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A cablegram last week annuiacesl
4hat there had been uearly forty Al-
pine fatalities in Europe this season,
which appears to have been a singu-
larly disastrous one. Yet, notwith-
etanding the danger attached to
mountaineering, there is no sport in
this worid so enchanting as mowun-
tain ¢limbing in the high Alps. It is
like ‘being in love, and one is always
falling into diffieulties amd getting
out of them, but all the time thor-
oughiy enjoying onesell. When once
the fever for climbing seizes a man
he is a lost soul to anything but the
mountaing,

I remember last year coming
across an Irishman in the Cafe du
Nord at Geucva, who, with Alpine
stocik in hand, walked across to the
table where I was sitting, and in a
Llithesome sort of way accosted me
with the remark:

“I say, can you tel! me where the
nearest pawnshop is to be tound?”

“Certainly,” 1 said, having had at
times & passing Knowledge of such
places. “Ceme along and I will show
you.”

Away we went, an<d he confided to
me he was d1emporarily hard up, as
“I spent all wy ready eush in getting
up Lhe Wetterhorn, and I want an-
other £20 to get me up the Mont
Blane.”

Five days later [ saw in the Swiss
p2pers that my genial Irish acquaint-
anve had made a successful ascent of
the white giant of the Savoy Alps.

Before making the ascent of a
mouniain it is wise 10 run through
one’s Lit, and see that everything is
in good order. Warm but not too
heavy clothing be worn, a
Norfoik suit, with a flannel cricket
shirt and a heavy woollen
being the ideal garments for the Af-
pinist. His boots, which are uan ali-
important factor for success, must be
heavy, strong, and well-nailed with a
specizl kind of hob-nail, procurable
at any bootwaker's in Switzerland.
The thickness of the soles must be at
least §in., and the boots cught to bhe
new, but well tried comparpions of
many a trudge up the mountain side.
A slouch hat, a pair of Dblue spee-
tacles, gloves, rope and an ice axe
complete the outfit. A mackintosh is
& useless eacumbrance. So much for
the mere man, now for the ladies.

‘The Alps have mo Mrs Grundy to
eriticise the lady climbers. henve con-
rentional aress eun be discarded witi-
wut fear, for to essay a climb in or-
dinary feminine attire is not only a
species of mmadness. but also remdlers
the wearer o nuisance to the male
menybers of the patry, who, in niue
cases out of ten, have to give up rhe
ascent and help to carry a half-faiot-
ing, semishysterieal woman down ghe
monntain slope.

should

swedter,

‘The praper costume for a wowman is
8 short skirt of knee-length, caver-
ing kaitker-bockers of a heavy mate-
rial. Gaiters well up to the knee. and
boots with o sole at leas: half an
inch in thickness, 8 warm blause, cov-
ered with & faicrly heavy :coat, gloves,
ice axe, rope, anid a tam o'shanter hat
caompleté tne costume. lefore at-
tempting 8 big elimb, a local doctor
ought to be visited, and if he vetoes
the excorsion, then under no circum-
stancey ought it to be attempted.

On well troddenpaths like those of
the Rigi, Pilatus, Faulhoro, or the
Gemmi, the services of guides are un-
mecessary in good weather, but for
expeditions in the higher mountains.
where glaciers are  encountered,
guides are annbsolute necessity, There
is no more houest elass of men in
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this world than the certificated Swiss
guide. Fach man is a climber of well
tried experience. whe hbhas mide &
specinlty of a particolar mountain,
and kuows its peculiarities of weather,
its many wandering, winding paths,
its hidden crevasses, and other dan-
ger spots, like a London street Arab
knows the Strand.

When engaging guides, it is well to
put the matter entirely in the hands
ot your hotel proprietor, who, for his
own sake, does not wish his moun-
tain to get the reputation of heing
a dear one, and consequently will ar-
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runge fair and just terms with the
necessary guides and porters. The
charges, however, fur guides and por-
are mominnlly fixed by the
guides” tariff, issued by the Central
Cemmiittre of the Swiss Alpine Club.
In an engagement lasting for several
days, the terms are fixed by mutual
consent, but for ordinary elanbs they
range from Bfr to I2fr per day for
the guide and 6fr to Sfr for the por-
ter, The guide is bonnd to carry 15lb
of lugwrage In additivn to the neces-
54Ty rope; the porter carries 331b. In
tears of specing difficulty the guide
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entitled 1o refuze 1o carey any bag-
vre, but ke must give his eplover
due notice eforehund o this wfecr.

