
The form may not have been very im-

Sressive, perhaps, seeing that only me-
lum distances were raced over, but the

winners could do no more than win, and
winners at the South Canterbury Spring
Meetings in the past have frequently
run more than respectably at the Spring

Meeting of the Canterbury Jockey Club

later on. The victories of the horses that

competed have not led to their prices

shortening a great deal, though it is

significant that three of the winners were

quoted during the week at the long odds

of one hundred to one each.

When Sir Leonard boat Metal and La
Carabine at Randwick In the autumn,
many regarded the victory of the son of

Impetus as a lucky one, but like his sec-

ond 8.8 to Wakeful, 8.13, in the All-Aged
Stakes, In which that mare ran a record
mile in 1.39J, there was more men. in th©

performances than was generally sup-

posed, and some of his achievements were

distinctly those of a high class colt. At

Tattersall's meeting on August 23rd, he

carried 9.5 into a place in the Hampden
Stakes, one mile and one furlong, behind
Abundance, 7.8, and Glenore, 9.4. Brakpan,
8.4, Sequence, 10.0, and eleven others start-

ing. He was apparently unbacked. In the
old established Hawkesbury Spring Han-
dicap, now run over a mile and a quar-

ter and 100 yards, he won, carrying 9.12
from a small field, and possibly not a

particularly strong one. Sir Leonard has
9.5 in the Sydney Metropolitan Handicap,
run on the Bth, 9.7 in the Caulfield Cup,
and was given 9.2 In the Melbourne Cup,
or 31b less than Nonette, who is the same

age, received. He will now have pen-
alties to carry, in the two last named

events of 31b and 51b respectively, and

apparently he is not fancied much.

San Fran, who has been purchased by
the New Zealand Loan and Mercantile

Agency Co. on behalf of Mr W. J. Doug-
las, of the Te Mahanga Stud, for so good
a performer and so well bred a horse,
should be well worth the 650 guineas he
cost. He is a horse of medium size, and
comes on his dam’s side from the same

family as Merganser, Teksum and Brig-
and, and claims the same taproot as
Stepnlak, and also his son Menschikoff,
Nelson, Spade Guinea, Merry England,
Tiralleur, The Guard, and many really
first class horses of the No. 5 line of de-
scent. He is the first Gozo horse import-
ed to the colony, and should mate well
with mares with Musket blood, and one
tn particular in Mr Douglas’ stud that I

should select, especially on blood lines,
would be Melinite, for this horse, her
thrc-equarter sister Industry having pro-
duced to Gozo such good horses as The
Grafter and Gaulus, Melbourne Cup win-
ders. Merganser, in Mr Rathbones stud,
snould find a suitable mate in San Fran
also, and there dre members of FlorenceMacarthy’s family that should suit this
horse admirably, in the same part of
Hawke s Bay. Mr S. H. Gollan has Nel-
son s half sister Bonnie Idee, by Norden-
feldt, and a number of other mares of

stud
3ame family in the Maungaturoto

..

The weights declared by Mr Henrys for
the C.J.C. Stewards’ Stakes Handicap,
which is run over a six furlong' course,

U tVhia4 Ve taken a considerable amount
of thinking out. That goo< filly Cruci-
form has received 10.3, top-weight, or 22
lbs over weight-for-age, a record impost
for one of her age and sex. Biazer, who
has carried some big weights, and won
with them, too, has 9,9, or 71bs less than
ne had last year, when he failed to

runinto a place, though lie beat the winner
}Hoy al Artillery) a bare half-head on the
last day of the meeting, when the dif-
ference in weight was lOlbs, Blazer car-
rying 8.12 and Royal Artillery 8.2, andthe distance only half a mile. The time
was 47 3-ssec, so that both horses were
galloping. Blazer’s form at the N.Z.Grand National Meeting was all wrong,
but he will be better when he runs next
from all accounts. He is a better begin-
ner than Hohoro, who is on the same
mark, but does not finish so resolutely as
Mr Lovett’s gelding, who would be con-
sidered well treated if he were all right
in the wind, as there is no doubt he is a
first-class horse. Hohoro has been mak-

