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The Wreck of the Ventnor.

The fAtdrling arrived at 530 p.m.
on Baturday and left immediately for
ths North te search for the missing
boat. Ehe made a xig-zay courses up
the eoast, ealling at Abipara, eom-
municating with Cape Maria, after a
thorough search of Spirita Bay. Bhe
is due ¢o return hers about Tuassday.
The weather waa exceptionally fnd
snd clear last weelk.

Under ihe present conditions o

Isnding eould be effectsd almosi any-

where on this coast. .

The Ventnor's men differ as to the’
probable fate of the missing boat. A

Frenchman named Obein asays ha
jumped out of the captain's boat
when the Ventnor was almost sink-

ing, and picked up the third mate's’

boat He statea that aIi hands in
the captain’s boat excepting two
Chiness and himnelt were drowned

‘Thin statement the officera do mot
believe, as after the steamer pank
momebody im the eaptain's boat call-
&d for m bailer, T

However, it is considered that the
captain’s boat and its necupants may
have been drawn under by suction
snd drowned,

A fireman named Van Poppel, who
is amongst the missing, 13 said to be
& Belgian nobleman.:

The chief officer, Mr Cameron, in-
terviewed, said: . .

The Ventnor left Wellington at 9.30

on Bunday week, with fine clear wea-

fher and amooth sea, -

Early on Bunday afterncom the
&teamer cleared Cook Straits, and =
<ourse was shaped io carry her fiva
or six miles seaward of Cape Egmont,

At foer o'tlock I went on watch
and at eight o’clock I was relieved by
the third mats (Mr Ure). I gave Mr
Ure the course. I told him to keep

% look out for the light at the Cape
towarde the end of his watch. I then’

went helow. At midnight the second
officer went on watch, .

At 130 a.m, 1 was awakened by &
shock as if the steamer had struck
on a rock. I jumped out of bunk and
bhurried on deck. I saw land ahead
of me, and everyhody was on deck.

The boats were lowered to the rail.

The tanks and holds were spounded.
Naomber one hold was found to-be
making water and rapidly filling. No.
£ tank was full, and the other tanks
were gradually filling, There was a
lttle water in No. 3 hold on the port
gide.

‘The pumps were ordered om No. 1
hold immediately -after the boat
#iruck and the engines were yevers-
ed.

-Iwelve minutes Iater the steamer
came off the rocks. She was then
put half speed, and it was decided to
go on to Auckland, that port offering

the best facilities for docking and re-

Ppairs.

The vessel was not at this time con-
gidered in immediate danger.

All Bunday the pumps were con-
stantly at work, N
« During Sunday night we found the
water was gaining in No. 1 hold, and
the pumps were unable to cope with
the inflow. In the meantime watfer
was gaining in No. 3 hold. Accord-
ingly the pumps were transferred to
that portion and were successful in
keeping the water under.

At nine on Monday morning the
vessel had {ravelled sixty or seventy
miles at half apeed since the mishap.
8he was steering well and the hops
was yet entertained of reaching
Auwckland, She was  -now however,
-flown by the head about five feet.

In the aft¢rnoom of Sunday wuter
showed in the fore pesk, and on the
foilowing morning the water had
risen in the fore peak five feet. '

The vessel was now down by the
head as far as the "tween decks, and
-watar was slsc starting to show over
the fore peal, .

Bhortly before six o'clocx it was
evident to all that the cen.#) waa in
great danger,

The captain altered his course and
made for the land. The vessel was,

aver, unmanageable, and ¢ounld
vuly be driven at very slow speed.

The danger of the position was .

pointed out to the men by the cap-
i.

taln, but all declded to atitk to the
ship.

Land was sighted torty miles south
of Holdanga at & p.m. on Suaday.

Water was now beginning to wash
freely about the decks, which were
flush with the sea

Abont five o'clock the boats were
all provisioned and the men ordered
to stand by them ready 3o let po.

About ten milesa off Hokianga
Heads the engines were stopped.

It was decided to wait till daylight

if the wewssl remained buoyant and

then eadeaveur to go ahead.

Towards nine o'clock, howerer, tha
veasel ecommenced settling fast, and
her mair deck was altuost wader
water.

Half an honr later all hands wera
ordered into the boata, and the five .

Dboats were manned.

Just about this time the side lighta .
disappeared while the boats were atill

alongaide, and two minutes [ater

Prarious to the
wteamer the captain stood on the
port aide, leaning over the rail. He
said, “Shove off, boyn." The weassl
was then well under water.

That was the last acen of the eap- -

tain by the mats. He walked round
the deck house to the other mide of
the steamer, where two boaia wers.
The third mate told me that he and
the captaln jumped overboard to-
gether, .
Thereafter there seems to be a eon-

® flict of opinion as to what occurred

that the davita struck the -captain‘s
boat, which capsized.

