
The eau«e is somewhat obscure,
but the sickness is believed to be due
to ham sandwiches, which were pack-
ed in air-tight boxes, being left ex-

posed to the strong rays of the sun.

A number of adults were slightly af-

fected. Great excitement prevailed
at the hospital, where a crowd of par-
ents and relatives of the sufferers be-

sieged the gates for news of the suf-

ferers.

SOUTH AFRICA.

The Government notifies that the
grant of three millions under the
Vereeniging terms is not applicable
to burghers in good financial posi-
tion. The notification corrects the

current impression that any burgher
Buffering from war losses is entitled

to a share in the grant. Another no-

tice claims interest due on the late

Government advances to burghers.
Seventy irreconcilable Boers have

sailed from Capetown for the Argen-
tine, where they are to receive a

thousand acres each free, and five

thousand acres additional at 8d an

acre payable in five years. Many
more are afraid to sail, being scep-
tical as to the promises made.

A new ordinance in the Transvaal

provides for the application of local

option by a majority or excluisve
control of the liquor traffic by trusts

for public purposes. The employ-
ment of barmaids is prohibited.

The Government has submitted a

vote of three million pounds for free

grants for burghers and two mil-

lions for loyalists in the Transvaal,
and the Orange River Colony, and

three millions for supplementing the

leans to burghers and loyalists.
In the Assembly Sir Gordon Sprigg,

in Committee of Supply, moved the

reorganisation of the forces' by the

appointment of a commandant-gen-
eral and staff, and the selection of a

new corps from the district mounted
forces, involving an extra outlay of
£130,000 per annum.

Mr. Sauer protested against the

mania for arming everybody.
Mr. Malan’s amendment to reduce

the vote by £ 14,000 was carried by
34 to 29. This was Sir Gordon

Sprigg’s fourth defeat.

Mr. Schermbrucker moved to re-

port progress to allow Sir Gordon

Sprigg to reconsider the position;
but Sir Gordon Sprigg resisted this,
and with the help of the Bond nega-
tived the motion by 40 to 19.

The projected vote of three mil-

lions for loans is intended to enable
the colonies to make loans in accord-
ance with the Vereeniging agreement.
They will repay Britain out of future

colonial loans.

Mr C. T. Ritchie, Chancellor of
the Exchequer, asking the House of

Commons to proceed into Committee
of Supply, intimated that the Gov-
ernment originally understood
that the free grant would eman-

nate from a colonial loan, but would

yield to the Boer interpretation in

order to prevent a grievance. The
present moment was unfavourable
for a loan. It was anticipated that
a favourable opportunity would occur

in the spring.
The Supreme Court of Pretoria, in

an action for recovery of rent, de-
cided that Kruger’s proclamation of
October 25, 1899, abrogating pay-
ment of rent and interest during the

continuance of hostilities was in-
valid.

The invalidation of Kruger’s rent
proclamation has created the great-
est consternation in Johannesburg,
owing to fears of a general fore-

closure. An appeal has been made
to the banks to avert their threaten-

ed ruin.

Sir Walter Hely-Hutchinson, Gover-

nor of Cape Colony, on Saturday
cabled to Mr Chamberlain that he

had received his Ministers’ confiden-

tial minute as follows: —“Ministers
are informed incidentally that - Mr

Chamberlain intends to visit South

Africa, and beg to convey to Mr
Chamberlain the entire satisfaction
wherewith they have received the in-

telligence. They desire to receive

him as the guest of the colony, to-

gether with any others accompany-
ing him, among whom they hope Mrs
Chamberlain will be included, and

trust he will be able to spend at

least a fortnight and visit the east-
ern and northe* districts, where he
will receive a most hearty welcome.
The people will be disappointed if

they are debarred an opportunity of
personally expressing their apprecia-

tion of his invaluable services to

the colony and South Africa during
the prolonged period of unexampled
difficulty."

Mr Chamberlain replied on Monday
that he had received the cordial mes-

sage with threat pleasure, and would

gladly accept the invitation, adding
that his wife much appreciated the

kind reference to her. He hoped the

details of his visit would be arranged

Botha, De la Rey and Schalk Bur-

ger were keen listeners to the de-

bate in the House of Commons on the

motion for granting financial aid to

the new colonies.

Eight millions were voted without

a division.

