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Verily Xew Zealand is a demoeratic,
free and  easy country. At Napier
last week a man named Higgins, sen-
tenced at the Supreme Court to threa
years® iwprisomment for breaking
aml entering, azked the Chierl Justice
to grant i a change of prison, as
there was no light at night time in
the Nupier gaol. 1lis Houor did not
think it was for men like accuzed to
miake n selection of ike prisea they
woulid like to Le in. 1! prisoner woas
ielicd he coukl muake aw appli-
to the tioverumen®,

Mr. Matthews, Chief Government
ester, has coneluded his visit to
Te Puia springs, Waipiro. Ie found
ilie read from Waipiro and the means
of aceess to the thermal region in a
very badl state, snys a contemwmporary.
JMe wasa, however, pleaszed with ihe
springs, amd was satisfied that the
Liovernment woulill he justified in de-
veloping then, Suolphur also abounds
in 1the neighbourhood. Mr. Matthews
was accompanied by Mr. H. Sim-
monds, lawdscape gardencr, of  Na-
picr, who will undertake the planting
of the reserves next vear. Mr, Sim-
monds has gone on to Nulhaka, where
he will lay off the track from the
hotel to the Lot sprivgs there awd
plant the reserves.

This is of interest ta Aucklanders:
The news that there will shartly be
an the market a contrivance for ren-
dering hurmless the breaking of aver-
head tramway wires will rejoice the
hearts af those wha live in towns
where the averliead trolley system is
in foree. When a wire snaps under
the new deviee a short eircuit wiil at
ance bie erveated, and the broken ends
the

may therefore dangle  ameng
passers-ny withont anyone bheing the
worse. Thus will he removed the prin-

eipat peril of this aliierwise excellent
method of tramway working—that is,
of course, acsnmning tue new shori
cireuit wiea will folfl all that is pro-
mised on its behalf, Tondon is as
yet singularl_\-' Dackward in the mat-
ter of the averhoad trolley wire, there
Teing only two lines of {ramways in
the whole metropolis which are work-
ed by this tem.

The West Coast aof Africa has at-
svs had o peeulinr fascination of
h_Am\'n, pariicularly’ the a-hoard
Bounding British West Afriea. whien
includes the Gold Coast and Ashan
Nigerin, Lagos, Gambin, and Sier
T.eone., These are not geacrally rec-
Yanel to he the healthisst of locali-
tigx, thongh cevery year the sanitary
randlitions are heing  improved as
trade ml popniatian incrcuse.  The
trade of the West Coast as well as
sogial life thereof, hos been the
of many an interesting story

iu which sickly traders, puncheous
ol pnlm oil ORMY  SWAMPE over
which the malarinl mist hovers like

n ghost, sluoggish yellow rivers, and
niiles of angry surf, stand out as
tunst. prominent feutures. There is
a lot of romance and tragedy an ths
Yest, bt it is a Ioeality where muen
trade is done, more particularly with
Tiverpounl, and {he Year Jlook of the
Lritish possessions jusi issued gives
an iden how considerable this is. 1t
nlsa goes into mining preity exten-
gively. . The ageregate nominnl enpi-
tal of the companivs to date, after al-
lowing for defunct  enterprises, 13

L fts Aguinst £ 304660405 in
September, 1901, 'There are 301 Wesk
African companics in existence. A

statement of this sort gives us sdne
hlea how little we really know of tus
rvesonurees of some of the units of the
Fuipire, for mast of this mining iz
on e tervitory.

The amazing story of the loss of
a quarter of o mitlion of mouey at
Wonlwich iz emphasised by an inci-
dent which has jost been retated by
one of the principal parties cancero-
ed in it. A Norith of Englund econ-
tracior who had business relations
with the War Oflice received notice
from Waoolwich to the effeet that o
nnmber of cmpty crates belonging o
him wnust be removed. e replied
thut no erates of his were at Waool-
wirh, but the only notice tnken of his
letter wns a further intimation that
1he crates must Le removed at QAnee,

failing thedi they would be sent off af
vwner's risk.. Afier further cor-
respenudence the ernten were deliver-
ell 1o the eontractor who had diy-
owned them. ‘The most amazing part
of the story has yet to come. When
the crates arrived at their destina-
tivm they were found to be not cmpty
but filled with brass gun mountings.
The War Ofitce was nt once informed
of the circumstanes, and the formal
andd frigid reply came back: *“This
correspondence must now cease.’