ing less noise than he did some time back,
and he may race well this season. He
will meet Cruciform on much better
terms than he did last summer at Auck-
land. Pampero (9.3), who ran second last
year with 9.4, and won the previous year
with 7.8, should be one of the hardest to
beat If specially trained for thia dis-
tance. I have much respect for Ostiak,
with 9.5 on his back, however. He is
trained for sprinting, and can get everyinch of six furlongs, and at a pace there
are few that can muster up Another
that should race well is Red Gauntlet.
There are so many brilliant ones engaged
that a good race may be looked for, but,
all in, the best of to carry over
8.7 may account for the race. The best
of the threc-year-olds may run well, but
those of that age that have shown any
form to speak of are weighted to quite
their full deserts.

Longevity in horses is a subject to
Which reference is occasionally made.
An American authority is responsible for
the statement that tfi> oldest horse in
that part ot the worTTl is a bay gelding,
which is certified to be upwards of 47
years old. Af all events, he is a veteran
of the Mexican campaign of 185!? a me-
mento of which he carries on his uank. in
the shape of a big scar; and he was also
used as an officer’s charger In me Civil

War. For twenty years he has done no
work, and as all his teeth are gone, hia
principal food la boiled corn and mash,
upon wine, tic seems to thrive, to the

great satisfaction of his owner. Major
Mass, of Lnnlsvtnp. Kentuekv To come
near home. Bella, the grand - dam of

Zip, dam of Castashore, lived to the age

of 36 years, and what may surprise read-
ers to know had a foal at the age ot 33
years, ana at two years old this young-
ster, Lothair by name, ran second for
the first two-year-old race run on the

Wanganui racecourse. It was claimed
that a mare known as Blink Bonn’- lived
to the age of 40 years in Wanganui. She
bred foals for over twentv years, and
was owned by the Hair family, near that
town.

“Encouraging steeplechasing’* is the sub-

ject of an article in the “Town and Coun-

try Journal.” It winds up with the fol-

lowing reference to the two chief steeple-

chase courses In Australia:—“There are

many who think that the steeplechase

course at Randwick is nothing like so

severe as that at Flemington. They will

be surprised to read in the tabic given

below,that at Randwick one of the fences

— the log wall, opposite the stand—is high-
er than the stone wall, known as the

cathedral, at Flemington. The fences, to-

gether with their number, position, and
height, according to private measurement,

The last few years have witnessed a

great addition to the numbers of book-

makers doing business in Australia (says
a writer in the “Town and Country Jour-
nal” In an article dealing with the favou-
rites In races). The remark is often made

that there is not nearly so much money
betted now upon a race as was the case
some years back. Perhaps not. but we

are firmly of theopinion that more money

changes hands now over racing in a yoerr
than at any other period in Australian
history. Take the sport itself, which has

changed froi.i the old days of heats and

long distances; so has wagering. In the
betting clubs can still be found the double
book on the two Cups, but he that is

working it is invariably one of the “o’d
timers.” The most recent addition to the

“ring” Is a smart, active Individual
on figures, with a good voice, who has
the assistance of a clerk who is possessed
of excellent hearing, smart with his pen-
cil, and almost a lightning calculator.
These are the men that nowadays beW to

thousands on a race, and do it at exnress
speed. They would not be as much astray
at the old line of business as would the
old-time bookmaker, were he to try the
new system. This we have seen proved
over and over again. The old-fashioned
bookmaker,with his hctle pocketbook, fas-
tened with a clasp, and metallic pencil,
are gone for ever. The modern bookmak-
er, betting to figures, is quite satisfied
with a fair percentage, and from the bulk
of business done makes a decent living;
in some cases a fortune. Backers, how-
ever, with experience, and much racing,
have also become adepts, and rarely do

we find them so badly beaten as in the
old days. Looking over the returns of
four race meetings, which were run off

on Saturday, we find that of the 22 horses
made favourites for thedr resoective

events no less than 16 got home, while at
least four of the others were heavily

backed.

