123¢

THE NEW ZEALAND QGRAPHIC |

Saturday, Norember 13, 1908,

Minto, of Canada, fwo cablegrams
girdling the globe, One, going cest~
erly, occupied 625 minutes; the other,
golng weaterly, took 810 minuies.

The New York “Iribune™ congre-
tulates Great Britaln on the magni
ficent achievement in the completion
of the enble, which is an inceniive to
Ameries.

The first cable acroms the Pacifle
ling was from the steamer Anglis 1o
the King.

Bir Joseph Ward xtatea that ths
Pacific cable will be open for traffe
jn A few weeks. ‘Fhe staffing of the
different staiiona will contribute to &
alight delay. The eable has becn put
Jown by the contractors & month
sbead of contract time. The rates
to Canada and the United Statea, plus
terminal charges, will probably be a#
follows: —Commercinl = messages, 2/
a word; Government, 1/4; »ress, Bd.

Lord Tennyson, the Acting-Gover-
noy-General, has received & cable
fram the King, in which His Majesty
r+y8 he rejoices to think that the
people of this country and those be-
yond the seas were strengthened by
another bond. The original mesaage
to the Eing reached him via the
western route in one hour flve min-
uies, while a message hy the
East took an hour and twenty-
six minutes. The Eastern Exten-
sfon Company explang that it
took an hour end twelve minutes to
get the message from Suva to Ade-
laide, and that it iook only foorteen
minutes between Adelaide and Lon-
don. .

The Pacifie Cable Board will
charge 3/ a word for ordinary mes-
sages, 2/ for Government messages,
and 1/ for press to both Australin
and New Zealand. The Eastern Ex-
tension Company is likely to Jower
the New Zealand rates.

The Postmaster-General has re-
ceived no official intimation regard-
Ing the Pacific cable rates, The Fede-
ral Government has no desire ta
charge leas than the Kustern Exten-
tion Company, and therefore inaugu-
rate a cut-throat competition.

The following cable message has
heen rceeived by the Premier from
Sir Joha See, I'remier of New South
Wales, acknowledging congratula-
tions cn the completion of the Paci-
fic cable: —“Join with you that the
best jnteresia of the Commonwealth,
the colonies, and the Muother Country
bhave been greatly augmented by the
all-red line, whith will promote
stroog kioshipy throughout the Em-
pire.”

THE IMPERIAL CONFERENCE,

The minute by Sir John Forrest
(Federal Defence Minister) on the
Imperial Conference has bheen pub-
Hshei.

He thinks we must accept Admiral
Beaumont's opinion that it ie beyond
the power of the Commonwealth at
the nutset to create = force adeguate
to the nuval defence of Australia. Ta
provide even the small squadron pro-
posed by Admiral Bezumont would
¢ost £3,600,600 as follows:—Two flrst-
class cruisers, £1,000,000; six second-
cluss cruisers, £2,500,000; depots,
stores aud puaval needs, £100,000, Un-
der existing conditions he does not
recommend the establishment of an
Australian navy. He fears if would
not be very efficient,” for besiles the
enormous cost of replacing the fleet
frum time teo time with more mod-
ern ships, there woulkl be mo change
of officers, and crews, who would
go on year after year in the same
ships mubject to the same influence
and with deteriorating effect. e
advises that Australia should not get
the idea that it has different inter-
ests {from those of the rest of the
Empire. There is only one sea to he
supremie over, and we want one fleet
to be mistresa aver that aca.

Sir John Faorrest apeaks f the de-
sirability of having one fl ¢t nmin-
tained by the whole nati o, cvery
port contributing to its su,port, an
& plan to be mutuaily arraiiged, noet
necesserily on a uniform baels of von-
Biruction. Ariving out of thirn wnuld
be the conmequent necensity for the
orer-sen dotninions of the Empire to
bhe adequately represented Rt the
Admiralty, He feels thin could be
arranged on a muttally satisfactory
basle, In time of war there could
not be nny division af responsibility,
and until a more extended federa-
tlen of the FEmpire is establisi.d
that responsibility would hare to
rest on the Imperinl Government,

He urges that greater facilities
ahould brgegnnted for locally-tralned
boys enteriog the navy, and also mak-
ing it easier for ofcers to anter
the nary. .

