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SIR JOSEPH (as Premier): “Understudy or no understudy, strikes me they like me in the role just as well as Pick himself. With a little
more stuffing I'd look the character, too."

Behind the Scenes.



People Talked About

Lady Campbell, who has, with her dis-

tinguished husband. Sir John Logan

Campbell, been the recipient of a host of

congratulations on the well-deserved

honour granted by His Majesty the King,

is a daughter of Sir John Craeroft Mil-

son, K.C.S.I. She was married to Sir

John in 1858. Mrs Campbell is a great

reader, and a cap tai conversationalist,

and shares to the full the respect and

splendid popularity of her husband.

O O o o o

Electoral Predictions.

The Dunedin "Star,” which has taken

to prophesying of late, is already fore-

casting what the next Parliament will

be. According to the "Star’s” vaticina-

tions, Mr Seddon will no longer be Pre

mier—whither he will have gone is an-

other question—and Sir Joseph Ward

will occupy the seat of the mighty one.

Fallen, too. from his high estate as Min-

ister of Lands will be Mr Thomas Dun-

can, of Oamaru. and in his stead will

reign Mr R. McNab, of Mataura. This

last prediction sounds extremely likely

if the fitness of Mr McNab is to have due

weight with the new Premier in the

choice of his colleagues. There is no

man in the House more respected than

the member for Mataura. Earnest com-

Whom the Dunedin "Star" tips for the

portfolio of Minister of Lands.

mon sense is the keynote of his charac-

ter. He would make an excellent Minis-
ter of Lands, for lie has infinite capa-

city for taking pains, and has long been

associated with those industries which
look to the development of the land poi-

nt of the colony for their advancement.

Mr McNab, too is young, and to judge
iv his appearance—he is one of the best

set-up men in the House—-there is not a

more energetic individual in Parliament.

Coronation Honours.

Mr Gilbert Parker, now Sir Gilbert,
was one of the men through whom His

Majesty showed his appreciation of

literature in the recent distribution of

Coronation honours. Perhaps it was

owing to the fact of his being a Cana-

dian and associated with colonial litera-

ture, as much as to the literary merit

of his works, that Mr Parker was made

a knight. He is still a young man. hav-

ing been born only thirty five years ago.
His father was a retired military officer

living in the Dominion. Sir Gilbert

grew up in Canada, and for a time held

a lectureship at Trinity College. Toronto;
but ill-health made him travel to Aus-

tralia, where he was associate editor of

the Sydney "Morning Herald" for some,

time. Leaving Australia, he travelled

among the South Sea Islands and North-

ern Canada, and coming to Englnd in

1890, he took to fiction. He has now

a recognised place among the leading
writers of the day. Readers will remem-

ber him best by such stories as “Mrs.

Falchion.” “The Trail of the Sword,”
“An Adventurer of the North,” “The

Seats of the Mighty,” “The Battle of the

Strong,” and “The Right of Way.” Sir

Gilbert's amusements are golfing and

riding.

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, one of the

two representatives of literature to

receive Coronation honours, is un-

<|iiesCn'nahly best known as the
creator of that marvellous and fasci-

nating personality, Sherlock Holmes.

But it is probable that the new

knight will be remembered by pos-
terity for other works than this.

Clever as are Sherlock Holmes’ ad-

ventures. they cannot compare in the

way of literature with some of the

same author’s historical novels. “The

White Company” has, in the eyes of

thousands of admirers, claims to rank

with “Ivanhoe” as an historical ro-

mance. Wonderful descriptive power
and knack of felicitously carrying the

reader to an earlier age are charac-

teristic of “The Refugees”; while the

story of “The Great Boer War” seems

likely to remain the best, as it is cer-

tainly the most unbiassed, history of

that memorable struggle. Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle is the eldest son of

Chas. Doyle, the artist, and nephew
of Richard Doyle, of “Punch.” He

was born in Edinburgh in ’59. and

educated at Stonyhurst and at Edin-

burgh University. He early deter-

mined to be a doctor, and practised
at Southsea from 1882 to 1890. He

is an M.D. of Edinburgh, and has at

one time and another done a lot of

travelling. In South Africa he was

senior surgeon of the Langmein Field
Hospital. His literary works are nu-

merous, and besides the works al-

ready mentioned include, notably,

“Round the Red Lamp” (a series of

doctor stories), “The Stark Munro

Letters,” “The Exploits of Brigadier
Gerard.” “Micah Clarke,” “A Study
in Scarlet,” etc., etc. He is a fine

athlete, and devoted to golf, cricket-

ing. and cycling. He is a great club

man. belonging to the Reform, Athe-

naeum, the Authors’, the National

Sporting (he is fond of boxing), and
M.C.C.

