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shairs are of metal, with hend-rests
of pooumatiq indiarubber, which ara
subjected 1o frequent disinfecting.
The basins ary made with podal taps
%0 avoid the contaminmating touch of
honmas fingers. Everything pyour
eyes reat on setms 1o aay, “Thers are
o0 germa on me.”

The barber iz elad Li sterilleed
avorsils. He explains that that is to
prevent any of hls own persomal and

vats atock of n:icrcbl:‘l from
migrating to you Befors nning
tos;euga on’jvon he dips hia hands
fn mome germ-destroying wolution,
and he assures that the razor ia
aterilised afresh for each cuatomer.

From s capsule he empiies into &
sterilised vessel just epough soa

wder to supply the lather neede

r ons shaving job, It seems that
danger may lurk in Boap that has
been used to shave some oiher feilow,

Ths price charged for ¢he opera-
tlon is sixpence.

—

In the precincts of ths Tondon
8uock Exchenge, just after the
House closed on the Baturday pre-
vious to ihe leaving of the 'Frisco
mail, much excitement was caused
by an sudacions attempt by thres
ren, said o be foreigners, to ob-
tain a cast in wax of the key, open-
ing tbe pillarbox in Draper's Gar-
den. The postman was coilecting
the leters; one man took the key

out of the lock, and passed it to an-’

. other, and the third tried, by en-

gaging the postman in copversation,

to distract his attention. The post-

. mah, however, notxed the key was
gone, and ralsed an nlarm.‘ One man
got sway through Auatin Friara.
The other fwa bolted inte Throgmor-
ton-street, throwing away a box fill-
ed with wax, in which an impression
of the key. it is asserted, had already
been taken. A man is now in cus-
sody at the Guildhull Court.

At fhe Quildhall on Monday after-
noon, Henry Conrad (51). a well-
dressed man of gentlemanly appear-
ance, who described himseld as an
agent, and who refused his address,
was brought up in castody, charged
with bDeing concerned with another
man not in oustody, in unlawfuliy
obtaining an impression on wax of a
key of s post-office letber box in
Coptbail Court with lotent to steal
letters therefrom.

Mr Arnold prosecuted on behalf of
the Post Office authorities. He said
that & postman was enguged on hia
oollectioms in Copthall Avenus on
Saturday afternoon, and ss he was
about to open the letier ©ox the ac-
gused came up to him, and ou the
plea o! having dropped half a sove-
reign in, offered ths postman six-
proce ¥ he would find it for him.
The postmsn tpened the door with
the keys, and the door swung round
with the keys in the lock., At this
timre a man dressed as a paioter
came blong, currying a pot of paint.
As he passed he upset some of the
paint on the Heys and apologised,

- saying he would wipe it off ngaino.
He took the keys out for that pur

poss, nnd whilst he was doing it the ’

iwomer tried to Atbtract his atten-
E:n from the kevs. Ile, however,
saw the painter talse a small lLox
. from his pocket aml press the key
of the letter box into some wax in
the box. He returumeqd the keys and
" walked away.
. A pretended Boer got into trouble
in England the other day. The po-
" lice got information that a young
man who bad taken op his quarters
st » farmhouse near Stanelinven was
tepresenting thaut be was the son of
s Johanueshurg farmer sent to this
ciuntry by his father to lonk out for
the best market for the produce of
the fano. He said he ardived in In-
werness in & ship, and had a large
quantity of tea. coffee. rire. tobacco
and other samples: buot, unfortonate.
1v. on his arrival he met two oblig-
ing men who showed him around the
flace, and at the same time relieved
him of all his maney, 8o that he conld
not get the Cistom Hounse clearance,
snd was foroed to leave hin goods
bebind. He then tried tn vain amaong
the farm servants to et 30/ to send
A cablegram to his father for money,
promiaing thst when the onah ar-
rived hs would pgive them £10, He
Al tried to obteln 8/8 to clear tha
Costom Houae, He told the farm
parventa that his father had » very
largs farm, and had 100 black ser-