On the Kiewakn staiion, Hawke's
Bay, there are some unusual esperi-
ences this lTambing season. One ewe
gave birth to noe fewer than - six
lembs, though ithey did not all sur-
vive. A peculinr monstrosity was
ala found in the shape of a kamb
with two hodles, eight legs, and two
tails, but only aue neck and head. The
head was the most peculiar part, Trav-
ing foureyes, twa months and fonr
ears, the cors being under the lower
Jjasws,

The staiue which is te be erected
near the guns in the Albert MPark is
completed, and is open for inspeciion
Iy 1ke public, through the courtesyof
Messen., W. Parkinson & Co., at their
Fard in Victerviu-street East. The
statue has Leen built under instrue-
tions of the surviving Avcekland mem-
bers of the New Zealand Fifth Con-
tiugent, in honour of a number of
their comrades who fz1) in the war.
The Auckiand members of the Fifth,
on zrriving in South Africa, were
formed info a battery koown as the
New Zealund Artillery, aud it is the
members of this Dbattery whe are
ervecting the statue. The statue tep-
resents a troaper in [ife sixe, stand-
ing on n pedestal. It is a &triking
pviece of work in white marble, sodl
will be an ornament ta the park. Tke
tranper is represented carrying  a
sword ang a  vevolver, the peoper
arms of an artilleryman, and in fhese
respeets he differs from hes models
of other New Zezlonders in the swar.
Lieutenan{ INosiworth, wha- kas had
the arvangements in hand, is now
communicating with  Captain Bos-
eawen concerniog the unveiling. it
is expeeted that the statue will leave
the sculptor’s yard after next weels,
and it is intended (o a=k Iis Excel-
lency the Governar to unveil the
statue I in Auckland at a sufliciently
varly date,

Turther experiments with wireless
telepliony have Dheen maude in Deriin
recenlly over greater distances than
aon the first oceasion, the inventor,
Herr Rohmer, h o cffected some

imProvements in his apparates, The
receiving apparatus was this time
placed jn the neighbourhood of the

Karsherg, i the Urunewnald, whilst
the despaichiog station was, as usual,
on the aceumulator boat rmania,
off the Pfaven lusel, a siall izled dp-
posite Moorlake, near Hubelsberg.
This was a distance of four and a
Fait Tuglizh miles, and over . 1his
spaes lhe spedkers at either. end
coopnl Lpalke (hemselves elenrly under-

staad. The clearness and loudness
of  the transmitted conversations
struck cverybody present. They

were principally achieved with- the
wid of an *elecirical eye,” very sensi-
tive {a the light, which bas now beert
applied for tlie first time. The trials
will now he continued between twa
tived stations. and it is hoped to ren-
der possible a cunversalion over 20
te 23 miles by means of large reflee-
tors of one ar two metres dinteter.
%o far only one with a diameter of
thirty-five centimetres has been used.

Takeha fdoctors ure geing out of -
fushien among our Muaori brethren. -

A Mpori medicine man has turned up.
with & Lot bualth and a barrow load
of bark, minl he washen disrase dwny
in o salution of tree. Frerybody gets
well aller being  immersed in the
Vark ik, and ine Maoeri dovior, wha
is.loeated at present at Taiporohe-
nui, has veceived enowgh phark, pig
nud kumarn in feca to tangd over-
nore. A Maori gentleman, who was
curet of a bad leg by nmpuotation,
faith and kot Laths iy going to hove
the same dacter when iy ather of
his limbs are sick. Recently he put
the case in @ nutebeli: “Maori toetor,

aecidents this sea<on,

Le cure every tlme. FPakeha toctor,
he say, ‘Put out te tongue! Um! How
te powel? Um! Ten and hikipene!* ™

A Yienna paper savs that the ape-
cifications of a new kind of boat have
been Iwiged at the Iatent Office there
by a Croatian engineer named Cret-
kaviteh. The vessel, enlled an “aero-
kydrostatic boat,” is to be o cross he-
tween a skip and a flying machine,
and is to attain a spesd, according
ta the inventor, which would enable
it to cirenmnavignte the world in 48
hours.  The prinviple seems to he
(says a “Standard” telegram) that
when set in motion the Dboai raises
itself oo the sarface of the Bea aml
slides on o film of water or air, 1t
is really o pity {hat experiments have
still to be wmade, and that this amazs-
ing slip exists vnly in its inventor's
brain.