The Poet of Imperialism.

Admirers of Mr Rudyard Kipling will

be pleased, or the reverse—just as they
happen to regard these things—by the

action of the poet of Imperialism in de-
clining Coronation honours. Tn this

connection, Mr Kipling's poem, “The

Last Rhyme of True Thomas,” comes to

mind. As my readers may remember,

the first verse starts:

"The king has called for priest and cup.
The king has taken spur and blade.

To dub True Thomas a belted knight,
And all for the sake o’ the songs he

made.”

And the last line of the last verse is an

indignant refusal on the part of Thomas:

“And —ye —would — would — make—a

knight o’ me.”

Mr C. W. Goodson, of Auckland,
now in England on a visit, has, ac-

cording to papers received by the

'Frisco mail, achieved the honourable

distinction of paying off his creditors
in Norfolk aft'r 23 years, and re-

ceived nt their hands a silver casket

holding £125 in gold as a token of

esteem. Mr Goodson's struggles to

pay fOtT his Eng'lish creditors are

somewhat romantic. In 1879, while
he was in business at Norwich, Mr

Goodson found it necessary, through
misfortune, to make a deed of asstgn-

ment, his liabilities being about

£5OOO. In 1880 his creditors accept-
ed a composition of 8/5 in the £,

and Mr Goodson emigrated to New

Zealand in the hope of better fortune

and of wiping out the deficit. He

worked with a will, and gradually
built up a business and saved money.

When he was on the point of send-

ing money to his creditors in England
a wave of depression swept over New-

Zealand, and he found himself bank-
rupt. For the third time he began
again from the beginning, and reso-

lutely battled with fortune. A few

years ago he paid all his New Zea-

land creditors in full—£4soo—and

they presented him with a gold watch

and a silver salver. A few- days ago

Mr Goodson himself met his English
creditors at Norwich, and paid them

in all £1795, wiping out his indebted-

ness. There was quite a happy cre-

ditors’ meeting, and Mr Buxton, who

presided, in handing Mr Goodson the
casket, said that they all had a high
appreciation of his honour. The sou-

venir, which, with its valuable con-

tents, was then handed to Mr Good-

son, bore the following inscription—-
“ Presented to Mr Charles William
Goodson, of Auckland, New Zealand,

in appreciation of his high sense of
personal honour. Norwich, 24th May.
1902.” Mr Goodson’s reply was a

model of modesty and good taste,

and was received with great applause.

<-> o o c o

The above is a portrait of Mr John
Piimmer, well-known as "The Father of

Welington,” who. on the Saturday before

last, celebrated his ninetieth birthday.
Although confined to his bed, Mr Plim

mer personally received the eongratula-
tionse of hs many friends.

LADY CAMPBELL.

MR R. McNAB.

SIR GILBERT PARKER.

SIR CONAN DOYLE.

MR RUDYARD KIPLING.

MR C. W. GOODSON.

MR. PLIMMER.
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How the Engagement Was Announced.

A ROMANCE OF THE SMART SET.

Place: A corner in Mrs Brown-

smith’s drawing-room.
Time: Four to seven.

Characters: Mrs Mallis, Mrs Flytie,
Mrs Sweetstuif, Miss De Day and Mr

Van Clevver, also Mrs Knowitall.

Mrs Flytie: Oh! you dear thing;
how glad I am to see you! I’m so

bored that as soon as I’ve told my

hostess what a lovely time I’ve had

I’m going home. I just dropped into
this quiet corner a moment to rest

my mind before uttering oire more

mendacious platitude.
Mrs Mallis: Perhaps I’d better go

away, then.

