.

‘Through the death of Mr Ewen a blank
will be left in the ranks of the old cola-
ninl mevehants residing in London, with
whom he lived on the hest terms,

His pucress in life is anoiher ilnstras
tion of & young mam, who, though be-
ginning in & hamble marner, by dint of
priseverance, strict attenilien to Imsi-
ness and sob_riet_v, raised himsel to afflu-
ence and an honourable positien in the

world. \

THE T.ATE MR, JAMES MACKIE.

The death of Mr James Mackie,
esichibnilder, which took place yes-
terday morning, remeoves from our
midst another of our old identities.
Mr Mackie arrived in Auckland from
Tasmania in 1859, and joined his

rother, Alexander Mackie, in part-
nership as eoachboilders. ‘The firm
were large contractors to the Iw-
perial Government daring the Maori
war, aml at about the same time un-
dertook the carviage from the Mana-
kau to the Waitemata of the steamer
Maorl Chief. The work ple%cntcﬂ
many dn‘hcult;es, and there were not
wanting many persons who pr edicied
that the attempt wonld end in fail-
ure; in fact,;some friends of the own-
ers of the steamer advised them to
caneel the condract, as the vessel
would certainly be rnined. A special-
ly conatructed waggoR was built, to
be drawn by horses, but owing to the
great weight of the load and_the dif-
fieulty in getting all the horses to
pull at the one time, bullocks had to
be called inte requisition. By these
means the journey was suwcceesfolly
eompleted withont any mishap, Mre
Mackie went to the Thames in 1B6D,
and garried on business theve till 1878,
when he re-opened in Nigh-street at
the cormer of Vietoria-strect FEast.
Here he continued till a short time
ago. The decensed was very fond of
music, and for years was u member
of St Mary's and St Fanls Churches.
He will be greatly missed by a large
cirele of friends and acquaintances,
on aceconnt of his generous and genial
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