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Mrs Joseph Smith, of Tnckbaok,
Epaom, gave o farewell At Home on
Friday for her daughter Claire, who
{1 shortly to be married. The house
was beautifully decorated, and in mu-
Flc and ping pong the guests passcd
& pleasant afternoom. Mra Sm!tn
wrore a hendsome blue silk  voi'm
Hmmed with chiffon and ecru lace.

ins Swith, pink costnme; Misa Claive
Briith, pretty blue crepe blouse and

darle skirt; Miss Flo Bmith, green
®llk frock: and Jiss Xve Smith,
retty black dress, Among  the

guests 1 noticed Mra O'Rorke, iz n
charming green costume, and toue
®u suite; Mrs G. Bloomfeld, pretiy
plue costume; Mra Richmond, hani-
fome black gown; Miss Richmond,
Plack; Mrs E. Anderson, navy blue
¢oat and skirt; Mrs Markham, smurt
Wack costume; Mra Stewart, pretiy
wrey costume and hat; Mra Edain
tlesketh, black dress; Miss Heskelh,
pretty black mnd white costume,
white hat: Miss Mapggie Hesketh,
blavk; Mrs Talbot Tubhs, green Los-
glun costume; Mrs A, EHlanna, charm-

mgr white gown and picture hat; Miss
Cissie Jackson, navy coat and rr,
blacle hat; Mrs MoCUnsh Clark, hand-
some black gown; Miss Clark, navy

hlue; Misy Tearl Clark, pretty grey
costume, grebe togque; Mrs R, Fohn-
aton, white blonse, dark skirt and
picture  hat; Mrs Hesather, black
gown; Mrs Willie Heather, pretty grey
frock and black hat; Mrys Shipherd,
Llack eostume; Mrs Waller, bluck
dres~;  Misa Waller, navy coat and
ghirt; AMiss Walker, blue costume;
Miss Wing, pretty grey costume; Mrs
Marriner, grey coat and skirt; Miss
LRice, bluck; Mrs Black, handsome
groy castume; Maes MeLaughlin, greyvy
Miss Buanks, navy blue; Mrs Rankin
Itced, charming grey costume; Mrs

Arnold, black gown; Miss Winnle
Dudley., black; Mrs Ssglmon, blacsk;
Misn Solwen, white skirt, dark
blouse; Mrs Lawford, becoming blue

coftume; Mrs I\'rmpthnrne, DLinck cos-

time; Aliss Kemptherne, blar; Mra
"Williamson, black gown; Miss Wil
liamson, blue and white costuue;

Miss Neil, blael; Miss Eily Noil, grey;

. Ming Bhepherd, becoming hiavk
gown; Miss Muriel Peacocke, preliy
blonse and skirt; Miss Dargaville,

black; Miss Winnie Geodwin, black;
Mins Alice Goodwin, blue; Miss Power,
blue costume; Miss Innes, becoming
brown costume, with violet togque;
Misa Mny Hesketh, blue blouse, darlk
skirt; Misa tty Myers, navy coat and
slirt; Misg Daisy AMowbray, blue cour
and skirt; Mrs Cutten {(Dunedin), be-
coming blue costiime; the Misses Fer-
gusan, dark coats and skirts: Miss
Sylvia Thorpe, mnavy blue costume;
Miss Lily Thorpe; Miss Cuff, Llus;
Mis Horne, and niany others.

AN ENJOYABLE BAXCE

was given Inst Baterday evening by
Mr and Mrs Rupert Stevenson at
their residence, “Woodbridge farm,”
Hombay,

The large new barn, which was
wed a8 a ball-room, was tastefunlly
decorated with bunting, tree feros
#and nikau palma, and the floor wan
all that couid be deaired for dane-
Ing. The music wuw nbly rendered
by Mrs Stevenscn, assisted by some
ot her lady friends., At 12 o'clock
dancing ceamed and the guests par-
foox of an excellent mupper, which
wau daintily lald eut in an adjoin-
ing room.

