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S0UTH AFRICA.

Many burghers in the Orange River
Coluny refuse to leave the concentra-
tion camps, as they fear the herdships
they may have to encounier in build-
ing up thelr farma. In order to com-
pel thelr return the Government ars
reducing the scais of rations in the
concentration camps.

The Boera without land in the
Orange River Colony and the Trans-
vaal ara a sonrce of serioua difficulty
to the Government,

Y.ord Milner has announced that no
discrimination as regmrds naturalisa-
tion {s intended to be exercised
arainet Russiap or other Jewish im-
migrante to South Africa.

The rupture of the Frogressivista
1a complete, Bir Gordon Sprigg refus-
ing any concessions regarding the co-
lonia) commission on martial law or
the SBedition Bill, and declining to ac-
quiesce in an early dissolution.

The Capetown Council has passed
the Indemnity Bills.

Mr Merriman, in a violent epeech,
moved a resolution dencuncing the
movement for the suspension of the
Constitution ad applauding Sir Gor-
don Sprigg. He characterised Lord
Milner's letter to the Gavernor of the
Cape s a “blazing indiscretion.” e
eondemned what he called the “damn-
able doctrine” that the Imperial Par-
liament was able to suspend the Con-
stitntion. Onty force of arms would
gecure such suspension. He charged
Lord Milner with eonspiring to de-
stroy the liberties of the Cape.

Dr. Smartt, in reply, soid the Pro-
gressives would loyally abide by Mr
Chamberlain’s deeision, and censured
the malignant attack on Lotrd Milner.

The Chief Justice of Cape Coleny
declares the Imperial Commission on
mmartial law amply sufficient to con-
duct the inquiry.

It Is officially stated at Johunnes-
burg thot three millions sterling has
been allotted as compensation charg-
ed to the Imperial Exchequer, also
two millions for compensation to
British subjects, natives, and foreiga-
ers who maintalned neutrality. These
are indepsndent of the. Military
Board's payments.

Rurghers are contentedly re-set-
tling, their chief anxiety being to re-
build their homesteads. Materiat and
iransports are kcarce, and there is
great need of breeding stock. The
burghers are oot Interested in poll-
tics.

IMPERIAL FEDNDERATION.

At the Montreal banquet Sir E. Bar-
ton said the receat Conference of
Pramders in Londoen expressly affirm-
ed the principle of trade preference.
The autonomous colonies will do
their best to give substantinl prefer-
ence to British products, trusting the
United Kingdom as far as poesible to
geize auch opportunities as may
arise to give 8 return. No member
of the conference tried to lay down
& hard and fast rule or to demand an
eve for an eye.

Sir John Forrest said Cauada and
Australin were bound to vastly in-
crease in population. and would de-
mand a vaice in ihe pnliey af the em-
pire bhevond the sea. Tf they were
unwilling to contribute towards Im
perial defence they would he unable
to n=k or have a say. So far as Aus-
tralia was concerned he would not be
afraid to speak out,

T.ord Minto said surely i  the
Motherlund was pledged to suppart
her Aependencies to the last man, she
mipht fairly claim some eare for -the
efficiensy of their military organisa-
tion. That could best be ohtainced by
a wtrict recognition of the colonial
forces ne territorinl armics for the
detfence of their own possessions. and
garrisoning the parts of the Empirae
40 which they belonged, but they
Fhould be garrizons upon whase com-
manders, organisation and efficieney
the Imperial Government might jus-
tifinhly rely in time of wnr.

Lord Minto's declaration I8 consid-
ered likely to pravoke n crisis with
8ir W. Laurier, followed by a general
election, arraying the French-Cana-
dinns against the English provinces.

It ia reported that Mr. Chamber-
lain’a flrat demands for Tmperial de-
fence would have involved a Canadian
contributlon of 2,000,000 dollars an-
nually, wlth an equivalent sum from
Auntralis.

MR. BEDDONS FAREWELL.

