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manner In. which they had fought
angd the consideration and kindness
wherewith tltey had treated the
Britisk  prisoners, inciuding the
wounded. He concluded with warm
wishes for their future. ’

The generals feelingly acknowledg-
#d the Eing's gracious sentimeuta.

They afterwards lunched with Lord
Kitchener. They were cheered dur-
ing the journey from Southampton
to London.

They informed thbe mewspaper Te-
presefitatives that they were de-
lighted and much atruck with the
King'a reception of them., The Eing,
on the deck of the Royal yrcht, went
towards the gangway on their arrival
and after the introduction shook
hands with each. Later on he imn-
troduced therr to the Queen and
Princese Vietoria.

The Boer leaders during the voy-
age did not recéive an official invita-
tion to the naval revlew. -

They explained on beard the
_ Nigeria that urgent family reasons
called them to London, wishing
to meet thelr relatives, but they
forthwith arranged to return nx Sun-
day and see the King. After the
audience they were conducted. at the
Kinp's request, through the lines of
warships.

The “Times”™ says that while it is
right to show respeect to & brave
enemy, and reasonable to accept
their assurances of fidelity. the
exuberance of emotion shown by
London erowds was much in excess

of what was sppropriate sand wn-
worthy of fhe spirit in which the
struggle was conducted on  both

sides,

Large crowds in the pouring rain
cheered the departing Boer Generals
when they left for Holland.

They authorised a statement that
they were going to the Continent to
greet Kruger and Steym, and woveld
return at an early date to transact
business. .

They acknowledged the many invi-
tations apd kind messages of welcome
they had received in  London, and
etated that the only reason they were
absent from the naval review was
that they felt it was imprcper to ap-
pear in the Royal presence until they
had replaced the garments which
they had worn aboard the BSaxon,
with more snitable costumes.

They swere enthusiastic in
praise of the King's kindness.

Botha declared that he would keep
his own counscl as interviewers had
so0 oftenr misconstrued him.

Wolmarans, Dr. Leyds, and the
municipal authoritics weleomed the
Borr generals on their arrival at Rot-
terdam.

All the vessels in the harbour. in-
eciuding the Britsh, were dressed. with
flapa, and great public eathusisain
was shown. A similar reception took
place st the Hague, crowds in the
streets cheering loudly.

The Bcer generals had three hours’
interview with Eruger at Utrecht.

He closely guestioned them as to
the attitude of the burghers under
the new regime, and expressed him-
self disappointed at their repiies, and
said the members of the local com-
mittee hoped the Boer ‘republics
would soon be re-established. The
generals ignored the remark. The
extremists in Holland are irritated at
their attitude. The generals have
mbandoned their tour through Hal-
lamd.

De Wet has completed a hisfory of
the war. Botha and De la Rey are
writing the preface.

The "“Standard’s”” Brussels corres-
pondent. states that Fischer. Wessels
and Wolmarans intend to take the
oath of sllegiance and apply for per-
mission te return to South Africa.

Kruger is bittetly disappouinted ot
the generals* determination fo loyally
adhere to the peace terms.

Botha declares that it is the bur-
ghers' duty to respect the laws and
Lecome foithful subjeets of the King.
. De TWet is pressing Levds for docu-
mentary proof of the alleged promise
of M. Delcasse, Miniater for Foreign
Affalrg, to intervene prior to the issue
of the Boer ultimatum.

There are indications that the Noer

tnelr

colony is deserting Drussels for
Dresden. .
The Boaer generals and a great

pomber of the public were present
ut the laying of the late General Lu-

ca2 Meyer's body in & temporary
vault in the Ixellea Cometery, Brus-
sela.

THE PREMIERS IN EXGLAND,

‘Ths “TImes” adrizes Sir E. Barton
to take a larger vlew of the problems
of Australian politics, Instancing
the growing discontent in Queensland
with ihe policy and conduct of the
Federal Gorernment,

Mr. Seddon, speaking at Leeds,
complained of the heary dues charged
for the warehousing of wool in Lon-
don, and suggested the warehousing
of samples unear the points of con-
aumption.

THE NAVAL REVIEW.

Prior to the dispersal of the war-
ships the King, on tha Royal yacht,
escorted by 40 torpedo-boats, the Al-
berta and other yachts, traversed the
line= eastwards and anchored at St.
Helens. A gale wns raging at the
time and the weather was misty, with
occasional torrents of rain., The fleet
thep steamed seaward in two col-
umnos. The foreign warships present
paraded before the King, saluting and
manuing yards a8 they passed. The
King's parting message to the fleet
was: “A magnificent sight. Splendid
arder kept.™

THE SHAH.

‘The Prinece of VWales, Lord Ruberia
and high fnnctionacies of State offi-
cially welcomed the Shah of Persia,
who was magnificently dressed. Iie
wore a diamond in the cenire of a
black fex, tihree emeralds on each
shoulder epaulette, a gold-jewelled
chuin arver the shoulder like a sash
and a heavily-jewelled sword beltard
scimitar. He was accompaunied by a
brilliant suite. A guard of honour,

consisting of the 1st Life Guards,
escorted the Shah to  Mariborough
House, apd troops lined the route.

