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Pear Bee, July 29.

Mrs Joseph Smith, of Rockbank,

Epsom, gave a farewell At Home on

Friday for her daughter Claire, who

Is shortly to be married- The house

Was beautifully decorated, and in ma-

ple and ping-pong the guests passel
a pleasant afternoon. Mrs Smith

Wore a handsome blue silk voile,

{rimmed with chiffon and ecru lace,

fiss Smith, pink costume; Miss Claire
Smith, pretty blue crepe blouse and
Iflarlc skirt; Miss Flo Smith, green

silk frock; and Miss Eve Smith,

pretty black dress. Among the

guests I noticed Mrs O’llorke, in a

(jharming green costume, and t >que

4m suite; Mrs G. Bloomfield, pretty
l>lue costume; Mrs Richmond, hand-

some black gown; Miss Richmond,

!|>lack; Mrs E. Anderson, navy blue

boat and skirt; Mrs Markham, smart

black costume; Mrs Stewart, pretty

grey costume and. hat; Mrs Edwin
Hesketh, black dress; Miss Hesketh,
pretty black and white costume,
white hat; Miss Maggie Hesketh,
black; Mrs Talbot. Tubbs, green Rus-

sian costume; Mrs A. Hanna, charm-

ing white gown and picture hat; Miss

Ossie Jackson, navy coat and skirt,
black hat; Mrs MoCosh Clark, hand-

some black gown; Miss Clark, navy

blue; Miss Pearl Clark, pretty grey

costume, grebe toque; Mrs R. John-

ston, white blouse, dark skirt and

picture hat; Mrs Heather, black

gown; Mrs WillieHeather, pretty grey

frock and black hat; Mrs Shipherd,
black costume; Mrs Waller, black

dicss; Miss Waller, navy coat and

skirt; Miss Walker, blue costume;
Miss King, pretty grey costume; Mrs

Marriner, grey coat and skirt; Mis.;

Rice, black; Mrs Black, handsome

grey costume; Mrs McLaughlin, grey;
Miss Banks, navy blue; Mrs Rankin

Reed, charming grey costume; Mrs

Arnold, black gown; Miss Winnie

Dudley, black; Mrs Salmon, black;
Miss Salmon, white skirt, dark

blouse; Mrs 'Lawford, becoming blue

costume; Mrs Kempthorne, black cos-

tume; Miss Kempthorne, blue; Mrs

Williamson, black gown; Miss Wil-

liamson, blue and white costume;
Miss Neil, black; Miss Eily Neil, grey;
Miss Shepherd, becoming black

gown; Miss Muriel Peacocke, pretty
blouse and skirt; Miss Dargaville,
black; Miss Winnie Goodwin, black;
Miss Alice Goodwin, blue; Miss Power,
blue costume; Miss Innes, becoming
brown costume, with violet toque;
Miss May Hesketh, blue blouse, dark

skirt; Miss Etty Myers, navy coat and

skirt; Miss Daisy Mowbray, blue coat

and skirt; Mrs Cutten (Dunedin), be-

coming blue costume; the Misses Fer-

guson, dark coats and skirts; Miss

Sylvia Thorpe, navy blue costume;
Miss Lily Thorpe; Miss Cuff, blue;
Mrs Horne, and many others.

AN ENJOYABLE DANCE

was given last Saturday evening by
Mr and Mirs Rupert Stevenson at
their residence, ‘‘Woodbridge farm,”
Bombay.

The large new barn, which was

Used as a ball-room, was tastefully
decorated with bunting, tree ferns

and nikau palms, and the floor was

all that could be desired for danc-

ing. The music was ably rendered

'by Mrs Stevenson, assisted by some

of her lady friends. At 12 o'clock

(lancing eeased and the guests par-
took of an excellent supper, which

was daintily laid out in an adjoin-
ing room.

Mrs Stewnson looked, charming
in a soft white trained silk dress,
and Miss Stevenson wore a becoming
White silk gown. Many of the guests
bad come up from Auckland, and
found a jolly house party. Among
them were: Miss K. Oberlin-Brown,
black velvet, with jet trimmings;
Miss Ada Peak, dainty white dress;

Miss Kemny, black silk, relieved
with white violets; Miss M. Robert-

son, blue silk blouse, black skirt;
Miss Alice Churton, white muslin
frock; Miss Ethel Mahon, pink dress

trimmed with white lace; Miss K.
Williamson, peach velvet blouse,
black grenadine skirt; Miss M. Hunt-

er, white silk; Miss K. McCormick,

pale green dress; Miss Flossie

Wright, red silk blouse, black skirt;
Miss Meta Aicken, soft white frock

relieved with blue; Mrs Reynolds,
black silk; Miss C. Proude, white

silk; Miss May Sloman, black velvet,
relieved with white lace. There

were also present: Messrs Graham,
Churton, Esnm, Sloman, Stevenson,
Richardson, Gannon, Alexander, (2),

Sharland, Batty (2), etc.