The death of the famous jockey, John

Watts, is thus referred to in an English

paper of July 20th: Upon the very thresh-

old of another Goodwood, John Watts,
who will always be held in popular re-
membrance as “the iving’s jockey,” has

passed away. He w’as seized with epi-

lepsy on Saturday week at Sandown

Park during the races, and he died in the

hospital at four o’clock yesterday
morning. Gne of the earliest messages of

condolence which his widow received
after ue death was announced was one

from His Majesty expressing his sym-

pathy with herin her bereavement. John
Watts was in himself a striking i lus-

tration of the prosperous modern jockey-
one who was ab’e to take “lortune at the
flood.” Such famous artists in the saddle
as Jem Robinson, Jonn B. Day, and
Charles Marlow did not leave enough
money to bury them. Watts won his

prosperity by hard work. He served an

apprenticeship at Houghton with Tom
Cannon, and with such a good teacher
his name quickly appeared in the list of

winning jockeys. The first successful
essay was In the Stewards’ Plate at Sal-

isoury in May, lb<u. What nominally was

Watts’ earliest Important victory was ob-

tained upon the rugged course at Lans-
down the following year. Tne Bath meet-

ing was then on- the down line, and the
Somersetshire Stakes no longer a ‘‘great’’
race. Watts won on Strudwick for Tom
Cannonby forty lengths. In 1881 he mnde

his first handicap hit with the American
horse Foxhall in the Cambrldeshlre. It

was poor Fred Archer’s constant failure
to secure this event which proved the
Inst straw in the upsetting of his mental
balance. The “classic” successes of

Watts were of the most brilliant charac-
ter. He was the hero of the two most

notable Derbies of modern times — the
“Prince’s Derby,” when our present King
secured the prize with Persimmon, and
the “Prime Minister’s Der*by“—the long-
delayed triumph of Lord Rosebery’s turf

enterprises. Besides these he rode two

other Epsom champions In Merry Hamp-
ton and Sainfoin. Five times he won the

St. Leger, four times the Oaks, tour

times the One Thousand Guineas, and
twice the Two Thousand uruineas.
Either under “retainers'* or with casual

mounts he had carried nearly every pro-

minent racing jacket known to tne Eng-
lish turf during the last quarter of a cen-

tury. In the years 1807 and 1888 he stood
at the head of the list of winning

jockeys. A year or iwo since Waits be-

came trainer, as the difficulties of keeping
down weight could not be o. In

this new department of work *.e did very
well, and his sagacity in "buying was un-

questionable.

According to an old proverb, early-
rising is conducive to health, wealth, and
wisdom. This may be so, but those

whose business takes them out in the

morning to watch the work of racehorses
will be inclined to dispute it. It is pro-

bably every bit as healthy, and certainly

more enjoyable, to be snugly curled up in

bed than to stand about a racecourse on

a windy winter’s morning. As regards

wealth, few touts are exactly overburden-
ed with it, while, as for wisdom—well, the
knowledge gained by visits to the track
is occasionally so confusing as to. put
you off a winner which you might have

backed but for allowing private form to

outweigh public form. Thus writes

“Pilot,” a Sydney scribe, who has seen

some service in the capacity of a chronic-
ler of the doings on the training grounds.

According to this authority touting at

Randwick is a much more pleasant occu-

pation now than it was a few years ago,
when to keep pace with some of the

clever division it was necessary to almost
live on the course for a few weeks prior
to the commencement of a big meeting.