Mr Seddon, In & furewell meisuga
to the mnewspapers, thunked the
Motherland for the hospitality ex-
tended to him, which New Zealand
cunsidered a compliment to itself. Fla
hoped the confidence and goodwill
now e-isting between the Mather-
Iznd and the colonies wounld long con-
tinue, and trusted the recent confer-
ence would lmprove Impecvial trade
relationship= and further eusure the
stability of the Emplre.

Mr Sedden assured a “Daily Ex-
press” interviewer that his most strik-
ing fppression was surprise &t Brit-
ain’s apathy regarding the (anger
threatening her manufacturing su-
premacy. Mo condemns the conser-
vatism of tke manufacturers and
their ume of obsolete machinery. Ha
was convineed America would adopt
New  Zealand's Jabanr legislatlom,
then England would follow suit. He
believed the people in the colonjes
and the Motlierland were moare Im-

perialistic than those representing
them,
The ¥on., W. P. Reevea (Agent-

General), and Hon. A. .J. Cadman, Sir
John Cockburn {South Australia),
8ir John Kennaway,Colonels Cradock
and Parter, # representative of the
Calanial (Mice and many friends fare-
welled  Mr. Seddon at® Paddington
railway station,

Mr Chamberlain asked Mr Seddon
to convey his best  wishes fo  the
people of New Zealand und said he
would never farget the colony’s ser-
vices in South Afriea. Tils parting
with Mr Seddon was most friendly.

The Mayor welcomed Mr Seddon
at Plymouth, where the Premier was
interviewed and farewelled. In a
speech Mr Beddon stated that he had
eujoyed his visit splendidly. Their
generous hospitality had helped him
tc benr the terrible anxiety caused by
his wife's illness. He did not intend
tc go up country in South Africa.
The Imperial Conference was fairly
satisfactory, though not Imperialistic
enough. Ilepresentatives amd mem-
bers of Parliament exhibited strange
pnervousness amd great objection to
moke progresa with regard to any
guestion. A permanent consultative
colonial council, on the lines of the
Tudian Council, eught to be appoint-
ed. Ye rtrongly urged Mr Chamber-
lain and Rritish statesmen to visit
the colonies. A league qQught to be
formed to direet British immigrants
to the colonies. War ought to be de-
clared against ceombines in order to
avert future disaster. He had strong-
1y pressed for representation of the
colories upon the Commission of In-
quiry into the war. He anticipated
thut the new Geoverner would make
changes in Fijl which would improve
the conditions of the natives. Ife ad-
vised Queensland and the Iacifie Is-
lands to grow cotton. e strougiy
advocatad that the British and eol-
onial newspapers should pass post
free throuhgout the Empire.

Mr Seddon and his wife and daungh-
ter travel as the guests of the New
Zepland SBhipping Company. The
Premier had an =nthusiastic send-olf
at 1he doeks, a great crowd being
present.

VOLCANIC ACTIVITY.

A TReuter message states that the
eruption of Soufriere voleano, on the
island of 8t, Vincent {((Wesi Indies),
was accompanied bY darkocss and
loud and rapid detonations, with a
eontinuous terrible roar awd incessant
furked lightning, balls of fire burst-
ing in meteor-like shosers. A lLeavy
fall of saud destroyed a number of
arrowroot plantations. There were
no fatalitics.

The greater part of the Sonfrierc
valeane, in St. Vineent, has  been
blown away by the continued erup-
tiens, nnd the contour of Lthe coust
aliered.

Itabucca Niver i=s a stream of fire
a quirier of o mile wile.

The French Adwiral in the West
Tudies has notificd the dizappearanee
of the island of Bermyu, in the Gulf
of Mexice (nuo doubt causcd by 1he
recent preat sub-marine and voleanie
disturhances in the region}.

