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Early Ocean Greyhounds.

That sailing by ‘mhips of phenomenal
spoed must have a atrong fescinatiom
i ahown by the fmet that millionaries,
to the bulk of whom time has ceased
to be money, still elect to travel by the
quickest steamers. For the privi-
lege of enjoying the exclusive use of a
suite of rootns for himself and two
friends and servants on the Deutsch-
land, Mr Andrew Carnegie drew a
cheque in favour of the Hawburg-
Ameriva Company for £16. 0Of
course, the case of the Yankees who
prolonged their stay in England over
two trips of this vessel in order that
they might sevure berihe on her thivd
journey—the bookings for the twu
previous runs having been filled wheu
they applied—was simply an illusira-
tion of folk enper to vaunt that they
hud travelled by the fastest steamer in
the world, It is quite comimon to tinl
an Aericon “omew rich” who will pay
£500 for private roomy for himsell
and his wife uvn such u boat.

When proposals for the yse of steam
fell thick and fast there were the
customary men of light and leading
who proved to demoastration that the
thing was impassible. There wus the
famous dictum, Fathered upsu  Lro
Diounysing Lardner at a mecting of
acientific folk, held in LR35, at the
Royal lnstitute in Liverpoel: “.As to
the project which is announced io the
newspapers of making the voyage di-
rectly from New Yok tu Liverpeol,
it i4, I have no hesitation in saying
quite chimerical, and they may as well
talk of making a vovage from New
York or Liverponl to the mnon!™
Comylete answer to  such  amusing
dogrmatism was given in 1 when
the Leilh-built Sirius {of 703 tons) Jeft
Liverpool for New York via Cueens
town on the $¢th of April. and three
days after the Great Western (140
tons). designed by the illustrioua
Eronnel, left Bristal for the same
port. Tioth  were wooden paddle
steamers, the latter the first steanier
expressly built for the run. The Sir-

lus made New York In seventern duys,

the CGreat Western in fifieen. This
was the first of a long serles of At-
lantic races.

Even to Lords of the Admiralty it
bad meanwhile grown sppirent that
the pew mode of communication had
come to stay, nnd they invited tenders
for an Atluntic Steam Muail Service.
George Burns, of Glasgow, who bhad
brought the coantiug trade to a great
piteh of perfection, thought the nat-
ter over, but considerippr that his
honds were full ut fivst decided to
leave it alone. Liut a less canny-going
man had secured a copy of the Ad-
miralty eircular. This was Samurl
Cunard, of Halifax, Nove Scoria, u
wealthy Quuker, whose fumily lLind
emigrated from Wales to the Ntates in
the seventernth century, Cunnrd had
formed the fixed Ifica that therewasno
1eason why a steamship service shouold
not be established between Lhe two
cantinents, which should ran with sll
the regularity and moare than  the
safety of a railway troin. 80 he came
ta London. got intn toueh with Ilobert
Nagier, alremwdy making bis mark as
an engineer was by him introdue-
el 1o Geo Iiurns. The result of
their talk wns—their copnsels having
heen-joined by David Mcelver, of Tiver-
pool— that o company  ward  formed
Wwith n eapital of £270.000, whiell ob-
{ained the vontract for seven yenrs for
a fortnightly service betwien (iver-
1:eol, alifax avd Bostan, Thus was
foundd the famows Cunned Line.

In 1540 they plaved the first faur
Loats of their fleet—all Clyde-built—
upen 1be sea, According to a widely
adoptett practice to attain some recog-
niseal uniformity the names of their
ships all ended in fa, these vessels
Leing  called  the Britaonia, Arcadia,
Caledonia and Celumbia. They were
wooden paddle-wheel hoats and the
fitat mil sleamicrs ever seen un the
ocean. (n the 41h of Juoly, 1¥40—-In-
dependenee da The lriranmia, 1154
tons, saited from Liverpool for Tioston,
accomplishing the journey in fourteen
days cight houvrs, or four hours sooner
than had been cxpeeled. She carried

¢
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115 cabin passengers, but no steerage,
and her speed avernged eight and a
half knots an hour. As long az Bos-
ton remnined the States headquarters
the Hostonians were tremendously
loyal Cunarders. When the Britaonia
fn the very stvere winter of 134041
became ice-bound in their harbour
the people set to work, and within
two duys had eut & cansl to the un-
frozen rea, a distance of seven miles,
which rnu’{led her to set ont for her
jontney ounly two davs late. This,
bhowever, was n risk that the line could
nat afford to take, and in due courss
the Cunarders came south to New
Yurk, und dropped the call nt Halifax
o 1he run, The first =erious assault
vn linlr supremacy proceeded from an

American firm, who set np m compet-
ing line between New York and South-
ampion. Their firat ghip, the Wash-
ington, started on the same day that
the Britannis left Liverpool, and
reached New York two daya behind
the latter. Thus the Cunarderw ‘won
with eonaummate ease the first Inter-
national race ever run betweem
American acd Pritish atemmers,
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