He snggesta » conference m Lon-
don of reprerentatives of the eol-
onies to discusa the atrengthening
of the naval defenca of the Empire.

Bir E. Barton hes communicated to
the preas the full text of ithe yreso-
lutions at the Imperial Conference.

BRITISH BHIPBUILDING.

The gontracta for the eonstruction
of four stenmera have been weleomed
on Teeside, where 4000 shipbuilders
are idle. .

A number of the Morgan eombinae
cargo steamers are heing trans-
formed into passenger vessels at bel-
fast.

The Atlantie Transport Company

have ordered three steamers of
12,000 tons from Harland and
Wolfts,

The Admiralty has mnotified ship-
buildera that it will in future enforce
penalties for late dellvery of third-
clags cruisers.

Mr. Arncld-Forster, Secrelary to
the Admiralty, bas etated that as
{ar as naval requiremenis are con-
cerned the Admiralty must approve
of the designs of mew Cunard ships.

The Admiralty tenders cabled on
October 21 are for a 13,000-ton first-
elasa eruiser, with a_ speed of 22
knots, the guna to be within a cita-
del instead of easements. There are
to be several 9.5 gums. The crulser
squadron is gradnally being strength-
ened, and will include the Drake,
King Alfred and Gocd BEope, two of
the Brilliant ¢lage and three of the
County type.

AMERICAN ELECTIONS.

The American elections are being
conducted quietly. Congress at the
beginning of March will consist of
359 membera. Governor Oden has
been re-elected for New York.

One hundred and ninety-sit Re-
publicans and 176 Demoerats have
been elected. The Republicans car-
red Massachuasetts, Comnnecticut,
Michigan, Pennsylvania, Kansas,
Wisconsin, and Ilinois; and the De-
mgcrats Allabama, Florida, South
and North Carolina, Arkansas, and
Mississippl. -

The Republicans carrfed Ohio, In-
diana, Iowa, Minnesota, North and
South Dakota, Washington, Utah,
Wyoming, Montara, and the major-
ity of the New Jersey and Maryland
seats,
ginia, Georgia, Louisania, Missonri,
Texas and Colorado. New York City
Fave the heavieat Democratio vote on
record owing to the revival of the
Tammany party.

THE EAISER'S VISIT TOENGLAND.

The Eaiser has arrived at Kiel, en .

route to England,

The Kaiser hee gailed from Kiel .

by the Hohenzollern for England,
A number of British torpedo destroy-

era escorted the German Emperor on

bemrd  hin yacht, the Hohenzollern, to

Bleerness, the bettleships in harbour.

firing a matute.

At ten in the forenoen the Kaiser waa
entertained at Shornecliffe, where Lord
Roberts received him,

The Eaiser was wearing the umiform
of the First Rayxl Dragoons, of which
he is honorary eolonel, and riding Lhe
white charger which he used at Queen
Victoria's faneral, .

He reviewed the troops in pelting rain
and a gale of wind. = Addressing ths
Dragoons, he made sympathefic refer-
ence to the late Queen, and called for
cheers for the Kiog.

After lunching with the officers of the
repiment, the Kaiser proceeded to San-
dringham, via London.

The public were excluded from the
stations en route.

The King met the Kaiser at Wolfer-

ton, shakine handa and
Kaicer's cheek,

Extrrordinary precantions were taken
at nll the irncetion statinna, whirh were
cleared  half-an-honr  before the train
{m“nﬂ, and were rlosely watehed by de-
cotives,

The Fneglish  newapapers  are
friendlr tnwwrrds the Raiser, but are
reserved towarda Germany.

