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The Canadian Parifle railroad Tord FKEitchener, speaking at the the Ol Rivers Protectorute, or Niger Coast tlon was reduced by £32,0008, and for

sharehoiders hase authorised the es-
tablishment of a steamship line for
the Atlantie trade by purchass or
Jonse, and, whether thiz is earried
out or not, thay recommend that =
fast service be subsidised, the direc
tors meanwhile to select ports ruited
to the requircmenta of the traffic.

Dr. Scheffer, of New York, has
jolupd Presldent Rooaevelt’'s phyal-
clans, On Monday the FPrestdent's
temperatare was higher, and a freah
lucinion made in the wound showed
that the bone was slightly affected,
though the dralnage of the wound ea-
tablished wus sawafactory.

Preaident Roesevelt's condition is
reassuring.

The “Times” says that the wnom-
aini vislt of Mr Wyatt, the Navy Les-

e'n envoy, to Canmds snd Australia
Eill—ﬂm . somiong ma it does imme-
dintely after the Colonial Conferencs,
™ view of the fact that the solounial
demands need to be handled with
rare tact and discretion, It wounld be
‘wiser mot to attempt to force the
pace.

A typhoon, accompanied by a tidal
wave, at Odawara, in Japan, over-
whelmed many howses. Tt is report-
«d that 500 lives have been lost.

The recent typhoon drove the
Japanese warship Shikishima ashore
at the entrance to Yokohama Har-
bour.

The total deaths at Odawara,
Japan, by the typhoon and tidal wave
amount to 200.

An American international paper
sembine is attempiiog to establish
an enormous trost, embracing all the
American and the buik of the Cana-
dian output. Itis intended to operate
in England and the colonies. TFhe
Fdward Lloyd Company, the weil-
known London firm, and other big
paper-makers will ~ppee the scheme
with the object of preventing the
Rritish paper trade falling under Am-
erican control,

The ndditional Federal Estimates
mecessitated by the mon authorising
of the loan total £237,000. The
greater portion will be expended on
Postal Department warks, To make
up the amomnt the sams proposed te
be returped to the various Btates will
be redused as follows:—New South
Wales by £109,000, Victoria £41,600,

Queensland  £5500, other Stutex to.

& leaser extent.

Br Harris (u digtrict councilior
snd honorary secretary of the Bast
ldmerick Execcutive of - the Irish
Lengue) han boen sentenced to three
months’ imprisonment with hard
labour on charges of intimidation
and conspiracy; and aleo required to
find sureties for gead behavicur or an
additional aentence of three months
without bhard labour,

The “Pall Mall Gazerie™ says that .

Kew Zewland's meagre and grudging
¢onnessions to debenture-iolders and
shareholders in counection with the
Midland Railway in New Zealand
may slphtly tmpuir the colony'a
credit, which is bndly tndermined by
the attitude adopled towards ihe de-
bewture-holders.

Mr Deaddin wapplied the Federal
House with information comtained in
an officied lettor he had received as
4» the condlibom of the labour mar-
Lot Bowth Africe. The gist of it
was that from 12,000 to 15,000 people,
fncluding humdreds of Auostralians,
were weiting in the ecustal teowns
for permite to proceed inlumd. His
opinion was that there werre no op-
portimitien for Aunmtralians in South
Africa.

Genergl Velniind, the national dele-
gate, arrefited an emplovee of the
Frenck Cable Company. at Carapanor,
¥Yeneozuela. The French consular
agent intervened, and was alan ar-
rested. The cable has been cnt, it is
betieved by the Venezuelan gunboat
Restanrador. The French crulser
Tage is experted at Porto,

The French TConsular agent at
Carupanor, Veneruela, recently ar-
rested, hos been released,

The principals of the American
Boef Trust hawe mucceeded n corner-
Ing the breadstuff muarket, and alse
in partly eornering the provision
sopplies, In Chicago. They manert
that they are abie te force prices as
drigh am they demire

Cutlers' Fenst at  Shetield, paid a
tribute to the extretely waluable
services of the gullant colonial
troops, and. to the deep love of Em-
pire uniting us all. He hoped Britaln
was taking advantage of the lessons
of the war, and would render the
army thoroughly eflicient and wholily
adeguate to meet any similar dungers
and s0 place the mecurliy of the Em-
pire on &n jmpregnable basis.

