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Topics of the Weelk.

Drifting Whither?

When the Finangial Stalement was
delivered two months ago its most
obvicus feature the prodigal
spiril it revealed, both as regards the
immediate past and the Imimediate
future of our puoblie expenditure. 1
showed that during the lust financial
year we had spent lavishly aud that
we had no intention of curiailing our
expenses during the present year,
Whatever might be the wactual state
of our finances there was no gain-
saying the buoyaucy ofour financiers.
Never was there 3 Dudygel more ex-
uberant or less sicklicd over with
the pale cast of apprehension for the
future. The other remarkable foet
ubaut it, which | commented on at
the time was the indifference with
which the public received the revela-
tions of a financial policy that scet-
tercd the money bruadeast, as in the
old Vopelian days, Where was the
lowl choerus that jn time gone hy
croaked of impending Twin as cach
succesdive million was added to our
debt? (tone  auile silent, and in
vain 1 Jistened for the cchoes «f my
own protests, It would be still more
vain, 1 suppose, to listen for themn
now, when the advent of the Public
Works Statement comes to remind
us once ngaic of the poliey to which
we are committing oirselves; for
borrawing, as it is proposed in the
Bunidget, is muck more of an abstract
proposition than it is in the Publie
Works Statement, where the definite
allpention of the movey nppeals .ta
individual interest. . The buld idea of
gning on the market for another
million and three-quariers may rouse
ithe econnmical soul to lond protest
against the unthinking cxtravagance
of the Government.butwhen it comes
to the parcelling out of the gold,
w0 much for your railway and xo
much for my road, aud so on, the
rense of pur respective npeeids quite
outweighs our misgivings for the fin-
anclal stability of the colony, and
the enerpy we devoted to the con-
demmnation of peckless expenditure
is consumed in urging the claims of
witr own  particular island. province
or district. Tt woeuld be foliy to ex-
pret a campuign of economy to start
ou the morrow of the appeurance of
1he I*ublic Works Statement, The
matto of the moment is “Well, if the
maney ix to be spent let us have our
share of it,” and of that motto is
horn even amony the most thought-
less o ospirit of indifference and
Iais=ez  Faire. We are  beecoming
accustomed to the lavish scale on

was

which the adininistration is conduaet-

ing affiirs. and heedless of the in-
evitable vonsequence of a smnll col-
eny with a limited and =lowly in-
ereasing  population  inereasingr  an
already stupendous loml of debt at
ilie rate of a couple of miilions a
Fear. Mo Jong as the mopey lasts all
will e well, of course. The spend-
thrift whe sqnanders his patriipony
flourizhes while N Iasts, but  onply
while it lasts, And where
in the diiference with a colony like
th Our illimitable resources, of
which we hear o much, are mainly
in the =hape of land, nud the vilue
of that is not to be  reckoned by
what it will breing in the inflated sen-
son of 4 baom, but by ils actunl pro-
ductive value when compared with
the Lvoad acres in other parts of 1he
worlkl and nrarer 1o the world's
markets.  And what iy the value of
the Jund without the penple to culti-
vate it?  Amd shall we alil tn the
attractiona of the volany by raising
the taxes? ot why 't amain rhe
old Jeremiad? Who will li-ten to
it
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The Hand That Rceks
tha Cradle.

The common opinion threnghont
fhe colimy  with regard to fenmnde
sn'Trage is that it hias had very little
cflect on the geoeral voaduct of things