The third mate’s boat got clear and
subsequentiy three men were picked
up by the latter. Somebody was
heard to ¢all cut for a hucket, but no
cry for help was heard. The third
mate's boat was itwenty yards off
when ths Ventnor sank. Her erew
sighted Hokianga light about twe
o’elock in the morning. They had a
fearful battle jin the breakers and on
the bar inside the Heads, They dis-
cerned a light burning on the shore,
and on landing found the small boat's
orew were already ashore. They had
lighted a fire and several ladies were
assisting boiling coffee and drying
clothes. It was about 5.30 a.m. when
the third mate's boat landed, the
other boat, which was a smaller one,
antictpating them by bhal? an hour.

‘The third boat was picked up by ths .

Energy ten miles north of the Heads.

Another statement is to the effect
that the capiain ard second officer
remained on deck when the ateamer
ganlk. .

The saecond engineer, Mr Bail-
e, states; — After pumping smeve-
ral hours we found it im-
possible to control the water in
Ne. 1 bold. The pumps were chang-
ed to No. 3 hold, and 8soon had it
dry. All Monday the ship kept going
half speed. Although Nos 2, 3 and 4
holds were kept dry the water reach-
ed its own level in No. 1 hoid duriog
the afternoon. There was nmo change
in our . condition throughout the
might. At daylight matters began to
pasume g gerious state. Shortly be-
tore four o’clock I found No. 2 hold
was making water, and with every
heur past the angie of the deck be-
eamre greater. -

The jeak must have increased much
between eight and nine o'clock. Tha
deck was full of waeter, and the ateam-
er sremed to have lost buoyancy.

When the hoats pushed off the side
lights became submmerged. When we
were twenty yards off the ateamer
disappeared.

The sight was an awful one. The
water gradually roBe over the deck
ta the atoke hele, when the sterm Lift-
ed, rising quicker and quicker till the
steamer atood upright. Three or
four meconds later she sank, with a
welrd, whizzing sound, accompanied
by & jJet of lame from the fuanel.

The men were somewhat short of
clothing. On landing the greater part
of the day was speut before a iog
fire on the beach.

The course laid by the captnin was
the same usually set, but the tide
and current caused the steamer to
drift oo th= rocks. .

Mr Baillie is of opinjon that the
steamer’'s bdttom was completely per-
forated by striking on-the rocks, and
that her tanks slone kept her afload
for a conasiderable time before she
foundered. - .

Arrangsments have been made for
the crew of the Ventnor to leave for
gnehungl by the Qairloch om Tuess

Y.

The officers say very little with re-
faronoe to the time whea ths mas

sinking of the

were ordered 40 man the boats. The
crew state that the astarn of the
steamer had risem out of the water
when the order waa given that the
boatsa should be manned on Tuesday
afternoon, as the steamer waa then
ready to sink.

A Frenchman named Oheis, tha
look-out man, states that he saw the
land & Httls before the ateamer
struck the point. The Hght was not
discernible, being low,

On Friday last thers arrived in
Avciinnd twenty-three passengersand
crew, including the chie? oMicer, Mr
Carperon, and the aecond engineer,
Mr D. Haillie, who, in addition to the
third officer, third engineer and two
mea already here, are the only surs
vivora from the wreek of the steamer
Ventnor, which foundered off Hoki-
anga Heads on Tuesday of last week.
At mime o'clock yesterday morning
the crew left Opononi, Hoklangs, in
the Northern 8.8. Company's steamer
Gairloch, aad atier a pleasant trip
down the coast arrived at Onehungs
at sevem this morning, the joum{
thenes to town being made by ral
During their stay at Hokisnga the
men were hoapitably treated by Mrs
Bryers and family, and on the whole
their atay at Owapere was an enjoy-
able one, The officers are staying at
the Waverley. Hoted, and arranpe-
ments have been made for the erow
to put up at the Sailors* Home.

None of the surviving oflicers, with
the excepiion of the third engineer,
who was below in the engine roem,
were on watch at the time the Vent-
nor struck on the reef running out
from Cape Egmont, and as naturally
they will not now wpeak of that
which they did not see, their opinion
will be obtained only at the nautical
inquiry to be held shortly at either
Auckland or Wellington. As atated
in & previous isgue, a course calcu-
lated to carry the steamer five or
six miles to seaward of the tape wan
laid dowa by Captain Ferry the even-
ing before the wessel struck, and it
has since beem stated that but for
the setting in of & atrong tide and
current theaceident would neverhave
occurred. Twelve minutes after the
vesse] Btruck scundings were taken,
and it was found that she had made
very little water, and the fact was
conveyed to the crew, who were also
informed that shoald the water rise
to any alarming extent within the
next twenty-four hours all hands
would be ordered to the boata.

It a statement made by oune of the
crew can be relied on the captaim
svidently did not consider the vessel
in any immediate danger, as he is re-
ported to have given it as his inten-
tion to make for Hong Eong, the
original port of destination. How-
ever, after conferring with his offl.
cers, the captain decidaed to come on
1o Aunckland, as he considered this
the nearest port at which the vessel
could be docked and repaired ut
reasonable cost. Bome people have
gone Bo far as to wtate that the cap-
tain was guilty of an error in judg-
ment in deciding on Auckland. Ques-
tioned on thia point the officers,
while refusing to give a direct an-
swer, stated that they were quite cer-
tain the captain did what was best
under the circumstances, adding that
thers might be reasons of wiich the
public are entirely fgmorant for the
captain’s decision to come to this
port. Both officers and men sapeak
appreciatingly of the good seaman-
like qualities of their skipper, and
are assured that he did all that lay in
his power to Bave his ship, at the
same time paying due precaution for
the safety of all on board.