The autumn lambing returos for
New South Wales estimate the num-
‘ber of lambs marked during the pre-
zent year at 1,662,000, from B,115000
owes put to tha rams, es againsk
9,115,000 ewen and 6,320,000 lavaba for
the pame period last year. The per
centage of lambs marked was 20§,
aguninet 804 last year. The estimated
numiswr of sheep, inclnding the sut-
umn lamba, in August, wes 33,716,000,
a decrease of 8,141,000 on the number
returned at the end of December laat.
The cause 'of the decrense Is nlmoat
solely the unpracedemted drought,

An Individusl suddenly handed (he
QGrand Duke Nicholas of Bomsin, near
Bhipka, where he went in conpnection
with the opening of s memorial
ehurch, a -petition repressnting the
Maredonisn Commlittee, praying the
Tser to iniervene and secure the
amelioration of the condition of the
Bulgariana wunder ‘Turkish rule.
The “Times™ utates that an the re-
sult of preasure which M. Zirnowieff,
the Russian Amb dor at C«
tinople, brought to bear on the Sul-
tan, the latter has increamed the
Turkish forces in Macedonts to three
hundred hattalions, in order to over-
awe the Bulgarian pepnlation.

Another case of the application of
Lyoch law to negro criminals comes
from the Southern States of America.
A megro, who outreged and muorder-
ed 8 white womsn at Corinth, Misais-
aippi, was meigsd by ab  inforieted
gathering of residents and waa burn-
ed to death at the stake. -

The recent burning slve of the
negro in deseribed as & horrible spee-
tacle. Froot seats were reserved for
the newspaper reporters and for wo-
men. The railways ran aspecial
trains to the sceme where the negro
was burned at the stake.

The position of the N.5.W. Govern-

ment ja  likely o be chal-
lenged over the action of the
Attorney-Ueneral 1in  recommend-
mg the rclesse of Friedman,

& wellknown merchent and money-
Inder, who was sentemoed to twelre
wonths’ imprisopment on a charge
of receiving a large guantity of stok
en property. The Judge, in passing
srntenoe, seid if 1 hed been within
his province to decide the ocase, he
would not have found the accused
guilty, but he must abide by the de-
wision of the jury. Within 24 hourg
after the passing of the mentence
¥riedman waz released.

The prese aud public have raised a
great outery sgminst what they clain
is a deliberate igooring of the jury
system.

Mr Tom Mann, the laboor leader,
wha wrrived In Methourne last woek
from New Zealand, was walcomed

at the Irades Hall, Inter-
viewsd, he said: “I would not
care

) to express myselt very fully
with regard to some phases of life
in New Zealand, but, apesking indus-
trielly. I would be exceedingly glad
to find the same conditian of things
ai Home. If any man st Home were
to ask me wmboul the place, I ahould
say: Yoo reccive fifteen shillings more
weekly for am hour m day less wori.
0Of that fifteen you apend half, be-
oause of whe higher onmt of living.
Thet leaves you & margin of 7/6, for
an hour & day less wrork.” Mz Mann
spoke in high commendstion of the
New Zealand Arhitration Act.

Trouble in feared in Nigerin, West
Africa. 1t is reported that the Emir
of Kano is mukjog extensive prepara-
tions far war apgsined the Britiah.

{Eage In the eapttal of the negre Btats
of #okoto. which I one af the dlatricts
under the authority of ths British Royal
l\lger “Company. Tha Cetmpany's wphere of
influence 1a south of the Freoch territory.
Included In the country ondor the company
are tha large discricts of Gando, Rorgu, angd
Bornu ; 1t beadguarters ars at Asabs. and

-there 1n a military etatlan st Lokola, ofh
the Niger. The co nY poseens the ctomst
Hos from the Forcmdos te the Brpms river.
The rest of the comat and & lagge Inland
Tegion, ncludmg Benln, ob The west, and
'the Cross river country to the sast as Tar at
tha frontier of 4be e forma

Protectoraie, wince 18L1 under a Iiritish
Commisajucer. The roliag race in Bokoto.
wirh the emiy referred to in the cablogram
at their head, are the Mebammedan Fulaha
In 1KES the Hultun of Bokuto graoted to the
RBritiab Roywl Niger Company m monopely
of the trade. The arez of Bokoto ls about

., square miles, snd the pupuistion
In estimated at soma 15000000, whe are
Haussa apd varfous negro tribem.}

GENERAL CABLES.
MELBA.

