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THE GREAT BARRIER TRAGEDY,

1t was just sixteen years ago this
very month, on Thursday, June 17th.
n clear c¢old winter's mnight, and
Auckland Harbour was lying bathed
in the matchless glory of full moon-
light. Many were drawn from their
homes for a stroll dewn the wharf,
an¢d perchance some of these may
have noticed the well-knewn lecal
cutter Sovereign of the Seas lying
moeared cut between ire railway and
QQueen-street wharves, and may have
heard over the peaceful waters of the
Whitemata the sounds of a drunken
cvaroure, Those who did so doubtless
must have felt the contrast between
the exruisite purity ard beauty of
the calm moonlit panorima of the
Hauraki Gulf, and the brutal orgie
woing on on the cutter, but they
conld rsearcely have imagined that
there was then heing thought out in
two bralns at least a plot of murder
and artempted abduction which was
destinerd to horrify Auckland, and to

bring the two chief actors tao the
wallows, after an interval of some
seven yenths,  Such. however, was

the ease. John Caifrey and William
A. Penn, with a paramour of the lit-
ter name¢ (irace . but whose sec-
ond name we suppress, were the
hosts. Heveral young fellows came
on board, and there was a Jot of wild
talk concerning piracy and the rest.
Caffrey had at cne time been a suitor

for the hand of a Miss Tayloe, of the
Burrier — there had, indeed, bLeen
some sort of engugeiment  Letween
them ot ot thne, but this had been
broken off for some yeurs when our
stury apens, and the lady had marviad
a Mr Seymonr, Caffrey nuesed  his
passion and his  desire fur revenge
on the father of the zirl, and. extra-
ordiniary as it seems to us, he and
hix friswd and mate. Pean, had agreed
to Lecome modern pirates, to riun up
a “Black Juek” on the "Suvervign of
the Seas™ awl to abduer feom the
Havrier Mes Sevmour and her sister.
The father was ta be pur onr of the
way if he interfered, and the cutter
s to slisappear from publie ken. the
party Intending 1o make for Souti
America, and senttle her on arriving
off that enast, Such was the scheme
of Caffrey and his comveade, How far
it wax really talked over on that even-
i #nd how far those who went on
hoard sunderstood of the hints which
were thrown ant,  will unever e
kuown.  For very pbyvious reasons all
knnwledwe of anything appreoaching
vielence was denied by those present
when they appeared as witnesses in
the case. That there were some wilil
threats seems certain, but it is pos-
sible no one save the twa eriminals
themselves thought more about them
than the comuwuu vauntings of g
drunken ¢aronse. About eleven o'clock
the roysterers helped the bemused
captain and mate to get the sails up,

nnd then after n  nulsy furewell
Caffrey and Penn touk leave of the
city, whither they were only to re-
turn manaeled and ironed, and fore-
doomed to the gullows. Gently and
imperceptibly the cutter left her
moorings behind, and slipped dawn
the silvery waters of the moon-lit
Waitematn, with the ebbing tide, It
seems  ineredible thar men  shonld
have calmly set forth nid a seene
of such calm beauty and piulness
ta carry out xo mad and bl:iody o pur-
pose. but as usual “the drink™ hail
haed its influence. Foe  qome  tlme
Teun, with his paramour, steered, but
abent five in the morning  ealled
Cattrey from his sodden stopor. and
went helow and to sleep.  Coffrey's

potations had, however, been deep.
nnd the entter drifted at her  awn
sweet will till 9 a.om,, when the irin

were aroused by the boat grounding
on Rungitoto Reef. Here she remained
till six on PFriday evening,  giving
ample time for meditation ou the
eriminal folly of the enterprise. At
that hour. hawever, =he was got off,
ard headed for Tryphena Bay, Great
jarrier, where the Taylor fomily
Hyved. Dduring the daw the black flag
wis got ont, and alsu three revalvers,
with which some praetite rouk place
it being noted by Coffrey that one of
the pistols was faulty. That night
the men took turm and turn about
in steering. both, doubtless. thinking
in the solitude of the awful task they

had eowe to pursue, 1Y was not da
when they sailed inta Teyphena b
aml dropped anchor. A strong wind
Tl got up aluring the night, and it
was an exceedingly rongh awd bois-
terous mornitg.  Calmly awl collee!-
cdly the twa nen went about their
e ions-—1he sails were only par-
rially Jowered., w0 as to be in readi-
news far a speedy departure, and the
woman titece was told that they were
zaing ashore to get the girls. Tefure
they teft the vessel Caffrey went down
antl leinded the revolvers, and put
=ty - halliard vopes in his pocket, I r
the porpose. as e told the wemin.
of binding Taylor shou'd be make any
vesisfanee,  fle also =aid that if he
digd not get the girls he wonld shoot
the father for revenge. Penn alsn
waw  the rirl, when buckling  on
his knife, and «he nlleped that he saw)
he would go ashore to help get the
rirls. but would do no shooting. The
wirt then told him what his mate hul
suid about shooting Taylnr. and ev-
dently to calm her. Penn proml<ed
to warn Taylor. Callously as they
Tl planned the affair, it was not one
to he carried out without some
“Duteh courage,” and CafTrey treated
hims=elf to a full tumbler of nent
spirits before leaving the ship. They
Teft the vessel at ten minutes to five
in the idinghy, and having watchoed
them out of sight. the girl went rto
¢lean up the calin in preparation for
the advent of the wirls whom the men
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The name of the boat may be distinct ly read by means of a magnifying gl ass.
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