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Tha forms may Bot hava boen wvery ime
ressiva, perbhaipas, seclog Lhat obly mme=
um digiapres wers raced over, but the

winners ¢ould do no more than win, and
wrinners at the Bouth Canlerbury Bpring
MeeUngs In the past hava freguently
Pun more than respectably at the Spring
Meetlng of the Canteroury Jockey Club
later on. The victorles of the horses that
competed have not led to thelr prices
shortening a great deal, though Lt.is
mgnificant that threa of the winners were
quoted during the week at the long odds
of one hundred 1o one sach,

When Bir Leonard beat Metal and La
Carablne at Randwick in tha autumn,
many regarded the vietory of the son of
Impetus a8 a ‘ucky ene, but llke his see-
ond §8 to Wakeful, 13, in the Al-Aged
Btakeca, in which that mare run & record
mile in 134, there was moaore mer.. in_ the
performances than was generally pup-
posed, and gome of his achlevementd werae
diatinetly those of a high class colt. At
Tattersull's meetlng on August Zird, he
carrled 95 inlo & place In the Hampden
Htakes, one mille and one furlong, behind
Abundance, T8, and Glenore, 9.4. Brakpan,
84, Bequence, 100, and eieven athera start-
ing. He wap apparently unbacked. In the
old established Huwhkesbury Spring Han-
dicap, now run over & mile and a quar-
ter and 100 yards, he Wwon, ¢arrying 912
from m small fleld, and pogsihly not a
particularly strong one. Sir Leonard haa
2.5 in the Bydney Metropolltan Handicap,
ran on the Ath, 9.7 {n the Cauldeld Cup,
and waas given 0.2 In the Melbourne Cup,
ar 3lb less than Nonette, who i¥ the same
age, recelved. He willl now have pen-
alticd to carry, In the two Jast named
events of ilb and blb respectively, and
apparently he la not fancled much.

Han Fran, who has been purchased by
the New Zealzgnd Loan and Mercantlls
Agency Co. on hehalf of Mr W. J. Doug-
lag, of the Te Mahanga Btud, for se good
a performer end so well bred a horse,
#hould be well worth the 650 gulneas ha
cost. He (8 4 horse of medinm afze, and
cowmes on his dam’s slde from the same
famlly as Merganser, Teksum and Brig~
and. and clailms the sama taproot as
Btepniak, and also his asn Menschikof,
Nelson, Bpade Gulnea, Merry England,
Tiralleur, The Guard, and ny really
firat class horses of the No. 5 lne of de=
icent, He is the firat (Gozo horse import-
ed to the colony, and should mate well
;ith mares with AMusket blood, and one

particular in Mr Douglag' stud that I
whould select, especially en blopd lines,
would be Mellnite, for thls horse, her
threequarter sister Industry having pro-
fduced to Gozo such good horses as Tha
Grafter and Gauius, Melhourne Cup win-
zeTs, Merganser, In Mr Rathhone'g gtud,
_miould find a sultable mate ia San Fran
4130, and there dve mombers of #lorcnce
Macarthy's famlly thay should suit this
horse admlirebiy, 1n the same part of
Hawke's Bay, Mr 8. H. Gollan has Nel-
®on’s half slster Bonnie Idee, by Nurden-
feldt, and a number of othcr mares of

the same family in t
Stud ¥ S8 Maungnturoto

The weights declared by Mr Henrys for
the C.J.C. Stewards’ Stakes }1‘131&19.
which la run over & X furlong COUrES,
must huve tuken a cgnsiderable amount
oI thinking out. That Eood Hjly Cruci-
farm has received 103, top-welght, or 22
bs over weight-for-age, a record 'imyoar.
for one of her age and Eex. Iliuger, who
bur curried some blg weights, and’ wan
with them, a0, has 8,3, or 7lbs lesy than
he had last year, when he fafled to run
inte a place, though He beat the winner
(Royal Artillery) a bere bali-head on the
last day of the meeting, when the aif-
ference In weight was lulbs, Blazer car-
rying B1Z and Royal Artillery 8.2, and
the distance only half a mile. The time
Waa 47 3-Gsec, 80 that both horsea were

gulloping. Blazer's form at the N.Z.
Grand Natlonal Meeting waa all Wrong,
but he will be better when he runs next