The crowds gave the Eastern poten-
tate an enthusiastic reception, snd
the Shah  was greatly pleased.
The Prince of Wales in the even-
ing represented the King at a State
banquet at Buckingham I'zlace, given
in the Shab’s homour. There wers
60 guests.

The Shah of Persin held a recep-
tior of Yritish Ministers and foreign
diplomatists, and subseguenily, me-
companled by the Prince of Wales
and Prince Arthur of Connaught, at-
tended the Fmplre Theatre, a de-
tachment of Household Cavalry es-
eorting the party.

The Shah visited the ¥ing on
board the Raral yacht in the Solensg
and had a two hours’ interview. He
received the Grand Cross of the Order
of 5t. Michael and 8t. George.

A gnnmer, while firing the Shah's
salute on board the warship Victory,
was Lilled, the charge exploding pre-
maturely.

The Shah of Persia has +visited
TWestminster Abbey, Maxim's works
and the Hippodrome.  The Shah is
an object of intense intetest to the
Londoners.

The Sbah of Persia was present at
& review of artillery at Woolwich.
He also inapected the arsenal, and
was greéatly impressed.

The Shah. visited Windsor and
placed a magnificent wreath on Queen
Victoria’s tomb. Later on he attend-
ed the Crystal Palace, where a re-
cord exhibition of firewnrks wasa
held, seventy thousand spectators
being present. -

THE AUSTHALIAN DROUGHT

OVELR.

Relief has at last come to a [argre
portion  of the drovght-stricken
Breas. .

Useful raing have fallen in the
north-western districts and nleng the
Queenslund berder, and lighter rains
over Riverina and the coanstal dis-
tricts.

At Bourke aver an inch and a-half
was registered, and at many stations
over the Darling River coantry equul-
1y geod reentids are reported, while it
is <tiil raining. .

The good news wa3 Teceived with
much rejoicing tn the e¢ity. In the
Assembly the Premier, in referring
to the Lreak up of the dronght, said
the House would join with him in
expresaing devout thankinlarss to the
Almighty for the rainfull, which
meant the saving of much wenlth and
the alleviation of wuch suflering.

Despite the rain, which excepting
in scattered areas ia far short of re-
qulrements, the cutlovk ia exceeding-
ly gloomy., and worse times, with
great shortage of stock, ure pre-
dicted on all hands.

As a sample of the hardshipa of the
stock owners, one station alope
spent £30,000 during the last three
moenths te keep the slheep alive.
The fuodder imported into New
South Wales, not including vast quan-
titles which came direct over the
bordet from Vietoria, and Soutk Aus-
tralia, -gince the commeocement of
the year, is valued at over a million
sterling. Lately the rate has been
£30000 a week., The Sydney
water aupply question Is beconing
dally more acute, and the Buthorities
are adoptibg more siringent meaa-
ures to keep down the consumption.

The Federal Government having re-
fused to suspend the fodder duties,
and the other State Premiers not
being favourable to the suspension,
the Premier of New South Walea
atates that he 1s opposed to the New
South Wales Goveroment accepting
the responsibillty. . He, however,
offers the services of an experienced
commercial man who will purchase
fodder for the pasteoralists in the
best market. The Government will
charter steamers for the carriage of
all the fodder required without charpg-
ing any eecwmnmnission. The Premier's
offer means that stoek owners will
get fodder at practically cost grice.
He estimates that at least £100,000
worth of fodder Is required weckly.

The movement in faveur of the sus-
pension of dutirs or concessiona to
assist in the import of fodder is
sgain being vignrously pressed in all
partg of the State.

The bot-fly bas made its appearance
in the Murrumburrah diatricl, and is
epusing alarm, in view of its possible
recrudescence,

A MELBOURNE TRAGEDY.

A man named Tiersler has confess-
ed to the murder of Sargal, a furmer
at Dandencng, who last Sunduay week

- was fourd dead at the bottem of a

Tierzler alleged that
he kad - illicit rejations with
Mrs Sargal for the past twelve
months. She pestered him into kill-
ing her husbtand, constantly decliring
that her life wos miserable with him.

She arranged with Ticreler to come
on the night of the urder, and
showed o light in the window when
her busbund was asleep.

Ile was adwmitted to the bedroom,
and she stood at the dvor waiching
while be beat the man to death in
his sleep.

Bhe then assisted to throw the body
into a well, cleaned up the bloed, and
concocted a story of suicide,

Bhe gave Tiersler £2 when leaving,
and arranged that he shoul@ return
to live with her. 2

well,

ALPINE FATALITIES.

An unprecedented number of fata-
lities have occurred on the Alpa this
#eason. The victims were tourists
of varfous mnationalities, amd they
were mostly wcapmpanied by guides.