Mrs Fly tie: Don’t. A nice little

chat with you always rests my grey-
matter. Weren’t you surprised to

find that poor, dear Ethel was finally
engaged?

Mrs Mallis: I haven't been as much

surprised at anything since I saw the
size of my last milliner’s bill. Do

you suppose that Mr Marshmallow
expects us to congratulate him?

Mrs Flytie: At any rate, he can't

expect us to sympathise with him,

and that is something.
Mrs Mallis: Isn’t it? How well

they light the rooms here. I wonder

that Ethel did not become engaged
sooner, after all. One always looks

here as she would wish her dearest
friend to see her.

Mrs Fly tie: Have you seen Mr

Marshmallow’s mother?
Mrs Mallis: No: I thought I’d finish

with my- congratulations before I

commenced my condolences. To tell
the truth, I never do see her when

I can help it; she is as uninteresting
as a musical tea.

Mrs Flytie: She bears it as well

as one could expect from a woman

who still imports her complexion.
But when she stands beside Ethel’s

mamma they- look like the before and

after taking pictures. She say-s she

does not know when the wedding
will take place.

Mrs Mallis: From the look on Mrs

Brownsmith’s face, I think she does.
When did they- induce Charley to

think that, he had proposed to Ethel?

Mrs Fly tie: Last week. I believe.

They have not yet decided whether

to have a smart wedding or a quiet
one.

Mrs Mallis: No, I understand they
can’t decide whether the value of the

extra presents will make up for the

additional expense or not. But then,

any kind of an affair is cheap if you
don't pay the bills. Why, here is Mr

Van Clevver! Do sit here a moment

and tell us something really amusing.
Mrs Flytie: No; something pathe-

tic.

Mr Van Clevver: Well, Charley
Marshmallow is engaged—that is

both.

Mrs Fly tie (rapturously): Oh, how

delightfully cynical you are!
Mrs Mallis: It is always so clever

to tell the truth; it gives one such

a reputation for originality. And
originality is as scarce as genuine an-

tiques.
Mr Van Clevver (trying not to look

flattered): Or ancestors. Have you
an idea how our friends expect to

live?
Mrs Mallis: Perhaps her father will

give them an allowance. He never

pay-s for anything himself, and he

must have some income.
Mrs Flytie: Oh. you naughty, clever

thing! I must remember that.

Mrs Mallis: If you do. pray forget
the author. By the way, they say

that when Charley asked Ethel to

marry him, she said: “All right, old

ehap. and we’ll match pennies to see

who is to be the head of the family.”
Mrs Flytie: No. they say she said:

"Yes, but it is too late to-day.”
Mr Van Clevver: I hear that when

Charley asked old Brownsmith for

Ethel’s hand he had to say it twice
before he could believe he was in ear-

nest. Oh, how do you do. Mrs

Sweetstuff: delighted to see you. I’m

sure! We are just discussing the

news.

Mrs Sweetstuff (gushingly): Yes,
isn’t it lovely! They seem made for

each other, don’t, they?
Mr Van Clevver: Do you think so?

I can’t say the same thing for Char-

ley and his clothes. Well. 1 must

really trot along now; I’ve got to

say some more nice things to our

hostess before I leave.

Mrs Mallis: Takes it well, doesn’t
he? Everybody knows he was dying
to marry Ethel himself, but his in-

come wasn’t sufficient to keep her in
golf sticks.

Mrs Sweetstuff: Oh, dear, how

dreadful, and he is so clever, too!
Mrs Fly tie (cheerfully): Clever

people never have any money. If

they had they would find life too

satisfactory to have any sharp things
to say about it.

Mrs Mallis: There goes Anne De

Lay to express her pleasure at Ethel’s
engagement. Do you remember how
hard she tried to induce Charley to

think he had found his affinity in
her?

Mrs Fly tie: As if Charley Marsh-
mallow could be induced to think

upon any subject!
Mrs Mallis: Oh, don’t be too hard

on the poor fellow. I’m sure he

thinks enough of himself.
Miss Sweetstuff: Do you really

suppose that Miss De Day wanted to

marry him? How dreadful! And
she such a lovely girl!

Mrs Mallis: Well, she knows as

well as Ethel that his grandfather is

ninety and a millionaire. Luckily,
however, she can console herself with

the thought that a bond in the bank
is worth two in a will.

