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Papa on Weddings.

ALSO WHAT HIS DAUGHTERS THINK ABOUT THEM.

NI NI

Pape's eidest daughter was work-
ing n mysterious tahle-decoration
for that equally mysterious reocep-
tacle knogwn amongst young ladiea
as & "bottom drawer.”

Papa's second daughter was busy
on & set of hand-painted doyleys, al-
g0 destined o be stowed away in the
bottom drawer of papa’s eldest

davghter. .

The remainder of papa's daurhters
were also employed with needlework
of various deseriptions, mostly de-
stined for that crnivorous and ra-
pucious bottom drawer, whith was
beginning to earn for itself the title
of “hottomless drawer,” RO great was
its capacity.

9n there was quite 8 forecawt of
matrimony in the air.

Indeed, the only member of the in-
dustrious circle who was not engaged
upon work for the “bottom drawer’
was papa's fonrth danghter. who was
working & slipper-bag for the curate
to keep his pipes in.

Tt had been whispered in the famli-
ly circle that papa’s eldest daughter
would enter the matrimonlal setate
some time towards the antumun.

It was also whispered that it was
to be quite a quiet aflair.

But papa, who knew mamma's ways
better than any other member of the
family, had his doubts onm the point,

%[ therp is one thing that I die-
like more than another it is an op-
tentatious wedding,” he bepgan, speak-
ing grnerally, but casting a some-
what seclf-conscions glance in the
direction of mamma., who was busy
in working a teacloth for the bottom-
less drawer.

Nobody had any comments to maka
sa papa, emboldened by the general
silence, eontinued, in a slightly loud-
er voice: .

“Tf, as a man with elght marriage-
able damghters, [ was not afraid of
appearing to shirk my Ttespousibill-
tiee.”” he remarked, "I should raise
& public protest against the ex-
iravagrance of the modern marriage.”

“put it only ecomes once in a life-
time,”  protested papa’s .second
daughter, who is looking forward to
real erange-blogsom, and & wtring of
twenty carrlages, not-to speak of &
full choral gervice and half &
eolummn, with phetographs, In the six-
Penny papers.

“Daon’t know so much about that,
my dear!"‘ anawered paps, nodding
‘his head sagely. “Theras was Mra.
Major Mantrap, at Delhi. She burled
four husbands in the slx years be-
fore she married Mantrapl Oapltal
fellow was Mantrap! Played a first-
rate game of whist, and was hhe best
jndge of a polo-pony in the garrison.
Everyone warned him against marry-
ing Mrs. Montrap—Mrs. Smasher sha
‘wis then; Smasber was the name of
her previous hushand. ‘Nmumber Four
Smasher’ they called him.. But Mra.
Shrapnell ¢(Shrapnell, of the Artil-
lery, was her previous husband)
siashed him.'"

“Grodness gracious, papa. don't go
back to the first hnsband! What
heppened tn Major Mantrap? THd he
dic?” agked papa’s eldest dnughter.

“Wnrae than that, my love,” answer-
¢d vapn, shaking hia head sadly.

“What conld he worse than that?”
answered papa's youngert daughter.
who atill finds life a sort a eweetstnft
shop.

“He retired—cut the Bervice—and
is now a barough ecouncillor” an-
Bwered papa, mhaking hia hend ngain.

“T think that Mrs, Smasher-Shrap-
nell-Mantrap person  was & horrid
woman," suid papa’s second daughter
Judicially.

"Never met & more charming
Wwoman in my MNfe replied papn—
"with tha exception of yourself, my
lave,” ha wontinued, bowing politely

in the direction of mamma, who dis-
creetly kept her eyea upon her tea-
cioth.

“Faney! Five husbanda]l When so
many nlee girls have no husbands at
all!” echoed papa’s fourth daughter,
“I call it perfectly shamefull”

“As bad as those herrid trusts that
the papers are so full of now!™ chim-
ed in auother danghter.

