
supported by his lips. Then she re-

covered herself, and Baudelot led her

to a seat. She made him sit down

beside her and said:

“Listen, you must go. Listen, they

are harnessing the horses to take

won to Nantes. Listen, in two hours

ton will be dead. Fly, then! If you
wish, I will go with you. Then they
will say you fled out of love, not

from fear. Listen, if you will not es-

cape alone, or with me, I will throw
myself under the wheels of the car-

riage, and you will pass over my
broken body!”

She said this in a low tone, without

booking at him, and almost smiling,
as though speaking of another ball.

Baudelot did not listen, but he

looked at her with a joy in his heart

such as he had neverbefore felt.

“How I love her!” he said to him-

self. He answered: “You know very

well that is impossible. Eleanor. Oh,

yes; if T was free, you should have no

husband but me, but I do not. belong
either to myself or to you. So good-
bye, beautiful angel, and if you love

me give me back the wild flower I

sent you from my prison. Give it

l.ack, Fleanor. The little flower has

been on your breast, it. will help me

to die.”
At that moment Eleanor looked

like death. There was a solemn si-
lence. The music had stopped, and

daylight wae filling the room.

Suddenly there was a great noise

of horses and riders. Tt seemed to

come from Nantes, and all the wom-

en moved spontaneously to protect
Baudelot with their bodies, but his

own soldiers appeared to deliver him.

They were in the garden; they forced

their way into tYie house, crying:
“Baudelot! Baudelot!"

They were astonished enough to

find their young leader, not loaded

with irons, but surrounded by hand-

somely dressed ladies, and himself
adorned as they had never beheld
him.

. -
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Bandelet's first question was:

“Gentlemen, did you enter the

pigeon-house?”
“Yes,” was the answer. “That's

where wc began, captain. Neither you
nor the pigeons will find it again.
The pigeon-house is torn down.”

“Then," said Baudeilot, drawing his

sword, “I am released from my
word. Thanks, my brave fellows!”

Then he took off his hat.

“Madame,” he said, very gently,
“receive the humble gratitude of the

captive.”
He asked - for a carriage.
“One is alreadyl harnessed. Cap-

tain,” said oue of his soldiers. “The

owner of the house tells us it was

to take you to Nantes.”

Just then Baudelot noticed Hame-

lin bound with the fetters he him-
self had worn.

“Service! for service, Captain,”' he

said; “only, instead of untying your
cords, allow me to cut them. No

one shall wear them again.”
Then, as he saw Eleanor recover-

ting herself, he continued:

“Captain Hamelin, this period of

civil war and spilled blood is too sad

for betrothals. One can’t tell whe-
ther there will be prisoners to watch

in the morning or enemies to receive

in the evening. Postpone your mar-

riage, 1 beg of you. See, your fian-

cee herself wishes you to do so. My
noble young lady, allow the poor

Chouan to escort you back to your
home at Mailly, will you not?”

And soon all the young Chouans
galloped away, rejoicing to have de-

livered their captain, and glorious in
the rising sun. Poor fellows, they
had so little time left, most of them,
for the sunshine!

There are men who seem immortal
whatever they do. Baudelot de Dair-
val was not'killed, although he did

not leave the Vendee for an hour.

When his country was less inundat-
ed with blood he married Eleanor de

Mailly, and Captain Hamelin witness-
ed the wedding contract.

After Dinner Gossip.

A Ghoorka’i Obedience.

The following remarkable anecdote

of a Ghoorka is told in? the -“Scots-
man" by a correspondent, 'to ♦l »u

it was related by the surgeon or the
regiment, who was present on’the
occasion:—ln days before the Mutiny
the commandants of irregular regi-
ments had great authority over their
men. and one of them, whose regi-
ment was a Ghoorka regiment, sta-

tioned in the hills, used often to take
them out with him when he went

tiger-shooting. On one occasion he.

his officers, and a visitor were out

tiger-shooting on elephants, accom-

panied, as usual, by a number of the
men on foot. They raised a tiger,
which rushed away down a steep

ravine where the elephants could not

follow, and they had to go up to its

head in order to cross it. One of the

men, however, followed the tiger
on foot down the ravine and up the

opposite side, and when he reached
the top levelled his rifle to fire. The

visitor saw this, and said to the
commandant, “There’s that man go-
ing, to fire.” The commandant shout-

ed across the ravine, “Recover arms,”
which the man immediately did, and

stood like a statue for about half an

hour, till the elephants, having
rounded the head of the ravine, came

up to him. “What were you going
to fire at?” said the commandant.
“The tiger, sir.” “Where is it?”