Mrs Btevwnwon looked charming
{n n maft white trained milk dresa,
and Miss Stevenson wore a becoming
twhite ailk gown. Many of the gueats
bad come up from Aucklond, ond
%ound a jolly house party. Among
them were: Mism K, Dherlin-Rrown,
Dlask valvet, with jet trimmings;
Mliaa Ads Pesk, dalnty white dreas;

-~ taken of him by neighbours.

Misa Eeony, black eilk, relleved
with white vlolets; Miss M. Robert-
aon, blue silk biouse, black skirt;
Miss Alice Churton, white muslia
frock; Misa Ethel Mahon, pink dress
trimmed with whita lace; Miss K.
Willlumsen, peach velvet blouse,
black grenadiue skirt; Misa M. Huut-
er, white silk; Misa K. McCormick,
pale preen dress; Mlss  Flossie
Wright, red silk hlouse, black skirt;
Misy Meta Aicken, moft white frock
relieved with blue; Ars HReynolds,
black =silk; Misa €. Proude, white
silk; Misa May Sloman, black velvet,
relieved with  white lace. There
were Also present: Massrs Graham,
Churton, Esmim, Bloman, Stevenson,
Richurdson, Gannon, Alexander, {2},
Sharlund, Batty (2). ete.
PYHLLIS BROUN.

OBITUARY,

Mr Robert Milne, a brother of Miss
Milne (Milne aud Choyee), Auck-
land, has died at Suva.

Deceased was g native of Ireland,
and brother of Mise Milne, of the
firm of Milne and Chayce, Auckland.
Prior to 1871 he resided for soimne
years in Auckland and other parts
of the eoleny, belng on the West
Coast goldficlds in the time of that
mining boom. Since 1871, Mr Milne
has resided at Suva, where he was
partner in the fi*m of Milne and
Murchie, timber merchants, De-
ceascd was sbout 53 years of age,
and died in the SBuva Hospital.

A Cosily Pet.

When one of the earlier New Zea-
Jand Contingents returped from South
Africa they brought with
Basuto boy,

.them =a
and the boy has been
knocking about Canterbury for more
than a year. Last week he sued a
itrooper nawmed Tuobman for wages,
smounting ta £39 13/. Counsel for
plaintiff explained that the boy waw
captured with some Boers at  Dal-
strovin by the New Zealunders. He
got to Pretoria, and hicame friendly
with the New Zealanders, Defenidant
uslked him to come to New Zealand,
offering to pay him ten shillings a
week. The boy ngreed to this, and,
after getting down to Capetown with
the troops, secured a place an the
transpert, and worked his pasasge
ont. I had nbout £6 in hand when
he left the Cape, and this he handed
to defendant, On arrival in New Zea-
iand he went to work for defendant,
snd they got on “well together for
some eight or nine mouths. Then,
however, defendant, it was alleged,
began to ill-treat the boy, wha at
length ran nway. He had been paid
no wages, and had not received the
£6 3/ which he claimed harving hand-
ed to defendant, Defendant admit-
ted having in his posgesslon £5 which
belonged to plaisdiff, but kis counsel
denicd that Tubman engaged the bny
at 10/ o week. II» had to pay the
boy's passage to New Zealand, and
had great difficulty in getting him
landed. Ilomrestic slavery was per-
mitted in South Afrien, and if there
was any Arrangement mmade there it
was net binding. There was, how-
ever, no contract, and the boy wam
brought over very much as a sort of
pet monkey., Tuhmnn taught the boy
to ride and break hotses, and leoked
nfter him well, but the Basnto's aim-
plicity waa corrupted by the notice
He wan
fnvited out to dances, and several
times got home early in the morning
the worse for liqnor, le became ex-
tremely Inzy, and was not worth his
keep® Te made no demand for wagesa
until Fehrnary of the present year,
when Tubmnn agreed to pay him 10/
8 week. Defendant put in a connter
claim for £40, vnlue of a atalliom,
whose death, he said, was cansed by
the boy, Uiz Worship said the hoy
wnn entitled to recover the £35 placed
in Tubman's hands, and wages for
4 montha at the rate of £2 3 month,
In the matter of the counter claim de-
fendant was noneuited. The maogis-
trate added that in all prohability the
plainti®f “ancinted” the young rascel.