ranin; dthat he wanted men from
thisa country As oserseers to look af-
ter the blacks; and offered the cmttle:
man £3 & weok and & froe houss,
whish the Istter thought wis too
sweust an offer 40 be wholesome. The
visitor also gave a pownticket to hia
“landlord” ot the farm for & wwtch
he had pawned in Aberdeen last
week. On Monday morning Constable
Davideon paid a visit to the farm,
and saw the young “Boer,” who re-
peated the same story to bhim. The
constable then conveyed the man to
headquarters, where he still persist-
e in his story, giring his name am
Williazm Henry Herman. The Chiet
Coustable, however,
“Boer” waa weaoted in Lindithgow-
shire on a charge of obtaining soms
35/ under the pame of Ernest Paul.
His description was wired to the po-
lice thers, and an officer arrived in
Btonehaven, and charged the young
“Boer" with being Ernest Paul, which
he admitted. He was secorted south,
and on Tueaday he was brought be-
fore Hon. Sheriff-Substitute Turn-
baoll, at Liolithgow, on a charge of
baving, on September 1, abtained a0/
Trom Duniel Haggerty, enginemun,
Broxparn, by falsp representations.

Anckland is particularly fortunate
in the way of testamentary bequesta.
To the long list of benefactors to
whom we are indebted for many of
our publie institutions has to be add-
ed that of Mrs Mackechaie, wife af

the lata Edmund Augustua
Mackechnie, solicitor. Mrs Mac-
kechnie, who died thia morn-

ing, after making legacies to personal
frienda (she leaves no relatives), in
pursuance of a wish expressed by her
late husband bequeaths his valuable
library to the Aueckland City
Council; £2000 Is bequeathed to the
Auckland Institute, of which the late
Mr Mackechnie was one of the most
enthusiastic supporters, it being pro-
vided that the interest accrning on
the imvestment of this sum shall be
expended annually in the purchase of
sclentific works of repute, not less
than 80 per cent. of them in the Eng-
lisk language, 10 form & useful lib-
rary of reference or studyinscientifie
subjects. There is a further bequest
of £500 for the general purposes and
objects of the Institute; £2500 is be-
queathed towards the erection of an
art gallery by the Society of Arts ta
be used for the exhibition of pictures
and allowing such works to remain
therein on sale when the gallery or
bailding is not required for exbibi-
tion purposes. There is a proviso at-
tached to this latier bequest, that if
the Society of Arts cannot cobtain a
site for the proposed art gallery and
the City Council is willing to aet
apart a site for the same the money
shall go to tha City Council for the
same purpose. Mr 0. Nicholson, Mr
Mackechnie’s partner in the
firm of Mackechnie and Nicholson,
Bolicitors, is sole irustee under Mrs
Mackechnie's will, and will see to the
due carrying out of the wishes of the
testator,

Commandant De la Rey iz 54 yeara
of age, Louis Botha 34. De Wet is not
¥et 40, Kemp, oue of De la Rey’s best
lieutenants, is orly 26, Fraser about
27, or 28, and the ages of many of the
Boer commandants range from 21 to
39.

The detectives of England are a
Httle—just & very little—sharper
than the Auckland article, who have

© failed to “neb” the burglars there.

An English contemporary tell how
detectives came upon two thieves in
the act. *rhe thieres made off in &
dogeart; the detectives followed and
captured the horse and cart, though
the thieves escaped. The detectives
thought the situation over for =
Yittle and they took charge of ths

. dogeart and an old grey horse, They

put him on short rations for B couple
of days and then harnessed him to
the cart and gave him his liberty.
He turned carefnlly anpd made his
way to s certain farm, and entering
by a back gate drew up near & barn
doar. The police secreted themaelves
within the barn and waited. Pre-
sently a man came through the barn,
and going into the yard cried, “Why, .
here’s old Bill! Come back home,
414 you? You old roguel” The old
horse whinnied and rubbed his head
againat the muan's shoulder. Him the
polics arrested, and on being examin-
od st the police station he was found
to be an old coavich Three waggon

- for the time,

doada of plunder were mpd in the
bare. v

Our Meroer correspondent writen:
“The Walkato 8 mow looking very
picturengue, and great activity is ap-
parent slong its baoks here, where
the Maorizs are busily engaged in Ax-
fng up their eanoes for the comfing
regatin. The large canoce events will
excite keen interest, for the four
noted rival cancea, the Paparsta,
‘Wao-nut-a-Tane, Matin Hanats, sand

¥hawhakia, will again face the start- .

er for the two mile reces.™ .