from ali accounts. He is a better beghn-
ner than Hohuro, who is on ihe sgg;a
mark, but does not finlsh so resclutely as
Mr Lovett’s gclding, who would be con-
sldered well treated If he wore al} right
in the wind, as there la no doubt he ls s
first-closs horse, Hohats has been mak-
Ing less nolse than he did some time back,
and he may race well this acason. EHe
will meet Cryciform on much better
terms than he did last summer at Auck-
-land, Pamperp (8.3), Who ran second last
¥ear with 9.4, and won the previous year
with 7.8, should be ona of the hardest to
beat If speclaily tralned for thia dis-
tance. I have much respect for Ostlek,
with 85 on hls back, however. He lg
tralned for spriniing, and can get every
inch of slx turiongnm, and at a pace there
ara fvw that can muster up, Another
that should race we!l 18 Red Gauntlet.
There are mo many brilllant onea engaged
that & good race may be looked for, but,
all In, the heat of thosexget to CATTy over
87 wmay mccount for the race. The best
of the three-year-0ldd may run well, but
thoaze of that age that have shown any
form to spenk of are weighted to gqulte
thelr fuli deserts. N

Longerlty in hormes ln & subject to
which reference ia occaslnnally mada.
An American anuthority Ia reaponsible for
the stitemen! that the oldost horse in
that part o1 the worll i1s A buy gelding,
which i certiled to Le upwards of
yeara old. Af ol eventa, he ls o vetsrna
of the Mexlean enmpalen of 1T & ma-
mente of which he carries on his uank. In
tha ahape of a big sear: and he was nTrg
uzed an an ofMeer'n charger in e Clvl
War, Tor twenty years ha has donas no
work. and na alt hls teeth mra grne, his
priticlpal feod s bolled corn and mosh,
upon wWhica he ssems to thrive, tn the
great satisfactlon of hla owner. Majnr
Mnun, of Touleiite, Kantucky Ta coma
near hoeme, [ella, tho xrand - dnm of
Zip, dam of Cuatashore, Nved to the age

of M pears, and whal may ride read-
era to kniow had o fonl st the age of 33
years, anu At two years old this younk-
mtar, Lothaly by name, ran sacond for
the first two-year-old mece fun on the
Wangunul racecourss. It was clalmed
that & mare known sr Bilnk Bonn« lived
to the age of 4 years in Wanganul. Bhae
bred foals for over twentv years, end
t‘a;:ra owned by the Halr family, nsar that
o .

“EBacouraging steeplechasing® is the anb-
ject af an artiele in tha "Town and Coun-
try Jourmal® It winda up with the fol-
lowlng reference to the two chief steeple-
chaps courses in Australla:—"There are
many who think that the steeplechass
course at Randwlek ls nothing like eo
severe ng thet at Flamington. They will
he surprised to read in the tabhis glven
below,that at Randwick one of the fencea
= the log wall, oppoaite tha stand—is hich-
er than the astoene wall, knnwn aa the
cathedral. at Flemington. The fencena, to-
gether with theilr number, poaltion, and
hmght, according to private measurement,
are as follow:=—

AT RANDWICK. |AT FLEMINGTON -
L in, ft. in.
1. Loza at .| L Palings op.
home turn... 3 % etand ..... 4 0
2 Stone wall 310k [ 2. Stone wall 311
8. Pallngs .... 210 ES OZA wivavs 3 8
d. Logs opp. 4, Fence at .
atand ..... 4 13 tlver ,..... 10
B Fenca ..... 3 Th ]} 6. Fence
6. Logs at 6. Fenca ..
drain ...... 3 & [ T. Stone wall
7. Palings, off (Cathedral) 4 @
course ... 8 8} Fence {ab-
4 Brush at attolrsy .... 8 7
drat .0 3 93| 8 Fenca
5, Logs .. auw {gheda) ..., 37
M. Rrush,,.,.. & & |10. Fence om
11. Palinga an 44y course .. 31 8
to course.. 3 5j |1I. Fence off
1. Fence ' at course ..... ¥ 7T
Mensington 3 § |12 Fence In .
4| atralght ... 8 7T
13, Fence in
straleht-.,, 8 8
Fence in
atralght ... 31

The last few years have witnessed
kreat additton to the numbers of book-
makera dolng business in Australla (ravs
2 wrlter in the “Town and Country Jour-
nal” In an ertiele dealing with the favoy-
rites in racesd. The remark 1s aften made
that there Is nol nearly so much maney

