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Faturday, November 15, 1008,

A Smart Dinner Party at the
Centra! Hotsl

The dinper party given at the Cen-
trol Hotel, 1o celcbrate the comple-
#ivn of the recent extensive altera-
tivns, was unqueslionubly vhe of tha
most Aumptuous affairs ever served
in Auckland, and would hare done
credit 1o any chef and cuisine in tha
Ewmpire. The gucsis assembled about
s¢ven u'clock, and were received in
one of the private drawing-rovms «n
the first floor by the huwst, Mr. Rol-
leston. A stroll rouud the new wing
and first floor generully showed how
extensive are the alterations, The
most striking improvement is that
whereby the little smoking-room at
the end of the maiu hall leading out
on te the handsome pdrtico has been
thruown by an archway into the draw-
ing-room on the right, thus making a
very prettily-shaped and cunvenient
juunge, which haa been richly car-
peted and furnished with such taste
and diseretion that it new fors one
of the most charming and genial
meeting places for guests to be found
jn any hotel. The large drawing-
rcom rerains as it was, but has been
splendidly re-carpeted amd re-furnish-
ed; this being the case indeed with
regard to the whote hotel, Some of
the DLedrooms, notably two on the
firs1 floor, are furaished with a dis-
regm-d of cost and lavishness noth-
ing less than amazing even in these
da\s of luxurious hotel accommada-
tivp. Into the matter of the altera-
tivus, etc., however, we hope to re-
turn at length in another izsue, and
1o describe them in seme detail. Dins
ner was served in the convenient
supper-room, which has been addad
for the convenience of theatre-going
end late-arriving guests. The menu
was as fullows:

MENU. .
Ilors wveuvrss Yaries. Tertines de
Caviare.
Giive Farcien  Aulchovy Eggs
Devilled Aimonda.
Oysters  on Half  Sbeil

[OUI
" Tortue Clatre a I'Anglaise.
Puree of Chicken a Ja Heine,
FISH.

Saimon and Cucumber Sauce

Hollaudalse.
Filets de Scles a La Uolbert,

FEaiglish

ENTREES.
Larded Sweetbreads and Puree of Groen
Peas

Lamb Cutlets and Fresh Mushreems.
Shrimps in Aspie.

JUINTS
Ruasl Sirloin of MHeef aund Horseradizh

Bauve,

Roasl Spring Lunb and Peas and Mint
wace.

POULTRY.
Devilled Turkey and York am and
Oyster Sauce,
Rgast "hicken., Pummes Pailles, French
Saia

GAME.

Cempule of New Zewlund Pheazani zux
Champlgcons.

Asprrges au Beurre,
ENTREMETS,

Omelette au Rhum,
Victorla Trifte. Charlatte Russe,
Mavedolne Jelly.
Bavariun Creany. Hnlafz de Fruits and
Cream.

Glace a la Tutd Frutti.
Dessert Varies.
Cafe Nuir,
Kovember 6. 1%L

It is not too much to say that the
couking and serviee of this fine bun-
quet could not have Leen exeelled
anywhere, and reflected the highest
arcdit not only on the chef de cuisine,
but the maitre d'hotel, who saw it
sent o ctable,  The wines were,
morcover, worthy of the viamds., An
excellent choblis was sepved with the
oveters. A light and elegant amon-
tillardo accompanicd the soup. Claret-
drinkers were provided with fine vin-
tage, and the chompagne wos Goulet,

* iginally owned by

1559, one ©f the best champagnes
which has ever reached this eoluny.
After dinner, to which, needlees to
eay, ample justice was done, Mr. Rol-
leston, after the uswal luyal toaet ot
“The KMg.” propuoreéd the health of
the owners (Mr, L. D. Nathan & Co.}.
He spuke of the large and very heavy
expenditure of capital which had
been necesrary to bring the hotel to
it presens position, a puosition he
was proud to see it occupy, and a po-
sition for which he was proud to say
he was in some degree responsible.
¥e claimed without egotism or boast-
ing that some kudoa for Lringing up
the hotel from what it wax when he
took it over to what it was to-night
belonged to himself, but it would
have been impaossible for him to have
done much had he been denied the
geuercous and hearty support of the
owners. He had time after time gona
io Mr. Nathan, suggesting some im-
provements, and, though that gentie-
man wight look at him severely for a
moment or two and ask shrewd and
searching questions, it always cawe
to a smijte, and *Well, Mr. Rolleston,
if vou think it is justified it must be
done,” and the cheqgue, however
heavy, wae cheerfully forthcoming.
Even now, with the vastly-increased
accommodarion just added, there was
not any revom to spare, but he be-
lieved if he went to the owners again
they would meet him cheerfully, He
was prond of the hotel, prond of the
share he bad bad in making it what
it was, and he knew the owners were
proud of their property too.