Mrs Sweetstuff (suddenly): Deal

me, there is Mrs Marshmallow! [
must go and speak to her.

Mrs Mallis (looking after Mrs

Sweetstuff): Shouldn’t you think

that a. woman whose gowns sit as

well as hers would have an original
idea?

Mrs Flytie (airily): What good
would an idea do her? She would
not know what to do with it if she

bad one.

Miss De Lay: Oh. but you know,

you can’t always take what Ethel

says quite seriously. An athletic

girl spends so much time in making
her muscles flexible that she is apt. to
stretch her imagination a bit at the
same time.

Mrs Mallis (sweetly): What an in-

sight into such natures yon do seem

to have! But then you are such
friends that you ought to know her
well. I see that they have done up
the drawing-room in honour of the

event. How do you suppose they
managed to do it? They can no

more afford it than a wall-

flower can afford a birthday dinner

But who is that dreadful woman in

green? Some one of Charley’s im-

possible relatives. I suppose.
Miss De Lay (coldly): That is my

aunt. Mrs Vanaster.
Mrs Mallis (with a tremour): Is it

possible? As I was saying, it is
dreadful of her to wear such ador-
able gowns. Must you really be off’

Well, come and see me soon, there’s

a dear.

Mrs Flytie (smothering a laugh):
My dear, you are as resourceful as a

popular preacher. They say that
Charley has already given Ethel a

pearl chain and a diamond star. Do

you believe it?

Mrs Mallis: Not until I have seen

them. Well (setting down her punch
glass regretfully), 1 must be going
now.

Mrs Flytie (rising): So must I.
How do you do, dear Mrs Knowitall?
So delighted to see you. What do

you think of Ethel's engagement?
Of course I was not surprised, but

then I am never deceived in such

eases, though Mrs Brownsmith's
friends did tell her that it is a wise

chaperone that knows her own son-

in-law!
Mrs Knowitall: So suitable, isn’t

it? \on know her father has given
them a lovely house, and Charley's
Western investments have turned out
so well that they can afford to live in
it. Quite like a romance in an old
fashioned novel, isn’t it? And. by the

way. another romance is about to
be announced. Anne De Lay is going
to marry Herbie Van Clevver; she

just fold me so herself. Doubtless,

as you are never deceived, you know

all about it. but I didn’t. I am so

si upid that I never know a thing
until it has happened. Good-bye.

Like “Before and After Taking” Pictures.

"Why, Here is Mrs. Van Clevver.”

His Grandfather. Ninety, and a Millionaire.

Charley.
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The

Ping-Pong
Craze,

“NO

WONDER
EGGS
ARE

DEAR!”

"WHAT
PRICE
SPRING

CHICKEN?”
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LOOKING ACROSS LAKE TAUPO TO TONGARIRO AND RUAPEHU.

Che Scenic masterpiece of nature!

The Wonderland of the World! The Sanatorium of the Earth! The Home of the Maori!

The Deerstalkers’ Delight! The Anglers’ Paradise ! The Tourists’ Elysium!

VISIT THIS WONDROUS LAND OF THERMAL ACTIVITY.

VISIT
TE AROHA. Enjoy its hot baths and drink its healthgiving mineral waters. Visit ROTORUA, the Sanatorium

of the World. Its natural hot mineral waters they cure Rheumatism, Sciatica, Gout, Obesity, Liver Troubles, Uterine

Complaints, Nervous Disorders. Skin Diseases, and other kindred ailments Rotorua is a thousand feet above sea level.

It has a splendid climate, fine drainage, a pure water supply, electric light, excellent hotels and boarding houses, and

Government Baths. Visit the Thermal Wonders of Tikitere, Whakarewarewa, Tarawera, Rotomahana, Waiotapu,
Wairakei, Taupo, etc., etc. See WAIMANGU, the greatest gej ser on earth

Visit the Wanganui River. Its loveliness is beyond compare.
Visit the famous Buller and Otira Gorges.

Visit Hanmer Hot Springs, (Government Baths and Accommodation House).