. belied now upen 4 race as wag the case

foma years back. Perhaps not. but we
are Armly of the opinlon that more maney
changes handg now cover raging In a vear
than at any other perlod in Aunstrallan
hittory. Take the apert iteelf, “which haa
c¢hanged frowa the old davs af heats and
tung dlstances; so has wagering. In the
Latting clubs can gttll be found the dnuble
Look on the two Cuns, but he thzt ia
working it {a Invarlably one of the “o'd
tmers.’’ The most recent additlan to the
“ring” 18 & amart, active nAlvidual, kean
on fizured, with a good volce, whn has
tlie assletance of a clerk who 13 possessed
ef excellent hearlng, smart with his pen-
cil, and almost a lightnine calculator,
These are the wen that nowadays bewmto
thousends on a race, and do It at exnress
speed. They would not be as much astray

at the ald llne of bdusiness as would tha,

old-time bookmaker, were he to trv the
new gyitem. This we have =een proved
over and over agaln, The nld-fashinned
boukmaker, with hia hetle pockethook, fags
tened with a clasp, and metallle nencil,
are gone for ever. The modern bookmak-
er, bettng to figmres, 1s gquite gatiefled
with & falr percentage, and from the bulk
of buglness done makes & decent Uving;
in mome cases a fortune. Backers, how-
ever, With experlence, and@ much racing,
have also become adepts, and rarely do
we find them so badly beaten as in the
elt days. Looking over the returns of
four ruce meetings, which were run off
on Baturday, we find that of the 22 horaes
made favourites for thelr respective
events no less than 18 pot home, while at
Jeast four of the others were heavily
backed,

The death of the famous jockey. John
Watts, is thus referred to in an Engliah
paper of July 20th: Upon the very thresh-
old of another Goodwood, John Watts,
who will alwuy#s be held in popuiar re-
membrance a8 '‘the ning’s jockey,”” bhaa
pussed away. He was selzed with epl-
lepsy on Saturday week at Sandown
Park during the races, and he died iIn the
hospita]l ..cre at four o'cloca yesterday
morning. One of the eariiest messages of
condolence which his widow recelved
mfter wue death waa sannounced was one
from ¥im Mnjesty expressing . his sym-
pathy with her In her bersaverment, John
Watte war o himeelf a ateiking { lue-
tration of the progperous moderh jockey—
one who waa ab'e to take '"wortune at the
flood." Such famous ariisia in the saddle
a3 Jem Roblnsen, Jonn B. Day, and
Charlen Matrlow did not
money to bury them, Walts won nis
prosperily by hard work. He derved an
apprenticeshlp at Houghton with ‘Tom
Cunnon, and wlith such & good teacher
hlg name quickly appeared in the llst of
winning jovkeys. The flrat succeasful
essuy was In the Btewards' FPlato at Bal-
favury in May, 1a:w.. What nominally was
Wattn' earliest important victory was ob-
talned upon the rugged course &t Lans-
down the following year, 'I'ne Dath mert-
ing was then ons the down line, and ths
Bomernetshire Etinkos no longer a “‘great’
Thee, Watta wun on Strudwick for Tem
Cannon by forly !nnxlhl. In 1481 he mada
his Hrat handleap hit with thn Amerlcan
horse Foxhall in the Cambrideshire. It
was poor Fred Archer's constant fulluve
to pecura this event which proved tha
1nat straw ln the upsetting of hlm mental
bulsoce. The ‘‘classio”™  puccesdos of

lenva enourh .

. -
‘Watts were of the most brilllant charae-
tor, Ho was the hero of the two moat
notable Derbloa of modern times — the
*Prince's Deryy,” when our present King
secured the rrire with Persimmon, and
the "Prime M!nister's Derby’’—the long-
deluyed triumpb of Lard Rosebery's turf
enietprises, Besldes theas he rode two
other Epaom ehamptons In Maerry Hamp-
ton and Baintoin. ¥Flve Umes he won the

Ht, Leger, four times the Ozks, iaur
times Lhe One Thousand Guineas, and
twice the Two Thuusand truineas.

Eitier under “retalners” or with casusl
mounts ke had carried nearly every pro-
minent raecing jacket knuwn to tne Eng-
Wsh turf during the last quurter of a cen-

tury, 1n the years 1bif apd 1888 he stood
at the head of the &t . of winning
jockeys. A vear ¢r iwo since Wat.s be-

came trainer, a8 the difkcuities of keeplng
down welght could mot bw o..reomse, In
this new department of wurk ..& did very
well, and hls sagacify 1n buying was un-
Questionable,

