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oi & prime donma who conld act s
long as she could sing.

it wan the beginning of her glary
1i m singer and her ruin as § womau
The herdawoman songstress becanw
tae rege. The opers houme was pack-
ed on her ‘mights,” and the suite of
1o00um ahe oocupied in the Hotel Prin-
vess Luitpoid was a perfect bower of
ficwers. There was ziways a crowd
on the pavement to see her go lu
und out of her hotel, and her photo-
sraph wase in most of the shop win-
Guws and kioakm.

Soon she began (o appear in sor-

cising diamonds on the stage, and
elsow here, her taste not being of the
L-xt, and to be ween every off nignl
dicing and supping at the beat known
{und moat expensive) restautranta.
Ly this time her head, which at the
1est of times bhad nothing in it, was
eompletely turmed. She did not know
the boundary line. and being too sta-
pid to learn she soon overstepped it.
Lady Dorothy drove to her hotel and

villa st mix o’clock In the morning,
and the other half know who gave
you that big diamond peckiace you
are so proud of, and that both halves
are talking of your conduct a1 the
Bal de I'Opera? You will be chased
from the town. Do yom not kbow
the Grand Duke's code? Immorality,
if you like, but moise—mo. And you
bave combined the two.”

~1 told her my opinion of ber,”
exclaimed Ilrma, whose slow Lrain
had not got beyond Candoce’s ablu-
sions to Lady Dorothy. “YWhat has she
10 do with me now that [ am a great
artist?™ A

“Wherher you are a great artist
or not,” remarked Candoce, “Milady
Dorothy is a great lady. If yoa were
not as stupid as a vegetable marrow
you would kmow that there is a
difference; wmy soul, yes!”

*~I shall do as 1 like!™ said Trma
sulkily. “J have my New York and
my London engagements in my poc-
kets. and your wilady may go and
=pin.

“Well, and did you bring her 1n

1 have my¥ New York and London engagements in my pockets. and
your milady ¢an go and =pin.”

v as nppalled |y the way in which her
remonstrances were received, and
1ok counsel with Candoce.

“What is this I hear of you? in-
quired the great composer, who was
prone to take an admonitory atri-
tude towards his proteges. “The
things that you do, mademoiselie.
are an outrage—they are not d=cenl.
liat see! then, it b just like a wmal
cuow to behave so. Milady Dorothy
nas been telling me how you stoou
wu the table at the Kronprinz Cal
amlt sang somzs that even the waii-
ers blushed to hear, milady tells m-.

~What business is it of milady’sT"
nemonded Irma sulkily. “A starche!
tried-up old maid that eannot ¢njoy
life and would prevent snyone else
from doing so0.™

AL, ingrate! And it iz fine of
v, per Pacche! to speak thus of
ol maids!™ retorted Candore,  of
whnm no woman had ever gut the
Intter in vitnperation. “Are you s
miveried  woman. or likely  ta  he?
\What ix this I hear of Graf von Hnld-
¢¥tein and Baron Mosea Siiber?  Im
not koow that half the tawn

P leave that Jewish brigaud's

saw you

reason 7 asked LacCy Ikircthy when
Candace called on her ot ber hotel
the next afterooon. She was coDd-

siderally dizgusted with her protegee
and with the [lailure of her own in-
fuence.

“ltearon? 1s there rea=on in her
pmnphin head?” inquired the com-
plimentary Candoee.  “Ah.  milady.

yvau have done many zoed things, bu?
thi= tigne yon have done a bad om.
You had better have left her to her

vows. They were herfer compan:
than rirh Jews and [ast  young
nobles.™

Lady Ixrothy, whose conscience

~nid the =ame. Junked unromfortable.

=11 ix mot my fault.” she remarked
gt last. “Une is apt te furget that a
womuan wuy have a great gift and a

-mall sonl*™
A=k ngiou: “Why  den’t yon  ge?
d, pid fellow? 1s it because

1t afford it?”

tarrowhy (franklyp: “Not it ix be
cause the girl's futbher can't affur!
i

Viljoan on the War.

When General Hrn Viljoen stepped
on the piatform at the Queen’s Hall
"t London he was greeted with a
bearty chevr of Before
kalf a dozxen sentences had passed
from his lips he had guined the sym-
pathy of his audience.

Well-set and stalwart, with
tures that wpoke of his French ances-
try, Botha's secoidd in counmand wore
o semi-military tunic thet butiened
wh vlose to his necs.

A, carefully groomed moustache
aml imperial added to his martial
eppearance, while a humorous
1winkle in his eye irresistitly =ug-
gested the Hibermian.

General Viljoen was outspoken, Lut
far to0 human to be offensive. LI
he gave tree niteramces to his riews
on the fault of British generals, he
was equally frank in dealing with
ibe shortcomingzs of his own side.
Iiis English was good, and his accent
nnt uapleasant.

General Viljoen's first engagemen:
was Elandskaagte, and he described
with & touch of humour how he es-
cuped the cruel weapons of the Lan-
CETH,

For the British iofantry he had the
Ixghest praise. though he thought
they were over-bisciplined, with the
result that when their officers fell
tlexy too ofren became helpless.

The Bouer forces had not disciplio:-
vrough. The weaker brethren were
prone to induige in  precipitate re-
treat. “And tien,” said the Boer sol-
dier, grimly, “we found the sjambok
;. great help.”

General Viljoen referred repeated-
iF to “newspaper gemerals.”  They
were to be found, he said, on both
sides.

