Saturday, July 24, 1903.

THE NEW ZEALAND GRAPHIC

253

Matrimonial Miafits.

SAVING AXD SPENDING.

The pecuniary prosperity of the
family Hfe is aa important as any
part of it, and living within one’s
means i3 an essential condition of
the peace that should follow plenty.
Uneasy lies the head that has debt
for a pillow, unod very uneasy must
e the man e who knowa that while
he i8 saving money at the “spigot”
his wife ia letting it "run out at the
bung.” His devotion to her had need
match his conficlence in his own pow-
ers for him to face the future with
equanimity.

. An exiravagant wife is & thorn in
the side of the plodding man, and the
marriage that might be almost per-
fect in other respects must necessar-
ily be marred by this one failing, for
he is for ever in anxlety as to what
she is going “to let him in” for next.

I once heard a man say laughingly
to his wife whom he was accusing of
extravagance: “You cost me £300 8
year more than you need, but, on the
whole, you're worth it.” Which was
good philosophy, but not the best
way of putting om the brake.

Perhaps it was his pleasant way
of bowing to the inevitable, and per-
haps he could afford it. So many
cannot, and yet are dragged miser-
ably into debt for the sake of doing
like their meighbours, and having
what others have. “They stunt and
distort their true selves in striving to
act up to some conventional standard
of propriety.

THE LTIGHTING QUESTION.

Extravagance is, of course, only a
guestion of porperiion, and ihe
causes of friction vary from old china

at Christie’s to the odd halfpeany in

the butcher's bill.

The Browns, whose electric light

coxts them abont £30 a quarter, are
looked upon with horror by the Rub-
insens, whose bill is never more than
£6 17/6. Rut then Mrs Brown revels
in n large income. and can afford
the dazzling splendour of an Alham-
bra illumination. whereas the Robin-
sons, of hnmwbler means, live practic-
ally in the dark, and are obliged to
precede yen upstairs to turn on the
light.
- “XNever have electric light, my
dear.” =aid Mr= Robinecon to me ane
gay. “T've had more quarrels with
my husband since we've had it the
laxt wix moenths, than in ten years of
married life.” The leak is generally
in the evervday expenses of the
house, however much the woman ex-
elnima “Cigars!™ or the man retorts
with “Hats!™  (How is it they always
attack onr hata?)

It. takes almost a lifetime to thor-
oughly master the intricacies of do-
mestie economy, without being mean
and stingy, I stipulate for that. It
ix easy enough to do witheut things,
and tench others to do without thera,
and to cut it so fine that yon must
go without. But to have everything
vou need, to buy it tn the best mar-
ket at the lowest rate, and use it to
the best advantage, and vse it all, is
a triumph ot management continually
vearned after, but seldom attained.

Managing monev is like playing
golf. The best player will rometimes
find himself lznded im a bunker. and
it = only his experience which en-
ablez him to get ont of it without
a bed loss., .

WHEN ECONOMY BECOMES
EXPENSIYE.

Tou save without suffering, thet is
victory. Ecohouy becomes expensive
when it meaus torment. 1 know =
woman whore humsekeeplng ambition
is to Keep ber weekly bills down to
£33 5/, and her vonditlon of mind
when one of the children happens
to lose sixpenve on the way to the
fruiterer’s amounts to frenzy. Even
with & very rmall income one should
still eontinue to allow a margin for
trivial losses. that one may he spared
the wear amd tear Of peuny vexations
and two penny worries.

Many of us who have quite a com-
fortable margin to our incomes pinch
and screw amd save to buy luxuriea
that will 1enlly net make any differ-
enee to ne, .

Forgo a few odd things yvou ean do
without, and you will be able to go
along easily without scraping and
meanness; and you will not be BG
busy either laying dawan those fret-
tul lines that disfigure the faces of
those who are for ever wanting
something. You will have renney to
upure far a little inevitable waste or
lass, and you will ‘be able to mfford
to wink at the contingencies which
other folks dub exiravaganciesa. Let
them bu, furbelows and kickshaws
—you wil, have bought peace of mind.

And yon will escaps the fate of the |
majority. who “eat their hearts oat .

in a wearying struggle to copy those
who have twice their income.” s
[ -] L] © K-

Fortunes in Feathers.

A Freuch enthusiast hus been col-
lecting the statistios of the nuinber
of birds which are killed to decorate
the hats of ladies on nia own and our
side of the Channel L s,

To begin with, he informs us that
the craving for wing-feathers has re-
sulted in the total extinction of swal-
lows, kingfishers, and goldfinches in

Franee. .

They have all been hunted iuto
other countries or exterminated.

The fenthers with which Eudies de-
corate their hais nowadays -come
mostly from SHiberin and from the
eountry where the Kerghese, Ostiacks.
and Sumoyeds abide and . lourish.
These tribes employ their-intermin-
able winter mainly in shooting and
in snaring birds.

They eat the flesh and sell the
skins, as well as the feathers.

At the market of UIrbit, a town on
the borderland of Europe and of Asia,
this winter 3000 horned owls were
sold at seven roubles (1%/) a pair,
and 4000 pairs of eaglea fetched the
same price. White owls were in great
regnest, and 16,000 pairs were sold
at two roubles (about 4/4) the pair.
The ordinary grey owl is nut market-
able.

