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winniny  policies  were conceived,
Among those who prophesied tragedy
for the Ucogan's milliona or more
was Fortunatus Greer, Indeed, (ircer
went Btill farther and invidioualy de-
termined to deal the erushing blow,

No one was &0 heartily glud as
Ceogan at Greer's sudden brace lor
the better, Blowly and aurely the lat-
ter resumed his old piace on the
street. 1le affiliated mueh with Coo-
gan. They helped each other uad the
past was forgotten. The nution was
now enjoying a pegiod of unuatloyed
prosperity. Money shrank from the
vaults and the surplus earnings of
smpeculnturs sought permanent invest-
ment. It is in such a period as this
that the mineral bounties of Mother
Larth are ransacked. Certain geld,
gilver, copper, coul, and oil compinics
were making almest ineredibie sums
for their sharelkoliters. The natural
teadency in these flusn times, and the
tendency which resolved ilself into
a fact, was to launch new companies.
Fificen anonths had elapeed since
Neiromath lifted the sinner oui of the
“Academy,” and Greer was now on
the high road w the sumwmer castle,
privale jyackt, and Hambletonian
stage. Ile was also fishting clear of
the YAcademy' and dreaming of varl-
aus ways to encompass the undoing
The mmany interests of
Neiromath netted big proceeds to this
pariicular local agent, but there was
one harrowing drawback. ‘The Hel-
wiun had evidently forgotten the ex-
istence of Coogan and his grievance.

Twa years before Neiromith ever
henrd of young Greer he had pur-
chased at a ridiculously low figure a
half interest in the Catalina Gold Vein
company. Times were hard then, and
the -bluffl manner of the Westerner
who had discoverey the alleged vein
was considerabiy modified by the
“frouts’” of the East. (Hewas tnrned
down repeatedly and harshly before
hg cneountered the Belgion promoter,
ro that he had lost confidence in him-
self, and in the vein wnich he had
once believed held a million for many
and many millions for himself.) Neijro-
math had sent experts to Arizena for
ke purpose of looking up the Cat.'l_-
ling claim, The agents veturned, and
having had in the beginmug ue inner
. =aw only a conunanplacn
promise, They reporied that while
operations on the Catalina  ciaim
would likely prove a paying invest-
queut, there was no sign of an Eldos
rudo in that vieinity. The despai
prospector accepted the Nelgian's fi
offer for a hiaif interest, bowshit a rail-
road ticket for Avizona, and iovesied
the rempinder of hi apital in n
whirl of popping corlis —to regain his
grlf-respect.  He was redlly an exeel-
lent tellow, this Westerner, Mackey,
but the Fast was hard pressed at (he
time and misused him shamefually.

Netromath had dropped the watter
until a reore jwopitious season should
offer. The time was now st Land,
The whole country was “fadding it
in lines of minerulogy. and was will-
ing to puy for knowleige on the sub-
ject. "the Belgian  anecarthed  his
Catalinn shares, put them on the mae-
ket, and seat oul wirea and emissa-
ries to find Mackey, but the Weslerner
had breathed once mare the air of
his mountaius and recoveved his wpi-
rit. He was not disposed to be mun-
Landled again.

The instructions which F. Greer re-
epived from Neivomath in regard to
the Catalina ¢lsim filled bl with de-
light, According to the New York
promotier the claim was an ordinary
affair, snch o one ag “goes bogaing™
in the big mining districts, one that
might pan a coule of cents on the
invested dallar—amd might not, At
all events the Delgian’s bali-interest
must be gold on an flldorada basis.
The nominal eapital of the company
was 2,000,000 dollars—49,000 shares at
a par value ol 50 dellars ench. ...
The first mun Greer songht wns UCon-
gan, who laughingly dipped into i
resoureed 15,600 qollurs worth, anel
in return took erisp eertificntes repro-

kunowledge

“hard-pan' rate of 30 dollars pee. Al
at this juncture Coognn complivated

»

matters by going on a two weeks
fishing  trip, estensibly  with  This
younger heotlher, Jerry Congan, a
mining engineer, capahle of {nking
care of himsclf every inch of the road,