political; #t bam neither done the
previous harm that was predicted,
nor has it hustened the millenninm by
five minutes, Tw the ordinary ob-
server elections are conducted very
much as they were before, the same
sort of cawcdlidaten present themselves
fur election, and get sent down «to
Wellington, and the praceedings in
the Iluuse of Representatives o¥re un-
murked by any special feature that
wonld indicate the refinlng influence
of women nt work ameoung our logis-
Intors You ask nise hundred and
ninety-nine men out of a thousand in
the colony, aye, and nine hundred and
ninety-nine women, too, nnd thia is
what they will teil yon. But .our ab-
sent Preinier, when interviewed on
this questiva by the advacates of the
suffrage reform in England, told
yuite another tale. I"osing as one
who hnd been instrumental in effect-
ing the exiension of the voting privi-
Yepre herc—as a fact he was never &
very whole-hearted supporter of the
movement lere untii the eleveuth
hour—he painted a mosi: idyllle pie-
fure of the state of peace and happi-
uess that had dawaed on this be-
nighied lund whepn woman got a vote.
He tole his interviewers that in New
Zealand the election baoths had beea
purified of all objrctionable clements
by the presence of women there;
and so forth, HBuat the statement
which tickler this simple colony most
was his assertion that the morgl tone
of the New Zenland Parlivment had
always been high, but uow a man
whose character was in any way taint-
ed had  better suve his time and

money: he stood no chance of getting.

into  Parliament. How goald the
members in Wellington must feel to
e talked about by theie absent Pre-
mier in this way. I almost fancy I
wan hear the purr of self-sutisfaction
pervading the House. Lord, we thank
thee that we are not as other legis-
jators ave! Bur is it true? Do the
wamen oOf the colony institate snch
renreliing enguiry into the character
of eandidaties? Do they separate the
sheep from the goats by a hard and
fast line? Are the present ocen-
pants of the House of NRepresenta-
tives spotlexs Bayards wearing the
white Hower nf a blameless life? Rut
these arr indivions queries better left
alone. We shall, however, kecp Mr.
Seddon’s werds in mind when a few
weeks hence the eandidates begin to
announce themselves thick and fast,
and T trust that the ladies will not
forget the high furnction of public
censar with .which he credits them
ond bestow  their favours as  their
own high moral standard dictates,
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Tha Extraction of Gold. .

At the meeling last weel of the
Aveklanmd commitree of the Veterans'
Home it was shewn that the sum
collocted toward the proposed insti-
tution wus not sp large as had been
expureted, and it was suggested that
a [urther effort to raise funds should
e made throngh an entertainment
of gome kind. The entertninment is
genermlly the first, nnd invariably
the liust resource when money has
to e got for some object, and the
fact that it is so popular is the hest
evidence of its efficiency. Tiot easy
as it may be to extract wmoncy from
folks nnder cover of omusing them,
or givieg themn something in return
for their ghillings, as eompared with
askivg them to stend and delive et
the point of o subseription list, there
conwd  a  poi when so mmany
bave verarted to the same means that
it een~ts to bLe profitable.  Thia
pnint woull seem to have been reach-
ed in Auckland at present, for when
it wan suprested thet a bazaar might
be held o vaise funds for the sete-
Tans n proiest was raised on behald
al the YVicloria 8hoal for Maor] Girlas,
the fricwds of which have nlrendy
nunexedl the bazasr en. Next a
florat feie was propased for the vete-
ruls' benelit, bud a representotive of

the Lediey’ Benevolent Bociety took
exception to that scheme, it having
been wlready appropriated by tha
society. Lnutly, the veterons’ friends
fell burk on Lhe volunteers. They
can generally be counted on to give
s display for the beneflt of any de-
serving vbject, but on this occasion
they belied their reputation for gene-
rosity. 1t seems that the volunteers
are nlso in & bal way for money, nund
have decided that any exhibition they
give must be to replenish their own
exchequer. All this should be a whrn-
ing to the promoters of any new
scheme, charitable, patriotie, or what-
ever it ia. The entertainment device
is for the present at least over-dome.
There is in active preporation three
powerful azsaulis on the public purse
which are likely te try it severely,
wetss they the only ussaults.  Iut
besides these, the pockets of the com=
munity are bring assailed by lesser
combinations, lerdl in most cases by
the Church, You con scarcely go in-
to any household, city or subur-
ban, just now without encoun-
tering evidences of the state of sicge
in which they are continually living.
The Church in this respect is especi-
nlly wily. She asks fur no woney of
the members of the floclk, Beyond
his customary contribulions on Sun-
day, pater may be conscions of no
other clerical call on his purse, and
mater may not even Le troubled by
that, Ttut none the less, unknown to
the one, and unappreciated by the
other, the Church is getting her por.
tion sure. In a guodl many house-
holds I know of one finds a counter-
part af the “Song of the Shirt” drama
in what you might call the song of
the bazaar. Stiteh, stiteh, stitch, at
pin cushion, d’'oyley, or sachet; tha
©yes grow weary, and the fingers
ache. to make expensive things which
ne one wants, but which will Ire =oid

to some unwilling buyer for twice.

