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After Dinner Gossip.

o il Cy— F

The Late 8ir Willlams

Olpbharim, V.C,

“Club Chatterer,” of “To-Day,™
tells a good story of the late Sir Wil-
lizm Olpherts;—[t was in the early
days of the Mutiny, and young OUI-
pheris was with a small Dritish force
which was ruddenly attacked by an
overwhelming foree of mutisous
Sepoys, and compelled to retreat into
a small village, leaving its two only
guns behiad it. The abindoned pieces
lay obout two hundred yards im
front of the Uriti=h position, and if
the Eritish were urable to bring
them in. they maintained such =
deadly fire that the -mutineers could
not approach them. Olpherts made
several requests to the commanding
ofticer to Dbe allowed to make an
cfort to attempt to save the guns,
but was refused each time. “Give me
a dozen men and ¥ will bring the guns

in, sir,” he =xaid, at length, to the
commander. *It would be no good
Your going.” said the latter. “yuu

would all be killed before ¥you had
puiled the guns two yerds™ *Well”
said (Mpherts, “even then that would
1oean that aboul half the foree here
would be left. AVill you ler me lead
the first dozen?” The coolness of the
young officer =0 impressed the com-
mander that he ai leagth eonsented
to the attempt being made, though
he did not eonceal his belief that the
enterprise was & foolbardy one. 0OI-
pherts justified himself, however, by
triumphantiy bringing the two guns
rafe within the British lines, amid
the ringing cheers of hiz companions
—heers in which, an eye-witness
used afterwards to assert, even the
Sepoys joiged in.
+* +

Ths Nawspapsr Man.

¥ .

Oune day during the campaign Den-
neit RBurleigh, the noted English
special war correspondent, was en-
countered a few miles outside Pre-
toria Wy that ,
{ieneral Tucker. “What the
are you doing out here with that
thing?” aszked the general, pointing
to a Kodak, which was slung round
Lis shoulders. “Well, sir,”” prompt-
ty replied Mr Burleigh, ¥ was intend-
ing to take some phofographs; but
had T known that 1 was to have the
picasure of meeting, vou I should
have brought ouwt a phonograph.”
‘At this asudacity it is said that ecen
tieneral Tucker’s stock of sulphuraus
wdjectives an low.

r + + +

An Old * Sweat Gir] Graduate.”

A remarkable story of a “sweet
girl graduate” is told by an Ameri-
cau paper. She bas just graduated
after a four years' course in history,
astronowmy, literature, political econ-
oamy, geometry, arts, sciences, and
languages, ‘The remarkable fact is
that this “schoul girl® has raised a
family and is a grandmother. In her
¥outh she was denicd edueational ad-
vantages, and was not able to com-
mence systematiec study until she was
G2 years old.

(738 + +* +

Didna*t Like Young Vanderbllit's

Ways

‘Aceording te a story in the New
York “Journal” the Vanderbilt fam-
ilv reeently held a family confsrence
nnd pulled in the horns of young
fteginald. According to the story,
Ttegrie lost 221,000 doilars at cawds.
Miter merious argument Repgie ne-
knowledged the beliefl that he had
been flecced, and consented to give
gatbling dens a wide berth in the
fulure.

The young man was also  enlled
down for Leing too speedy wwith hia
nutomebile iu the strects of New
flaven, and rebuked for hia luxurious
style of liviny as a student nt Yale.
It was pointed out that his ways
were bringing unpleasant notoriety
upon the Vancderbilt fomily, and he
was to conduct himeel! in & more
dighiied manmer.

Ne astempt was made to igsist up-

volcanic rhetorician, -

on hia giving up his tuxurioas apart-
ments, but the adrisability of tems-
peringy down his dixplay in the mat-
ter of speeding his automobile was
urgad upon the young man, and he
eventual]ly agreed to make himsell
Jess conspicuous in that detail

It is probable that the antamaobile
will be allowed to rest quietly in its
shed, or if it is taken out it will be
ryuh &t a demure pace through the
quiet wniversity 1cwn and zlong the
country roads. 50 that the townsfolk
will have no ecatse for adverse ¢om-
ment. .

+ + +
Rockonlog the Age of ths World.