In spite of the temporary draw-
back, Fortunatus was in clover and

_Joyfully commented upon the xaftness

of  mankind, Coogau's especlully.
Wilh the exception of a few small lots
of Catalina, he made litlle effort to
sell during Coogan’s aluepce, being
hampercd by a passion to heap s
mountain chain of dirt upen the brond
shotulders of the mun he envied.
Afler whinging various silvan stre
nngl npoels for trout an:d grn_y]il .
Caogan dropped back into town one
night, tanoed and tough and hanppy.
Certain wires in cypher had reached
him from the Cataling country during
bhis nbeenee and the information fin-
gied,  [Ile raped over a Lnshel of
accumulated correspondente, and
fuund letters from the South-west,

The {folluwlag morning
Lought 2500 more sh
at a little harder
share—aud  thereby  amared  his
friends and administered a henvenly
applicativi ta lhe burning awbition
of Forfunatus, wiho now vfhwuasht that
he had kis antagunist “going” Cata-
lina might noet put Coogan whaoily
out, 17 uafus reasoned, bul it
woulill nrake h 50 groggy that the
finkshing touches might be easily ndd-
el Did tireer buy any vetialing for
Rimself? Does a poot selier, Lhead and
shoulders in ihe inner ring, where
Tares are run Lofore 1he horses leave
their stables, back one of the “out-
sftlers” of a fived event? Not if he's
¥ualivnal. Fortunatus was uo longer
rooming at the “Academy.™”

Congan
s of Catulina
pan—327.20  per

In the week whick follawed, Coo-
gan dentited his stock of Cataling s
began to understand many things. In
New Vork Neiromath was  battling
with dJonbls.  With the exception of
farece, his agents had found Cataling
n hard proposition.  Greer had sold
over G shaves, or a one-eighth in-
terest in the ¢kjm, rractically to ane
man, Cuegan,  Nefromuth koew  that
unl=ss soime frightful alleration hed
talien place in the mind of Cocgan,
e Pl ¢ partper was  not
mad. Therefore, what @4l Coopan
kaow? As for tireer, ha was ¢ -
ported by the suceess of the delicate
nd asterful maching he had invent-
er, angd Lewildered by bis commissions
in Caiating,

Absut this time Coogin  reeeivid
the fullowing telegram  in vipher
from hi= hrother Jerry in Arizona:

L]

“Mackey s fixed and  will keep
sti 1 Ue conzenia 1o travel East
with me, nnd is jtehing to erample
the New Yorker., We start for you
fo-pigit. Coiher in all the Cataiiua
you ocan get. s o world-hegter—
Jderry”

Young Coagnn hiad found $he Cuta-
lina claiol an:l coneluded after cave
ful examinztion that it was ordinary
property. §le was interesied, hu“;-
€y in the intricate structure of ihe
Catalina foot-hills, and lingered for
w vonuple of daysin the vieinity of the
claim. Tate in the afternoon of the
seeond Jerry was  erdered  tn
dauble quick out of the hills and to
kvep on going uniil he struck the
prairie —a! this by o fierce] black
heardedl siranger with a pack on his
Lack and a gun at his hip. Now,
young Coogan obeyed orders only
plrased him or came f#r
e, Accordingly he par-
aiul in parlering charmed out
of his knapsavk a quarter hottle of
Kendvely  peaceimaker. Hatb e

known  Mackey—for  {he siraunger
wirs Mackey —for a thousand
years ke coull not have parleyed

more effectively. the hills Leing hot
aml dry. Mackey proved to posspess
1wo  passions—haie  for  ithe Rast,
especiilly New York, and love for
the ataliva Gald Vein, the irend of
swwhich only e knew.

“heee T owned the best golil ¢lnim
in Arizean,” Mackey refleefad, bittee-
Ty, “and [ got stranded in New York
widl PFad o well half of it for o sa
—big Duteh devil named Marrowfat,
or snmel like that, pot it, and
now he won't operate. If the Culn-
Lna Claim isn't scvateled for twenty
Fears mure Tl never sell another
whare of my half™

“Yon mean a man nated Neiro-
mnth?™ Jerry whispered, huskily,

Muackey referred ta certain papers
in his pocket, breathed fusl, and

e knew

reached for the botite. ““That'a the
scoundrel,” he muttered:

“My Dbrother, John Coogan, of
Rlain, Coogan and Co.” eaid Jerry,
*recently buught five hundred shares

of Cutalina at  thirty dollars per
whare. lle rent me out here to lovk
it up. 1f you can show me a gool-

sized pay streak I'Il wire him ts buy
all he can get, and he'll do it. More-
over, he’ll begin business right off,
and he'il treat you whitel™
It required three days for Jerry
tn influcncee Mackeythnt he wasnotan
agrnt frem “Marrowfat™; three dars
muore to get at the secret of the Cata-
lina golden heart, which wnas the
seertet of Mackey's dreams; and thrce
doyz: more to obtnin Mackey's con-
Rent to travel st for the purposa
of nceting Congan. [t also required
many times three times three bottles
of Peacemaker  but Jerry had the
sfuff of his Big brother in him, and
he stuck to the task and won onut.
Ty the time the pair from the West
reached the haunts of the Elder Coo-
gan, one-fouth of {atalina, or ten
thousand shares, was in the hands
of Greer's “puerile-minded” enemy.
Now czme a lull. Neiromath had
sold altegether sixiern thousand of
his twenty thousand shares. The re-
maining four thousand he raised to
A
par value, or fifty dollars per shave.
ren Coogan refused to touch Cata-
lina at that price, preferring to wait,
three moenths passed. The strect re-
markerd npon Congan’s lack of Inter-
est in loen! affairs. Greer thought
the reason-—-Leeause his
enemy harl 300,000 Jdollara tied up In
worthless paper and was lyving low—
a good reason indeed for Coogan’s
spathy. Thesa were the happiest
dayy in the life of Fortnuatus Greer.
He had rained mighty blows upon the
nerve aund upon the vitality of Tis
enemy, .
Coogan mow gaw the dduplicity of
Greer. The latter had represented
that Neiromath owned the wholae
Catalina clzim. thus covering  ths
fact thiat he hagd not invested 5 cent,
jp the properiy he sold to Coogan as
a grand investment. The coming of
Mackey and his ownership of hall
ilie elaim accounied for every share.
(reer would have bought had he be-
lieved that there was virtue in Cale-
lina. 'Fbhe only inference remaining
was that Greer had sold his Catalina,
misrepresenting the faects and wilh
malicions intent. Suell a condition
of affairs was forced npon Coogan.
Tle was hurt anrdl  angry, anild, above
all, disappoinicd io Greer.
Neiromath refazed to
par hiz remaining  foue thonsand.
The delay in  operations. howoever,
played havee with the small sioek
holders, and many were eager to sell
at a lass. To this portion Coopan
stated facls, and if after that they

sell helow

etill Jdesired to sell he waos accommo-
dating. Muackey, under the auspires
of Dlain, Ceogan and Co., was having
a granwd festival, which modified
somewhat his prejodices against the
East. He declared himael! ready to
wait o year if the hated Neivemath
might be frozen out, and though
Coogan  delayed  operaiions  six
muonths the Uelgian had  his four
thousand shares at par.  He  hwl
made half & miilioa vat of Catalina,
and was willing to run chanees on
futnre dividends, These alividends
were based upen the sanity of Cen-
gan, & chance which hig apent, (reer,
woulit not lake into the reckoning.

And ro it was that the Catalina
Gold Vein Company became a fact
and & factor in the mining world,
What happened to the clnim is public
knowledge, anm?  needs  ne further
comment, cxeept  that it TulAled
Maekey™s prophe and js the rich-
est gold mine in izpnn to-day.

When the aneeess of the Uatalina
became assured a peeuliar t i hap-
rensd at he “Acwlemy ITECT WHR
i!nerr_. although his eraving for rest
hoad not yer reached the wormwoosd
gtrata. Neiromatl, in town on his
quarterly Western trip, had just en-
tered. e rested his big band on
Greer's shoulder, saying, gently:

“*Come, come, Jdis vill not do. Dis
cabitalist. Meester Conran, e outvit
us boile. You are not to blame. auy
hwy. ¥Ye lose nodding, Ve vill try
him again. Ese how mich better
you are den-vhen T first et you
here—""

The poonderous form of Coogan
darkencd the doorway. Neirpmatl
sped forwarvd toward the humorous
millionaire, with hands outstreteled,

.
Meester Congan! T econwe all
de vay from New York to congrat
mit yen. Yon outvit e comblete
on Catalinz, und T eechoise mit yvon,
believe me. 1 bredicl a great fulure
for you, Merster Cooxan--not here,
mind you-—hui in de beeg city, New
York™

The wortlix brother of Je anil
the worthy compatriot of the gold
nate, N yo gripped the ex-

tended hands 1 Aushed happily.
Greer thmmsped upnn the table,
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