M zzgsicc and Dramas.
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Dramatic aflairs are still

deadly
dull all over New Zealand.

Mr Harry Plimmer has been select-'
ed to play the name part in “Sher-
lock Holmes" with Mr Williamson's
Dramatic Company. -

Mr Dix's variety shows in the vari-
ous centres are still drawing good
houses, and business will probably
Incrense week by week now that
there is so litile opposition through-
out tke colony.

Misa Violet Mount, for mome timse
& resident of Auckland and Welling-
ton, and whoe took part in “Iolanthe™
as staged by the Auckland Amateur
Opera Club, is apparently getting on
well In Sydney. Her flrst conrert
theres waa well attended.

The report that Melba will glve
two concerts in New Zesland, one in

Aucklond and the other in Welling-

ton, with the possibility of a third
in elther Christchurch or Dunedin,
probahly the former, is partly sub-
sinntiated by her relatives in this
colony, They say rhe writes that
she is coming, Let us all hope so,

Wirth's Cireus 18 doing excellent
business in  Auckland, where tha
children go again and agaln and takae
their parenis. But it is proving a
maat unfortunate winter for the ani-
mals. In addition to the bear and
the ape, both very highly trained
animals. the brothers have now lost
the young lioness which Mons., Rao-
ffoul had just begun to train,

Aliss Ada Crossley statea that her
chief reazo1 for abandon ny re Aua-
tralium tour pravisionally arranged
by her somme months ago with IHerr
Wolft, is that she has found it im-
poesible to eancel, except at the cost
of heavy penaltles, a aumber of the
Fnglish festival engagements for
1903, which shé entered intoe before
the tour was projected, She was also
influenced by the advice of her Lon-
don ngents, who said it would be very
injudicious fo withdraw from her en-
gagements, particularly ag on the
whole they were slready more im-
portant thna any series that she had
hud jin previous years.

Mr Clifford Walker, who greatly de-
lighted the Wellington audiences wha
saw him, mndn whose visgit to the
Northern citivs is belng eagerly look-
ed forward to, is one of the very best
“one 1un" entertainera who hava
viaited this part of the world. He ig
always amusing, always bright, very
often brilliant, and never for a single
instant vulgar. His musical sketchen
are airy and lighf, delicate of detail,
and  full of quaint humeur,
His sermon on  the text of “Pat a8
cake” is decidedly eclever, and miles
ahead of that good chestmit of the
same sort, “0Old Mother Hnbbard."
It is a good bit of gentle satire, ex-
tremely finny, yet free of nught that
could offend the mo=t pengitive
curate or enthusiastic ehurch gner,

To give some idea of the labour and
cxpense attached t{o the production
of a comic opera it may be stated
that for “The Messenger Boy” at
the Pritcess, no less than 70 ladies'
costumes were made locally under
the supervision of Mrs Pollard and
Misn A, Drumm. the millinery being
in the hands of Misa Dow. The excel-
lent monner in which the work has
been turned out is a eredit to all
concerned, Tt i estimated that £300
will mot eover Mr Pollard's finitial
expenses in ataging “The Mesrenger
Boy.” Mr Leader Williams, the sen-
ior artist of the Pollard Opera Com-
pany, is responsible for aeveral
pretiy sets in the new production.

Tomago, in many ways the greatest
tenor the world Lias ever peen, had &
rongh time before he made hia name.
“My father kept & modest restaurant
in Turin, and his aong, eicht in num-
ber, helped and looked J}tﬂ' things.