Madameé Melbas second concert

was & splendid success. Tha Town |

Hall was crammed, and much enthu-
aiasm was shown. T

The booking for Madame Melba’s
serirs of concernia commmenoed an the
1st inmi, whan sales represented
£1653.

THE PREMIER.

The a.3. Tongariro arrived at Capo-
town on the 80th wlt. Mr Beddon,
who waa w -plsuenfvr by the stexmer,
moet with & cordial wTeception, end -
was entertained at = public Juncheon.
In the woourse of & Epeech at the
luncheon Mr Beddon declsred 4hat
every moral suppert should be glven
to the loyal Dukch by the British
colonists and friendship shown to-
wards those from whom they differ-
ed They muat make s prosperous
sountry of South Africa, Britizsh rule
ensuring » peaceful and prosperous
settlemeont,

BULGARTA .

Fifty-two of the 1manrgent Bulgsr-
ians who broke through the Turkish
verdon ia- Monestir were kilied mud
113 wounded. The otherwm are being
hotly porsoed.

The Grond Duke Nicholas of Rus-
mia, Prinee Ferdingnd of Bulgaria,
and Genesal Ignotieff participated in
the celelwations in connection with
the completion of the memorial
church at Shipka Fsaea (the scens of
the memerable fighting of 1877 with
the Turks). The Metrepolltan of
Etarazogora took s leading pard in
the consecration ceremony on an
equality with the Bussinn slergy, the
independence of the Bulgarian
Church being thus recognised <con-
trary to the Gresk Patriarchs’ decl- |

‘stan of 1BT3,

The Macedonian Committes de-
clares that ex-Colenel Jankoft, » Bal-
garian, with 3000 combatantas, sub-
divided into bands, leads the Bulgarx-
ixn ipsurrection in Menastir, Tarkey.
The telegraph lines in that digtrict '
are interrupted. Fourteen battaliona
of Turkish reserves =t Balonica.
twelve ai Monaater, and twelve at
Uskuob have been srmmoned in con-
nection with the revolt of Bulgar-

iRD=-

ATSTRALIA.

The Federal Honse has paessd the
Estimates, inclidimg esn additional
amount of £257,000, necessitated by
the refussl of a loan. This involven
a total veduction of £2280,000 ia the
smnonts returned to the Bitates. Tha
balance will be taken Irom the ordi-
nary Estishates. . .

On ' the motion of Bir W. Tyne, the_
Huuse agreed with all the Benate’s
amendmenia in the Elsctoral B,
Mr. Reid grotesting that it was hu-
miliating ts back down afier com-
pelling mmohers to hold ont so Teng.

The House adjourned tili Thuraday,
with a view of proroguing on Friday.

. e
ATUSTRALIAN DEFENCE

Lord MNirmssey, formerly Oovernor
of Victoria, sdvocated that some of
the preseni Ausirnlian sguadrem be
‘Petaimed 0 Bes-going guonery lh‘l]:,
for short crulses instead of comtinit-
o1 servive, which, he dealayes, 48 not
acceptable to Amptrallaps.

