530

THE NEW ZEALAND GRAPHIC

Baturday, August 30, 1808

and though The Victory has dcaerted at
Caulfleld, he remains here. Galtea More,
WYerns, Robato, Bilreet Arab. 8ir Evan,
and & few three-yrar-olds with nathing
special to recommend them have dropped
out, but there are No Aurprisas. Oownerea
have now the privilege of keeping horses
in untll & week brsfore the race. when
they can grt out for another three sove-
relgns.’ Nonelte's owner probably overs
looked tha fact thal forfelts wera due.
Bydney penclilecy, are quating Nonetie at
X to L

The A.J.C. lcenming committea have
deefded upon making a distinetlion in the
Jlcensing of trziners. Only tralnern who
have aubtable stables—either thelr own or
rented — will be permitted to tratn at
Rapdwick. Anyone making apnlieation
wiil have to satisfy the committee on this
point. It is thaught In this way to im-
prove the status generally of trainers,and
check the overcrowdlng of the tracks
with horees. 1t is fownd neceasary to Limit
{ne tralnerm operatng at Randwick, and
if possible reduce their numbera. Train-
g1s unable ta satlsfy the committee in ra-
gard to the preteanslons and accommoda-
tion of thelr premlses will be llecnsed to
traln on other courses. In the case of
truiners taking horses to Sydney to be
ruced at AJ.C. meetings they will be
granted permity 0 work at Randwlck,
but trainers visliting the metropolla to
race horses at any nf the suburban meet-
jngs will not have i1hls privilengeextended
ip them. About 27 horses are al present
41 work at Handwick.

At lost stipendlary stewards are to he
trled un 1he metropoiitan and suburban
that they phall be Instalied for the metro-
polltan racing dlstrict of New Bouth

Wales. Thls declsivn was arrived at by
the A J.C. committee recentiy, and the
maiter of detalls for earryloz the new

departure Into efeet wlll be considered.
T'he scheme will entail ¢xpense, but De-
tween a number of clubs 1t will ba no-
thlng consldersble. The cost wiil ke di-
vlded amung those concerned. No daubt
@fler tha matter of the new anpointmenta
hur been fully gone Into promot Action
wlil- be taken., Rumour has been busy
with the names of mecn llkely to be re-
quested to act, but It ls qulte likely thers
will be dlsappolntment when the selec-
tion la made. There will be none on the
part of the sporting public If Indenen-
dent, capable, and lmpartial atewards
cau be tound, and, if sq. the =port la sure
10 beneft as a result .

At Elierslle on Hatorday a lot of good
work wup ot through. Jewellery, alune,
Grey Seatpn, Lavalette, und Lavaliere,
in company, galleped a mile well Drudee
fnished in front of Manifesto over Bix
furivngd. Heddington and Rasella each
dld good worklng gullops. Sans Puer and
Kumo galtoped three furlonga on the
course proper. keepiog togsther. Naonrtlg
assisied by Geordle, over four furlangs,
and by Ragabrash over the last five fur-
longs, galloped a litle over a mile and a
quiuarter jn gosd siyle. " Formuia fraversed
a miie Muslkerdale running home the jast
half mile with her. Stepaway and Glad-
{yla =ilpped alung fast over six furlongs,
and Spalpeen and [riah registered a simi-

lar task. ILielburn, with Geologlst te
aesist the last Ave furlengs, ot over a
circuit of the grass al a sound pace.

PowerBul, Mobs and others aiso worked,
After the adjournment Enr  breakfast,
Matamataharckeke, Bloejacket and Land-
togk «did a uscful gallop in company over
eslu furiongs, [das and Val Hosa Lravers-
ed six furlougs fast, Gipsy jumped a few
of the fepcces. Urange and Dlue had more
to suy than Lavadel over {lve furlongs, in
which Hypatia jolned after a4 furlong
had been traversel. Cordon Roonge and
Delania had a three furlung spin, and
were brought home by Nonctle'a sbater,
Camille, Elohar®y and a wumber of othera
were at work later an.