“Well, these four were the only
trust that Mre. Mantrap ever had in
huabands,” chuckled papa. "“he
never trusted Mantrap far beyond
her eyesight after she married him*

“Punning, papa, is the poorhouse ol
wit!"” severely answerced papa’s eld-
est daughter. who ,prides hergelf up-
on her epigrams, and regards herself
ax a sort nf feminine Anthony Hope.

“And matrimnny is the mother of
invention!” answered papa In a8
sprightly vein, “I have never heard
a man mglie  §0 many excuses  to
justify himself in ronning out to post
a letter as my poor friend Mantrap.”

“Some of us are awfully clever to-
night?” pasualiv  remarked papa’s
youngest daughter with a yawn.
“There is nothing that makes me feel
ap tired as to hear clever people talk
cleverness. It is like sittlng in the
front roww of an empty pit without
the actors and the smell of orange
peel.  Talking mbout orange peel”
continued papa’s youngest daughter,
“when I am married I am going to
wear real orange-blossoms, with o
train that T ean kick, and two pages
in 'Henri Quatre* costumes.”

“That I can kick!" interrupted pa-
pa's tourth davghter, who has strong
ideas on the simplicity of weddinga.
“When T get married,” she contlnued,
“T am not going to It anyone at all
kunow abont it but ytpa and mam-
ma—"

“I wouldn't forget to drop a post-

eard to the bridegroom if T were you
-—of course, he's not very important,
but, like the pinch of S".ﬂt In the po-
tatoes, he's very necessary,” inter-
rupted her eldest sister with some
Barcasm. -
T *T am going to he married at six
o'clovk, and no one is to be therae
L1t papa and mamma and the pew-
opener,”  resumed papa's  fourth
daurhter unmoved.

“Then T suppose the menu far the
wedding-brezkfast will be kippers,
Daern, and marmalade, with perhapa
a plate of porridge for the bride-
groom, who will read the newspaper
At breaklast, and will occasionally
tlhirow you a fact like a bone, to the
effect that Notts are all out for a
hundred and seventy-fiva runs, ot that
Sauth Eastern A’s have pons up &
wouple of pointa sines the last Stock
Fxchange settlement. Upon my word
you are a romantic bird!” exclalmed
yapa's eldest daughter with withers
ing s£corn,

“aAnd you wouldn't get many wed-
ding presents!” suggested papa’s
youngest, with practical foresight,
praissworthy in one so young.

I don't want wedding-presents
rejoined papa’s fourth danghter in-
differentTy, “I think that the enstom
of asking 2 lot of people to a wed-
ding just for the rake of wringing
electro-plate out of them is a detest-
ahle one. I an sure that anyone
who enres for nne will pend & wed-
ding present whether they are asked
to the wedding or not.”

“Thaen. Hike the man whn wants to
horrow half-u-erown, you will find
out how many people in the world
really care for you, and that ls never
a very pleasaont experience!” rejolned
papa's eldrat daunghter.

A wedding without cake,” remark-
ed pnpa’s youngest daughter, generals
1y, “is Hke B Yyoung man without
money, or lamb withont mint saticel”

“You menn, dear, that a yotung man
without money I3 like & lamb with=-
out mint sauve,'” replicd papa's fourth
doughter. “I think that enke cught

to be made compulsory at every wed-
ding, by law,” oontinued papa’s
youngesat. ““They ought te fix the
wize of the cake on & graduated ecals
0 agree with ths income tax, mnd
anyons daring to mend coke withoud
lots of almond leing, as Mary Mor
rison did the other day, ought to be
prosecuted.” '

“I'm not qolng to hava any cake,”
Teplled papa's fourth daughter brave-
1y; T think that just to send a card
i{s much nicer—"

“Carde!" ejaculated papa’s young-
est daughter with disgust. “I hate
cards, they are the bane of meodern
sxistence. They show the hollowness
of society more than any other social
institution. People send ocards for
everything nowadays. They send
them when they get born, when they
gat married, and when they die. They
send them to people whom they won't
stk to dinper, and whom they Intend
to polish off by gangs and afternvcn
tea and niusie, or, worse stlll, ping-
porg., There is nothing so insincere
a8 a gard?™

“Iiut, my dear
fourth dauvghter.