According to an g¢ld proverb, early-
rising is conduclve to bealth, wealth, and
wisdom, This may be ao, but thosa
wheae buslness takes them out ln the
morning to waten the work of racehoraes
wi!ll be inclined to diepyte it. It lp pro-
bably every bit as healthy, and ceriainly
more enjoyable, to be Bnugly curled up in
bed than to stand about a racecourse on
a windy winter's morning. Ae regardas
wealth, Iew touts ara exactly overburdens
ed with it, while, as for wisdom--well, the
knowl dge gained by vieits to the track
18 occasionally so confuslng as te, put
you oiff a winner which you might have
backed but for allewing private form 1o
ouLwelgh public farm. Thus writeg
“Pilot,” & Sydney scribe, wino has meen
gome service in Lhe capacity of a chronic-
ler of the doings on"the training grounds.
According to this autkarlty toutlng at
Randwick {s A much mere pleasant occu-
pation now than it was a few years age,
when to Keep pace with some of the
clever divislon it was necessary 1o almost
lve on the course for & few weeks prior
te the commencement of a blg meeting.
Mocrsght maornings were avn.iled_ of for
trliala;, and more than one 8pin waa
brought off as early as & o'clock, the
course at that time belng open at all
hours. One effect of this sort of business
way to Boom norses whose chances af
winning blg events were small, whila &
cold eontracted through galieping in the
early houra settled the prospects of more
than one goed horse. An aceident or
two eventually caused the committes to
regulate the hours for working, and now
the earlest at which the tracke are open-
ed is five o’elock in summer, while in
June and July they are oot avallable un-
] 6.30, and even then very few irainera
put in an appearance with thelr chargen
until’ an hour later, the principal excep-
tion being W. Kelso, whe belisves in get-
ilng through as #oon a3 possible all the
year round. At one time Randwick was
open to anyone Who wished to =ee the
horses at work, and the aitendanced oc
casignally ran into hundreds. Finally
this state of affalrs was considered un-
desirable, and the committee declded that
putside of owners, tralners, jockeys, and
othors immedlately Interested, only news-
paper representatives should be admitted
to the ceurse. DPosslbly the pressmen,
too, would be debarred ¥ aome of the
trainers could have their way, but even
if the training reporte did nct appear in
the papers, there would be very lttle
chance of BDPringing a gurprise on the
bookmakers, who would continue to be
well informed concerning track dolngs,
even If the public were not,
some of our trainers pay as much atten-
tion to the doings of other men's horsea
ry their own, and are often responglble
for booming svme animal or another.

Recently It was stated that about 250
horses were in work at Randwlick, and the
following on the sublect of "Touting the
Trainlng,” from the pen of “'PFilot, about
the tracks there is interesting: Numeric-

ally, Randwick Is well off as regards
tracks. First of all thera i3 the course
propey, theno Inpide of that there Iz &

grass track CA), outer tan (8), which Ias
separated from the ioner tan () by a
cinder track, ¢op dressed with pand. Next
comet another grass track (D), while in
the centre of the couree there is a mand
track. The jumping division 1s alsc well
catered for now, & recent lmprovement
being the formation of a mile steeplechasa
achooling track. As & rule, one of the
grass tracks, Ipn addltion to one of the
tans, the cloders, and the sand, is opened
three mornings & week—Tuesday, Thurs-
day and Baturday. In wet weather it is
unusual for any of tha grass tracks
to be avallable, ard then, a3 the tans are
generally teo heavy for use, the work
is pretty well conflned to the cloderm and
eand. When worklng on the outer tan It
i3 posalble to cut off & lot of ground, and
if a tralner for auy particular reason
puould wish his horee to be credlited with
& partlcularly good gallop on thia track,
there 1s Ro dlfficulty about it. The inner
tan, however, is A measured trock. and
anything accomplished pn it can be relied
vpon, Just before any of our blg mest-
inge the course proper Is used for final
gallops, with hurdles out about twenty-
two yarde from the Inner rall. Owing to
the continued wet weather none of the
Epscm candldutes have done anything in
the watch-bregking line mo far this sea-
®on, but it may be worth remembering
that 1n the past, with tha bhurdles out
the g2istance mentloned, any horse cap-
abls pf running lmin {Teec han lovariably
played & prominent part in the decialaon
af the big mile races, Mast of the touta
atatlon themnelves In lne with the win-
ping pest-and, except When norzes are
pulled oft up the straight, the time !a
gancrally taken preily accuraiely. Of
course, miataki 8 da Oceur both as 1o the
1dentity of horara as well ap the time
made by them, bu} tailng everytbing in=

(By Telegraph.-»&peeinl to 7“Grgph.le.'