*Vigllant," af the London “'Spartsman,”
saya: ‘It 8 a curions thing that [n Austra-
lia they are begloning to tire of 8L
Blmon blpod, declaring Lt 1o be soft and
delicate, fuxt hecause somre of the Haut
Brions da not stand knocking &bout like
the old celenta)l Unes of VYatiendan,
Flaherman. et¢. In the last race won by
Revenue (son of Trenton), he atarted very
slowly, and wan rddrn under the whip
fur o mile. unitimately winoing easily. A
writer In the “Australaslan™ asks; Where
wlil you find n 91. Simon who could stand
this? Tell, T firmly belleve Willlam tha
Third would atand It. Endeed, he got
plenty of atlck last year on sevgral occa-
stong, but it i3 surely betier not to need
the whip than mereiv to be able ta #land
it. One does not associate St Simon and
Galobln brilllancy with whips and spurs,
nor daoes this class of horse thrive un the
terrihly mearching preparation which the
Australlan tralnera glve ta Lhe hardy de-
sceudnuts of Mueket, Flshernian, aod Yat-
tendon. Nor. It muy be. does 1t mytt them
te run an cach »f the four dafs of a
mectlng. 1though Bceptre and Willlam the
Third would pot fatl en that score But
it the Australian teainers wanld  treat
their St. Bimon-bred hurses with mare
consblerntlon. inatead of galloping all the
life und tire aut of them, they world flud
It better businesa than abusing ethe re-
sulls uf Lhelr own bandiwork,”

Trotting stands upan a muoch higher
footlux 10 Franee than It Jdoee in Eug-
hunil, and the Minlaler of Agriculture was
present In Bils oficlal capacliy st the eon-
tent gver Lhe St Cloud caurse.s for the
ruce known an thr Prix du Prestdent de
la Republlquae, seith £2000 added, for three-
year-olds. Thir prize da gIven with & view
fo encourax~ the breeding of trottera
piye an exchange, and it ka, of course, the
rlehestl erutting prize In the worlld, though
in the Exhibitlon year lts  value was
dounlled for that s=lngle occosion. All the
ofliclals of the Minlatry of Amriculture
wrre prescnt, nefuding M. Horney, wha
had bern appointed LHrector of the Go-

vernment Haran in succession to M. Pla-
xzen. who has been a fregquent purchaser
in England of late yeurs. and the race
was a very Interesting one. for thera
were 21 starters, tha winner, a brown colt
by Jamea Watt—Moshowa, sccomplishing
the dlatance (a mile aAnd slx furlongs) in
4m 2=, heating the aecond by 4s. and the
third by 4js, and the fourth by 8s. Tha
winner had the race in hand all the way.
and the victory was a very popular one,
to judge by the cheering which greeted It,
but this is not murprislng. far the stable
to which he belongs runa its horaes very
piralght, es. for the matter of that, most
of the ownera of troiting horsea do In
France. We have a colt in New Zea-
land who showed & better averange rate
of apeed than that quoted at the same age,
in Rihbonwood, whoe covered two milea
in 4m B3

Just now the following on the sublect
of Insuring jockeyd, from the Bydney
““Referce,” shauld have an especial inte-
reat In New Zealand, seelng that the Rac-
ing Conference have had the sublect un-
der conslderation:—A apecial arranga=-
ment for inauring Jockeya agalpat acel-
dent or death whilat fallowlng their pro-
fesslon has been proposked In Adelaldae,
and, it in sald, 13 lkely to flnd favour
with the racing bodles In that Btate.
There will be no objection to wsuch a
scheme. tf 1t can be carried out without
tao muoch girain upon the pockefs of those
cuncerned, and the Idea la well worthy of
conslderatlon.  Jockeys run considerable
rieks, and when lald by as the result of
aceldehts do not get too much out of the
fund kept for that purpose. Those not
well-off muat, therefore, be comnsiderabiy
pinched fur funds until they have under-
gone repalrs, and a provialon by which
tuey wauld be enutled o asslsiance
peama to be a wise one. The payment of
a hxed sumn in case of fatal injuries Is
just am much to be recommended, for
niost Jockeya, ke other people, have Te-
[atlves more or less dependeunt on them.
An Accldeni Insurance Co. in Adetalde
Las submltied a acheme which would ro-
quire the payment of a premium of £12
1%/ Ior each day’m racing, to be pald by
*lLie ciubx on a three yeary conuacr. Joc-

kEeys woud be entitied to a paymeni of 30/ .

