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The weather was besutiful to-day
or the first day's cricket match be-
Sween Lord Hawke's team and Wel-
lington, The afterncon was almost a
public holiday, nearly all the shopa
closiag to-day instead of on Wednes-
day—the naual weekly hwit holiday—
and offices were closed also for this
auspicioan accasion. The Basin Tle-
serre waas thronged with spectators,
there must have Uleen maby thou-
sandas on the ground, Kveryone was
felighted at the dplendid stand made
by our men. and it certainly was
gratifying to mee that they could
store so well against the English
bowling, and that they were not to
be hopelessly beoten, as s many
people thaught probable, To-mor-
row we will see the visitors batting,
and are looking forward to a treat.
Most of the Eunglishmen are stayving
at the Wellington Club during their
atay here, They are to be enters
tained at a luncheon by Mr and Mrs H.
D. Bell at their summer residence,
Lowry Bay, on Sunday. To-morrow
might Mrs Grace is giving a dance in
gheir honour.

Among the number I noticed on the
tricket ground to-day  were—3ir
Jogeph and Lady Ward, the laiter
wearing a very pretty gown of pale
ibiscuit silk lined with pale Dblue,
mund the inscrtions of lace showing
the blue lining through, black chiffon
toque; Miss E. Ward wore a light
linen dress: Mre Duncan wore a
mandsome black silk gown and cape,
and & pale heliotrops bonnet; Mrs
Wrthnr Duncan, light silk gown and
long cream voile jacket, burnt straw
bat with pink roses: Mrs Colling, a
vream coat and skiet with soft tuck-
ed vest and a cream hat; Mrs Darron,
ibellotrope linen gown and cream and
black toque; Miss Barron, a white
pique skirt and mnslin blouse, white
bat with pink flowers and lace; Mrs

(iore, & black roile gown with white
lace and & tulle bonnet with mauve
flowers; Miss Gore, in white muslin
and eream hat with blue dowers; Mrs
llarold Johuston, long cream vaoile
jacket with black piping, and & burnt
eiraw hat with pink and blue flow-
ers; Mrs Walter Johnston, cerlae
pink frieze, Eton gown and a black
chiffon  toque; Miss 2, Johnston,
white muslin gown and » atraw hat
with biue rosettes; Mrs I Gore, dark
skirt and long covert coat, cream hat
with roses; Mra Finch, a black fuck-
ed voile gown, trimmed with white,
black and white toque: Miss Fineh,
blue linen gown -amd black chiffon
hat; Miss M. Finch,  Hght-floweped
muslin gown and cream hst trimmed
with chiffon and pink flowers; Mra
Firth, a blue linen gown with white
lnce collar and & black hat; Mrs
Wickam, pale grey volle, with cream
lace and a large creom hat with
black feathers; Mrs (. J. Cooper,
white frieze FEton gown, trimmnted
with white lace and & straw hat with
ble echiffon and . hydrangiss; the
Alisses Hislop in pale blue silk gowns,
much tucked snd trimmed with
lace, burnt straw hats
roses; Mrs Edwin, blue fonlard gown
and black bonnet, with pink roees;
Mre Wroughton (Christchurch), pale
grey skirt and fieured silk blouse,
straw hat with flowers; Miss Bran-
don in a light figured gown and
cream hat: Miss ¥F. Brandon, pale
pink gown and hat to match, her
sister wore a light blouse and dark
skirt; Mrs Trevor Gould, cream serge
coat and skirt, white hat trimmed
with lace and pink flowers; Miss
Mills, Royal blue voile gown and
black ehiffon hat; Miss Stowe, white
sprigged muslin gown and floral hat;
Miss Harcourt, crushed gstrawberry
coloured gown, and white hat wiith
pink geraniums: Miss G. Harcourt,
in a red linem gown with white col-
lar and & white hat trimmed with
red; Mis&' (. Fitzgerald, a pretty soft
cream muslin anyd lace gown, and a
burnt straw hat with pink roses;
Miss Izard, @ cream gown and long
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GREAT ANNUAL

STOCKTAKING | "™

— SALE=)

HOUSEHOLD AND FURNISHING DRAPERY,

Flosroleths, Limoleums, Carpets and Mats,

All at HALE RATES,

MEN'S AND BOYS' CLOTMING .
MACKINTOMHES, OYII'WOAT& HATH AND CAPS, BHIRT3 AND MERCERY,
All st Clearsnos Prioes.

with pink -

Bridg

fawn“facket, black chiffon toques
Mist Higginoon, cream roile skirt and
silkk Wlouae, hlack togue with pinmes:
Mrs Derry, m white Fton gown and
large “white hat with pink flowers;

" #ilk bionse; Misa Heywood, blue lnen
gown'and dull pink hat; Miss E. Hey-
woody'in cream: Miss Stuart, pink

. linen «gown and black hat. Thers
wore alec present the Hon C, H.Mills,
the Ifom. J.- McGowan, the Hon, W.
Walker, and Messrs Duncan, Hamer,
Firth, Finch, Heywood, Butler, Har+
court, Johnston, Gore. Cooper, Tripp,
Latham. the: Hon. Hill-Trevor, Drs.
Anson, Grace, Findlay and others,

a . OPHELIA.

