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‘A policemsn called at the sports
ground of a leading school and in-
uired for one of the teachers. Being

formed that tha object of his quest
was not present he volunteered the
Informaatfon, "0Oh, it's nothing very
{mportant. He has neglected to have
the baby registered. That is all. I
will call again.” The happy pos-
wessor of the baby waa naturally ral-
lied a good deal about thls.  “It's
the wife, you know,” hs explaiged.
“She won't have the child christened,
&o I suppose I shall have to pay the
fine,” *Oh, I don't know,” suggest-
ed & young unmarried teacher, “could
You not let them take the baby?”

While tha Royal Arthur was at
Buva (writes "Dora” from Bydney)
the moeguitoes played havoe ameong
officers and men, raising great blot-
ches and sweilings on  their faces,
Those who amoked least suffered
anost. Had they known they would
have followed the example pf some
of the Hoyal Arthur's commission
(now in the Charybdis at Newfound-
land), who, to prevent the sama
thing, cover their faces and handa
with a mixture of tar and cil. The
ship'a ecompany, nevertleless, got
some enjoyment out of their trip,
though the raln came down in tor-
rents for four days out of the seven
they wers in port. Various “func-
iions” were held, ineluding the Fijian
Club ball, & citizens' ball to the Ad-
ministrator, prior te his departure
for Levuka, an At Home on the flag-
phip, given by the Admiral. At Go-
vernment House there was a garden
party and a muaical At Home, at
which dances and fire-walking were
performed by the natives. The war
dances were gone through by Samo-
ans and Solomon Islanders, who re-
mained after the C-oroaation testivi-
tiea. The fire-walking™vas perform.
ed by npativea from the island of
Bora {the only unatives who ever
undertake the ceremony). It con-
#ists in making a huge fire of leaves
and then placing stones on it. After
the fire has burnt steadily for two
days the stones attain white heat.
The natives walk on the hot stones,
chanting a dirge, and appearing not
to mind the heat at all, The flag-
ship's officers tried to imitate the
natives in clmbing trees for cocoa-
muts, bt found they could make no
hesdway. The Royal Arthur is very
proud of the spears and other wenp-
ona  decorating | the ward-room,
brought {from Fiji by offivera.

A Wellington resident has reccived
8 letter from a miner who recently
Ieft the West Coast (South Island)
for South Africa, which gives a very
discouraging aceount of things there
from a lahour point of view, savs the
“Poast.” The writer was earning 7/
& day at Durban repairing railway
carriages and trucks, but that wage
was by no means general, the great
majority of unskilled lahonrers in the
railway service receiving 3/ per day,
although goed carpenters and briek-
layers receive 15/ and 20/. The rail-
way men had just been on strike for
better pay, and after being “out” for
eight days, went to work on receiv-
ing o promise of a shilling per day
extra, pending arbitration., At the
date of writing it was nnt possible
for workmen to get to Johanneshurg
munless they produced a letter promis-
ing immediate employment. and sign-
ed by some military offierr.. Things
are much worse at Johanoeshurg
than in Durban, wages being only 5/
per day, while board costs €7 10/ per
month, as against £5 in the Iatter
place. The writer adds that new ar-
rivals are streaming into the country
from all parts of the world, and
there are at least fifty applicants for
any vacancy, no matter what the em-
ployment. “The more references you
bring the better if you want to get
on.” In conclusion New Zealanders
are warned not to tempt fortune in
Bouth Afriea unless they have means.

A late Christchureh High School
boy han (says the “Press”} just eom-
pleted him carcer as medical atudent
at Olasgow Unlversity. Dr. Joha
Quthrie, jun,, eldeat sop of Dr. Guth.
rie, late of this city, was “capped”
M.B.C.M. on July 15th, and received
®sommendation,” thus going through
Ais complets eourse of study with

very satisfactory honours. He has

been appointed Demonstrator of Ana-

tomy to Professor Cleliand, of Giax-
gow LUtiversity, for a year, aud in
cunsequence has hed to postpone
iwo hospital appointments—one at
tha Royal Inflrmary, as reeident phy-
siclan for six months; the other for
the same pericd at the Western In-
firmary, Glasgow, as resident
geon. Dr. Guihrie will therefore be
engaged at the univereity and ho=spi-
tals for the next two years, After
that time he will be free to make a
career for hlmself,