a week whilst incapacitated by acclident
(with a 12 months’ limit), and £200 would
be aveliable in case of a faial accldent to
auy autharised representatlve. Bome such
acheme seems to be advlsable, it 1t can ba
found workable without too much @im-
culty ar any undue eirain in finding the
cost of 1t

A number of the vislters from Auckland
to tha New Zealand Grand Natlonal
meetlng have returncd, and spealk In the
hlghe=st terms of the receptlan tney re-
celved at the hands of Soluthern sports-
men. They found the weather somewhat
colder at Riccarton than ia experiencad
at this season of the year In Awciiand,
but a warm welcome and good fortuns
that attended most of them made the
trip an enjoyahle one. Vislita to several
of the igcal stables and the private stude
of Mr G. . Stead at Yaldhurst, and of
Mz J. B. Reid, of Canawle, Ricearton,
left behlud plcasurable recallectlons, and
nearly all are eathusziastic over the aplen-
dld enntests that they witnessed at the
New Zealand Trottlng Club's winter meet-
Ing, which attracted Buch large attend-
ances of the publle. It is estimated that
the alteniance on the opening day of the
New Yealand Grand National meetlng,
which was sald to be a record oue, wus
not perhzps so large as on the opening
day of the Auckland Racing Club's Great
Northern Steeplechase meeting, and on
the second and third days had fallen off
very conalderably. One thing that atruck
them was the presence in the paddock of
bookmuakers calllng the odds and hetting
In the vielnity of the totalisators. and
they think that the pecsistence of tha
bookmakers in such a course must In
time aperate to their dlsadvantage. They
prefer the Auckland system kn settlng
gpart a portion of the grounds for licensed
men.

Tt 1a praohable that the Warks Com-
miltee of the Auckland Racing Club will
met ahout gettlng s sand track made at
Ellerslis with the advent of filne wea-
ther. The number of horses in work at
the headquarters of racing continued to
Increase, and a track of {bis kind ia
really wanted there to cope with the ra-
quirements of tralnern The committes
cannot atart too soon in wetting the sand
branght to thelr rallway crossing, and
the track formed. In my opinicn tha
pest mand track could be made by con-
wverting the half of the grasa irack neareat
the tan Iuto one, while the o!d plouxh,
which has really dene Httle service, couid
be furmed properly and then carefully
lald down far a grasse gallop. The pre-
sent gruss gallop cannot be made a good
ane without belng lowered Bnd levelled
{n pluces, whereas the present plough,
which la seldom wused, could be made an
excellent ane. There are practical men
on the committee who might do worss
than consult with the trainers at “Ellers-
ke on the subject, as there are many little
pelnts that are worth consldering, much
a% A better grade and the throwing up
of at leamt onc of the turns, which :s
somewhat abrupt. The tan track, which
has bern of such great acrvice, wWas un-
furtunately made a IM1le tad narraow
when Iald down, and Im many piaces
Inkirad of earth being cxravatea a3 &
bed for the atons foundation, the gronnl
shouid hove been ralred. Thepe are littla
mattern that are learned by experizhce,
which in the putting down of fur:h
trucks can be turned to geood accouitl.

