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An Old Plonser.

Captain W. J. Barry is certainly one
oi the most striking figures among
us. He is now in his B4th year, T2
years of which he has rpent in these
celanies. Arriving in Sydnpey in 1834,
when the past century was but a babe
in the hands of Father Time, he was
one of the founders of Melbourne in
1815, an¢d of Fort He gton, New
South W s, ian 1839, He was 1t
Anckland in 1837, when Queen-strees
was a fern-clad gully and not a white
man's dwelling was to be seen. The
personal experiences of such a man
cannot fail to be interesting, and we

CAPTAIN W. J. BARRY.

are looking forward to the publica-
tion of the captain’s book, now in
il press, which, embodies the his-
tory of his seventy odd years in the

enlonjes.  The work will te divided
into  three parts, the first being
‘antahiographical, the second a his-

torieal rerrospecet of the early years
of the cotonies, amd the 4hird a col-
leetion of portraits and biographies
af praminent colonists,
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Back In England.

1t was anneunced the other dny
Iy le from Tondon that the
Tinke and Thuehess of Orlirans had ar-

rived in the Hritish metropolis, the
King having intimated that the door

of England has been  re-opened to

DUKE

OF ORLITANS.

them.  The dnke, Prines Lanis 1hyl.
ippe. is the hend of the house of Or-
lexns, and probably the chief cloim-
nnt to the throne of Franve., He s
the eldest mon of the late Comte e
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notwithstanding

FParis, and was born in 1869,
Paris,

he entered

DUCHESSE OF OHLEANS,

the Expulsion Act of 1888, and claimed
his rights as a Freachman to under-
toke military service for his country.
He was arrested, but shortly aflter-
wards liberated. After the death or
his father he received his supporters
in London, and then removed to Brus-
sels, as being mnearer France. His
marriage to the Archduchess Maria
Dorothea of Austria was celebrated
uz Vienna, November 5, 1896. 1t was
alleged that some of his followers
were implicated in the <conspiracies
apainst the Republic in 1893,
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One in & Hundred.

The Ameer of Afghanistan married
five wives the other day, but the Em-
peror of China, a widower, has has

an even more trying matrimomial ex-
périence, All the marringeable daugh-
ters of the highsst Manchu families
vere ordered to assemble in Peklag
lasgt month. Out of tiese the 100 most
beautiful and moet aceomplished were
selected. The Emperor had then to
choose far his Empress one, and one
cnly, from these 100 loveliest mund
wisest girls. What would have hap-
pened had he fallen in Inve with the
lot we are not told. Fortunately in
this all bnt impossible task he has
had the guvidance and advice of the
Dowapger-Empress.
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Chualrman of the War Comminaion,

Great interest attaches to the
selection of Tord FElgin as  the
chairman of the War Commission.

The object of the Commission 15 *1o
inquire into the supply of men. mu-
nitions of war, equipment and trans-

LORD ELGIN.

pert in conneetion with the Bouth
African War, and into the mihtary
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PRINCE LOUIS BONAPARTE.
A Royml Romange. xities, notwithstanding the fact that
— rhe was unofficially ‘betrothed o
T.ove romances in Hoval  eircles Piince Louis Bonaparte, who holds

huve been rather eommon of Iate,
uml now comes the story of another.
According to ndviees from Hnaa-
1'¢Rth, the Grand Ilichess Hriena.
dnughter af the Grand Duke viao-
mir of Ruasin, recently eloped with a
sturdent at one of the Rusaian Univer-

the rank of general in the army of
tLhe Czar. The story goes that the
¥oung Grand Duchess was devotedly
pfiarhed 4o the sBtudent, but caredt
nething for Prince Louls, and feeling
it hopelenz—aa it doubtless was—to
chtain her parenta’ consent to a mar-

orerations up to the occupation of
Pretoria.” Lord Elgin is a Canadian
by birth, being born at Monklanas,
near Montreal, fifty-three years ago.
e is the son of the eighth eart ana
hin sevond wife, th> fourth idaughter
of the first Karl of Durham. It is
noteworthy that his ancestors played
an important part in the history of
the Entpire, for his grandfather, toe
Seventh earl, was the well-known Am-
bassador to Turkey, who collecte:t
the Elyin marbles. whilst his father
was an eminent Viceroy of Inma, ang
N ice-Pienipotentiary to China.,
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An Agrioultural Expert.

King Lewanika of Barotseland, who
spent the first week of his visit to
England amid the peaceful surround-
ings of a Dorsetshire village, display-
ed keen interest in British methads
of agriculture. Onee his royal gaze
fell upon a reaping machine, and con-
versation upon other topics had 1o
be suspended until the true inward-
ness of the contrivance had been ex-
plained. Then, as somewhat of a
wl?pat-rniser himself, His Majesty
said, “Well, that's the Umit,” or
words to that effect, in the Barotse
langnage, Nothing impressed the
great chief more deeply 1han the ex-

ceeding fatness and power of oaur
huge draught horses. After the lcan-
er creatures of his own land the

noble Clydesdale moved him to fre-
quent expressions  of surprise and
aidmiration.
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Comnposer of “Ben Bolt" Dead.

The death is announced In New
York of Mr Thowmas Dunn English,
the composer of the well-known song
"“Hen Bolt." Mr Epglish had at dif-
ferent times practised law, journal-
ism, and medicine. Mr English was
born in JFhiladelphia in 181%. In ad-
dition to the popular ballad *“BHen
Bolt™ he wrote the "Book of RBuattle

Lyries” and several novels.

THE GRAND DUCHESS HFELENA VLADIMII.

ruige with the humble lover, reaolv-
ed on the despernte course of run-
ning away. The young couple got aa
far as Varsovy, but were there ar-
rested. ‘The youny lady was taken
nck to her home, and the young
man. who is rald to be & member ot
one of the revolutionary committees
7t his university, ia reported to have
been sent to Siberia.