Nao fewer than 200,000 pairs of mag-
pies fetched guod prices, and 2000
grebes (a little crested bird which
looks like a duck with the head of a
hen) were run iup to the price of
half a crown a pair by the fur mer-
chants, who were very keen on the
feathers, which are much in reguest
for mufis and the trimming of ladies’
dresses, owing to the glossiness of
their plumage.

Sixty thousand pairs of grouse fail
feathers and of woodcocks' tails
fetched only about 10 copeks, and
partridge feathers were a glut npon
the market. Thirty thousand palra of
partridge wings were sold for less
than 2d the pair. L

A BEAUTIFUL FABRIC.

‘]_O‘lliS’ Velveteen.

NOTE WELL !~ Each Yard of Qenuine * LOUIS" Velveteen
bears the name (spelled L -0O-UJ-I-S and in no other
way) and is stamped with a guarantee of wear.

Fashiona in Proposals.

THE CONFESSIONS OF A MUCH-

LOVED GIRL.

Different ways of proposing aore as
numerous this spring ss are the dif-
ferent men who prupose. Some pro-
pore Hippantly, lightly, as if they in-
vited you to luncheon. instead of
matrunony, preparing  to hedge it
they get “No” and to say they were
only flirting: .

(thers there are, stralghtforward.
manly and honourable. who take
“No" with such serious grace that
they win your respect and liking, if
they cannot win your love.

Some men propose on their knees,
some ®ifting right back in a cormer
of the sofa, and others standing up
poldly: but whatever way it may be,
they all always look fumny. They
have such a dazed and dazzled expres-
sion, as if they had been struck
right between the eyes, and T believe
science asserts that Cupid strikes
somewhere on the left side. 1 have
only had one man ever get on his
kneex to propose to me. Thia one
had on white duck trousers, and he
knelt down in the dusty path in
which we were walking. His mother
would heve spanked him had =she
been there. - When he got up there
were two great dirt spots,one on each
knee, of his otherwise immaculate

- dueks. He might just as well have put

en a placard. saxing, “I've just pro-
posed.”” 1t was really pathefic. Next
to seeing & man on his knees & girl
loves to see him ery, after he has Dro-
posed.

The length of time it takes a man
to propose, after he has first met the
girl, depends upon the nature of the
man, the climate, the weather, the
surroundings, the moen, the state of
his mind, and a little bit on the way
the pirl treats him. Sometimes they
propose alt of a sndden, without any
treatment at all beforehand. It the
moon is full and the map is not. the
average man should Le expected to
nropose within fifteen days after he
has firat met the girl - ¥ he sees her
three times a day, for three haurs at
a time, he ean upually beenme well
acquainted with her mature and all
her little ~characteristics in that
time, provided the girl is simple, as is
apt to be the case, Very few women
are complex.” Tt isn’t so importapt
whether the girl understands the
man’'s nature or not. But, anyway,
rhe can learn it in no time at 2ll, be-
canse all men are alike. They mostly
all are brainy, and can smoke and

fove with equnal vase. There mre men
who say very ferc ux if they were
renlly desperate, “Will you, ar won't
you marry me?' That sort of men
are not much good, becaure you can't
flirt with them und Lkeep them
dangling. They muke you zay either
"Yer™ or "No” right away. You can't
foal them.

There are many wayx in which »
girl can tell that a man ia going to
proposs, before he doer. Firat. there
18 the tone in his roice. Then his
eyed alwava follow you about the
room in the most admiring, adoring
way. le looka at you with a vague,
f:_:r_-nwa_\' gaze, am if he really saw a
vision, or an angel; but he thinks he
does, zo let him alone. At this rtage
of the game he wouldn't even dare
to eall you “darling.™ But he has
other ways of showing how he likes
¥ou. Sometimesa he drops little hints
about kia ideal of & woman. He says
he never met her—until now. Agu.i‘n,
he makea nllusiona to his income,
and says he supposes it seems so lit-
tle to you, Some men propose by
nho_winq you their benk books, and
saying, “Will thnt be enough?*

The only way 1o propose is the old
way—the way Adam must have pro-’
poeed {c Eve. before there was anv
money, or reason, or anything in the
world hut—Love, Go to her and say.
“You've got to Toarry me becauss I
h:nvo you and you love me, and I ean’t
live without you." And that style of
Proposal is always in fashion.

Sherlock Holmes was what we term
A speclallrt in crime; -

His methoda purely must confirm

Him greateat of all time. A
And though our pbject's not the mame,
Our’ method's Just as &ure,

To kill bad coughs Is our great alm,
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HARCER BROTHERS, SETTLE, YORKA.
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THE LADIES’ COLLEGE, REMUERA,

FOR GIRLS OQF ALL AGES.
. Tha beautiful and extensive property kbownt az Cleveland Hpouse
Half Term commances March Mth.

This Arst-class Private Bchool provides mudern high-cla
training onr Christlan but unscctarisn prmclplu.. class Edueation and moral

Home-life Is combined with ithe culture and dscipllnary infuences

of Beheol,

under maternal supervision and with asiected companlonship.

Full
Forelgn.

Hinft of Resldent and Visiting Profeasors and Governessss—English and

Pro"\ee["ulnua- on application of Measars Tfpton & Co., or Principal.
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