“There,” said the man, pointing to

a bush about twenty yards off. The

officer was greatly put out at find-

ing that he had exposed his man to

such imminent risk for such a long

time, so he got down from his ele-

phant, and stood beside him to share

the danger. “Where is it?” said he

to the man. “There,” said the man,

pointing to the same bush. The of-

ficer looked into the bush for a long

time, but could not see it; so at last

.he said to the man, “You fire. The

man fired, and shot the tiger dead.

+. * *

“ Forg-era Limited.”

The incorporation ,of a forger who

has. just been serving a sentence of

seven years into a syndicate, with

a capital of two millions sterling,

reads like a colossal joke, yet the

“New York Herald” has recently de-

voted more -than two columns to the

scheme, printing the notice to the

public in full, and Accompanying it

with a portrait of the forger in

question, whose stock is divided into

£1.000.000 seven per cent, cumu-

lative preferred stock, and £1.000,000

of common stock. The subscription
list is now open in New York. Phila-

delphia. and Boston. It is curious

that only a short time ago the Ameri-

can Bankers’ Association intended

to place the forger on a salary of

£lOO a month, in order to get him to

refrain from practising his profes-
sion. This statement, however, has

been denied on behalf of the Bank-

ers’ Association, which obviously can-

not lend itself to the perpetration
of a huge joke, even if private indi-

viduals can.

•fr 4? +

Telephone for Bores.

“I was introduced to a new sort

of telephone yesterday.” said a soli-

citor of a nameless city the other

day. “Though the joke is on me, it.

z
is too good to keep. I went to see a

busy man. and, being very much in-

terested in my business. I (talked

rather at length and perhaps consum-

ed a little too much time. The tele-
phone on Mr Busyman’s desk rang,

and he picked up the receiver.
“‘ln a minute,’ he said: ‘I will be

right up there. I am busy with a

gentleman now, but we are about

through.’
“I started to hurry noy last words

so as not to detain him. but J forgot
myself and talked longer than I had

intended to. Again the telephone
bell rang.

“‘Right away,’ answered the man;

then turning to me he continued: ‘I

have an appointment on the floor

above that will require me to excuse

myself for a few minutes.’ He left

his desk and disappeared through a

door.
$ “I was anxious to say a few words
•

more, so I waited. Several times I

thought I heard some one approach
the dotfr through which he had gone,
but ten minutes passed without his

returning. I walked up and down

the floor, and in my journeying no-

ticed a but-ton at the end of his desk

where his hand had rested, and

through a meddlesome spirit touched

it. I was surprised to hear his tele-

phone bell ring.
‘’l made an examination, found that

the telephone was connected with
nothing but that button and realised
that he had rung it just to get- rid

» of me.

“I concluded to watt no longer, and
sneaked out as quickly as possible.”

♦ ♦ ♦

When a. Man Is Forty-five.

HIS PROSPECTS AT THAT AGE

AKE NOT PARTICULARLY ROSY.

When a man attains the age of 15,
what is he to do? To those who

have already passed this age and oc-

cupy good positions which they ex-

pect to do until they die or retire,

•the ; question may seem unnecessary,

but to the majority it is one of vital
importance. The idea has been put

forward that the industrious man

should have secured an independent-
position at that period of his life,

but it is a significant fact that more

than 70 per cent, of the men who arc

not born with silver spoons in there

mouths, so as to be able to dispense
with work for all time, fail to do so.

The truth of the matter is that a

man has to work as hard for his liv-

ing at 45 as at 25.

The majority of employers prefer

young empjoye.es for one reason, be-

cause of the present demand for old-

age pensions. Suppose they take on

a man at 45, they cannot expect more

than 20 years’ work out of him at the

most, and will then be asked to pen-

sion him off for the remainder of his

days. They can get another 25 years
■out of the young man of 20, there-

fore, although the man of 45 is the

more experienced he is handicapped
in competition with more youthful
applicants for this very reason.

In every department of labour it

is the same, and more especially in

agriculture. On arriving at the age

in question many 'men go into the

country to earn a living, only to find

that there are even fewer openings
there than in the towns. Farming at-

tracts many, but nearly all the avail-

able farming lands are taken up—in-

deed, land that a man can make a liv-

ing on is entirely out of the reach of

the. poor man. . .
•t + / *

New Service Drees.