The “Timea' pava §t ia Impraaible
tn forget Oermanv'a ramrnion of ani-
mnrity and scurrility whirh the (lo-
wvernment did not attemnt to cherk.
It is Imperative that Tritain should

maluting the

The Demccrats carried Vir-

pursus & vigilant natloma! poHey,
keeping a wary aye on QGermany,
who uonfiinchingly preased adwan-
tapes In regions whers British in.
terests predominated,

SOMALILARD.

Oemmandant Viljoen has engutred
of Lord BRoberts whether the Boera
might offer thelr services for the
Bomaliland expediilon, adding that if
acceptabue he might also proffer his
services.

Colonel S8wayne has arrived at
Aden and 1s temporarily wadvising
the Foreign Office on the condition
of Bomaliland, Colonel
has srrived at Berbera and has as-
sumed the supreme command.

The adeance has been deferred
awaiting the African protectorate
troops, The foree mvailable on the
27th inet. will ba 3000. A larger
forve in discountenanced. Details of
artillery and special aervica officers
from Berbera are advancing imme-
diately from the base between Ber-
bera and Illig.

Colonel Manning dispenses- with
Indians =as far ag possible, except
for holding the line of eommunica-
tion, owing to the difficultiea of
transport and climate and the ne-
cessary camp followers, FPreference
will be given to the protectorate re-
giments,

‘The general ndvance will ba begun
about the middle of December, when
Colonel Bwaype will have returned
to his post. The peason is now fa-
vourable for am advance. The Mul-
lak, it is expected, will no donbt utd-
lise hia opportunitiea to earry on &
boastful propaganda.

Uneaginess in felt at Aden at an

unconfirmed report that he has
raided an advanced ontpost mnear
Cahotleh, eapturing an important

camel transport.

Colonel Royston, of Durban, offers
the services of 500 Nataliana for
Somaliland on the same terma a3 the
irregulara in the RBoer war.

The War Office has cabled to Lord
Milner regretting its inability to ae-
cept a Boer contingest for the Ho-
rouliland expedition. .

Colonel Swayne is il a2nd has eail-
ed ifrom Aden for Enpgland.

The Mullah, with 2000 riflemen, &
Maxim gnd 15,000 spearsmen, with re-
serve supplies of cameld and sheep,
iz & few miles from Bohotleh, in Bo-
maliland. The Pritish garrison,
Dumbering 500, with two guns and
two Maxims, is entrenched in @
stone fort.

Colonel Manning disbands the trek
Somali levies, retaining & few picked
mounteds. He recommends that
tbres montks' independent regerve
supplies are necessary; alse that
wells and goods depots should be
established, and that transport ree
BErves are required to protect tha
lires of communication.

Bowali spies report thai = large
caravan of rifles, upnder a European,
ars traversing the Welbe ecountry to
join the Mulluh. .

The decision not to employ Boers
in the Somaliland expedition haw
cauged great dissppointment In Jo-
bannesburg.

THE HOME ROULE BRIGADE.

Mr William RBedmond, M.P, for
Clare, has been sentemced to pix
months' imprisonment in Kilmain-

ham Gaol for intimidation.

The Irish Independent Natiomalista
declare that the policy of obstrue-
tion has failed to redress a single
wrong, while abstention from the
Education Bilt debate has inflicted
un Immense injury on Catholic in-
terests, enabling the secularista to
wring conceaslons from Mr Balfour.

Mr Denis Kilbride, ex-M.P., haa
been mentenced to imprisonment for
four months at Mounijoy for intimi-
dation in Tipperary.

CHINA.