Reeent cakles from Home have re-
prrted a remarkable series of Alpine
Dr, Kursten—
irr, of Berne, publishes in the thirty-
seventh volume of the Swiss Alpine
Club an interesting article on the Al
Tine accidents from 1501 to 1900. Ie
sityvs that doring 1hat peried there
have been 275 fatal accidents, of which
95 have ocourred in the Ceniral Alps
(01 uf them on Swiys territory), 37
in the Western Alps, and 133 in the
Eastern Alps,  Althongh it may ap-
pear at first
of accidents s on the increase, D
Nurstenier calls atiention to the fact
that the nawmber of climbers is nearly
o hundredfold what it was in the
early part of the last century, and
Ie enlenlates that the annual numbey
of clintbers is uow nearly 100.000. De.
Tnratenier classifics the vietims of
Adpine  aceidents  duaring  thesa len
years by aationalities- 183 Germanas
aml Mustrinns, 45 Swiss, 23 Diatiang,
15 Lnglish, 12 Frenel, and in twe
cuges nationnlity nnkiiown.

The women of Austria are coming
to the front with rapitl strides in the
struagle far life, Dheir laiest con-
guest, the “Patly Telegraph” remarks,

i= the roilway, They had  already
taken ion of the postg and
telegrap) the Btare tobaceo shops,
and  sleeping-ear company’s  offices.

New one of their number hecome a
statipu-mistress and an official of the
Ministry of W and  Communiea-
tions. Miss Mizzi Rorak, of Viennn,
began life as a clerk, a position which
she dqualified for by joiniig A eommer-
cial srhool. She next became eomp-
troller of the Internaiional Sleeping-
car Company, and the Government

ht as if 1he number”

have lately appointed her stotiom-mis-
iress of Vilpian, and if circumstances
continue favourable she may. rire in
time to the post of directress, 1

A young lady, well-educated and in

comtortalle circumstances, has just

completed a five years' experience of
general serrants’ work, She under-
took the task voluntarily, becnuse sha
wus interested in the domestic ser-
vant problem. Her conclusion is that
both sides are to biame for the pre-
sent unsetisfactory state of affuirs.
In her own words: “l believe the ser-
vant girl problem can only be solved
by a Christian education. The em-
ployers and servants must be taught
te work together. The problem fur-
nishes a splendid field for the energies
of our young women. They should
know something of the experiences I
have bad, 1 keow several young girls
wilh good educations whe work as
flomestics becanse they like it. These
are the kiud of giris who stay a long
time in one place and have no trouble
with their employers.” »

Mrs Hirst, living st Middlesbrougn,
to whom the Iling has just sent a
message sympathising with her in ber
illness, was the danghter of Drum-
Major Gibson, of the 75th Gordon
Highlanders, and marriedd TPrivate
Hirst, with whom she went through
two KaHir wars. She served ammuni-
tion in the trenches at Fort Hare,
and assisied in the uursing of the
wounded, for whom her wedding out-
fit was saerificed to make bandapes,
Her father and brother were murder-
ed by NKaffirs while eating their
Christmas dinner. A1l Mrs  Tiirst's
five sons cntered the Army, three be-
coming captains, the fourth a band-
masier, and a fifth n sergeant of the
Medical Corps.  One of her sans, Cap-
iain James Hirst, is stil! on active
gerviee, and was mentionsd in dis-
patehes by Lord Loberts.  Anather
somn, who died 1wo years ago, swas cap-
tain and adjutant at Netley, where
a monument has been erceted to his
memory. Mrs Hirsi'z only danghter
is the widow of a soldier, and-hus twao
sons serving the King. The atten-
ticn of Lord Roeberts was drawn to
the ald lady’s record, and he forward-
ed the informstion {o the King, who
graciously replied, . -

Could plulteny beat this
outside of a pig-siy?

Michael Scholtz, of Brooklyn, has
won fame by enting scven mul a half
pounds of steak at a sitting, though
he had {orty-two glasses of beer to

recorad

wash down the meat. - !

EXQUISITE IN FLAVOR.

Highly coacontraited, porfect
hence the most nourishing snd easily digested.

vanllouten's |
- Gocoa

is = perfect heverage; light and delioate:
invigorating and sustaining; easy to make,
end cheeper i{n use than any other.

Best & goes farthest.

in sgolubility, ;