My smbiticn locked far beyond the
carrying of litres of wine. I went to
the Teatro Reggio to see if I eould
not join the chorus. 1 thought my
volce good enocugh for a hearing. The
impresario, old Corti, engaged me for
s season, eaying: ‘If you study well
and behave you will become bravl
coristi, and who knows but, in tine,
¥ou may even get to London and have
thirty shillinga & week.’ Oune of the
maestri attached to the theatre, Ped-
rotti, suon singled me out, and tasght
e music and singing. An secident,
which befel the tencor. who sang Lois-
Rose in the ‘Ha-ta-plan’ of the
‘Huguenots,’ gave me my opportunity,
and I made quite a hit. I was given
the minor tenor parta of our reper-
tory at a salary of 250 francs for the
season. The impresario, according to
Italian theatrleal custom, wanted to
deduct 5 per cept. for commission
from this meagre pay, but I struck,
and compromised with the gift of s
hare which 1 had juat received as o
present.

A very interesting book of stage re-
winiscences is just published, namely,
“Life on the Stage: My Personal Ex-
periences and  Reminiscences,” lhx
Clarn Morris. From Miss. Morris's
pages, it would seem, that the stage
has heen grievously maligned on the
score of free and easy wmorality.
There is not in her whole bovk a re-
ference to any irregularity in rcla-
tionships; the actors and aciresses
whe march in procession are for the

.most part model married vouples uni-

ted by the tenderest bounds of affre-
tion. There is hardly a nint of con-
jugul infelieity, wnd little mentice of
the temptations besetting girla strug-
gling up the lower rungs of the lad-
der. One “poor little pullet giri” only
we read of swho “fell from our ranks,
and was drawn into that piteous army
of women wha, with silk petticoats
and painted cheeka, seek joy in the
bottom of the wine-cup.” Miss Morria
says that her former associates used
te close their dressing-reom door end
lower their voices in pily when they
spoke of her. The authoress is evi-
dently n woman of delicate fecling,
determined, for al! her candour in
other matters, to paint stageland at
1ts fairest in thisz respect.

During his visit to England Mr
George Musgrove, so Mr T. I*. Hadson,
his general manager, ininTmed an
“Evening News" reporter, haa been
on the look-out for pietes, in which_
Miss Nellie Stewart will have an op-
portunity nf displaying her ability.
He desired to buy the righta of
“Olivia™ for Australia, but was uhb-
able to do so. It was probably, how-
ever. out cof this clrcumstance thas
the thought of visiting Australia next
year shaped itsel! in Sir Henry Ir-
ving's mind. He, of course, with Misa
Eilen Terry, shines in this particular
play, Anyway, Mr Musgrove made a
refercnce to pegotintions with Sir

‘Henry Teving, and althongh the enbls

hag stated nothing reparding mannpge-
ment. Mr Hudson thinks thet the
Irving-Terry visit will he under Mr
Musgrove's direction. Mr Musgrove
kas already seeured two plays for Mise
Stewart, viz, “The Country Mouze
onid “Mire and Men.” The latter is
the piece in whirh Mr Forhes Robert-
son and Miss CGertrude Flliott have
proved ro suceesaful in Londen. Tn
addition, Mr Mnaprove has obtained
the complete pnraphernalia of "A
Midsummer Night's Dream” fiom the
Prince's Theatre, Mancheater. An old
favonrite, Mr Robert Couttneidge,
who har been managing director of
that theatre for some yeors, will crnma
ta stage fhe prodne'i-n. M- Hudson
is awaiting further particulara.

Aome fifty yeara ago Roger, &
eslehroted 0T, gave & sunpper, at
which Rerlina was present. and also
the mnsical critic Fiorentino.

T the sarly hours of the moming
Florentino got up *to .ptreteh hin
Tega,” as he gald. and etraved inta
the next room, where thers wea am