1t avas not their faylt that thexy
v'ere advertised, but in spite of them
selves legends grew up around them

“You in London.” he said. *“were
«Iten told that De Wet was surround-
ed, that his eseape was impassible.
and this by men who knew no more
about his position than you did.

“Then, when it was found that he
was a hundred miles away, the offi-
cer who had failed to catch him was
Lound to make a report that would
satisfy you.”

“\e had zome bad generals at the
Ireginning of the war" said Viljoen,
at another point. “men who were bei-
ter ewited to be parsons, or ¢lowns,
at London music halls. But we soon
packed them off to take charge ot
herds of eattle or women's laagers.
I don’t know.” he added. ironicas.
“whetbher you did the same thing w b
Aroeurs.

The zeneral restified to the Boer
respeat for Bualler, “I{ we had bad
a voice in regard 10 the grant to Lord
Pobrerts we would have given half ni
i1, said he, "te General Buller.™

Lord Kitchener he eulogised hijuh
lv. *“We on our side resp—t him a-
a very fine soldi~r and a mn of hi-
woird. | am sure if he return= to
Routh Africa at any time there wil?
te no Englishman who will be Derne,
received.”

Viljoen took part in the siege of
Tadysmith. The abandonmen:t of
yion Rop. he de-lared, amazed the
Roers.

After it bhac Iwen taken one lnes
meneral reticed o precipitately that
he left hi- anusuniuion WAreoRs T
Their fate.  “Whatever induced yau
1o aban?on the key to our peosition
1 never could make out.”

weltome.

fea-

When Viljnen and his men capturasd
the 4.7 gun at Helvetia they wer:
hrhiy elated to find that it had Deen
caristensd “Lady Rabert=" nnml hace
the name of her ladyship on -
hireech.

The genomal dheseribed rrimly how
e Fan np aoninst the Reval frish e
goment anid eaptured the party after
Lulf their pomlwr bhad been killed
and wounded,

=l agein mct the Royal Irish Hegi
ment,” eontinuwl Viljoen, with a
shake of the head. *“Thix tiow they
ambushed me. and 1ook me prisonsr
The offticvrg were very kind, and the
Tommirs treated us with ereal cour-
tesy. Bat they Jdiin’er conce=al their
enjoyment at having ot hold of me.™

Viljoen had nothing bur goed
say of Tommy Atkin<. though he ad-
mitted that T.A. neser smiled when
compelled to ehangy» clothw with a
Lower.

Some of the captnred officrrs were
furioue at having to yive up their put-
ties, and if in the process of exchang-
ing an eve-wlas~s was lost. and voull
cut be found, the owner was wont 1o
rise 1o great heights of denunciatory
vloquence,

In th: prisoners’ camp at &t. He-
lena, Viljeen  wus  ansthing  bur
bappy. In 3M tents there was a see-
vice of song night and morning. and
from each cam: a diff rept tune.

Dutside, the guards cried svery
quarter of an hour in the nighr.
“All's well” whether things were well
or not. To add to the horrors a
bugle sounded ev:ry half-hour, and
Viljorn began to  tremble for i~
TCason.

Many of the Boers attempted to es-
cape. Ume burgher took hiz depar-
trre in a box addressed to Lomclon.
aml Jabelled “Boer eurios ™ The pur-
ters who #ransported it to the quay
uhwittingly stood the unhappy man
« his head. He was caught on board
+hin.

Coming to the future of South A
rica. dreneral Viljoen declared it
ould be hypoerisy to suggest t
the bitternes~ engendered by the war
cvoulid I allayed in a2 moment.  Bur
vith tolerance on both =ides there
Was every reason why peace and goond
will should reign.

The Boers felt they had done their
<uty. and they were now anxious for
Ireace in order that they might re-
turn to their orlinary pursuits. A

ittle kindness shown towards them
now in their hour of paveriy would
Lear rich fruit in the future.

The gremeral's lecture concluiterd
amiil loud applause, though the audi-
thee was oot a very large one.

The Koh-i-Moor in the Queen’s
New Crown,

Hy the King’s orders, the fawmous
Kob-i-noor diamond. 1he finesr gem
in the crown of the late Queen Vie-
toris, is to be set iun the new crown
that is being made for Queen Alex-
andra. Many incorrect statements
have appeared regarding this world-
famous jewel, chief among which is
that it is the largest diamond in the
world. This is & mistake. The Em-
press of Russia is believed i he the
possessar of the largest, the one
known as the Orloff diamond. The
Florentine diamond, belonging 1o the
Emperor of Austria, is slso larger
than the Koh-i-noor, which in reality
only occupies the Ffth pn n
among big diam nda. Tre Orlrans
diamond and th- Stu.r n7 the Fouth.
the latter a predoct - Brazil. are
generally acknowiedged to come be-
fore the Brilish stone,

TO CLEANSE THE SYSTEM

eifectuaily yet gently when costive or
bilious, or whea the blood is impure
or sluggish, to permanently cure
habitual constipation, to awaken the
kidneys acd liver 10 a healthyactivity
without irritaling ur weakening them,
to dispel ueadaches, colds, or fevers,

CALIFORNIAT:...
SYRUP oF FIGS

NATURE'S PLEASANT LAXATIVE

An ides] {amily medicine. Mabufac-
tured only by the Caliornia Fig
Syrup Co. Each package of the
genuine bears their name and irade
mark

Of Chemistseverywhere, 13, 14d_and
s od Drepot: 33 Smow Hict, Lomoow, E.C,