“(iive me cakel” replied papa’a
roungest—""cake aud plenty of it
Anyore who wishes to earn my gra-
titade snd respect must send out
their wedding-take in dwe-pound
wedges  Anubndy can have the card
end silver-edged box, but give me thea
cake!™

Then she sfighed.

“But. afrter ali!” she continued,
“the postman would e rure to get
it! FPostmen are such ewful fellows
for wedding—cake. T believe that Is
why orr postman is so fat. He muost
steal o1l the wedding-cake that comes
through the Sorting Offce. 1 don't
altozether blame him, Tor it 1 wera
FPostmaster-General T shonld just sit
in my office all day long and take my
plek from the weddingwcake mail-
oaga.” .

Mammma, who seldom jolns in the
conversations of papa end his daugh-
ters, here [nterposed.

“They eay,” she said, with the air
of one who waa imparting o new aud
importunt piece of infermation —
‘*they say that every piece of wed-
ding-cake one eats brings voe a hoppy
month.”

“Perhapd that 18 why our postman
always looka 8o jolly!" supgested pa-
pa.

“I dom’t think that can be true,” ra-
marked papa’s youngest daughter ju-
diciaily—"the last piece of wedding-
czke I had—that "was Mary Morrl-
son's—didn’t give mwe a very happy
month, but T had a most unhappy
night after eating it. I only ate a
dittle bit of it, 100, and T put the rest
under my plilow 8o that I shaould
dmeam of my future hushand, and [
dreanmird of nothing but mwad DLulls
and runaway railway engines all
night!”

“That means that you are either
going to marry a butcher or ticket-
cenllector!” interposed papa's fourth
daughter, who posts as o paimist, and
{a muuch given to the interpretation
of dreams.

“On pecond thonghts,” repllied pa-

'a  youngest daughter, I don't
think tlkat I shall marry at slll I

began pupa’s

shall just be an 6ld mald, aml stay
with pawpa end mammsa =a long a8
ever I live,

Then papa’s youngest daughter
roshed wpon him and 'butted her
curty head intc his shounlder, asx was
her affectionate ousbom.

"You don't want all ofus to go away,
do you, popa, dear?’ she murmmured,
in a voiee that should have oocaxed &
ftone lion off a monwment.

Then papa slid his arm round her,
and cluared hle throat, and bllnku’
because besldes ths vaual tear in his
dim old eyes there was another.

For, although paps seems & tex
ribly stern old gentleman, he has &
lot.o! soft places.

That 13 why hia fourth daughter
oalls him The Lobster. He is very red
nnd hard cutside, but wnder the ahell
he is awdully s(')ﬂ. and aweet!

The Charge of tha Ping-pong
Craze.

ITalf the world, half the woild,

Going Ilaog-T'ongward,
Enrl, duke, or scrvamt glel,
Plunge ln !ts mighty ewirl;
Ying till they Pong ood dle,
Blng then thelr socug on blgh,
Jeln [n the angels' cry,

“Vive la Ilug-Tong !

My heart and wolee [ rolse,
To elag lts live-long pralse;

Lot the whale world resound

With lts sweet Fiog-song sound:

“Iforward, the Piug-Fong crizel™

Foth old and yOoubg one BnFs,

Yricat, dean, aml curate prays,
“Vive la Plug-Pongl"

Ping-Fong ta right of tbhem,
Plug-toog to left of them,

Plng- P in front of them,

Vulley'd &nd thunder'd;

Stormed at wlth cellulold,

Of fear nud care develd.

Chalrs, lamps, apd clocks destroyed,
“Vive la Plog-PongI'

When shall its glory fade?

Oh, the wild charge 1t Tonde!
World-wide ita fuslliade;
Pinged loud acd ponged hard;
{irls with thelr faney bloke,
Riff-raff and gentle folk,
Ail have thelr little poke,

"¥lve la Ping Pongl™
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