* A ¢ity lady, being very hard presa-
ed recoemtly, was ill-advised enough
to enguge a domestic without a “cha-
racter.” Before she bad been in the

houss three duys, this interesting .

maid-of-all-work complsined of being

ill, took do her bed, and her misiress =
went for her family physician to st~

tend to the sufferer. As soon sa he
wavw the girl's tace the doctor turned

to her mistress and ssid, laughingly,

“So0 phe hax taken you in too?” That
-was the fourth time, the doctor told
the lady, that he had been called in
by her eharitabls mistresses to at-
tend to thim same girl, with whom
there wan nbsolutely nothing the
matter. #Her ruse had evidently been
o take an engagement and to fall ill
almost immediately afterwards. The
majority of mistresses w0 placed
would be only too glad to pay the
girl = month's wages and send her
about her busineas. Relying on this,

the girl had been teking sltuations

right and left, which she never meant
to keez, with the result—to the doc-
tor’s personal knowledge—that she

had received six montha’ wages in as

many weekd.

A London eable states that the
PBritish War Officse has ordered two
thousand pairs of the patent pneu-
matic boot heels, Invented by Mr W.
Lingard, of New Zealand. Mr Ling-
ard, who ia an old resident of Wan-
ganul, some time ago left the colony
to push his invention, and Judging
from the cablegram appears to be
well on the road to snccess.

‘“"There is AT too muoch in these days
of theap sneering at the women of
the world who constitute what ia
called “Seciety.” True, it springs
from ignorance, but it is not-less re-
prebensible on that account. Before
talking of a thing, certainly before
writing of it, wisdom should counsel
a little knowledge on the subject if
cottmon justice does not. The truth
is, says “Madam,” that the “woman
of the world,” so far from being
merely the buiterfly of fashion she
i8 so oftenm considered, is usually a
very busy person indeed. To begin
with, it im hardly fair of the greater

public to forget how much is owed -

to the eforts of women in high
places by the eharities from which it
po greatly beneflts. If it were not
trouble and thought
they do mot grufge in heiping hospi-
tals and ether institutions, many of
thess charities would long since have

had to prectically closa their deors,
And many other examples of the
work of “the woman of the werld”
might ba girem—but it i boslide our
rrmnl puzrpose.  What we should
ike to polnt sul in that the well-
being of thousands of needy workers
in the Eaat dependu on the socisl mcts
ivity of the fssuhiopable women of
the Weat, The sonslderabls sums of
money often ed In single en-
tertaloments {n the fashicoable world
permeate through every one of the
varied strata of moclety, from tha
highest to the lowest,

They tell this story of a military
officer at » psrade.: He is apparently
in the mwestest of tempers and dls-
eumses mildly the mew driil-book with
an ipatructor:—*“Very good book, Mr,
Bo-and-So, very good book indeed. I
practieally wrote it mywsell 23 years
ngo. Colonel Blank i & persomal
friend of mine and knowa my views.
He haa embodied tham in the book,
. « Carry on, Mr. So-snd-60.” Mr.
So-and-So carries on. . The  efficer,
suddenly changing his position,
“p— 4 — d——, d—, etc. That
is not the way to do that movement,
Mr, S8o-and-Ge. I won'i have it done
that way. De——, d—— d— ste.”
The inatrustor: "Buot begging .yovur
pardon, air, the book lays it down,
gir, that it must be done in that way,
sir, and mo other, airl™ The officer
(with emphasis): “Well, d— the
booki®” - : . o

Americans harve lately been ealled
upon to take notlce of the verse of
a child of eight tender years, and
now comes the announcement of a
first volume of poema by an Eag-
{ishman of 76, The unkpown author
has given many decades to the polish-
ing of the rhymes which are supposed
to reflect his life's experience. Tt in
mtuch to be feared that the academio
perfection of ome poet will be as
wearisome a# the empty crudities of
the other.. What stretches of cor-
rect, stale and flat verss sre visible
vetween theae two extremea to-dayl
A well ordered kitchen gardan are the
Musses now tending. Herears trim
paths, bean vinea nestly bound np,
cucumbers doing well, pumpkin heads
rejoicing—but where are the wild,

. exquisits blossoms of the poet’s in-

spiration? In pretty book and deg-
orated periodical we find poetry with
all the elegancy and Zfacility that
Holofernes . could ask wus for—bnt
where be the golden cadences? Why
has mankind grown so unpoetic? The-

_ pursuit of material things does not

explain it altogether. What has be-
come of the lyric atrain that ia com-
pensation for even rough metre and
forced rhyme? Mediocrity, self-
gufficieney, self-consciousnesa, imita-
tiveness mark most of ths poeiry cur-
rent in these opening years of the
new century. Would that the rhy-
iesters ¢ould be persuvaded to turn
to prose and let us wait with untor-
tured ears and eyes for soms master
with the old time gift of "muszic and
sweet fire.” .
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