It meems to L& & general, or T shoukl
say an almost general, opinion that the
Auckland Roclng Club Intend to eppoint
ancother starter 1 placa of Mr Georwe
Cutts, who has held office for some years,
T belleve longer than oy official sver did

before. Bo much has beon assumed, con-
sequent upon the decislon come 10 at &
mesting of the new commitice held tha
weak after thelr election. when othar
ofMcinls were slected by tham, to leavs
ths appolntment of a starter in abeyance.
I.ast veur applicatlons wers invited for
tha puwition, and & number of aapirants
had their ¢laims conrsidered, but 1t was
resolved to reinetate Mr Cutts as the
manipulator of the barrier, = compll-
ment to thelr old servant thus baing

ld. Blace 80 much really depends upon
he way In which felds of horses ars
deapaiched, the gueastion that cluba have
1o decids ig how to securs the mervices
of the beat men to do thes work. Bmart,
competant men, with the esssntial guall-
tics of firmness and fairne: men who
will command and exact from

condition of things mist npiurally have
an enervating effect uvpon tha publle
mind, and it la littls wonder that, wader
the influence of retrenchment and tha
Imposition of & drastic income tax, wilh
an all toos dismal cutlook for a recovery,
npprehiension should have reuched lis
epldemic stage. Day by day the votaries
of pessimiam &re strengthening their
forces, and now even tné strongheld of
the turf ls being assallsd. The nota of
warnl ded by the t of the
Queenaland Turf Club, Mr L. K Walker,
at ths recent annual meeting of tha club
members, when he sald that thers W
surely & bad time coming, sasma to have
taken root I the minds of maoy who be-
fore wars dlspossd to look only npon the
bright side of things. and shout hurral
b of the apparent lmmunity of

the jockeyw, and who ran judge when
they or thelr horses ars in fault, and
treat them to thelr decmertn, and who can
be relled upon not to favour anyone., are
required to flil such popitione. It 18 not
puggested what ocourss the committea of
the Auckland Racing Club Intend to take,
but It is a fact that enguirles are being
made am to the qualineations of some
men who have seen service, and a change
of starters may fake place. Mr Cutts
has the respect and sympathy of a large
section of the raclng public of Auckland,
angd no ¢lub could appreclate his straights
Foing qualitles more thar the apckland
Racing Club do. but there ars times when
senilment cannot be allowed to predo-
minute, and Iif the commities of the
Auckland Racing Club think that they
can Secure the services of a man who wili
Flvo more general patisfactlon sentiment
must be set aelde. Cun such a man be
got? This 1a the guestlon that the com-
mittee will shortly come to a decision
upon, and in the eveni of making &
change they can be depended upon to
treat theilr old servant well

The number of horses that had meen
Bofne service on New Zeala:d racecpurses
before being taken te Seuw.h Africa as
iroop korses pr remounts was not largs,
but mevertheleda & few went by nearly
every transport, and we heard of ons
Auckland-bred one, W the Nelson mare
Ciegpatra, winning At uan lmpromptu
mecting aboul elzhteen montns ago, and
at aome uf the spoTta meetlngs decided
on the veldt reports came to hand an-
nouncing ihat New Zealand boraes had
been succesralful. I remember seeing In the
llner =2t Te Papapa camp, Onehunge, when
the North Island s=ectlon of the Ninth
Contlngent were stationed there, the bay
pony Venus, by Carblneer., who had been
a welt known competitor at meetings Ireld
at Alexandra Park, principally in pony
jumping contests. Venus at beat was re-
garded as only usefu) on the fiat, and
was gold at troop horse price. A raport
bas come to band nevertheleas that this
pony has found her way on to a South
African rRcecoursa, and tralned by Clar-
ence O'Nelll, who lef: Mr J. B. Wllilam-
son's empioy, and went out as an officer's
erderly. won two races on the flat for
galloways at Durban, wheres a race meets
Ing was announced to take place recently,
in which nine events were on the pro-
gramme, one of which was of the value
of £1000. All going well with some of tha
ponles that were taken over In May last,
New Zealand will be heard of there aa a
racehorse producing colony.