One of the ways of reckoning the
ame af the world is that adapted by
ProfessorJoly ofeomputicng how long
a time muast have elapsed for the sea,
which wa= at first fresh, to become
charged with all the =alt it now con-
tains. Guided by the amount of
chloride of =odium —otherwise com-
mwon salt—which, according to Sir
John Murray, the sea eontains, IPro-
fessor Joly concluded that the earth
was 80.000,060 to 0,000,000 oI years
old. Dr. Dubais has reporterd on this
maf{er to the Academ) of Sciences
at Am:zterdam, anid he is led to dis-
puie Sir Juhn Muvrray's estimaie of
the =2maount of sodivm catried to the
sea hy rivers. and the outcome of his
examination Leing to reduce the age
of the oceans of the wmorlii to be
about 24,000,000 gyears. This agrees
fairly well with Professor Sollas’ eal-
culation that the deposition of the
geological =strits, which began as
soon as there wag sea and Jand, has
taken some 26,000,000 yecars—a mil-
lion or two more or less do not mat-
ter. Trofessor George Darwin will
not aceept less than 56,000,000, sioce
the earth threw off the moon as a
needless encumbrance, ‘and she had
begun revolving on her own axis long
before. - S - e

* + + +
‘Two Donkeyms.

A evelist in Southern France re-
cently overtook a peasant  with a
donkey cart. The patient beast was
making but little progress, so the
henevolent cyelist. putting his left
hand against the back of the cart
and guiding kis machine with the
ather hand, pushed 5o hard that the
donker, taking fresh courage, putled
his loud successfully up to the top.
When the summit was reached the
peasant barst into thanks to  his
benefacter. “It was, good of you, in-
deed, monsieur!” he protested. I
should never in the world have got
up the hill with onty one donkey.”

+ + + i

By Ordar of the Czar: A Curious
Weiding.

An English merchant resident at St.
Petersburpr desired to mwarry a Nus-ian
lady, which cannet e done without =
special edict from the Enrperor. He had
given up all hope, when one evening, a
friend, happening to find the Emperor in
A pood humour, represented the matter
to him, and desired lLis permission. “Let
Miss A, und Mr. B. be married immedi-
ately,” he ordered. The ukase was sign-
ed at 6 pm.; Ly tem it had passed
throvgh the office of registry, whence, Ly
eleven o’clock, it was in the hands of the
Syaed: and by midoight the police were
trudging the streets to put in execuniion
without delay. Mr I8, was fast asleep,
when A Llhubdering knpock at the door
awzkensd Lim with a fright. Visions
of the knout and the like floated before
hia half-wakened brain, when the bear-
faced wmnldicrs burst into his chamber,
and ordered him to dress and follow. “In
God's Name, what Lave T done' he ex-
¢laimed. *Where am I to got Muat
I Le dragged off at this hour?™ “We
have s warrant for you, which must be
executed immediately,” said the chief,
and he procesded {60 read, “By the prace
of God, the Autoecrat of the Ruasias,
ete, orders the marriage of Mr B, to
Mias A 10 be solomnised immediately ”
“You see, he admits of no delay,” said
the officer gravely, “and we are foreed
to obey orders.” The astonisbed mer-

chant was then hdarried off {o a priesi,
and them, in ecompany with this fune
tionary, to the house of the lady, who

" was thundered up in the mame manner,

and, ere her eyes were fairly opened, and
ber deshabille halt arranged, the twain
were made one. The clergyman attested
the execution of 4he senteace, and
abruptly left with the officers, learing
the astonished ecouple tn get over their
eonfusion the beat way they could.
+* -+ +

The = FPatrican ™ Nosal

The moulding influencea alluded to
which render the patrician nose to
some extent a product of eulture
s¢cm mainly traceable to a close as-
sociation which exists between cer-
tain muscles attached to the more
flexible partz of the nose and those
in the immediate neighhourhood. No-
where ia the lasting mark of domin-
ant mental kabits more plainiy seen
than in the muscles ahout the mouth.
Theyx are continually in actinn when
we exercise the will—either in self-
control or in attempis to controj
other men or things—and everv time
they eome into play  thex give a
chastening twg at our noses. Fin-
ally, it may be said that for thae
maintenance of a patrician nose at
its hest, a well balanced mind is al-
most as necexsary as carefuln=ss in
wutward behaviour. Tts chastity of
tint and cutline is endangered not