PYHLLIS BROUN.

OBITUARY.

Mr Robert Milne, a brother of Miss

Milne (Milne and Choyce), Auck-

land, has died at Suva.

Deceased was a native of Ireland,

and brother of Miss Milne, of the

firm of Milne and Choyce, Auckland.
Prior to 1871 he resided for some

years in Auckland and other parts
of the colony, being on the West

Coast goldfields in the time of that

mining boom. Since 1871, Mr Milne

has resided at Suva, where he was

partner in the film of Milne and
Murchie, timber merchants. De-

ceased was about 58 years of age,
and died in the Suva Hospital.

A Costly Pet.

When one of the earlier New Zea-

land Contingents returned from South
Africa they brought with them a

Basuto boy, and the boy has been

knocking about Canterbury for more

than a year. Last week he sued a

■trooper named Tubman for wages,

amounting to £39 13/. Counsel for

plaintiff explained that the boy was

captured with some Boers at Dal-

stroom by the New Zealanders. He

got to Pretoria, and became friendly
with the New Zealanders. Defendant
asked him to come to New Zealand,
offering to pay- him ten shillings a

week. The boy- agreed to this, and,
after getting down to Capetown with,
the troops, secured a place on the

transport, and worked his passage
out. He had about £6 in hand when

he left the Cape, and this he handed

to defendant. On arrival in New Zea-

land he went to work for defendant,
and they got on well together for

some eight or nine months. Then,
however, defendant, it was alleged,
began to ill-treat the boy, who at

length ran away. He had been paid
no wages, and had not received the
£6 3/ which he claimed having hand-
ed to defendant. Defendant admit-

ted having in his possession £5 which
belonged to plaintiff, but his counsel

denied that Tubman engaged the boy
at 10/ a week. He had to pay the
boy’s passage to New Zealand, and

had great difficulty in getting him
landed. Domestic slavery was per-
mitted in South Africa, and if there
was any arrangement made there it

was not binding. There was, how-

ever, no contract, and the boy was

brought over very much as a sort of

pet monkey. Tubman taught the boy
to ride and break horses, and looked
after him well, but the Basuto’s sim-

plicity was corrupted by the notice

taken of him by neighbours. He was

invited out to dances, and several

times got home early in the morning
the worse for liquor. He became ex-

tremely- lazy, and was not worth his
keep* He made no demand for wages
until February of the present year,
when Tubman agreed to pay him 10/
a week. Defendant put in a counter

claim for £4O, value of a stallion,
whose death, he said, was caused by
the boy. His Worship said the boy

was entitled to recover the £5 placed
in Tubman’s hands, and wages for

4 months at the rate of £2 a month.
In the matter of the counter claim de-
fendant was nonsuited. The magis-
trate added that in all probability the

plaintiff ’’anointed” the young rascal.

Music and Drama.

Dramatic affairs are still deadly-
dull all over New Zealand.

Mr Harry Plimmer has been select-’
ed to play the name part in “Sher-
lock Holmes” with Mr Williamson’s

Dramatic Company.

Mr Dix's variety shows in the vari-
ous centres are still drawing good
houses, and business will probably
increase week by- week now that

there is so little opposition through-
out the colony.

Miss Violet Mount, for some time

a resident of Auckland and Welling-
ton, and who took part in “lolanthe”

as staged by the Auckland Amateur

Opera Club, is apparently getting on

well in Sydney. Her first concert
there was well attended.

The report that Melba will give
two concerts in New Zealand, one in

Auckland and the other in Welling-
ton, with the possibility of a third

in either Christchurch or Dunedin,

probably the former, is partly sub-

stantiated by her relatives in this

colony. They- say she writes that

she is coming. Let us all hope so.

Wirth’s Circus is doing excellent

business in Auckland, where the
children go again and again and take

their parents. But it is proving a

most unfortunate winter for the ani-

mals. In addition to the bear and
the ape, both very highly trained

animals, the brothers have now lost

the young lioness which Mons. Rao-

goul had just begun to train.

Miss Ada Crossley states that her

chief reasoi for abandon.ng /e Aus-

tralian tour provisionally arranged
by her some months ago with Herr

Wolff, is that she has found it im-

possible to cancel, except at the cost

of heavy penalties, a number of the

English festival engagements for

1903, which she entered into before
the tour was projected. She was also

influenced by- the advice of her Lon-

don agents, who said it would be very
injudicious to withdraw from her en-

gagements, particularly aS on the

whole they were already- more im-

portant than any- series that she had

had in previous years.

Mr Clifford Walker, who greatly de-

lighted the Wellington audiences who

saw him, andn whose visit to the.
Northern cities is being eagerly look-

ed forward to, is one of the very best
“one man” entertainers who have

visited this part of the world. He is

always amusing, always bright, very

often brilliant, and never for a single
instant vulgar. His musical sketches

are airy and light, delicate of detail,
and full of quaint humour.