Moonlight mornings were availed of for

trials, and more than one spin was

brought off as early as 3 o’clock, the

course at that time being open at all

hours. One effect of this sort of business

was to boom horses whose chances of

winning big events were small, while a

cold contracted through galloping in the

early hours settled , the prospects of more

than one good horse. An accident or
two eventually caused the committee to

regulate the hours for working, and now

the earliest at which the tracks are open-

ed is five o’clock in summer, while in

June and July they are not available un-

til 6.30, and even then very few trainers

put in an appearancewith their "©barges
until an hour later, the principal excep-

tion being W. Kelso, who believes in get-

ting through as soon as possible all the

year round. At one time Randwick was

open to anyone who wished to see the

horses at work, and the attendances oc-

casiqnally ran into hundreds. Finally
this state of affairs was considered un-

desirable, and the committee decided that

outside of owners, trainers, jockeys, and
others immediately interested, only news-

paper representatives should be admitted
to the course. Possibly the pressmen,

too, would be debarred if some of the

trainers could have their way, but even
if the training reports did not appear in
the papers, there would be very little

chance of springing a surprise on the

bookmakers, who would continue to be

well informed concerning track doings,
even if the public were not. Then, again,
some of our trainers pay as much atten-

tion to the doings of other men’s horses

as their own, and are often responsible
for booming some animal or another.

Recently it was stated that about 250
horses were in work at Randwick, and the
following on the subject of “Touting the

Training,” from the pen of “Pilot,” about
the tracks there is interesting: Numeric-

ally, Randwick is well off as regards
tracks. First of all there is the course

proper, then inside of that there is a

grass track (A), outer tan (B), which is

separated from the inner tan (C) by a

cinder track, *op dressed with sand. Next

comes another grass track (D), while in
the centre of the course there is a sand

track. The jumping division Is also well
catered for now, a recent improvement
being the formation of a mile steeplechase
schooling track. As a rule, one of the
grass tracks, in addition to one of the
tans, the cinders, and the sand, is opened
three mornings a week—Tuesday, Thurs-
day and Saturday. In wet weather it is

unusual for any of the grass tracks
to be available, and then, as the tans are

generally too heavy for use, the work
is pretty well confined to the cinders and

sand. When working on the outer tan it
is possible to cut off a lot of ground, and
if a trainer for any particular reason

should wish his horse to be credited with
a particularly good gallop on this track,
there is no difficulty about it. The inner

tan, however, is a measured track, and
anything accomplished on it can be relied
upon. Just before any of our big meet-

ings the course proper is used for final
gallops, with hurdles out about twenty-

two yards from the inner rail. Owing to
the continued wet weather none of the
Epsom candidates have done anything in

the watch-breaking line so far this sea-

son, but it may be worth remembering
that 1n the past, with the hurdles out

the distance mentioned, any horse cap-

able of running Imln 47sec has invariably
played a prominent part in the decision
of the big mile races. Most of the touts

statlqn themselves in line with the win-
ning post,*-and, except when horses are

pulled off up the straight, the time is

generally taken pretty accurately. Of
course, mistakes do occur both as to the
identity of horses as well as the time
made by them, but taking everything inr

to consideration, errors of this descrip*
tion are not too numerous. Naturally,
trainers indulge In a little dodging when

possible, and their horses will jump off at
or finish at unusual posts. However, most

adjustment of the weights,
and it is the easiest way, too, as though
the onlookers may be pretty confident a

horse is carrying more weight than in

sight, they have no line as to
When a horse comfortably beats another
one morning, and then a couple of days
later the tables are turned, it is in nine

cases out of ten a matter of weight.
There are a few trainers who do not be-
lieve in weighting horses up for dodging
purposes, contending that a big load on

an animal gallop after gallop takes a lot
of dash out of it, while it also makes a

breakdown a possibility. Then there are

trainers, men of long experience, too, who

have such a weakness for the use of the

watch that if. one of their horses shows
a particularly good gallop, it is sent along
on subsequent mornings to see if it can

clip a bit off Its previous record, with the

result that a race is often left on th®
track. -The watch, unfortunately, is not

an infallible guide to winners, as horses,
like men, are differently constituted, and
some can do much better in private than
in public. Some of the most brilliant
track gallopers have been failures with
the colours up, while others whose work
really gave them no chance, have sur-

prised everybody connected with them by
winning in good style. Still, those horses

which show best form in private general-
ly come out on top fn public, and more
particularly does this hold good in con-
nection with the big mile races run at
Randwick. Many racing men (trainers
included) profess to scoff at the use of
the watch, but all the same they are gene-
rally anxious to know what has made
the fastest time at some particular dis-
tance. and would soonerrisk their money
on the horse that has cut out a mile in,
say, Im 48s, than the one that has taken
a couple of seconds longer.
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arc as follow:—
AT RANDWICK. AT FLEMINGTON

ft in. ft Ln.
1. Logs at 1. Palings op.