Alr L. D. Nathau, who was receiv-
ed with much applause, opencd his
speech with some informal and very
interesting reminiscences of the old
l-re_tlmund Hotel, the forerunoer of
the Central. He said: It may be in-
teresting for you to learn so far as
1 can tell you the history of the old
Gireyhound Hotel, now merged into
the magnificent strueiure we are in
this evening, called the Centrat Ho~
1el. " So far as I can remember the
Gireyhound. sitnated in Queen-street
and Victoria-strest corner, was or-
the late W, L.
Hogers. This was in 1849, and when
he died he left a life-interest in this
yroperty to hiz wife. 1 think a fa-
mily named Vercoe ran the hotel
in the latter portion-of Reogers’ lite-
time. ‘1The yard, the portion on
which the Central, amd the bulk of
the D.S.C. building stands to-day,
was owcupied by the late Heory
Hardington as-livery and bait stables
for very many years, having bis ex-
it or Dack entrance in High-street.
In fact, the yard ran right through
By an archway in the middie of the
Quren - street  builling and out
at Hiph - street. Mr. ~ Harding-
ton's foreman was the late The-
mas  Beleber, and
took over his late master’s interests,
and also comdueied most successful-

Iy the Jivery and bait stabies on the .

same sput. Then when the Thames
goldfiekls broke out, the place was
feased by the Messrs Mclsaavs, the
noted miners ant prospectars. They
subsequently sold their lease to the
late Michael Cochrane, and at the
termination of Michael Coclrane’s
lease. I think my late father deter-
mined to remove the Greyhound Ho-
tel from Queen-street to High-street,
building the sheps as you see today
in Queen-street and Victoria-street
East, and the Central Jotel at the
corper, in whieh we are =itting this
evening.,

‘sulhequent!y Mr Nathan {ock ad-
vautage wf the opportunity to put
the views of the owners of hotels on
the local option yuestion, His re-
marks, which were temperate and
well thuught out, have becn fully re-
perted io the daily papers, but
uwing to considerations of space
vannet be repeated here.

Mr Mowlray proposed the health
a! the host, Mr Rolleston, wioin he
wus proud to describe as one of his
aoldest friends. He puid high tribote
to Mr Rolleston both as a privnte
host, n bhotel bost, and o courlepus
English gentleman, and Mr Mow-
bray’s sentiments were
those of oll present, for they met
with enthusiastic applause. Several
other toasts were honoured, and a
very delightful evening was spent.
Yuring Jdinner Mr Burke's orchestra
rlayed an sdmirable pregramme of
music.

6’ coxt ana troubla.

NO EGGE!

TO EVERY LADY TO MAKE
DELICIOUS CUSTARD

k> ADAILYLUXURY!

BIRD'S !J:;a.nr.i Fowder makes a pur.-:: Blgh-c:m Costard at & minimunm
Used iy ail the iasdisg Diplsriics of tha Bonik
KEeonzindion Gehioglia’l Caokary, LoRfsn, lavaiuzbla xles for s waristy of
Buert Dinkaz, dociyes 10> wkioh ACICIAPADY avery DACEGL,
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Storvieepers can obtain Suppiies fromy all the besdi Wk -

POWDER

MO TRAUSLE]

he subsegquently’

A Weak Stomach

Indigestion, No Appetite, Exhaustion, General Weakness,— Al Dis
tu a S!ugglsh Liver and Impure Blood - -

My, G. A. Boxall, of Prahran, Vie-
toris, sends us his photograph and says:
*1 wish to tell every one the great

: help I received from Ayer's Sarsapa-
- rilkk I sufiered terribly from weak.

ness of the stomach, indigestion, and
bilionsness, and I had no appetite. I
felt tired all the time. Sometimes
seamed a&lmost impossible for me to
keep about. But after using Ayer's
Barsaparilla for a short time for my
blood and as a general tonio to my
pervous system, and with an occasional -
vse of the Pills to keep my bowels in
good condition, T rapidty ixoproved, and
am now enjoying better health than ¥
bareinalongtime. ] now keep these
medicines near at hand and take justa .
little whenever I begin to feel badly, -
for, you know, ‘s stitch in time saves -
nine,'™ . .

_ “The World’s Createst Famlly Medlcine."

' - Of course you canhot enjoy good heslth if your stomack gives out. - You
must bave an appetite, most digest your food, and must keep your liver - -
active, Mnuscular strength, nervous strength, desire to be active, and = feeling
of general good health may be yours by keeping your liver active and yoor

" blood pare. It takes just two medicines for thm-
and Ayer’s Sarsapdrilla for the blood.

Ayer’s Pills for the liver,

It’s Ayer’s Sarsaparilla you want, Insist npon getting “Ayer's,” for it's
stronger, contiins more ingredients, and ¢ures quicker than any other kind,

AYER’S Sarsaparilla

Strengthens the Stomach and Aids Digestion

{ Ayer’s Pills keep the liver in a healthy condition..
Freparsd by DR, J. €. ATER & CO., Lewsil, Muse., U. 5. &
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LINE or ROVAL MAIL -
STEAMSHIPS,

Tn eccnpeetion with the

CANADA TO UNITED
STATES AND EURDPE.
Chojce of Mail Serxicos

Montrem!, Xew York

or vther Porty

MOST INTERESTING BCENERY EXER

YIEWED,
ROUND I‘HI WORLD __TOURS . AT
OCWEST BATES.

ECROPE AND BA(': WIHOUT TRAVERAING
BEATEF TracKe.

Pmo‘:ydn;y. DB;in'hlu-. Bove,

- 2 Oct. 14

oo 'Nuv. l hu';. [] Nov. Ill
[] Dec.

d every 'r'anty-clght D-yl thereattar,
)\cw Zenland have the vption of joining the Mail Btenmer
or provesding from Auckland 1o Suva and ¢mba
Wickland to Vavcourer or Sao Franciseo, £16 Liver-
£30 to £54 se.: Round the World, £48 10a. to £141 10w,
spECIAL E\C( BTGNS to Bantl,in Hocky Mountalnn, In Jair. Aogust, Beptember
Return Fare frow Auvckland: £85 | PenESE)

rhing |.'hrn.
to 842 56

inciudlug ll ux,

¥or Information, Folders, Guide Hooks, eic., spply
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UNION STEAMSHIF CO, OF K.Z, LTD.