His sermon on the text of “Pat a

cake” is decidedly clever, and miles

ahead of that good chestnut of the

same sort. “Old Mother Hubbard.”

It is a good bit of gentle satire, ex-

tremely funny, y-et free of nught that

could offend the most sensitive
curate or enthusiastic church goer.

To give some idea of the labour and

expense attached to the production
of a comic opera it may be stated

that for “The Messenger Boy” at

the Princess, no less than 70 ladies’

costumes were made locally under

the supervision of Mrs Pollard and
Miss A. Drumm, the millinery being
in the hands of Miss Dow. The excel-

lent manner in which the work has

been turned out is a credit to all

concerned. It is estimated that £5OO

will not cover Mr Pollard’s initial

expenses in staging “The Messenger

Boy.” Mr Leader Williams, the sen-

ior artist of the Pollard Opera Com-

pany, is responsible for several
pretty sets in the new production.

Tamago, in many ways the greatest
tenor the world has ever seen, had a

rough time before he made his name.

’’My- father kept a modest restaurant

in Turin, and his sons, e’ght in num-

ber, helped and looked lifter things.

My ambition looked far beyond the

carrying of litres of wine. I went to

the Teatro Reggio to see if I could

not join the chorus. I thought my

voice good enough for a hearing. The

impresario, old Corti, engaged me for
a season, saying: ’lf you study well

and behave you will become bravi

coristi, and who knows but, in time,

you may even get to London and have

thirty shillings a week.’ One of the

maestri attached to the theatre, Ped-
rotti, soon singled me out, and taught
me music and singing. An accident,
which befel the tenor, who sang Bois-

Rose in the ‘Ra-ta-plan’ of the

‘Huguenots,’ gave me my opportunity,
and I made quite a hit. I was given
the minor tenor parts of our reper-

tory at a salary of 250 francs for the

season. The impresario, according to

Italian theatrical custom, wanted to

deduct 5 per cent, for commission
from this meagre pay, but I struck,

and compromised with the gift of a

hare which I had just received as a

present.

A very interesting book of stage re-

miniscences is just published, namely,

“Life on the Stage: My Personal Ex-

periences and Reminiscences,” by
Clara Morris. From Miss Morris's

pages, it would seem, that the stag©

has been grievously maligned on the

score of free and easy morality.
Thejre is not in her whole book a re-

ference to any irregularity in rela-

tionships; the actors and actresses

who march in procession are for the

most part model married couples uni-

ted by the tenderest bonds of affec-

tion. There is hardly a nint of con-

jugal infelicity, and little mention of.

the temptations besetting girls strug-
gling up the lower rungs of the lad-

der. One “poor little ballet girl” only
we read of Who “fell from our ranks,
and was drawn into that piteous army

of women who, with silk pettieoats
and painted eheeks, seek joy- in the
bottom of the wine-cup.” Miss Morris

says that her former associates used

to close their dressing-room door and
lower their voices in pity when they
spoke of her. The authoress is evi-

dently a woman of delicate feeling,
determined, for all her candour in

other matters, to paint stageland at
its fairest in this respect.

During his visit to England Mr

George Musgrove, so Mr T. P. Hudson,
his general manager, informed an

“Evening News” reporter, has been

on the look-out for pieces, in which

Miss Nellie Stewart will have an op-

portunity of displaying her ability.
He desired to buy the rights of
“Olivia” for Australia, but was un-

able to do so. It was probably, how-

ever, out of this circumstance that
the thought of visiting Australia next

year shaped itself in Sir Henry Ir-

ving’s mind. He, of course, with Miss

Ellen Terry, shines in this particular
play. Anyway, Mr Musgrove made a

reference to negotiations with Sir
■Henry Irving, and although Hie eal le

has stated nothing regarding manage-
ment. Mr Hudson thinks that the

Irving-Terry visit will be under Mr

Musgrove’s direction. Mr Musgrove
has already secured two plays for Miss
Stewart, viz., “The Country Mouse,”
and “Mice and Men.” The latter is
the piece in which Mr Forbes Robert-
son and Miss Gertrude Elliott have

proved so successful in London In

addition, Mr Musgrove has obtained
the complete paraphernalia of “A

Midsummer Night’s Dream” fiom the

Prince’s Theatre, Manchester. An old

favourite, Mr Robert Courtneidge,
who has been managing director of
that theatre for some years, will come

to stage the prod lie •! n. M- Hudson

is awaiting further particulars.

Some fifty years ago Roger, a

celebrated tenor, gave a supper, at
which Berlioz was present, and also

the musical critic Fiorentino.
Tn the early hours of the morning

Fiorentino got. up “to stretch his

legs,” as lie said, and strayed into

the next room, where there was an

QP O R BALE.

LANTERN SLIDES—A Large Assort-

ment of First class Slides, Illustrated

Songs, Latest Genuine Photo. Slides of

The King. Queen, etc. Just Arrived:

Klnematograph Films and Accessories.

H. CHATTERIS.

Williamson’s Avenue, Grey Lynn.
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