As the result of the British Am-
bassador’s demand, an edict has been
jssued ordering the heheadlng of the
military officlals who refused protee-
tion to Mesars. Bruce and Lewia (the
missionaries who were murdered by
a mobh), the permanent diequalifica~
tion of other vfliclals, including a
prefect, and the banishment of &
number of subordinates

The “Times"" c¢orrespondent In
Pekin (Dr. Morrison) etates that
prosuotion of a fourth-grade official to
ihe rank of mandarin of the firsd

Manning

. much

grade has been gazetted. The ad-
vancement ia due to offieia]l gmngg-
Nug, In defiabes of the protoeol, of
Mansers, riftes and cartridges inte
Xwangsl, and placing them st the
disposal ef the Governor, againsg the
rebels, China thus repudiates #he
prohibition on the importation of
armn, and the material unsed in theoir
mahufacture. The majority of the
arsenals ars manufacturing at high
Ppresaure.

The “Mornig Post” says that ow
Ing to Great Britain's cbjection to
the limitation of China’s sovereignty
Germany haa abandoned her de
mwands, and Chink will pot accord spes
cial economic or political privileges
in the Yang-the Valley to any fo-
relgn Power.

LORD ROSEBERRY. .
Lord Hosebery, addressing s gos

thering of 3500 people at Edinburgh -

under the auspices of the Eaat Scot~
land Liberal League, referring to the
iJea of a conference of Liberal lead-
erg to consider & common plan of
campaign against  the Government,
warned the party of the neceesity of
showing some sense of their Imperial
responsibilities, He aclnowledged
that generons termn had been grant-
ed to the Boers,.and added that as
Great Britain must govern the Boers,
he would not be scrupulans about the
cost, if, aa & matter of high polady,
lnore money were granted for the re-
storation of farms and dwellings de-~
waged by, the ravages of war.

My Chamberlain’s visit to Sonth Al
rica, he waid, was an exemplification
of the Liberal League’s doctrine, bat
he doubted whether, as there was a
man of atrong will and ability al
ready in Bouth Africs, the advent of
enother similarly constituted would
c¢onduce to harmony.

The speaker reiterated hig previous
views 48 to the Liberals and Ireland,
and ridiculed the resumption of Lhe
KNewcastle programme. .

He compiained of the War Qffice,
and eaid that in the absence of deter-
mined efforts at efflciency he wounld
bLiave retained Lord Kitchener for ths
Secretaryship of War.

He condemned the Education Dilf
and aoggested a compromise on the
bhasizs of the Scottish system. -

The “Times,” in commenting on the .
apeech, complaina that It is small, can
villing, and specious.

‘rhe “Daily News” says Lord Rose-
bery is coming into line with the rest
¢4 the Liberal party. .

THE DOUEKHOBORS, .
Mounted police follow the Douk-
hobors, Many of the fanaties have
dropped exhausted, and asked to be
carried in litters with their corele
givmisis, fearing to misa Christ's see- -
ond coming. -
The Manitobe officlals are entrain-
ing the Doukhobor women and child+ .
ret snd mending thers back to thelr .
villagen. -
The Douvkhobors, during a snow-
storm st Foxwarren, glept in » prows

of alder bushes. Thelr sufferings
were terrible, their onl covering
belng cotton elothes, Yy con

iracted pneumonia. Their food con~ -
nisted of wild berries and raw wheah

They fought for food given by the .
wayside, end continted their march

to Winnipeg, refising to listen ta

arguments and advice. .

SERIOUS POISONING.

A  merious wholesale poisoning
affair which has occurred has caused
sensation in Melbourne,
The sufferers were the children
who took part fn a United Primitive
Methodist HBunday gschool picnle,
A party of about 500 children from
the Sunday schocls left Williamstown
for a picpie spot on the Werriba
Rirer.

Just after Inncheon many of the
children began to drop down mick, ™
rapldly manifesting symptoms of
ptomaine poisoninog, till over ooe hute
dred sufferers were 'lying on the
ground in grest pain. Medical
help was sent aod the
farmers in the neighbourhood- gave
valuable assiatance and provided
cnoveyances o takes ihe children to
the railway statlon. On the grrival
of the doctor the free usa of tha
stomach pump Trelleved the worst
cases. A special train conveyed the
patients to the Williamatown Hospls
tal. There were tweniy-five In gread
danger for a time, but all have ngw
recovered. - =



