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Mr A. Hihn, the weil-known basso,
leaves for ‘Frisco by the mai’ boat on
¥riday. Te was the Tecipient of a
Landsome prescatation from tire Or-
phans Cluh, Auckiand. fn the stape ol
a purse of sovercigus  on Saturday
evening last.

Koven's  romantie

was annaunced
the fiest time Iin

Reginald  de
apern, "Rwbin Hood,”
for presluction for
Melbouwrne at Her Muajesty's last weck.
Nr George Lydipng, the American
teuer, will take 1he part of Hobin

Moud.

This upera wis under consideration
by two amuteuc opern clubs of the
('0]""" SOME VEaTs 1go, Dbut was aban-
doped wwing fo the difficulty of obs
taiving any \ux]l\ of words or a pro-
perly macked prampt.

Wellington Opera House is the nest
after Auckland to re-open, with Mre
J. ¢, Williamson's Company. This is
on Oetoher 2, and the Pripncess, 1hun-
wilin, follows it kard on Oetober 26,
when “The Wrong Mr \\.’1i1,ht“ will
Le produced for the fivst time in New
Zealaml. Christchureh returns fo the
legitimite Just, the Theatre  Tiowal
epening for curnival week with Chas,
MacMahon's Compony, a strong or-
gutisation he is new busy forming.

On dit that « compauny organised by
Mixs Al Willaughby is to toer New

Zo nd with x play entitled  “The
Wrong Mrs Wright.,”  'The pnblic
must beware not 4o confuse  this

with the fainoas “Wreane Mpe W ht.”

T is nothing to do with ibat king of
laughier makers, amd is merely an
wpudent vebazh of the old  farce

e’

Heferring Lo the statement wade in
these columns and elsewiere in the
I'ress that Miss Sadie Deltore!li, une
der enpagement to Wirth Bros., is
the first ladyv elown to appear New
Zealal, " oof the “Weekly
'l his 15 a mistuke,
ns Ml:s Georgie Sniith=an went in the
a season of Chairini’s

Ting during
us. in Christehureh, and. §J be-
ve, several other towms in New

amdl, nud clotned for ber hus-
Bnel, Jim [Holkeway, who was il wt
the time,

Mr Clifford Walker opgus his Awck-
Iarul weason this evening, and there is
every indication that he will repeat

the trimaphs he has scared  else-
where, Mr Walker is an unguestion-
il artist, anel the keenest pleasure

iv devivable Trom all he does. Nuring
his st Auckland Mr Walker was
anfortamtely lid up fur a day or so,
Ut nt the tune of wriling was com-
pletely recovered, and looking  as
bright nud cheery an ever. These
Aucklamders who lhove not alremly
mude their wminds wp to atteml his
entertninment ace councilled ta da en.
Ko more inleresiing or retined nand
enjayable recitals have ever beea
xiven In the ¢onlony,

Perth (W.A.), by Mr Willinmsen's
Dramatic Company. The members of
this combination include many well-
kuown actors and aciresses familiar
to N.Z, including Mr Harry Plimmer,
Mr Lumsden Hare, Mr J. B. Athol-
wooul, Miss Mahel Tane, Misa AMay
Thevalier, Miss Nina Herbert, Miss
Minnie ‘Terry, ancd Misa Jolia Merton.

M. Jean de lieszke, the famous
tenor  singer, suwddenly  ferminnted
his engagement at Covent  Garden

—iu the middie of the operatic season
took himesell to the I'aris
pera House, to which it is said he
intends to devote all his time in fo-
ture. le is alleged 1o bave declored
that he will never smg in-London
again, but what his grievance may be
remains a secret for the present.
Eondoners regret his Ioss, for, bike
Melba, e is incamparable in certain
purts, buet his threwt that he will
never come back to Covent Garden is
not taken seriousiy. I is regarded
as merely an ehullition of the aviis-
tic tewperament.

Latest news, it
won Barmett states that “his trium-
phal march aeross the f\nupndes has
continned uninterrupted  in Houih
Afriea.” Af Durban, whence his
Intest Jetter is duted,y he found nd-
vanes booking of £3000 on his arcival.
Similar gratifying results await him
at Johanuesburg, Kimberley, FPort
Elizabeth, and Capetown. Al this,
too, has been  accomplished  with
stock piays, steh as “liamlet,” “Vir-
giniue” snd “Oihello,” The small
amount of accommodatian permitied
by the railway authorities forbade
the production of “Quo Vadis?" and
Mr Barreit's play on Alfred the Great
—**I'he Christian King.”