When asvending a mmonntain for the
first hour or s it is all leg work yna
no ditnger, but when the snow line is
reached  the fun bepine, und 1he
mbers are roped together, The tour-

being invariably placed iu the
Frequently, when coming
across & bad piece of mountain side,
steps have to be cut in the ice-bound
slopes, and slowly the ascent #oes on,
Eutnetimes the path is scarce 211 in
breadth, and at one’s feet yawns a
hl_m_'_vry precipice, awaiting an unwary
climber, Then perhaps the road S1Ops
dead, ami 1 ehasm has to be erossed,
1 hiis first ncromplished by the fore-
most guide. who literally jumps it;
then the tourist either Jumpes or ia
Swullg across the danger spot, the
guide at the end of 11e rope jumping
the. chasm afterwards. And so the
dangerous elimb goss on over gla-
viecy, which ave #lways dangerous, as
trevasses covered by the snow' are
2Tien encountered, up nearly pe -pen-
dicular sides of the mwountain, +ad xo
<n. Lattling against dangers unril the
sumnmit i reached. where in most
cases an Alpine cabin o < the
weary traveller.  Here the night i3
spend, a9 the Alpine Club fits u-p euxch
cabin with rough beds and mattres-

ist
miinkdle.

ses. On the morrow the descent js
made, and the hite! rewained,

Guides aecasionally have
with their tourists. and
from

1o be firm
! X sounetimes,
suime inconceivable reason. ag
amatenr climber gets mountuin funk
5131d refuses to go on any further.
'hen the chief puide asserts his aun-
thority, and as ! once saw tn 1he Ter-
nese {Jberland, literally bullied his
tourist mto doing what he wirs 1old,
Germnn-Swiss #nides, when they et
nnpleasant, uncanny crraiurea,
a8 their language, which is a Cross
etween German, b Tanwwiee aud o
v!m;:'h. i= hard enomgrh at 1he best ot
Times to understand, bt when the
speaker is exeited, and waves an ice-
axe in b hand, then the best thing
fode s 10 how (0 the inevitable. and
express sorrow for having aronsed
the ire ot this stalwart of the Alps.
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U have often been asked what is she
charm of mulinlainm'riug, and what
recompense doues it give for all the

danger encountered und ali the ta-
Tigrne  exndured. My g

years of climbing, s that
small anountain is 1he maxinsim of

labour for the minhmum of pleasure;
but the asvent of o xpow peak
thing 1o be  remembored for u
time, The  slorious
quictidle of 1he snow
the endliss s
less yawning ¢
devit-may-care feeling  of
flangers il

seenery,

the
rapped monnts,
s of wlieiers, the piti-
Sims, the exhilirating
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congquering 1 hen,

4
the
knowledge that you are doing some-

thing out of the common, wnd  1he
fuct that o faise step or o careless
aoetion way mean o fall of o 1 housand
teet, all combine 1o make Alhine-
climbing a pussion once indulged in
never alerwarnds forsaken.

313 accilents will
even when dveompienied by o
rope misy sknap, or oo rock e way
from the garent body, or. perelanes,
an asvalunche may fall.

sritimate aceidents, which v
take nany party: but 1he on
of caxnalties i the resnll of o
lessness on the part of  onb v
vlimbers, who, wnosccompanied by
iitles, and  witheut proper ontfits,
1y 1o nevomplish feats which, even
with uides, would be  dangerons.
Then, awiin, there is the  curious
erunk. who alwnys wants  to look
vy this vre to see o dec)y
it is, ' ar des s “just ta o down
the slopes 1o get a bit of eidelweisy
ax L Eouvenir' He usually meeta
with an aeecident as o recompense for
hix curiosity.

One day 1 wax up the Seleve. a per-
feetly casy ncunilain, nod guite safe,
with  a party of  Germans, one of
whom wos very inguisitive. . We were
withoeut puides, nnd, nx 1 knew the
wonmtpin, | owas in ehief command.
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