The general issue of the mneh-

talked-of service uniform will soon

begin in England, as it is to be issued,

in "the first instance, to the units

returning from South Africa.

A few specimens are at present be-

ing worn by men of the Royal Garri-

son Regiment, and these have not

called forth quite the amount of un-

stinted praise that was expected.

Still, ‘’Tommy” is not displeased at

the change if it will bring him relief

from the tortures entailed by wear-

in" his present rig in even warm

weather. The issue of the new cloth-

ing will also relieve him of the neces-

sity of buying a good deal of under-

clothing, etc., which will, with the

new clothing, become a free issue.

The Ist Royal Sussex Regiment
will be the proud wearers of what

will be probably the only distinction

worn with the new ‘uniform. The

regimental colours bear a united red

and white rose, with the white rousil-
lon plume, and in keeping with this

the battalion will be allowed to wear

a white ]Tlume in their felt service

hats.

The official intention originally was

to abolish the smart white “shell”

jackets of the Guards and Highland-

ers. This decision, however, has been

reconsidered, and the regiments will

retain these garments — a decision

that will doubtless give great plea-
sure to those affected.

The cap to replace the useless

“field cap” has been a source of end-

less trouble to the clothing authori-

ties, and numberless inventions have
been tried in vain. An adaptation of
the tarn o’ shanter pattern, as worn

by the Guards, has at length been
decided on. It will be provided with

a broad peak and a khaki cover, both
detachable, and these will be worn

together or separately, according to

parade.

The Wronr Lady.
...

A singular incident.is reported by
the “Weisbaden Morgen Zeitung” as

having recently taken place in the

town of Sendlingen, where awidower,
who was to have been re-married last

week, was suddenly informed by the

village vicar at the last moment that
the ceremony would have to be post-
poned. As all preparations had been

made, this was inconvenient, but as

the vicar explained, there was no

help for it. In putting up the banns,
he had published, by mistake, the
name of the bridegroom’s future
mother-in-law, instead of that of the

bride-elect.

♦ ♦ *

Japan's Democratic Emparor.

There is no barbaric splendour
about the court of Japan, nor does
the Emperor insist on fantastic

forms of homage. He is just a plain
individual. His guests he receives

standing, and he enters freely into

conversation with all. There is

scarcely a subject that does not in-
terest him, or one on which he is not

well informed. A delightful host, it

is his custom to surround himself
with clever men—men who are the

shining lights of their professions.
Engineers, artists, musicians, w’riters,
soldiers, scientists—every class of

persons who have won distinction is

welcome at the royal table, for it is

one of the characteristics of His Ma-

jesty that in the distribution of his

favours he is thoroughly impartial.

+ dr +

Electricity and th* Emotions.

A girl, seven years of >age, died re-

cently from what is known as “shock

and convulsions due to fright;” and

(as “Science Siftings” remarks) the

circumstances under which the pa-

roxysm came on, and finally resulted

in death, are remarkable, though not

without precedent. In the afternoon

of a dull, grey day, a storm broke

forth in • the vicinity in which the

child lived, and the lightning came

nearer and nearer, and the flashes

more frequent and of greater inten-

sity and vividness. In the meantime

the child was seized with all the

physical aspects of fear, which grew

in proportion to ■The violence of the

approaching storm, and at every suc-

ceeding flash her state of collapse In-

creased. The climax was reached

when a bolt of lightning struck a

house a quarter of a mile away, and
the child’s life was extinguished at

the same instant. The attending

physician is of the opinion, based up-

on experimental proof of the most

startling nature, that the ending of

life jn this particular case, and in

others of like circumstances, was due

primarily n<jt to fear, but to a change
in the cellular matter of the brain

from the influence of the electric

waves emitted or given off by the
lightning. He also points out that if
invisible electric waves of great force
produce the symptoms of extreme fear

it is only logical to expect that waves

of a different character may produce
different emotions. As these waves

can be produced and regulated by the

wireless telegraph transmitter, it may-

be possible that we shall be able to

produce love, hate, anger, enthusiasm,
and other emotions, and to inspire
the mind in various ways by a de-
velopment of this instrument. The
idea is a fascinating one, and its or-

iginator is now conducting some ex-

periments to test this theory.

SAVINGS BANK.

MONEY TO LEND.

The Trustees are prepared to make Ad-

vances In Sums of £5O and Upwards, on

Approved Freehold Securities, with Option

of Paying Off by Instalment.

11. CAMERON, Manager.
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