VISIT NEW Z E A 1. A N D.
See its lovely, Picturesque Lakes, its Magnificent Waterfills and Rivers. Visit its great Fiords and Sounds Climb its Towering Mountains, majestic in

their immensity, and hoary with perpetual snow. Visit the Government “ Hermitage Hotel,” Mount Cook, under the shadow of the cloud-piercing Aorangi,
12,349 feet. (Thos. Cook & Son’s Coupons accepted )

The home of the Tattooed Maori Warriors and their handsome, dusky daughters. Visit this wonderful country with its endless variety of beautiful and

magnificent scenery which charms the senses, inspires the imagination and challenges comparison.
Stalk its thousands of Wild Red Deer and Fallow Buck. Whip its rippling streams, teeming with Rainbow, Loch Leven and Brown Trout.

For Pure Air, Pure Water, and a Tenipera'e Climate.

The Holiday Resort for the brain-weary and jaded man ofbusiness.
The Ideal Home for the man of leisure. Four days from Australia. Seventeen days from San F'rancisco. Twenty-six days from London.

Trains. Coaches, Steamers everywhere.
Comfortable Hotels. Cheap Tariffs. Full In- f

v.'-
formationregarding NEW ZEALAND supplied ’
free at the Head Office of the Tourist and 5
Health Resorts Department, Brandon Street, ' ■-
Wellington, or at the Branch Offices at Auck- VjSjc
land, Rotorua, Christchurch, Dunedin and

. Invercargill.
"» 't'kJi Visitors may have their Correspondence
Tm addressed c zo. the I ounst Offices as above '**SqM

•< Free use of Directories, Telegraphic Code
’’

|
A.vßooks, and Writing Facilities. Photographic ]

Dark Room provided free at the Head Office. lraßHSGS^BEjhsHi|wiKSMftv_ i‘»||r |
Wellington.

****"

Cable Address “ MAORILAND.”

Minister in Charge of the

Tourist Health Dept.—

The Hon- Sir JOSEPH WARD ’ KCMG -

- T. E. DONNE.

MUD VOLCANO ON THE ROAD TO W AIOTAPU. THE YELLOW TERRACE, WAIOTAPU
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DEAR DEAD WOMEN

by

Lady Arabella Romilly
PART 11.

CHAPTER 11.

I was dreaming in my chair by the

fire, ami suddenly I looked up, and

my eyes fell on a picture of Veronica
on my chimney-piece—a little sketch

1 had made of her myself, one day.
I met her the same year 1 had met

Cynthia. She did not glide into my

soul; we did not fall into an entang-
ling friendship, but what a sweet Ver-

onica she was!

She was much younger than Cyn-
thia. She was full of gladness and

merriment and poetry. After sit-

ting gazing at the moon all through
a summer night, listening to distant

nightingales in the hush of the star-

light and in the dimmest hour before

tin dawn, Veronica came like the

first sunshine, the wildest bird's

song, the quick rustle of the leaves

touch by the first breeze of

morning! She was a woman made

to lx* everyone's spoilt darling, and

when she was not being spoilt, she

resented it prettily, and with a child-

like petulance all her own.

I own now. that during the week

tl.at I was in the same house with

her I almost forgot Cynthia.
She was a slight, willowy woman,

looking even younger than her age.

She had ways of her own. in speak-
ing. looking, dressing. Twenty years
ago tea-gowns were hardly invented,
but Veronica always came down to

tea in long. soft, flowing gowns,

white or softly tinted. She dressed

to suit her own type.
No words can quite' describe her

kind of charm. Bewitching, sedui-

■si.nte. seem to suit her best.

As years passed on. her charm in-

creased. for sometimes I saw a look

of sadness complete the beauty’ of

her enchanting eyes.
IVe were friends from the first. She

loved to laugh, and her light wit

brought life and love and laughter in

ils train.

Veronica Eastlake and T met often

during these eight years, but though
always fascinated bv her when with

bn. I remaned faithful to Cynthia.
Hut towards the end of the eight

years Veroivea had become very dear

to me. and Cynthia had grown anx-

ious and unhappy.
Veronica grew more bewitching

since I had come
to know Her bet-

ter. and became more and more a

presence in my life. Cynthia grew
sadder as life went on. and the bur-

den grew too heavy, and my soul was

alternately tender and impatient, and

one day 'she said to me almost pas-

sionately.
“ Lancelot. I am certain you are

beginning to tire of me”

How well men know that awful

sentence; it strikes terror into the

bravest heart. A man can face an

advancing army 'better than those

pathetic words—“You are getting
tired of me.”