Then, agaln, .

to conslderation, ervors of this Sescripe
tion are not too mumeroun. Naturally,
trainers indulme ln & little dodging when
possible, and thair korses will jump off at
of finlsh at unususl posts However, most
trussua®¥an adjustment of the welghts,
and it is the easiest way, too, a8 though.
the onloockers may be pretty confldent &
horsa ia carrying mors weight than In
alght, they have no llne as 5 howemuch.
When a horse comfortably beata anothes
ons morning, and then & counle of daye
dater ths tables are turned, it s in nine .
oumes cut of ten & malter of weight
There are & few trainers who do not be=
Heve in welghting horses up for dodgling
purpates, contending that a blg toad on
an animal galiop after gallop takxes a lot
of dash oul of 12, whila it also makes &
breakdown i possibllity. Then there aras
trainérs, men of long oxperlence, too, who
have such & weaknesa for the uss of the
watch that If one of thelr horsea shows
a particuiarly good gailop, it is sent along
on subsequent mornings to sce if It cam
ellp a bit off its previous record, with the
resilt that a race 18 often left on the
track. -The watch, unfortunately, W\ not
an infallible gulde to winners, as horses,
ke men, are differently constituted, and
some ¢an do mueh batter in private than
in publie, Somae of the Zosat brilliant
track gallopers have heen fallures with

- the colours up, while others whose work

really gave them no chance, have sur-
prised everybody cennected with them by
winnicg in gnod Btyle. Billl, those horses
which show best form In privike general-
1y come out on top th_public, and mora
particularly doee,thla hold good in con-
nectton with the big mlls races run at
Randwick. Many raclng men (tralners
included) prefesa to scof at ike use of
the walch, but all the same they are genes
rally anxlous to know what hes made
the fastest time at some particular dia-
tance, and would mooner risk thelr money.
on the horse that has cut out a mile in,
eay, 1m 458, than the one that has taken
2 couple of seconds longer,

: see’ .
TURF TALK FROM THE
. -.. SOUTH.- -~

. Eom CANTERBURY J.C. RACES,

- .. CHRISTCHURCH, Bsturday. .

The Houth Canterbury Jockey Club's
Epring Meeting waa reminiscent of the
palmicet daya of the elub. Tha weathar
“n both days was lovely, the attendance
Iarge.‘ and the amount of speculation In-
€uiged in may be gathered from the fact
that In spite of the opposition of a party
! céish bookmakers the totallsator re-
c¢lpta exceed the returns at the previous
b¥ring meetlng by £1024 10/. The racing

. was Interesting. The quality of the horges

which contested the princlpal events was
r<rhaps lower than the standard of 10
¥ears ago, but It was high encugh hever-
tualess ~to’ provide enjovable eperi. One
feature of the racing was the disappolnt-
ing running of Somerled. The son of

- Clanranald had been well tried at home,

and the Ricearton critles sconted the pos--
ainillty ©of hlz %eing beaten. He was, -
however, In both his.engagements,” and
in & meapure disgraced in his Timaru
Handleap. The best that he could do was
io finish a poor third behind Count of Kol-
mar and Magnificent, and in the Rhades
Memorial Stakes he was unable even to
gcl a place. Another feature of this Eat-
urday ‘was the success achieved by harses
hailing from Lewis's stable, Ashburtomn
Count of Kolmar appropriated the Ti=

Puauec * TRusT . OFFIcE.

Yarvn ov Tearas on Tam Orwrcm:

“ OVER THREE MILLIONS STERLING.

OCapital lné Intébrast guarant;eud .
by the Htate, -

Farther large reductions aow mads in
sonts of administration. -

The Fublic Trust Gibe seeks %0 be merely
melf-supperting,

Briates under Wills or Intestacles whem
sonverted inte omalh wod beld for beneficiaries
are oredited with interssd at highest
rats, capitnlised yecrly, and axe fres of

- all ofMos chATges.

Tan Puerrg Taversn can b appeinted Exsowhor
of the Will or Codicil of apy person.  Advice as
to the making of Wﬂ.h is givea free of o

Tz Frawit Trustax can b# sppointed
phuas of prosicusly rppoiv Trustees or ia
'&lmol pateois witd wish to b elieved of thair

T P,

Taw Posrig Truerss osn ba sppointed Trustes
for Marriage Bettlamsote, Money Trusts, Buuiking
Tuada, and sthewr

Tun Puauio Taur ndertakes the Musagement
of Property s Attorney or Agent.

Tua Poase Taveres_ sdministers Irtewinted”
_I‘.I_huﬂu.. Lunaticoa’ Estates, and Uaclaimed
muds,

Tum Poarro Tacersn bhaa Trost Funda for icresd-
mant on Mortgage of First-olaas Freshald Secu-
rilies 4t lowast current rate of intaresh,

-tk [oX repaymant,

JUB PULL PARTIOULLES AFFLY ¥0
THE PUBLIC TRUSTEE, Wallingkon,
’.-.Uﬂl‘mh of ths Pubil Traser i