anly by high living and
low thinking, but also by the
habitual and unrestrained indulg-

ence of emntions grnerally deemed
innocent, and even laudable. These
through their strange secondary in-
fluence upon the nerves which regu-
late the cirexlation and outrition of
the skin of the face. are gnite cap-
able of inducing a certain coarseness
of expression curiously akin to that
induced by indulgence im  vicicus
pleasures. Herein, perhaps, ynay be
found -some sort of crrude and gene-
ral recipe for an aristocratic nose--
which is offered, im all good fairh,
but with no absolute warranty—te
evervone with good powers of men-
tal assimilation.

There can be mo doubt that the
ordinary plebian mose, avith jt= some

what low bridge, eoncare profile, and .
wide mostrils, is, above all others, the

nose which is proper to mankind. All
nther types are developed from  it.
Even now the whole human species,

of whaterer race, possesses it Tn
early infanmcy.
+ +* +*

Extraordinary Klaptomania

One of the strangest cases of klep-

tomania ever brought to light wns
keard of in Paris. A certain lady had
such a passion for smoking and col-
ouring meerschaum pipes that she
had been for a long time stealing
pipes of this description from shops.
In the flat which she occupied” thera
were found no fewer than 2600 pipes,
not one of which, it is believed, she
bnd paid for. Ther were neatly ar-
ranged on raeks, and thirtv-nine
were well coloured. The Court be-
fore which ehe was indicted would
licten to no excnse. but sent ber to
prizon for cight months,

Mguring X4 Oug, v

The “little Johony™ of the follow-
fng story may never have Theard
that .

“Great flemas have little fleas upon
their backs 10 bite "em,

And little flenn have jesser fleas, and
&0 ad infinjtym,”

but his method of reasoning fs anunlo-
gouv4s. He bhad been gazing thought-
fully at his book of animal plctured,
when suiddenly he called out:

“SHay, pa, does it eust much to feed
a lion?” -

“Yes.™" L

“iHow much?™ R

“0Ob. a lot of money.”

“A wolf would muke a guod meal
for a lion. wouldn't it, pa?™”

“Yed, I guness so.'"

“And a fox would be encugh for
the wolf, wouldn't it?

“Yes, xes'”

“Anil a fox conld make a menl off
a hawk, eh, pa?”

1 suppase s’

“And the hawk wouid be satisfied
With a sparrow?’

“Of course.’”

“And a big spider wonld be a good
meal for the sparrow, wouldn't it,
pat—wouldn't it, pa?"

“Yes, .\-es."

“And a iy would be enough for the
spider™

“Uf course.”

“And a drop of treacle woald e all
the fiy would want, wonldn’t it?”

“0Oh, stap your chatterl™

LR

“Lut wouldn't it, pa®

~

yes -

*Well. pa. couldn’t a man keep

a lion more'n a jear on a pint of

treacle?” .
+* + +

Plhrat Actress on Reeord.

A London paper say3 the first woman
to act on the stage in a play maode her
nppearance in 1iG0. Previous o that
time all female parts were taken by
boys or men in very much the sama
way a3 in these days the principal boyg
in the pantomimes are played by girls.
There i3 a legend that before the year
mentioned, Anne, the wife of James I.,
gssumed the female part.in a play pro-
duced at the court theatre before her
royal husband. But the fact in nat
authenticated. The charnicter enacted
by fthe first aetress in Fngland was
Desdemona, but the rame of this imtre.
pid adventuress has nnt been preserved,
and it is believed that she was a foreign-
er, for most records state that the first
English actress was a Mra Colmaz, who

appezved  in Davenant's “Siege ol
Rhodes” as lantbe in 1656, Charles Ik
is smaid to have first eneouraged the

public appearasee of women upon the
stage, and this is certalnly very pro-
babte. . :

Penny Postage bas proved a great hoon
Ever since it bhas come Into force.
Such beneiits can't reach us too soom,
Though bound to arrive in due course
It is tlme we took care of our pemce,
And Ukewse our health T am sure,
So he, with i cough and good sense,

Takes WOODS GREAT PEPPERMINT
CURE. -
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