Mr Chamberlain, in a conciliatory
but strenuous speech, declared that

he was predetermined to listen

while in South Africa to any repre-

sentative men or body. He repelled
the notion that the vanquished must

be treated better than the victors,

or put in a better position than be-

fore. The three millions was not

intended as compensation for war

losses. Our care was firstly to the

destitute, and secondly to those

needing assistance to make a living.
If more money was wanted the Go-

vernment would not hesitate to ask

for it, but not a penny would go to

rebels. His aim was to aveld the
kindred peoples into a great Afri-

can nation under the British flag.
Replying to Sir H. Campbell-Ban-
nerman Mr Chamberlain added that
if a distinction was necessary those

assisting us in the war must cer-

tainly be afforded more favourable
treatment than those opposing us.

Mr Chamberlain’s speech created
an excellent impression on the Con-
tinent.

The grant to the sufferers through
the war is acknowledged to be a

noble example of generosity, some

newspapers describing it as unpre-
cedented in the relations of victor

and vanquished.
Sir W. Harcourt made a pessimis-

tic speech.
Sir H. Campbell-Bannerman recog-

nised that Mr Chamberlain was going
in the right spirit and hoped his

expectations would be fulfilled.
Natal and Cape Colony have plac-

ed cement and manufactured timber

In transit xto the Transvaal on the
free list.

The Assembly has resolved that
the colony’s representative at the

Customs Congress should ’ ask for
free exchange of all Souith African
products, giving preferential treat-
ment to colonial wines and spirits.

Mr Chamberlain states that 70,000
out of 123,000 people in the concen-
tration camps have been repatriated.
The camps are still costing £200,000
a month.

All excepting 3000 Boer prisoners
will be repatriated before Christmas.

Lord Milner, who has arrived at

Johannesburg after visiting Stander-
ton and other south-eastern pastoral
districts, declares that the Boers
have lost everything except their
land. Happily, however, the value of

land has risen considerably.
The' prospects of the agricultural

and mineral industries, especially
coal and iron, are bright.

The Government are starting form
schools to which boardinghouses will
be attached.

Large quantities of Krupp, pom-
pom and Mauser ammunition have
been dug up in the vicinity of Har-
rismith.

Mr Malan withdrawing his opposi-
tion, the military vote passed the As-

sembly unamended.

The “Standard’s” Brussels corre-

spondent says the Boer generals
will try to obtain an allowance for

Kruger, a whole or partial amnesty
for the Cape rebels, especially those
at Bermuda, and permission for the
delegates, Fischer, Wessels and Wol-

marans to return to South Africa.
Prior to Mr Malan withdrawing his

amendment to the Military Vote in

the Cape Parliament, Sir Gordon
Sprig’S appealed to the Afrikander
Bond to trust him.

Mr Sauer explained that he had
previously thought it was his inten-

tion to arm one section against the

other.
Sir Gordon Sprigg, after the vote,

thanked the Bond for its generos-

ity.
Large South African for

electrical machinery, horse ploughs,

and finished doors and windows are

being placed in America.

The Johannesburg Chamber at
Mines has increased the wages of na-

tive labour to 50/ a month.

Lord Milner has urgently asked

for several thousand harrows for the
Transvaal and Orange River Colony.
The Crown agents ordered 2000 in
Canada for immediate delivery and
invited fresh tenders for the remain-

der in England, where they are not
stocked.

Horse sickness being prevalent In

many parts of the Transvaal and

Orange Colony, Lord Milner is pur-
chasing all the donkeys available,
and has imported 10.000 small,
hardy, Madagascar cattle, which are

better able to resist the disease. He
is also lending hundreds of steam

ploughs, charging 5/ per acre.

AUSTRLAIA.

Madame Melba will make three ap-
pearances in grand opera.

Twelve persons at Randwick, Syd-
ney, are suffering from ptomaine
poisoning through eating brawn.

Owing to the continued drought
the Rourke water supply has been

shut down for 15 out of the 24 hours.

A shipment of 75,000 bags of maize
has arrived from Argentina at Syd-
ney.

Mr. W. H. Cooper, of Melbourne,
has won the Single-handed Bowling
Championship of Australia.

Lord Tennyson, the Acting-Govern-
or-General, who is suffering from ap-
pendicitis, is making steady progress
towards recovery.

At the sheep and cattle sales heavy
catalogues caused a restriction in

prices. No New Zealand stock were

offering.

The mail steamer Sierra, which

has arrived at Sydney from Auck-

land, has been detained, owing
to the reports of plague from San

Francisco.

Sir Richard Baker, President of

the Senate, has been appointed one

of the Federal representatives at the
Delhi Durbar.

New South Walee returns show

that the area under crop for wheat
has fallen 143,000 acres below last

year, while the area under crop for
grain Is 915,000 acres less.