$trgmboll, In the Mediterranesn, is
jn a siote of high netivity, besides
Mount Yesuving, which wns siated
a diy or two ago to be threatening
eruption. Kilaues, the great volcane

&

in the Hawaiian Islands (the largest
active volcano in the world), is in
active eruption, as also are two vol-
canoee in Alaska,

THE UNREST IN IRELAND,

The editor end publisher of the
“Trieh People™ hare been summouned
under the Crimes Act on a charge of
jotimidation.

The staff of “The Irish Penpls™
were summioned under thn Crimes
Act for Intlmidating tenants who
hove tuken evicted farms.

Midnight outrages hare been prers
petrated on the De Freyme estats,
Koscoumon.

A number of moonlighters burnt »
hayrick, and complefely wrecked the
conservatory of & manslon purchascd
by the Congested Diatricts Board.

THE SHEARERS™ STRIKE.

The Australian Workers’' Union hns
declared the shearers® strike off, and
the members have been Instructed to
accept the Pasterallst Uniou's agree-
ment, Want of funds and legal pro-
ceedings are given as the reason for
terminating the strike.

THE MOUNT EKEMBLA DISASTER,

Another vietim of the Mount Kem-
Tla disaster is dead, making 95. Two
others ure stil! in & precarious slute.

Mr Ritchie, "the miners’ secretary,
at Mt. Kembla, says he i3 satisfied
that the disaster was caused by gos
in the flrst instaunce, added to by coal
dust. There were few safety lamnps
in the mine, and they were In a bad
state; the oil used was of bad guality
and Lthe wicks were unsuitable.

The evidence of miners shows the
presence of gas at Mount Xembia
was common talk in ike mine for
years past. .

The chief lnapeetor of collierics, in
hils evidence, eaid he found gas in
various parts of Mount Kembls after
the nccldent.

The iuspecior of colljeries has {form-
ed two- theories, Omne 1s that a fall of
stone dislodged the ges, the other
that Morris and bie son had ignited
a small quantity of fire-damp in the
heading where they were working.
This reised conl-dust, sud drove 1t
over a naked lighi, causing a greater
explogion. The indleatlons sre con-
flicling, and he ia unable to give ona
theery greater credence than the
other. Hlis vlew lg that a small per-

centage of gas would cause a dust ex-

plosion, a guantity so small, indeed,
that the ordinary safety lump would
fail to detlect its presence.

The jury- at the inquiry into the
Mount Kembla mine disaster found
that the deaths were due Lo carbon
monoxide, produced by the explosion
of firedawp, ignited by the mnaked
lights used in the mine, and acveler-
ated by a series of expluosions of coal
dust.

THE TROOPERS' SCANDAL.

Captain Coutts, of New Zealand,
one of the recipienis of the Queen's
searf, s now in Melbourne, s also
in  another New Zealand soldier
Bergt. Watts, He saays that the
story, as given in the New Zealand
press, aboui the melee with the
Munster Fusiliers, mt Newcastle, in
Bouth Africa, is absolutely untrue.
The disturbance was of the most
trivial character. Only three New
Zenlanders were implicated, and na
one was killed. The whole trouble
wus due to the actinn of some of the
Fusiliers. Only fifteen men took
part in the affray. Captain Dalrym-
ple, another New Zealander, also de-
clares that the,account I exagperated.

TUE BOFKR DEMANDS.

The DBoer generals huve sailed for
The Hagne.

Mr. Chamberlain refused their re-
quest that the refugees be allowed to
return without ewearing alleginnce,
and de d  to renppolnt  certain
BDoer oflicialy to their old pesitions,

It is Dbelieved the penernls arve or-
panising ah extensive lecturing tour
in Tritain, America, and Kurnpe in an
irreconcilable mpirit.

A Tarliumentary paper gives de-
{ails of the eonference with 1the Boer
genergls.

In n letter dated Augnst 20 they
formally requested an interview, and
ruhmitied o list ecentaining  rleven
points for coansideration, including

an awmnesty to =1l Britiah sithjectis
who fought against the Crown, pen-
sions for widows and orphans of
burghers, equal righis for the Duteh
and English langunges in achools and
courts, the reinstatement of the
officials of the Jnte Republics in the
nervice, or compensation for the lass
of office, and compensation for all
loss occasivned the burghers by the
war.

