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What's O'clock.

BY MARIAN ISABEL HURRELL.

With the sunlight oa her hatr,
T Little Kitty stapda,
Telling mother *“What's o'clock,”
In the meadow lands.

Grave and awe#t her winsome face,
("Tia & picture falr),

Rosy lipa are pouting—ase!
Yot po frown is there.

“On¢ o'¢lock, and two o'clock,”
Kitty smiles In glee;

“There ‘m lota of tlme for plar.
Mother dear,' says ahe.

Btill she blows the downy flakes,
From & ball of white;

On the alr they flost away,
Oh, so soft and Hght!

Mother xays ‘tiz time to bid
Meadow lands good-bye,
For each sleepy Httle flaw'r,
Seen will close its ey,
“Three o'¢lock, and four o'clock—
Five! Ah, dearle me!
Mother, after all, 18 right;
It 1a time for tea.
e —————

How Insects Make Their Toilets.

(Lilian C. Flint.)

We =are inclined to think of in-
sects a8 eoming into the world fully
equipped as to their dressing, and
once born, thai they mnever have to
think of their personal appearance.
But it requires but a few minutes
watehing & hive of bees, or a fly on
the window pane, to see that the
care of their earthly tabernacles
forms quite an important item in
their economy.

We see an animal washing and
stroking its young, but we have not
perhaps given attention enough to
some of the insect settlements pear
us to see to what perfection they
have brought the care of .the body.
Some of them have developed a regu-
lar system as massage, and seem to
enjoy it as much as do their human

neighbonrs. - .
Wauich the Ifttle people of the
earth as they hegin to tumble out of

their beds. They are not ronning
foolishly about, from anywhere tu

anywhere, but they are a wholesome,
thoughtful inhabitant, enguged in
doing many things to make hfe
easier.
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Now the sleep of our tiny neigh-
bours, the ants, ia not very marked,
hut there is no daubt thut they sleep
some. Mine drew their legs up to-
ward the body, and when | touched
one of them khe immedintely began
ta cleanse herself; she
as  -wauld human
awikened from sleep.

The
ary sleep of this ecnommunity was ar
near as I could obeerve, absuit throee
haura,

Many Insects are provided with a
complete =et of comhs and brushes

wrikine-

and the ants have their share of
these conveniences. and they are zo
attached to their hodiex that they
never get lost.

But while other insectz perform
their own toilets, the ants eall In a
friend to assist, One ant Iny quet-
ly town on ita wide and the friend
commenced operations. First it tonk
the face and licked it thoronghly,
even the tiny jaws were lield apart
20 that they were mote convenivut
te work upnn,

As soon as the face was cleanseid
the cleaner went to the chest nnsd
rubhed and washed it thoronghly,
then the thigh, and first one leg and
then the other received pttention,
then tip the ather side ta the head.

Oeensinnally  another  ant wonld
eome along to help, bt she =oon
stopped and left it ta the ariginal
warker. The ant which was heing
treated, appeared te have full enjoy-
ment of the process; she relaxed all
hee museles, and lay bick with the
look of a perfect picture of surrend-
er and ease. 8he gave her limhs
limp and =opple to her friend, and
simply seemed as happy as a1 good-
aatured baby having its bath,

There ix nn doubt ta the ohzerver
of the pleasure that they take in this
process, T saw one ant kneel down
hefore another. and thrast forward
her head. expressing as plainly as if
she had asked in sa many wards, the
fact that she wanted to he sponged
and combed. And the ant to whom
she went ynderstand as well as if she
had a spoken Ilanguage. and im-
mediately commeneed to rub and ek
the head, and give her a regolar miss.
age treatment,

The life of anr inseet npeighbours
{s not all work: there are many plen-
sures that we do not think of as we

sec  them woing about their dadly
work of trying to get a Iving to

pravide for their hungrey brood of
children. They are as light-minded
in erertain directions as are thefrhin.
wan brothers, innd they like to have
a good Hme aceasionally as well ax
human hables,

Terhinps theic seose of well-l
depends as does opurs, on their h:
of  persanal eleanliness, fur we Hud
that some of them aee ax dinty in
their eare of dAhomselves as a well
hronght ap child,

volleciion hex ontsids
e of the liospit and Adropped g
muelh—cherished  penny in it Then
she stood and Jook-d ot it and, when
nothing  happened.  =<he turned  to
nurse ahnd asked:

“Nursie, how long will T have i
wuil for the chocolate?”

Taa saw o

Tuelr Roval Higbnesses toe Dukt and Duchiss of
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