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Griswall-street was sufticienily
troubled with matters of its  own
without wrnryine over the apparent
degenvraticn  of Fortunatus Gireer.
This young nan was neither the first
nor the last promoter whose ruin
proved that the keystone of his na-
ture was of chalk formation. Amony
the men whe have passed the foot-
hills of suceess there are those whose
efticiency is the final fruit of failure
and disconragement. Continuaus
bawmerlng has teinforeed their phy-
sical emdnranes and lengthened the
reach of their mental fibre.  Their
progress is growth. A contrary clas:
&eem to find a pay streak on a sunny
morning. With no apparent effort
they keep pace for awhile with the
tm}mg ]rmlmg ones.  Finally the
rich lode is dissipated in the thin air
of n precipice, night seitles down,
and the lack of training telis. The
progress of the gecond class is a rise,
and the differerce between “rize’” and
“growsth” is the difference between
chalk and steel.

Young Greer. endowed in the he-
ginning with vsual skill in the inani.
pulation wf finances, ‘had risen_ phe-
nomenally  and without bumps. At
the nge of 23 he found himself ready
to cope with the o!der heads of the
street, the dojlar-wise and the many

batiled financiers. wlhom experience
had zioe-lined. Tha econsequences
have lweecn chronicled. The memar-

able ixgue of Wade Consolidated Pe-
treleunm, steered by the master pro-
mater, Hugo Neiromath, of XNew
York. wrecled Greer as well as many
better men.  Instead of struggling
to hix veet Greer refused to tolerate
himselt, severing all econpections by
means of absinthe at the “Academy.”

Twa verks after the petroleum
wreck (oogan, the active member of
the dirm of Blain and Coogan, siock
hrolcers, dropped into the “Academy.
Greer was there. his ethows resting
upon the dark red pelished table, his
unshuven ¢hin embedded in a pair of
unsteady hands, Lis wnnatnral eves
staringr lixedly at the empty glass be-
fore bhim.

“Viil T be bermitted to inkvire dot
Foung man’s name?” a calossal stran-
cer, standing next to Comrean, asked.
He jerked his hand toward the de-
filed Fortunatus.

“A clever little fool who ean’t stand
punishment,”  Coogan replied. “He
loxt all he had in the Wade Consoli-
dntedd parachute, and he hasn't the
nerve to tackle the up-grade agmin.
T vsed to co-operate with him some-

wintt because 1T Plked hic keen woy. T
« of the

sitw him here the wmarn
wreck, ohliterated, T put
hitn into a ish bath, saw him

ht, staked hiw, and thought T had
him on his feet. hut he fell down the
minute I leftf. You see. T let him
have some of the Wade poisen a duy
or so before the leak was sprung.
{Wade was big gam- at the thme. and
1 meant well enongh), so I wanted
1o see him out of the dark. He won't
even grope, and the green devil seemns
to have got him, Tm sorry hecanse
he has a heasl. . . Look at him
now!”

tireer had aronsed himself and was
thumping upon the table. The
two talked together at length. From
Coogan's point of view the stranger
wus interesting. doubly so after ihe
introduction. Coogan knew Hugo
Neiromath to ‘be  a manipulating
menius of New York. but he did not
know that Neiromath was the wizard
who changed Wade Consolidated froan
drraster Into victory at the expense

of # Eundred puppets, Greer, Blain
and Cozgan includ xl,

After tunching with the Belgian
Caoogan returned to his office. won-

why he had so hastily refused
Neiromath’s local agent, in the
place of “Qld Tartaric” Brett. who
was alout to retire. Coogan did not
have the rernete<t idea that he had
angered the New Yorker by his re-
fusal, but such was the case. Left to
niiuself, Neiromath directed his at-

tention to the man at the table. F.
Greer bad neither lunched nor break-
tusted for many weary days. ile
reid savagely at the elephantine
wha sat down before him.

“In New York ve haf heard uff yau
many times, heard off you ax von ufl
de most hromising young men uff de
Ve began the smooth Belgian,
*hrusting his eard into the other’s
twitehing hand.

Lreer’s head swayed over the hit
of pesteboard. A second  later he
lurched to his feet. “You are the
Dutehman that *0ld Tartaric’® made
thousands out. of?” he guestioned in
an ntrnse whisper.

“In de ¢iry here, Meester Dreef vas
mine agent until mow,” XNciromath
answered.  “My name, by the vay, is
bronoune’ Narrowmat., I am a Bel-
ginun, not vot you call ‘Dutchman.” ™

“Was it for you that he unloaded
Wade Consolidated to ruin us all?”

“Meecter Hreet had mine orders. Ve
cambel na von tn hoyv. Ve merely

vich i the firss
You sre A voor man
to-day; I am von mellionaire: to-mor-
row you are rich und I amn your
oftice bny. Is it not s0—von brau-
tiful seestem ro ve get not too fat?”
Neiromath  laughed, rovolving 300
ponnds in the effort.

Greer sank into hig  chair and,
thumping on the table, ordered ab-
=inthe,

“Drink Rhine vine mit me or, better
drink not at all for a vhile,” quietly
ordered the Belgrian., Mysteriously
encugh, F. tireer banked the furious
firex within him, and ¢ooled h's
throat with a light wine. Though it
involved the pangs of dissolution, the
rebuilding of tissue began ihat mo-
ment. What Coogan, out of the
gowminess of his hear{, had tried for
days and failed to do, Neiromath ae-
complished in a moment. Having
benten back the wormwood, the
master promoter resumed:

“Meester Rreet is il1 of health and
vill retire. You vill take hees blace as
mine agent here. Before broceeding
further vest, T vill folly exblain de
bassibilities of your bosition, By de
vay, are you devoted to de rising
voung cabitatist in your midst—von
Coogan " ' :

Try to save oursebves,
Iaw uff nature.

“T hate him.” muitered Greer. “The
Tnek of the gods stays with him, so
that he cannot lose. It was Coogan
wha shifted his load of Wade Con-

" solidated. wr o big portion of it, upon
my shpoulders at the last moment.’

This svasz rank injnstice and a de-
plorable weakness on the part of F.

rireer, who did not remember that he
Aad beprred Coogan for more and more
Wade chares while the latter were
~varing, wha refused to remember
Lhow Coogan had stood by him In n
hnndren substantial ways when Greer
wus a ¢allow youth from college, and
when he was a bruised and profitleas
wreck after the fall Bagest of
metals iz ingratitude, Neiromath
also had his grievance agninst Coogan,
an inconsiderable aone, to be sure, but
& grievance, He made answer socoth-
ingly: R

"l ¥ill remember de sentiment.
Meanwhile be bolite und helbful to
Meester Coogan. Our time vill come;
I cay, our time vill comel!™

A general mistake was made by
men in touch with Coogan. With one
or two exceptions, financiers belisved
thaz the fortnne of the humorous mil-
lionaire was the result of luck rather
than talent. A lordly generosity,
features that defied the wheel-marks
of passing yeans, hair that would
not turn grey, a body that would not
sweat blood in a disastrons momeat,
a mind that was broad enough 1o
vcover innumerable side issues apart
from the primary task of fortune-
building — all these characteristics
were deemed incompatible with deep-
rooted talenf, and the street’s esti-
mate of Coogan suffered. The world
never saw Cpogan when his sleeves
were rolled up and his athletic intel
ligence was battling with a heavy-
weight problem. but there were such
moments in his life—moments when
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