
Stamp Collecting.

Cape of Good Hope has issued a 3d

magenta stamp, 1893 design.

• • •

A set of “unpaid letter stamps’’ has

been issued in Greece, of a rather

tasteful design.

• • •

A philatelic exhibition, open to the

whole -world, is to be held in San

Francisco in September.
• • •

Grenada is issuing a King Edward

set of stamps from Jd to 10/, all in

two colours.

• • •

The J anna and 2} anna British
East Africa have been surcharged
“Uganda” in black and red respec-

tively.
• • •

The Ad green British (Queen’s
head) stamp has been issued sur-

charged “Bechuanaland Protecto-

rate.”

• 0 0

King Edward VII. stamps have been

issued in Singapore. Three and eight

cents are the values that have appear-
ed so far. Probably the other values

will follow as stocks of the Queen

issue are depleted.
• • •

The French Chamber of Deputies

has passed a law reducing the postage

of newspapers and periodicals to 1

centime for a weight of 50 grammes
(rather more than IJoz) throughout
France, and to J centime for the same

weight within certain limits.

• • •

British stamps surcharged “Army
Official” are likely to advance in value,

as Earl Roberts’ has prohibited the

practice of selling these stamps to

collectors, holding they should only
be used for the purpose for which

they are surcharged.
• • •

Some of the current 3 cents New-

foundland stamps were issued unper-
forated. One sheet was bought by a

non-colleetor at St. John’s, who to

facilitate severing the stamps cut

them all up into vertical strips. He

had used many of them before he

. was found by a collector, who secured

the remainder.

• 00

Philatelists should lose no time in

securing specimens of the stamp of

the new Cuban Republic, as it is felt

the present state of affairs cannot

last. Cuba has lost its market for

sugar in Spain, and has not been com-

pensated by finding an outlet in Ame-

rica, as in the interest of beet-root

sugar producers the cane sugar is

practically excluded from the States.

In order to avert national bankruptcy
annexation by the United States is

said to be already advocated, but the
trouble is how Uncle Sam is to har-

monise a colonial Empire with the

Monroe Doctrine.

0 0 0

Transvaal stamps realise high
prices at Eondon auctions, as

will be seen by the follow-

ing sales reported:— 1875-76, 6d blue,
£ 1 17/; 1877. V.R. Transvaal, 3d

mauve, pelure paper, £3 15/; 6d blue,
inverted snreh., £6 5/; 1/ green do.,

£4 12/6; 6d dark blue, £2 10/; 1878,
V.R. Transvaal, 6d blue on blue, in-

verted surcharge, £7 10/; 6d blue on

green, inverted surcharge, £ll 11/;
3d mauve on buff, £2; 1879, V.R.

Transvaal, 3d mauve on blue showing
small T*, £3 3/; 1878-79, Queen’s
Head, red surcharge, 1 Penny on 6d

black. £3 15/; 1882, Een Penny on 4d

sage-green, inverted surcharge*, £3.

0 0 0

Ewen’s “Weekly Stamp News,” in

its issue of June 7, referring to tha

Crown surcharge oh the id brown

Cook Islands stamp, has the follow-

ing:—It seems that the Crown over-

print on the Id stamps was the Idea

of Lord Ranfurly, Governor of New

Zealand, who is well known to be a

stamp collector, and is, in fact, a

member of the London Philatelic So-

ciety. When the islands were an-

nexed Lord Ranfurly ordered that

the stamps should be surcharged with
the Crown as a distinctive mark.
That was done with 2400 Id brown

stamps, but sdr many were spoilt
that no more were surcharged. The

Resident Commissioner states that
no surcharging will be allowed in

future, and the only colour changes
likely to be made are those occasion-

ed by the adoption of Postal Union

colours.

• 0 0

Many young collectors are mysti-
fied regarding the “grille” on Ameri-

can stamps, which in some cases

makes all the difference between

high and low catalogue value. The

New York “Philatelist” explains it as

follows:—“The Grille was first used

in America, and consists of a rect-

angle of square indentations into the

paper, and designed to break the

fibre of the paper, so that it readily
would absorb cancelling ink, thereby
making it impossible to erase or wash

the stamp and re-use it. It was first

used in 1867 by the U.S.A., and at first
covered the entire stamp. The e

stamps are very rare. Later the size
of ihe grille was reduced to IS x 15,
13 x 16, 12 x 14, 11 x 13, and finally
9 x 13mm. In the year 1869 issue

the grille was made a square 9J x

91mm.. and in 1870 it was again in-

creased in size and made rectangular
in form.”

0 0 0

Amongst the things that were to have
been, but have; not, on account of the

war in South Africa, was the proposal
to inaugurate the twentieth century in

the Transvaal with a stamp bearing the

portrait of Paul Kruger. The plates
were partly prepared, but the engraver
was not called upon to complete his work,
and, as King Edward VII. is now sove-

reign of the Transvaal, the probabilities
are that the well-known features of Oom
Paul will never appear in stamp collec-

tions. Referring to this matter in the

“Philatelic Record,” Mr Emil Tamsen

adds that if the stamps had been issued

in 1900, instead of 1901, as was intended,
“collectors would have had the unique
-sight of a Republican wearing a Royal

monogram (V.R.1.) on his presidential
sash and breast, and that much against
his will.