He also says a force of ten thous
and buchmen, under sngagement for
gemera! military aervice, might be
raised 1T the cost were borns by the
Tmperial Government

fBir W. Lyne, in ¥ ‘the
Federal Defence Eatimntes, totalling
£ 92,000, eas £108,000, for the auxil-

squeiron, stated that he had re-
doosd the maral vote by £26,000, and

yoar. The
reductions were largrely effechd by
disbanding and mvom of
the naval, and raducin,
iming ‘the milary
o, Toe vote fer amall srme azeaunt-

pared with s

Teorgmn-
for-

-Americans.

new rifles by £15,000. The plan ad-
opted had been fo get back to the
expenditure before the war, duri
which it had besn largely imcreas:
The peace establishment of the Fed-
eral forces waa 20,000 officers and
men, and the war footing 44,000. The
moust not sllow things to drift till
a time of trouble ecme. He would
bave mo oblection to the establish-
ment of a pary when the proper time
came. The pressmt naval| force was
a toy foree, but it was premaiore al-
together to talk of an Australian
navy. fe gawe an assureu-e that be
had taken precaution against rads-
ing any samblance ef antbority for
sending men cutside kthe Comumon-
woalth, .

‘The debate om the Defence Est]-
mintes dsclosed that this majority
faveured a forther yedncson. Ths
loaders of the Labour Party and the
Opposition supported the uetion of
the vote to £700,000. Bir W. Lyne
thereupon sonounced that he was
:'m]-red t0 Teduca the expenditars
ram about December in the propor-
tion ‘of L62,000 yearly. Next yewr
he would bring down Eatimates aith
& smimilar reduction. On this under-
standing the vote was passed.

THE SHIFPING COMBINE

The Morgan Shipping Combine has
been ineorporated at Trenton, New
Jeraey, nnder the designation of the
International Mercantile Marine
Company. -

The capital i & hundred and tweniy
million dollars.

Mr Pierpont Morgua ia not a direc-
tor. -

Mr Clinton Edward Dawkine, whs
was a pariner in the firm of J. &
Morgan and Co., is chairmman of the
British committes. Mr W. J. Pirria
(of Harland and Wolff's firm), and
Mr Ismay, of the White Star line, ars
merchara. - .

It & belicvnd that they are work-
ing unfiar an arrangemeni with the
Cunard line.

Canadian bneiness men are satis-
Bied that the Cunard line armange-
ments will safepuard Cansdian jin
terests by preventing the Yy
of the )zm-g‘n ecammhine on ghe At~
lantic. -

The New York “Post

redominant Yeeling in Wall-sireet is
hat the Britiash u ly to the Cun-
ard line iz » severe blow at the Mor-
gun comhbine.

The eost of the two new Comsard
eleamers will be a mtlion each

The International Mercantile Ma-
Tine Compsny’s stock 1z entirely gub-
seribed by those directly interested.
The “Daily Erxpress” states ‘thah
shares-do not cal woting power, for
which purpose continuity of
policy is vested in Mr Morgen and
four other voting trustess, namely,
Meenrs. Ismay and Pirrle snd two
Hal the capital of the
ocompany will be prefzrence stock,
ocarrying 6 per eeni. sumulative In-
tereat. The company has amth-
orierd the issue of Atteen
millions sisrling 4 per cent. bondd.
‘The *“Timea,”™ commenting on the
figures, says they imply an emic-
pation of nearly two millione ammual

ofit, but Jnward Zreights are very
ow, and economies in management
gre limited by the retentiom of separ-
ated Boards under ihe agreement
giren o Britain, Tt =dds that our
oorrire]l of the Atlaotic trafle will be
menzursd I the leng ron by the capi-
tal wo inveat.

aays the

SHIPPING SUBSIDIES.

The officinl details of the Govern-
meri's arrangcmenia for subsidising
the Cunard line of sfeamers show
that “the Cunard Company entered
into a twenity years' = ment to
remain 1 British, and held its entire
fleet at the Governments dispenal
for charter or purchuas The Govero-
mant lends money at 2§ per cent in-
terest, repayable in twenty ansusl
instalments. for the construction of
two large gtemmers, with 3 wpeed of
Tetween 24 and 25 knota, Tor the
Atlamtic wervice. 'The Cunard Com-

ny undertakes noi to undaly ruise
{rvighta or give preferential rates to
foreigners, in conalderation for w
subgidy of £150,000, dating drom the
time the new wensels zall

Mr Gerald Balfour, President of
¥he Board of Trade, wpeaking ot the
Ootlers’ Toat st Bhefficd, dwtafled
e O d ngr L.| dded
St 4he Irgperis]

an
‘Government, had