A Ttecent Canadian invention com-
slsts of bricklaying by machinery in-
stead of by bhand. The machine, ac-
cording to a consular report, worked
by two men and a lad, will lay 100 to
8§00 bricks per hour. Deoer and win-
dow.apaces couse only a aslight de-
lay. The machine is suited for all
plain  work, such as walls, sheds,
mills, factories, rows of cottages,
piers of bridges, ete. Considerable
preasure 18 put on the bricks, and it
is claimed that the work is more
firmly done than by hand. The in-
vention will do the work of six or
erven skilled bricklavera, and it ia
Dbelieved that a machine adapted to
build a factory covering about sixty
feet by forty feet could be put on
the market for £100. The apparatus
can be readiiy worked after a fort-
nipht's insiruction.

The Duke and Duchess of Orleans
have returned to London. They left
it some couple of years agyn hecanse
the Duke, baving endorsed & scan-
dalous and disgusting ecartoon of
Queen Victoria done by a Frenchman,
whom, to call an artist, would be to
insult an honourable word, found
himself “sent o Lord Coventry, to
whom no one ever apeaks” amn a wit-
ty pfeuwdo French translation once
put it, The cartoon was done in the
Boer interests, probably paid for by
some of the Boer funds which were
being scattered in Europe for such
purposes. That the Duke's offence,
for whick he subsequently expressed
regret, has been condoned hy the
statement of King Fdward VIIL, that
the daoor has heen reopened to him,
argues well for that British good tem-
per which i3 always able to control
{tself. The Duke’s regret was cansed
most likely rzather by the conse-
guenees to himself of his almost
blackgnardly act than by sincere re-
pentance. Though remembering the
long asylum which he and his family
ohtained in England, he should have
felt some penitenee. The Freoch Go-
vernment, to whom the Duke is” an
enemy, cannet complain of his soeial
restoration in Fngland. The cartoon
which caused his downfall. was ounly
one of a =eries of filthy and insulting
productions against the British, and
Queen Vietoria, with which Paris was
full at the time, and which were per-
mitted by the ¥rench Government.

The reckless cyelist was again in
evidence in Christchureh lnst week,
when the alarm of fire was given, and
that a fatality was not recorded ia
surprising. At the Bank of New Zea-
TIand cormer one engine was fast
avertaking the other, the cyclist in
question riding between them. Hear-
ing the sccond engine ecoming he
drew out. and came so0 close to the
engine that the pole was only a few
inches off his body, and had he mot
been goinpg at o fairly fast rate he
would in all probability bave been
run over, as the driver of the engine
wonld have found it impnssible to
draw up his horses in a short dis-
tance. Cyelists riding to fires are
prone to be samewhat careless, and
should toke warning in time hefara
one of their number meets with seri-
ous injury.

It’s an i1l wind that blows nobody
good, aod the shearers’ strike is re-
garded as quite 8 gndsend by a clors
of bushmen on Sydney side. The
strikers in the wicinity of big runs,
working on the principle that might
is right, carefolly kidnap any hon-
anionists who are likely to spoil the
uninniats’ chances of succesn by go-
ing to work at the pastoralista’ rates,
The kidnapped men are usuaily won
over by arguments, protestation and
appeals, with a certain anggestion of
mischie? at the back of all If moral
suasiom is not muccesaful. The aim la

Eur- .

to win the sympathles of the non-
uniomists, and consequently the al-
leged primoners are royally tremted
in the unjon camps, and are boarded
and lodged gratias. The resuvlt Im
made apparent in a Riverina rahbit in-
spretor's story. I met old Tim the
Whaler, the biggest heat and most
hopeless toafer along the Murray;
he was louking quite decent, and
carrying a shearers kit. 'What' I
baid, ‘you're not come down 1o work,
have you, Tim? ‘Noi sc low as
that' he amid. ‘I am making for
Pentlands. I'm a non-union nhearer.’
‘But the unionists mre in camp there.
They won't let you through” ‘Of
course they won'Ww I'm going up to
be taok prisener. So long.' Half the
sun-downera in the country are now
‘prisoners’ in the unionist campa,”
adds the bushman, “and hevlog &
high old time. They're being kept
from work by foree, but you couldn't
drive 'em to it with a bullock whip.”