home turn... 3 9i stand 4 0
2- Stone wall 3 10J 2. Stone wall 3 11

3. Palings 3 10 3. Logs 3 9
4. Logs opp. 4. Fence at

stand . 4 1* river 3 10
5. Fence . 3 71 5. Fence 3 ■’0
6. Logs at 6. Fence 3 10

drain
.. 3 9 7. Stone wall

7. Palings, off (Cathedral) 4 0

course 3 91 8. Fence (ab-
8. Brush at attoirs) 3 7

drain 3 91 9. F e r c e
9. Logs .. 3 10 (sheds) 3 7

10. Brush.. 3 8 10. Fence on
11. Palings on to course .. 3 8

to course.. 3 SI 11. Fence off

12- Fence at course 3 7

Kensington 3 9 12. Fence in
straight 3 7

13. Fence in

straight 3 9
14. Fence in

straight 3 11

TURF TALK FROM THE
SOUTH.

(By Telegraph.—Special to “Graphic.”

SOUTH CANTERBURY J.C. RACES.

CHRISTCHURCH, Saturday.
The South Canterbury Jockey Club’s

Spring Meeting was reminiscent of the
palmiest days of the club. The weather
on both days was lovely, the attendance
large, and the amount of speculation in-
dulged in may be gathered from the fact
that in spite of the opposition of a party
of cash bookmakers the totalisator re-
ceipts exceed the returns at the previous
srrlng meeting by £1024 10/. The racing
was interesting. The quality of the horses
which contested the principal events was
perhaps lower than the standard of TO
years ago, but it was high enough never-
theless to provide enjoyable spor.t. One
feature of the racing was the disappoint-
ing running of Somerled. The son of
Clanranald had been well tried at home,
and the Riccarton critics scouted thepos-
sibility of his being beaten. He was,

however, in both his engagements, and
in a measure disgraced in his Timaru
Handicap. The best that he could do was
io finish a poor third behind Count of Kol-
mar and Magnificent, and in the Rhodes
Memorial Stakes he was unable even to
get a place. Another feature of this Sat-

urday was the success achieved by horses
hailing from Lewis's stable, Ashburton.
Count of Kolmar appropriated the Ti-

Public Trust Office.

Talus 09 Estates nr thh Office:

OVER THREE MILLIONS STERLING.

Capital and Interest guaranteed

by the State.

Farther large reductions now made in

Costs of administration.

The Public Trust Offitoe seeks tobe merely
self-supporting.

Sstates under Wills or Intestacies when

eonverted into cash, andheld for beneficiaries

are credited with Interest at highest
rate, capitalised yearly, and are free of

all office charges.

Ths Public Trustee can be appointed Executor
of the Will or Codicil of any person. Advice as
to themaking of Wilis is given freeofcharge.

The Public Trustee can be appointedTrustee In

place of previously appointed Trustees or in
place of personswho wish tobe relieved of their

Trusteeship.
Ths Public Trustbb can be appointed Trustee

for MarriageSettlements, Money Trusts, Sinking
Funds, and other Trusts.

Ths Public Trusteb undertakesthe Management
ofProperty asAttorney or Agent.

The Public Trustks administers Intestates*
Estates, Lunatics* Estates, and 'Unclaimed
Lands.

Thk Public Tbusteb hasTrust Funds for invest-
menton Mortgage of First-class Freehold Secu-

rities at lowest current rateof interest. Liberal
terms for repayment.

FOR FULL PARTICULARS APPLY TO

THE PUBLIC TRUSTEE, Wellington,
Or t» •»» of tk. Amt* of th. PmW. Tnutoo <•

th. Cotow,.
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