Some collectors find it difficult to

distinguish between the rare error

20 cent, blue France and the ordinals'

20 cent, blue of 1870. In the “Stamp
Collector” Mr E. J. Martin thus ex-

plains the difference:—“The error is

engraved (typographed) and imper-
forate, while the blue 20 cent, of the
1870 issue is lithographed and imper-
forate. The typographed stamp of

the same design issued at the end of

1870 is, however perforated. There

can thus be no confusion, but the

(imperforate) error should always
have a large margin to guard against
the probability of having a 20 cent,

blue of 1870 with the perfs. clipped
off. In rare cases the error may be

found used as explained in Westoby’s
“Stamps of Europe.” In this case

the postmark must be diamond-shap-
ed, fprnied by crossed lines resemb-

ling lattice work, this being the ob-

literation of the period.”

• • •

Returned troopers from South

Africa state that V.R.I. surcharged
stamps were not often obtainable

for postage purposes, issues being
rapidly bought up by dealers, which

no doubt explains why unused

stamps so surcharged are so mode-

rate in price on the average. One

gentleman stated that where he was

located the stamps most in use were

the ordinary id English. Most troop-
ers brought back various mementoes

of South Africa, amongst them

being quite a number of Transvaal

and Orange River stamps. Nearly

every man who went out appeared,
it, is stated, to be hunting up stamps
either for himself or some friend.
On one occasion a stamp dealer’s

shop was found tenantless, and lest
the stock should come to harm the

visitors secured large quantities for

themselves, all done up tightly
in little bundles, which were handy
for transit.

Boarding and day school for
boys.

King's College.
AUCKLAND.

FOUNDED 1896.

(Abridged Prospectus for 1902.)

VISITOR:

THE REV. W. BEATTY, M.A.,
Vicar of St. Mark's Parish, Remuera.

BOARD OF REFERENCE:

MEVT.-COL. GUDGEON, C.M.G.,
British Resident, Rarotonga; LIEUT.-

COL. GORING, Whangarel; REV.
HENRY MAJOR, M.A., Hamilton;

CAPTAIN RICHARD TODD, Napier;
VINCENT E. PYKE, Esq., Gisborne;
E. B. COX, Esq., Taupirl; JOHN

GORDON, Esq, Taupirl. Auckland—

S. L. ABBOT, Esq., J. H. M. CAR-

PENTER, Esq., ARCH. CLARK,

Esq., M. A. CLARK, Esq.. D. E.

CLERK, Esq., T. COTTER, Esq.,

FRED EARL, Esq., T. FINLAYSON,

Esq.. A. HEATHER, Esq., H. B.

MORTON. Esq., JOHN MOWBRAY,

Esq., C. RANSON, Esq., H. C. TEWS-

LEY, Esq.

HEADMASTER:

MR GEO. BIGG-WITHER, B.A.

(New Zealand University.)

RESIDENT CHAPLAIN:

THE REV. CHARLES TISDALL, M.A.,

Formerly Curate of St. Paul’s Cathe-

dral, Wellington, and Vicar of
Waitotara

ASSISTANT MASTERS:

MR ARTHUR PLUGGE, B.Sc., of the
Victoria University, England, late

Science Master of Archbishop Hol-

gate’s School, York, England.

MR E. H. STRONG, M.A., with Hon-

ours of University of N.Z.

MR F. STUCKEY, 8.A., University of

New Zealand

MR C. MEREDITH

MR WORLEY

VISITING MASTERS:

MUSIC (Pianoforte, Violin, and Singing?
—MR ADAMS, MR H. CONNELL,

Ur. R. L. HUNT

SHORTHAND—MR J. H. COLWILL

GYMNASTICS — PROFESSOR CAR-
HOLLO

CARPENTRY—MR JAS. McCOLL

The Domestic arrangements are under

the Personal supervision of

MRS ASHTON BRUCE.

NEXT TERM BEGINS FEBRUARY 11th.

The COLLEGE is situated on high
ground in the Healthiest Suburb of Auck-
land. The Buildings are replete with all

the conveniences that are essential to a
First-class School.

The SYSTEM OF DRAINAGE is most

complete. The water supply Is obtained
from a well on the premises.

The GROUNDS are extensive, and In-

clude several lawns and a large paddock,
which has recently been levelled and sown
with grass, so that there is every conve-
nience for Footbail, Cricket, Tennis, etc.

The CLASSROOMS are large and well-

ventilated. NEW CHEMICAL AND PHY-

SICAL LABORATORIES have lately been
built, and are fitted up in an elaborate
manner for Instructing boys in Practical
Science. Mr Arthur Piugge, B.Sc.. is In
charge of theScience Work of the School.

There Is a large WORKSHOP, w-here In-

struction is given by a Practical Carpen-
ter.

Regular Classes In Gymnastics are held
by Professor Carrollo. The GYMNASIUM
was specially built, and the apparatus Is

of the most complete description.

The CADET CORPS, under Captain
Blgg-Wltlier. Is drilled twice a week. All
boys are required to learn military drill,
unless their parents object.

For the convenience of the Day Boys
Special ’Buses run to and from town and

Parnell.

Further Information Is contained In ths
Prospectus, which may be obtained by
application to King’s College, or Messrs
ifpton and Co., Queen-street.

Telephone >O4.

Of Joan of Arc we’ve often read.

How she her gallant soldiers led.

Till most of France she did retake.

And she herself burnt at the stake.

Those days are past, the world grows

old,

But still we often catch a cold,

To keep off which we can assure,

The use of WOODS’ GREAT PEPPER-

MINT CURE.
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