CHHISTCHURCH.

Dear-Beoe, January 14.

The '‘glory- of our boasted climats
hax vertainty left us; we dwell on the
memvry of what we used to do in
the . summer;;and hope (fortunately
we are very full of hope} that we

' shali. . soon get some settled punny
weather. 'Wa know it is spring, be«
cause the ledves come on the trees,
and:-we know it is autumn, becsuse
theyx fall off agnin; otherwise it is
always winter, with the exception of
thres: or four days between Novems
ber amd January, when a howling nor'~
wester rrakes one feel that the cose
tumeral a Filian even is irksome. In
this £athedral City we pride our
selvexon being so English *“don't
cher "know,” but we are all agreed
ws- would -rather not follow the pat-
tern of their late summer. Every-
thing- 30 far has been spoiled with
the rain. The Horticultural Societiy,
with #he kind permission of Captain
Heaton Rhodes, had arranged a floral
fete to take place last week at “Elm-
wood;™ but if had to be postpened to
this sveek, .and yet the settled wea-
ther seems no nearer.

Mrs. Wynn-Williams, Eatimer
Square, was *at home” to her friends

. Harleyy Miss Wynn-Williams

last Wednesday, and will be =so
throughout Junuary and February,
when 1he grounds and croquet lawns
make a delightful rendezvous., Lask -

r © week aft i
Misx @furding, In a white skirt and - ernoon tes was charmingly

arranged under the trees, when down
came the - pitiless rain, and drove
everyons and everything - indoors,
Among those prcsent were: Mrs, T,
(Eng« -
land), Mra., and Miss Dennlston, Mra,
and Miss Keeves, Mra, J, M, Turnbull,
Mrs, Wardrop, Mrs. and Mias Lee,
Mra, and Miss Ronalds, Mra, B. Ture
rell, Misa Murray-Aynsley, Miss Ned
will; but coming on an wet prevented
many from going.

Mrs. Walter Moore, Mra. and Misa .
N gave a river picnic last week, and
this also waa damped with a good
shower of rain, but a most enjoyabla
time wag spext, The party landed at
Dallington, and scon hLad a bright
camp-fire going, where high tea wan
served, and games, songs and storiew
made the evening pass all too guicke
ly. Among those present were: Mr,
Mrs. and Miss Moore, Mr., Mrs. sad
Miseses Hill, Mr. and Misses Elworthy,
Mr. and Miss Kitson, Mr. and Misg
Williams, Misses Julius, Wright, Dene
ham, Mr, and Miss Cook, Miss Saun«
ders, Messrs. G. Pascoe, FLawrence
and several more. - - .-

*Mr. J. C. Williamson's sompany ig
ab tha Theatre Royal tins weolk with
“Sherlock Hohnes,” of whick repurf
apeaks. very highly, and . standing
Toom only was put up on the second
night of its production.

Great interest iz felt here over the
coming cricket match with the Eng-
lishmen. I only hope our men will
not get too badly beaten, and learn
&ll they can from the visitors’ play.

The marriage of Miss Mabel Allam,
“Abberiey,” and Mr. Harman Reevea
(tormerly of Dunedin} is arranged to
take place about the second week in
February. It is intended not to have
a very large wedding party I hear,

N DOLLY VALE. |
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. PREMISES OPEN ON : :g;
: SATURDAY UNTIL 10 P.m.. $
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TSSO TONS

| BIG REDUCTIONS

. Greas Bargains

~ALL ROUND.

DRESS MATERIALS, PLAIN AND FANCY MUSLINS
PRINTS, SATEENS AND COTTON WABHING DRESSES
BUMMER BLOUBES, SKIRTH, ATRAW HATS, HOSIERY
LACE GOODS, Xto. .

SUNSHADES AND UMBRELLAS,
Cisaring Lines at RIDICULOUSLY LOW PRICES,

JADKENS, CAPES, MANTLES,
RAINFROOF AND MACKINTOSH CLOAKS.
The-Spigndid Stock of thess Goods all EEAVILY REDUCKED.

' BJQS, MLANKETS, and all Bulky Btoek must be Clemred,

- COUNTRY ORDERS,

by r will be

- flied st BALE PRICES, bt we Cannol Pay Freight on parocels

made up 8¢ REDUCED RATES,

RUSHBROOK & BRIDGMAN, Drapérs, Clothiers. a1‘1d1.0vutﬁ!:te!'s.

364, 366, 368, 370, QUEEN BfHEET, AUCKLAND,