Mr. Chamberlnin replied that he
was greatly surprised at the manner
and characier of the projosuls,
which virtunilly re-opened the pence
treaty. He nlsolutely refused to en-
tertain the reguests, bul was willingy
to glve further congiderntion to the
manner of carrylng out the Vereenlg-
ing terma.

The Boer generals asked for the
retrocesaion of the territary ceded
to Natal, protested agalnst the com-
puleory administration of the oath
of allegiance to burghers, and ex-
preseed their dissatisfaction at the
absence of a Coronation amuestv. .

Mr. Chamberlain declined 1p ;:‘rn.nt
them an interview uniil the disposl-
tion to re-open the termr of gnrren-
der swas ahandoned, ite stoted thnt
the Imperial Ginvernment wonld net
hinder any generons intentions that
Natal and the Cape mav have re-
garding rebels. He rveferred to Mr,
Reftz’s  hostile speeches as justify-
ing his exclosion from Sonth Africa.

Botha said it was unfair to visit
the =ins and folliex of one man on
olhers, Let, Tie said, the affender
suffer. e appealed to Mr. Chaom-
berlain to trust the anrrenderers.

Mr. Chamberluin safd: "We trust
them entirely. and will do so aptil
they give us renson to donbt them.”
He assnred Rotha there would be no
(‘.n:npl“!ln:n.r'y ac'_lquis:itin“ of land for
colontsation withont smple o -
tunities being given for J‘rttirisrnpor

Mr Chamberlain sgreed to re-trans-
fer three farma which the Govern-
ment had acquired,

‘Botha complained of the ormstitu-

tlon of the commissions entrusted
with the distribution of 1he three
milllon grant, and asked for further
aasistance.
Mr Chamberlain eould not Terog-
nire  the justice of the complaint,
but was willing to investirate specifio
charpges. He reminded the general
that TRritoin's magnanimity and
Evnernnit_y towards the eonguered
ad never heen equalied, and adviacd
them not fo press for more. e de-
clined to recogniae  the  burpghers
rights granted during the war, ‘mnd
appealed to them to forget and for-
give, and en-operate in working for
the prosperity and liherty of South
Africa. How anon complete anton-
omy would be granted would depend
entirely on the rapidity with which
anhmosities died ont.

The newspapers charneterised the
generals’ proposals as avdacions and
astonishing, and eonsider themn to
have been inspired by the Transvaal

Yegation. They appland Mr Cham-
berlain's  eourtesy, tactiulness and
firmnesa.

Capa residents are amazed at the
Boer generals’ wildly extravagant de-
mands.

The Teynl {ommission on the Boer
war will oonsist of Lord Elgin, Mr,
Asher, M.P. Sir G. Taubman Guol-
die, 8ir Henry Norman, Admirn]l Hop-
king, Sir John Edge and Sir John
Jackson. |

Ameriean epinicn is amazed at the
Boer generals' ilisregard of the peace
gelilement, and apprlaomls Mre Cham-
berlain's admirably ecalm reply.

French and German papers reluet-
antly admit that Mr (hamberlain
wans comprlled to refuse muny of the
proposals, awd consider his  great
generosity the better policy.

The generals were yuictly weleom-
ed a1t Amsterdam.

De lo key sinfed ithat he required
help to reconstriel the Hoers' farms,
notl hkomage or feles, -

De Wet suid the Hoers intended to
remain fuithful and submissive sub-
jeets now, and in fulure intewded 1o
defend their rights by word and pea.
1f England was generous the Boers
wanld prove the mansg Faithful anb-
jects of the whole Ewmpire.  They
wanted mobney  for  sehools, which
wonld safegnurd theic nationnlity.

Bothn said he feared the Iritish
Government would not give enmpen-
pution for burnt farma, thongh thoua=
ands wonld otherwise he ruined,