their value. Fortunute it is that no
one about to ussist in a bazaar sits
diwn, like the builder in the parnble,
and convts the cost, fer then ihere
would be no barzaars. ‘[t has lheen
reckoned out, however—the price of
materials, *“swhich of conrse doesn’t
count.” and of tabour, “‘which of
course doesn’t count,” ond of time,
“which nlso is not to be included,”
added to the price extracted from
the puaternnl and fraternal pocketa,
when the results of the wasted time
and money are put up far =ale; and
ihe conclurion is that as between the
bazaar and the straightforward sub-
seription, the latter is by far the
most economical. But then it would
nat be hali so successful.

‘sins of the gay city
wisit

The Shah’s Millioas,

The peoplen of the West, great as
they are at money-making, have
sceiningly never mastered the art of
&pending it. I Ruppose that the two
faculties weldom go hand in bhand,
aud that the man who accumulates

‘millions is net equally able to spend

them. For if they were more oftem
assuciated fewer men would die mil-
lionaires. To know how to spend
lavishly and profusely one must go to
the Oriental and toke  lessous, or
learn of him when as in the case of
the Bhuh he comes among us. A
cablegram the other day aanounced
that His Imperial Highness and auite
had spent & 200,000 dnring thelr riay
in Fatris, and an eavlier message in-
formed us ot same equally large ex-
pendituvre by the Fersinn Monarch
in Enpland. Now, I'aris iz no doubt
the shopper's paradise, but the dis-
bursenient of nearly quarter of a
million pounds sterling in the maga-
uring o flying
is an achievement that fairly
staggers the ordinary Western mind.
Not a lifeleng training would gualify
most people for such prodigality; it
must be inherited, and not mevely
from une gensration back but from
o long series of generations. The

‘multi-millionaire Chivago pork but-

cher's wife could never get through
such a sum; his daunghter or son
cowld not do it without making fools
of themselves, But the Shah in the
most natural and decent way parta
with his quarter nf a million and
never turns s hair. It hns been sug-
gested that he has saved up for this
trip, and that the palace menage at
Teheran suflered, and will suffer for
the sake of all the present magnifi-
cence. Yet the Shal, you would say,
spends too regally to have saved up
for the o lou. T+ must be his
reihinks, to disbursa
by the thou A{ where others epend
Ly the ten. Still. even a despot with
only six million subjects and a’ com-
paratiy barren country, could nev-
er replenish a purse that poured
forth such a stream of gold every
week of the year. Sa one is reluc-
tantly forced to the mean eonclu-
sion that His Majesty’s scale of live
ing when on tour is a trifle more
magnificent than when he is at home.
In the latter place there can . he
much fewer temptations, too. Teh-
eran or Ispahan is uot Paris, and we
can imagine him living in a mndest
way for the Shah, and talking a trip
to Europe by way of on ocensional
spree. His Majesty’s father made
four such trips before he wis shot
in 1896, and more than likely hisson
has inherited this way of taking his
pleasure,
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IDEAL TONIC

f iz ono that restores tons and efficiency to tha
stomach, liver and kidneys impaired
4 waorry, overwork, climatio changes, unhealthy st-
mosphera in factory or office, diseage or mny other
It promotes the thoroogh digestion and assimi. %
lation of food, which are the foundation of geod health.
Such & tonic 13 Mother Beigel's Corative Syrup.
Avrx. Cocuasxe, Eva Et, Toorangas, Victoria, io s letier
describicg bow ho had for fiva years suffcred from acute
indigestion and been completely ocured by Muothor
Curative Syrup, says: “Though it is eightoen months since I
touk the laet dosa I feel Letler and mtronger than evoer I did in
Such is the power of Mother Seigel’s Curative

MADE FROM ROCOTS AND HERBS.
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