No artiste has ever quitted England
under such conditions of enthusinam
and distinction ga those aasaciated
with the farewell to Madame Melba.
A roval saloon was attached to the
apecial train for her use, and the
centre platform was kept clear for
the large and distingulshed party whao
came to bid her farewell, Her car-
riage was massed with o most re-
markable display of flowers snd
fruit, and other parting gifts took
the form of a diamond and turquaise
necklet, a superb &iamond ring,
silver and jewel-set framea, several
diamond-set gold pencils and purses,
and numercus diamond trinkets. Ia
fact the many notable psople who
compose her clrele of private friends
vied with each other in the bestowal
of costly presents. All the great
society personages who have closely
assoriated themselvem with Melba's
career wera elther present at the
Btatlon or represented by deputy.

The tour of the Australians in Eng-
land clo=ed last week. Two bowlers
have obtained more than 100 wick-~
ets, but Jonah has not been given a
chanca lately. Darling and Hill both
tepped the 1000 runa, but the latter
ia not nearly ac far forward as his
friends expeected him to'be, and
Trumper has entirely eclipsed him.

The name of the late Lord Cheyles-
more has lately been much before
the London public. ¥t was anogunc-
ed & few days ago that he had left
hia magnificent collection of mezzo-
tints and engravings to the PBritish
Museum. The first Lord Cheyles-
more had a splendid collection of
pafatings. The second, lately deceas-
ed, was distinguished for his gallery
of engraved portraits. The present
peer is ene of the most eminent of
living nuthorities on war medals.
Puring the past ten years there haa
been an enormous and  sudden in-
crease in the price of mezzotints.

The passession of these
works in becaming quite &
fashion, Some af  the printa

which the late barca purchased for
£80 to £200 are now worth ten times
those amonnts, sepecially the engrar
inge after Reynolds. Besides the in-
tereat attaching to thia bequeat Lord
Cheylesmore's name has alsc appear-
ed in the taw courts. All the parties
interested in the late peer's e:tate
appeared before the Probate Court
thie ‘week to ask that the lawyers
draft of a will mucde by Lord Cheylea-
Topre some yeals agoe should be ae-
cepted for probate. The actual will
was stolen by a train thief named
George Smith, at TWaterloo station,
some years ago, and from that time
t6 his death the late peer was ment-
ally Incapable of making a new will
Emith, the traln thlef, who iz now
serving a term of penal servitude,
appeared aa & witness befora the
Court. He admitted that he had ap-
propriated Lord Cheylesmore's dress-
ing bag, and finding in it & pumber
of papers, including a will, which
wers of no value to him, he had de-
stroyed them. The Court thereupon
pronounced for the acliclior's dradt
of the will.

An interesting coincidence, recall-
Ing a story which was told of the
King some months ago. has just come
to light,

‘The King, then Prince of Wales, it
will be remembered, was one day
leaving Mariborough House on foot,
when he saw opne of the maid-ser-
vanta sbout to be removed in an am-
bulance carriage to a private hospi-
tal to be operated on for an internatl
malady.

The Prince walked over to the am-
bulance and spoke a few cheeriog
words to the girl, assurinog her that
if she would be brave and endeavour
to keep up her spirita she would
800on be back again entirely cured.

It was a “life or demnth” operation,
and the girl afterwards confided to
her friends that nothing could have
glven her greater courage to under-
Fo the ordeal tham ‘““the master’s™
canfident and cheering assurance.

The history of her case fustified
the Prince's optimism, and in dus
course she returned to her work im
the Reyal household.

It hag now transpired that the afl-
ment from which the girl suffered
was appendieitia, and when recently
the King fell ili she was amang the
first to learn that the operation
which His Majesty had to underge
was similar to her own.

The Queen, who had, like the
King, taken the deepesat interest in
the girl’'s case, personally learned
from her the details of her treatment
and recovery,

There can be little doubt that both
His Majesty and the Queen accepted
the inevitable with all the greater
confidence because of this living tes-
tlmony to complete suceess of &
similar operation, and to permanent-
Iy improved health arlsing from it.
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