Magprie Moore seemns to have picked
up some fairly good
Aaneriea this Jast trip (says a “Lulle-
tin™ writer). “The Widow from Ja-
pan,” for instance, is a wililly im-
probable name-part calevlated to suit
Maggie very well, She descends nnen
the household of her #on-in-law as a
gildy actvess fram Japan, and when
hie h palmed her off s sowmehody
¢lse, 2nd gane mad after the manner
of il yoeung hushands who descend
to deecit in farcical eomedies, the
calamitens visitor turns oni to be his
Tz ed moether-in-lvw, This must
b e fIrs! case an stage tecord of
iplhump Ludy pretouwding o be  the
aciress who greed to {ickle her dangl-
ter's hushand befo, ¢ he lapsed inta
respeetnble married life.  And a new
brand of mother-in-law deser =es oni-
cauragentent, anyhow. -

comedies  in

The splendicd send-off aceorded My
Alf. Hi, the talented New Fealand
compaser, prior to his departure from
Sydney. demsmstrates the estimatiou
in which this clever and  brillinnt
musicat althor was helld in the Neir
Bouth Wales capiial. The Governor
presided, and theve was not a musienl
soeiety  in Bydney  rmareprescnted,
while such a gathering of musical
celebrities has never been hefore seen
at any cancert of the sort in the capi-
tal.  Mr Hill is to be aceorded n fit-
ting weleome on his atrival in Wel-
lingion, The commposer’s “llinemon,™
wlhich wus the main attraction &t this
farewell  concert in NSOV, is now
in vebearsal by the Aurklomd Laieder-
tufel, ted by the Aacklinul Ama-
tour Upera Chel, amd the two coneeris
which are 10 be given nu Sepfember
1M wnal t1th shonld he swinently
muceersful, us the Anekland  Lieder-
tafel ave famous fur the excelence of
their chorus work, nml the most emi-
fent and popular solaists of the Opera
{lub are taking the elicl paris, A
scelion of the Upera Club alse ussiat

is suid, of M Wil- -

tbe Liedertafel in  the clhorus, mnd
miuce the convert is for their benefit
it iw hopecdt members who have hither-
to itled and absented themselves will
fuor very shume's sake come forward
awd practise diligently.

Concerning  Oinguevalli's  unigue
feat of vatching & heavy caunon ball
upon his neck from a dizey height, he
told an interviewer  how he
learned the trick;—"I begnn learning
with & wooden ball, weighing about
one puund. Even then it often knock-
«d me unconscious. But I kept on
practiving, and gredually increased
the weirht f the ball. Yes, 1 cafch
it on the back of my neck, Of eourse,
if 1 made the least mistake tThere
would be u bad acvident. After-
wards [ throw ihe ball into the air
ond cateh it on the edge of a plate.
1 can’ do the zame feat with azn egg.
1 practis:d the tirick for nine ycars
befure I performed it in publie™

Every large theatre in the volony is
now closed save only those cecupied
i)y the variety companies of Mr Dix
and Mr Harry Rickurds. The first to
re-ope will be the Auwckland Opera

House, which has to be finished by

September ¥2pd, when the famous
Musgrove Comedy Compaay, with
that prime favourite Nellie Stewart
in the lead, ia booked 1o oppear. The
contractors are- working night and
day, and are conlident of bring ible
ig vonelnde the work in time, but, ag
will b seen from a photo taken fasg
week, aud pro ‘ueed in another part of
this isspe; there is  a . sinpendous
amoint yet to be done, and it will ba
a truly splendid “tour de foree™ if
the house Is thrown open on the pro-
mised night.. The decision of the
Arbitration Court as to the payment
of the night shifts must be an ex-
coedingly  heavy blow  to  Messrs.
Huatchinson and Son, and means large
finuncial loss. 1t is already exident
by the way that the new dress circle
will be an immnense improvemeut on
the oid, from g spectator’s point of
view, but one is. sorry to wee the
beautiiul iron scroll work has been
removed. It was a distinet and grace-
fu] feature of "he Opern House, ahd
was frequently the subject of admir-
ing remark by visitors. It now graces
the outside baleony, or brond por-
tiere, over the dress cirele entrance.
This porticre will be an immense
improvement to the Opera Howse,
hot merely ns a convenience on. wet
nights, but ax a lounge in summer.
It aiso makes an nd(huonal escape
in casc of fire.