Three more acidents to tourists
have oveurred in the Alpz, with two
fainlities.

Twe Fnelishmen, hbrothers, who
left to ¢limb the Wetterhorn, in the
Bernese Alpas (over 12,000 feet in
height), are missing,

Nearly 40 Alpiue fatalities have
occurred thia season. The two Eng-
ishmen reported ns missing at the
Wetterhorn were killed by lightning,
ag were also their two guides.

The two Englishmen, brothers. kill-
1 on the Alps were named Praran.
One wns n London corate and the
other n Government factory inspec-
tor.

Petoily to hand stale thiat while

they were away elimhing the Wetter-
hovrn q teerific stoarm oecurrl en tha
Tuesday night. On Thorsday, ax they
aand

did not rerarn, all the guides
elimbers  at Grindetwald, inelad
anotlicr Brother of the 1wo mi
men, fornied search parties.

They divvcoveraid the hodies of the
curnfe and his puide at the summit
of the mountain.

The storm ‘eorried the otler
over @& precipleo.

two

THE DEAYTON QRANGE.

The chief wflicer of the Drayton
Grange guve evidence 1o the effect
that the troopers prevented him put-
ting up berths intended for the sick,
mefzed the timber, and threstened to
“blanket” him. He bud the greatest
dilflculty In gettiog them to clenn
their gquarters, which were somriimen
not touched for days. 1 he cormmand-
ing officer’s aid bad to Dbe obtained.
There was & great lack of disciplice.
The men used Althy and abusive lan-
guage to the ship's and their own
officers.

The chie! steward’s accounts dis-
closed a heavy liguor consumption on
the part of the officera.

At the Drayton Grange Inquiry
Capiain Bennett, the master, was ex-
amined. He said he did not know
the exact nvember on bosard the
troopship. Approximately they were
paid for 1940 men and 41 ofticers.
He belisved there were a number of
slowaways, . 1{e consldered there was
ample aleeping, lairina and lavatory
accommodation and ventilation. The
men  inmsisted on clesing the ports
at night against the rules. e at-
tributed a large amuunt of the sick-
ness to the uncleanly habita of a
number of the men. They malicious-
ly destroyed the shower baihs and
electric lamps. The troops half the
time were in a siate of semi-mutiny,
and were 3 most iosubordinate lot,
The officers and everrbody else hagd
the  uimost dificulty in handling
them. e believed that had the ofi-
¢ers gone to the extreme and arrest-
ed some there would hase heen open
wutiny. Thesr rrmarks applied to
the great majority. There was a lot
of drinking on board. Some of the
officers were guilty of c¢xceuss in this
direction. He mentioned that the
New Zealand  troops iaken to tha

*Cape in the vesael had the snme ham-

miocks, spnee and messing provision
as on the present voyage.

The second officer (Mr RBlay) de-
pesed that there was a large amount
of drunkennesa and ganmbling. The
latter was openly permitted. He gave
evidence similar to the captain’s in
roference to the sessel not being
overcrowded and to the dirty habiis
end insnbordination of a number of
the men. He consilered that if the
officers had exercised more authority
early in the voyage things would
koate gune mueh more orderly, and
they sould not have had so much
troubla. The sickness wns just one
of those epidemics which will Lreak
out among a large body of men.

The third officer suid he had saniled
In vessels carrying New Zealund
troopa. They hagd nnt mote raom in
proportinn, but there was discipline,
and consequenily no trouhle. ITe as-
serted fhere was much laxity on the
prrt of the military officers and a lot
of drunkenness pmongst the men.

Burgeon-Captnin Fullerton  snid
it mever slruck him that the
vessel wos particularly dirty,
though if woa not a clean ahip.

The men were not a véry clean Ink.
During the vovage between aix and
seven hundred were on the hands of
the doctors, He considered Dr.
Shields took ton many duties upon
himself. He declined the offers of the
other doctora to relleve him. Ha did
not think that any good would have
been done by landing the sick at
Albany.

Colonel Lyster, being reonlled, said
the men made every effort dmily te
keep the decks clean. e formed the
opinion that Dr. Shiels was nervous
and unable 10 meet the extraordinary
condition of affairs. He hiad the same
opinion abont the coptain of  the
stramer, He hiarried sway from Dnr-
Bou before his fime. Wirness had no
time to oo inte wffuitrs, and only rea-
lisel the erowd when he gnt 1a sea.
The shortawre of Jdrngs was  not re-
ported to him 1l a conple of days
BLefare reaching Albany.

Tientenant - Unlone) Corrlapgton,
rommanding the Third Dushmen, in
«aid the vondoet of his
men on board wos exeellest. Tr was
nb=olufely  impe Te to enatry  out
the regulations owing to want of deck
spave.  Nothing conld  po-<ibly hie
Better 1han the di-cipline, D Shiclds
was ineapable of expressing an opl-
nion as o d pline.  The drunken-
ness wnr ltrgely caused by the ship's
peopie supplying liquor. After the

hix evidence,