When off Hokianga Heads on Tues-
day morning it was apparent to all
on board that the veasel had but a
short time to float. The crew ap-
proached Captain Ferry and amsked
him to beach the ateamer, she being
then waterlogged and her propeiler
almoest out of the water, making her
unmanageable. The captain seemed
to think the proposal a feasible one,
but being yei determined that no-
thing sbould be left undone to save
his veasel he aceordingly put to sea.
Nine or tea miles off the land the en-
gines atopped. It was his Intention
to lay by till the morrow, and if the
watertight bulkbeads then showed no
signs of giring away to resume the
voyage to Auckland, The 1ill-fated
stepmor, as 1a well known, sank that
same night. -

Throughkodt the dny the bulkheads
were expacted $o give way at aay

moment, and theeraw werw sas+mbied
aft in readiness to take to the boata
The tanks fere and aft wers full of
water, while No. 1 bhold forward was
also fleoded. No. 2 hold and the two
after holds were practically dry, and
had this condition of things lasted
it was confideatly expected that port
would yet > paade in aatety. About
four o'clock in the afterncom the
bulkheads commenced to leak, and
At 9.30 they gave way eompletely.

In sn- amazingly short espace of
time the Vemtnor zank from wiew.
The svetion eaussd by the sinking of
the vessel was a source of great dam-
ger to the ocrupants in the stoall
boata. The chief officer's boat, with
thirteen men, and one of tha smaller
boats, which should have been in
charge of the sscond mate,
with four men, two Aremen and two
sallors, weres successful In  pulling
awany some 13 or 20yda before the
wteamer gank. The other tyo hoats
were leas fortunats. The thivd
mate's boat with seren men, just
pushed off aa the vessel was diaap-
pearing, and the captain’s bost, which
beld 16 men, from all account was
still alongside when the VYemtnor
took the final plunge. 1t ia presum-
¢d the latter boat was capsized by
the steamer’s davits striking  her
gunwale. That gsubsequentiy the
third mate’s boat and the captain's
Lont were in close proximity is evi-
denced by the fact that two Chinese,
who could not awim, floated along-
side the former and were picked up,
as was also a Frenchman., A volce
which is aaid to have heen tha fourth
englneer's, was heard to ery out for
& bucket. After that al]l is s« hlank,
and the officers and crew themselves
cemsider that the boat was drawn in
by the suction, and her occupants
drowned. Of the other boata two
effected & landing inside Hokinnga
Heads at Omapere Beach between,
two and three o'clock the following
morning, and sirange to aay the
smaller boat, which was navigated
by seamen only, was tre first te touch
on dry land, anticipating the larger
boat in charge of the first mate hy
sbout half an hour. The third
mate's hoat imissaed the Hokiangn
light, and wasg picked up at ten by
the little ateamer Energy, and also
Janded nt Omapers, Three old and de-
crepid Chinamen were boarded at
the Opononi Hotel, the wthers put-
tingup at Mrs. DBryer's boarding-
house, Omapere,.

©Of the three crews, the third mate's
had probably the mosti iryiug es-
perience. Being late in leaving the
side of the sibking stesmer they hud
to pull for their lives to escape de-
struction in the whirling waters, and
%0 make matters worse cne of the
oars snapped at the vritical mo-
ment. With but three oars they mun-
aged to pilot the boat out of reach
of the traublesome waters, 1i was
found that a considerable quantity of
water had got on board, the bant
being then half full, und the sca wus -
almost flush with the topsides. The
boat continued making wuter, and in
thia predicament a course weg shap-
ed for land. The bailer was joccs-
santly in uwse, and, with only two
oars the crew rowed doggedfy om.
They suffered greatly from priva-
tion and cold, and when picked up
were  compietely exhausted. The
courage aand determination of the
third mate, the officer in charge, is
spoken highly of by the men.

Mr. Martin, the harbourmaster at
Hokiangan Heads, saw the YVentnor
off the coast during the afterncon,
and he then realised that she was 1m
a ainking coaditien. Throughout
the night a sharp leok-out wus kept,
but the two red lights, the algnal
that a boat is foundering, were not
exhibited. A steamboat was in
readioess at the Heats, and would
have gone out to render uasistance
if the signal had beeo hoisted. It
appears that the lights were ordered
to be hoisted at the masthead, but
from the excitement of the moment
or somea cother cause this was not
vbeyed.

In the early part of last year the
Veninor struck on wn outlying reef
in the Japanesc lslanda, and 40 plates
were crmelderably damaged. No. 3
hoid rapidly ﬂllel.‘rwlth water, and la-
to the after-hold a large quantity of
water was pumped to sink the pro-
peller. Bhe wan taken to the near-
eat port and docked for repairs; Lhe
satimated cost of which was £ 4000,