The Quernsland correspondent of thea
8ydney "Town and Country Journal'' has
the followlng reading which ahould cause
New Zegnlanders to fee! that they have
much to be thankful for:—"“Wa, in this
unfortunate drought-stricken northern
Btate of the Commonwealth, are atlll in
the position of not knowing what the
times of the near future may have in
store for us.. Never in tha previous hig-
tory of Queensland has there been such
8 prolonged seazon of relentlesa drought,
ond never before have the coaatal dia-
tricts suffered 1o such a degree as they
are sufferlng now for the want of raln.
At this time of the year. just as the
wihter months are lifflng, one does not
expect to see flelds of amiling green and
rich herbage by the wayside, but zuch a
plcture of arldness 8 the present 1s not
within the memory of the oldest inhabi-
tant elther this or the other slde of the
Maln Range. which standg g3 the boun-
dury-lina of the coasta]l region, Huch a

racing interests, as deplcted by the bhappy
reaults of the past miccessful se. n. And
there no doubt at ajl but that the tres-
surer's waraing wes a timely one, The
pinch of the yoks may hot yet be within
balllng distance, but though ths nDew
year's round of racing may start off with
the bit between Its teeth, 1t In not at ail
unilkely that it will be a better sprinter
than o stayver. It woul®, indeed, be too
much to anxpect that racing alone mhould
flourish &uring thes next twelvs months,
The difftculties to be contended agalnst
must Increase both for the race clubz and
thosa upnn whom they have to rely,
Things were never %0 bad, howsever, but
that they mlght have been worae, and wa
can but hope that nature may emlla
upon um ln the spring.’”

It was reported some timc &go that an
orgunipation was started in Dunhedin hav-
Ing for its object the abolition of the to-
tallrator, and that simllar organlestions
were being started In other centres of
New Zealand for the same purpnse. The
open-alr meeting conducted under the
auspicens pf the Antl-Gambhing Leagues in
Chriatchurch on HSaturday ntght, and at

which Bilahop Jullus preslded. was fixed *

for a convenient time, as residents In the
Cuthedral City ana wisitors from sur-
roeunding countyy districta and from varl-
cus parts of the cowny, who had been
wnorshipping at the shrines of St. Hippa
and Hing Tote. had 1ust concluded the
glxth day of a big favaurite winier car-
nival, three dayva of which were spent at
Riccarton, five miles frem the clty, at the
N.Z. Grand National Mceting. and rhres
at Addington, two miles away, at the
N.Z. Metropolltan Troiting Club’'s meet-
ing. Visitera apeak in high terms of mat-
isfactlori at the sapart they witnesged at
beil, these meetings, at which the tota-
lisator played such a prominent park,
Though the sum of £3%653 was passed
through the totalisators at Riccarton—a
large ameunt certainiy for thea threo dayve
—It was less by £3586 than last yvear, and
the turnover at the New Zealand Trot-
ting Club's meeting wad £18.801 apg against
£20,619 for the corresponding meeting of
1%l These fleures ahow ihat speculation
i# very keen on trotting as well ae on
other racea. Good stakes onl¥ can at-
tract horses of the beai class from dis-
tant parts, and money 18 thus Jdrawn
from dlfferent parts of the coleny from
the followera of such horaes, s well am
from a large number of people who are
present to witness the racing themaelves.
Bome no donbi attend meelings witheout
indulging in an mvestment, bui mpecuiats
ing on the chances of ithe horees glves
sest to the proceedings, and the propor-
tloa who do not speculate to some extent
ia probably mmall. Thoz¢ who indulge in
putting money on contrlbute indirectly.
though largely, to providing the =pori.
Tnless geod prizes were forthcoming the
horsea conld not be got together, since &
big proportion of owners are racing guita
as rmyurh with a view to making money
as for the pleasure it affords them. Those
who are working with the object of try=
Ing to get the Government to suppre=s
the totalisatos muat be given credit for
thelr good intentfons, but it ia generaily
acknowledged that they have an uph:ill
fight. The Governmant will not. under=
tuke the task it has been sugzgested for
fear of Incurrlng thws g&ispleasure of =
large sectlon of the community who are
getting a living out of racing, which haa
become m glgantic business, end it hay
bean mupposed they would not care to lode
an engrmoul revenus derived from the to-
tallsator tax and through thelr Post.
Telegraph, and Rsallway Deparimenis,
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