Wilheimf, the great violinist, who
bas settled in London as a teacher,
has purchased the famens Joseph
CGuoarnering violin for £2000, The in-
sirumenit belonged to the Iate Mr
orge  Hart, the well-known vielin
pert, and was conriiered a sacred
possession af the family. On  the
death of Mr Hart all the violin con-
nnisseurs of the world offered to buy
the ircasure, but Mr George Hart,
Jn, refused to part with it, even to
Wilbelmj, who had coveted the instru-
wment for many years. A couple of
weeks aro the great violinist ealled
on Mr Hart. possibly with some hope
that the Guarnerium might change

.“We can’t be out of

hands. He-played Bach's “Cloconne®
on it, and #o faceivated Mr lart, that
he exclaimed: “You are the ouly per-
son to whom 1 wonld part with that
tiddle.® “Then jt iz mine” reptied
the professor, and carried it off. The
fittingas of the violin are sumptuous,
The initials of Quarneriunx, ol the
date, 1747, are waorked in diamonds on
the tailpiece, and the pegs and buiton
are set with Jirmends. snd rubies.
The case iz ®=aid to be worth £,
It ia of solild silver, decorated with
arabesques aml other ornamenta-
tioms.

Now that Melba has started on her
voyage to these parts we may in
earnest begin to =ave our pennies and
prepare for the much-boomed treat.
How many smurt people are going to
stand the high prices is a conundrum
(writes  “Ina” in anm Australian
paper). Three members frim  one
fanily mean three pounds. Three
pmmds mgmfy the valuve of many
precioas luxuries beyond the means
of the smart and fairly well to do
gsection of 1he commaunity. This is
not the class who can content itself
with a back seat.
be dénc? Many are in a quandary.
But 1 fancy all will make a gigantic
and unprecedented effort -to flash

Then what is to

forth in the sosereign seats on the’

srand occasion of Melba's coming.
it,” “We must be
extravagant Joronce,”“Weshall bave
our pound for Melba's voice or die in
the attermpi” is what one hears on all
sides. And that’s just what one
might expeet from Ausiralians when
it is one of their own in guestion.
The “Worst Woman in London,” ag
depicted in Walter Melville’s melo-
drama at Melbourne Royal, proves to
be no worse in action iban the ad-
venturess in 1he average melodrama
(says the “Critic””). She is 2 womnn
with a very vivid past, and it is said
to have been the cheerful occupation
wf her luminvus yonth to Jdrag
wealthy young gentlemen down to
ruin, and on an average she has drag-
ged one 8 month apparently, which
shows how a woman can be a drag
on a man when she makes up her
mind to it. Francis Vere, the biggest
bad lot in the modern RBabylon,
worms herself into 1k¢ happy home
of Mr Stirling White, a wealthy mer-
cantile person with disgnsting side
whiskers caleulated to destroy all
syumpathy, and make the most ve-
spectable persons wish the Wickedest
Woman the best of luck in doing him
brown. The ednscqguences in  the
shape of murders, and misery, and
fires, and sensations of the kinrd are
¢gnite  uzual, and the miracatons
eseape of 1he heroine from the burn-
ing building is very like o
miracle staged by Holloway. Ander-
son’s hero eseapes by telephone;
Hollownys eseaped by telegraph;
tlint in the only difference. .

“Wwet Paint” we often see apout,
And wlzely keen our distance;
Advice Hke that ia geod, no doubt,

Ang valuzble assiletance.
But there's ont thing more
atiil, -
0Of that you can make sure,
By driving off your cough or gchill
With WOODS GREAT FEPPERMINT
CUPRER,

precioun

EADY’S MUSIC WAREHOUSE

112, Queen Stireet, Auckland,
HAS A CHEAP. LARGR, AND VARIED SELECTION OF

Music and Musical Instruments

ACCORDEONBS—Glorin and Traparial, from 7e. 8d.
MOUTH-ORGANS--Hobuer's 1s., 1a, 8d., 2a,, Zx, 84, upwards.
MANDOLINES -Italian, French, and A
GUITARS Awmerican and Spanish, 30w,, £2, etc.
VIOLINBS from 12m, 8d., also by Celebratcd Makors,

JEROME THIBEOUVILLE-LAMY'S

Bond for deullnd Catalogne

from 30s, up

BRASS BAND INSTRUMENTS,

and ses what Bandmanters
¥ of their valno and quality.

Any lnlom-tlon regardicg Iostromentsa snd Formatiom

of Bandu sent on application,

A. EADY & CO., 12, Queen Street, Auckland,
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