Madame Melba received advice that
a donation of £l5OO would be sent
from New York towards the sufferers
by the drought, but has now cabled
cancelling it.

Counsel for the defence of the Ken-
iffs (who are standing their trial for
the murder of Mr. Dalke and Con-
stable Doyle) said he would bring
evidence to prove an alibi. One wit-

ness, when cross-examined, admitted
that he would tell a lie if paid for it.

A tram guard named Russell shot

his wife dead.at Erskineville, Sydney.
The deed was caused through do-
mestic unhappinest over the wife’s
passionate love of dancing. Russell

fired three shots into his body, and
died subsequently.

Madame Melba writes to the press
to say that she had no idea that her

action in seeking contributions for

the drought sufferers would be re-

garded as a reflection on the credit

of the Commonwealth or the ability
and generosity of Australians in re-

lieving distress. She has now inform-

ed her friends that the local re-

sponse has rendered outside as-

sistance unnecessary.

A cyclone at Canoivindra wrecked

many houses, and the Presbyterian
and Catholic Churches.

Numbers of people are homeless.
Roofing and debris were carried

for miles.

Peak Hill and other townships in
the district suffered severely.
Houses were blown down and unroof-

ed.

The storm was succeeded by dense
darkness, caused by the dust-clouds.

At Sydney on Saturday a re-

port received from the Gov-

ernment commercial agent in Lon-

don states that a clause is being in-

serted in the new army contracts

that frozen mutton and rations

must be supplied from the British

colonies. The clause was to com*

into operation on November 1, but
owing to the drought in Australia
and the consequent high prices, it la
doubtful whether it will be given
effect to at present.

Regarding Mr. Brodrick*s criticism
on Australian troops. Sir E. Bartos
denies that disparagement was im-
plied. He was urging the propriety
of forming a trained reserve in the
colonies to act with other troops of

the Empire in the event of war. While
speaking of the colonials with great
admiration Mr. Brodrick pointed out
that the training of European troops
was so long and thorough that simi-
lar training was required for col-
onials if they were needed to parti-
cipate in a European war.

The Kenniff brothers (James and
Patrick) have been found guilty and
sentenced to death for the murder,
on March 31, at Maranoa, of Mr
Dalke (a station manager) and Con-
stable Doyle.

The Keniffs both solemnly declar-
ed that they were innocent. James
Kenniff, addressing the Chief Jus-

tice, said: “You never gave us one

atom of justice. I have no other wit
nesses to call, except Almighty God,
to show I am innocent. I hope when
Your Honor shuffles off this mortal
coil, you will find I am innocent.”

In sentencing the Kenniffs the
Chief Justice declared that he fully
agreed with the verdict.

(The crimes for which the Kennlfs are
to be hanged created a great sensation
in Queensland a few months ago. The

had for a long time given the
authorities much trouble, and In March
they visited the Merivale station, Mara-
noa, and stole several horses, and subse-

y stuck U P » teamster and robbed
,

011 Suaday, March 81, theykilled Mr Dalke (manager of the Meteor
Downs run), and Constable Doyle. The
police were hunting the three brothersKennif, and Mr Dalke and Doyle, who
were accompanied by a black tracker,
eaJne “P wlth and captured James Ken-
nif. The other two Kennlfs came to the
rescue of their brother with revol-
vers in their hands, and several shots
were fired. The black tracker (Johnson’
ran away, and told what had occurred.
When the police came to the scene of©hooting, all the men had disappearsed. Then the chase after the bushrang-ers but it was a long time before
they were captured. Some days after
’the chase commenced the missing con-
stable s horse was found by a party of
police wandering in the ranges, about
ten miles from the scene of the encoun-
ter. It was making for the police sta-
tion at Upper Warrego, and had probably
ben turned adrift, or had escaped some
days ago. Two pack bags were strap-
ped across the saddle, aad on opening
them the police found they contained
charred human remains. They were fil-
led with charcoal, charred bones, buttons
and teeth. It is supposed that the Ken-
nlfs murdered their victims and roasted
their bodies on the spot, afterwards
placing the burnt remains In bags, in
the hope of finding a place to dispose of

them where they would not be likely
to be found. It is surmised that the
bushrangers Intended taking the horse
away, but that it became frightened und
made off towards its stable with its ter-
rible burden. It was believed that the
Kennlfs had a “down" on Mr Dalke, be-
cause he had prosecuted them on a pre-
vious occasion, and because, moreover*
he was again helping the police to arre-w
them fo*. horse stealing.!
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Advance.
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