And all men know how they pro-
list to the contrary, feeling that the

truth is lying hidden somewhere un-

der the words.
A man can be almost brutal to a

woman whom he is madly in love

with. for love is aften a madness and

a curse: but to a woman whom he
lives only tenderly he can never

bring himself to tell the absolute

ti uth.

I went to see Veronica one late No-

vember afternoon.

When I came into her sitting-room
she was lying back on her large so-

fa. As she rose to receive me with

a little word of welcome she seemed

I ke a dream-lady coming to me in

her long white gown—Undine, a white

fairy queen, a being that might glide
out of your sight with a little tender
laugh, leaving you spellbound. Whe-

ther yon loved her or not, she knew

bow to become a haunting influence

in a man's life.

Veronica was always herself- 1

had not then found out whether she

were the greatest actress or the most

natural woman in the world. But

whether she acted her part or was

glad to see me. I did not know
then—but she came to me with a

smile in her eves and on the sweetest

of lips. I almost fancied her hand

trembled a little in mine.

“And so we meet at last. Sir Lance-
lot.” she said. “How you have for-

gotten me. Tell me about yourself."
Veronica aften talked about herself

to those she eared for. perhaps, some-

times, as a means of understanding
them. She once told me she judged

at once of the nature of a man or

woman by the way they answered

her when she told them she was ill.

But to those whom she knew to be

sympathetic to her she gave the

deepest, most intense sympathy. She
was a woman who could never fail a

friend—she would not have known
how-

“There has not been much to tell,"
I answered. “I have not been to
see you lately—no--but then I have

seen no one. I have been busy with

a book.”

“Have you put me into the book?’’
she aske.’l prettily.
“If I were to try and put you into

a book. .Mrs Eastlake, I should not

know how to begin or where to end.”

“Is that a compliment?” she asked,
laughing a low. little laugh. “I

thought I could have trusted myself
to you,” and then her mood changed.
"Perhaps.” she said gently, “sorrow

has come to both of us since we

parted. Sorrow should draw two
friends together — more closely. I

know,” she said impressively, lean-

ing her head on her hand as she lay
among the cushions, and turning her

eyes to me, ”1 know sorrow has

touched you—deeply- It is not for

me to speak—till you speak. If it is
not right to speak. I can be still, and
let silence speak for me.”

Her eyes of magic seemed to tear
the word from me. Her white arms

seemet, as they lay there quietly, in-
viting me to tell her of my sorrow.

She had put herself apart. She only-
felt my sorrow, then.

“Sorrow,” I said, “yes, indeed,
What is a man to do with his life?"

“Ah, what, indeed! And what can

a woman do with hers?”
“A ou," I said incredulously. “Can

you have sorrow too!”

"We v,i'll talk about that—some

‘lay—perhaps not at all.” And in

that dim lamplight I could almost

fancy her eyes were full of tears.
Ihen she got up. and began moving

about the room, showing to me her
new photographs, her mts of silver,
her old engravings, new to the room
since I had seen it. There were

many flowers, mostly white or purple
—for those colours were her passion.
She passed her hands over the white
chrysanthemums,

great drooping
eather-dihe flowers, in a large silver

bowl. There were gardenias in tiny
bohemian glasses by her. and vio-
■ets and heliotrope everywhere

‘ Is it good for you to live amongall these sweet flowers'?” 1 asked, for
as she moved beside me. she seemed
to be too pale.

(Softly came Cyn.nia’s whisper to
my soul, Do not confide in Veronica
1 am sacred—l am here.”)

Softly can>e the caressing voice of
Aeronica: Aes. tell me
Ao one comes here in need of sym-pathy without laying their sorrows
in my hands to console them.” Asshe spoke she laid her little, softhand out to me—yet not to me—only-
on the cushions by her, as if
me to speak. a

Ii
I

ste"ed t*3 the living and not to
the dead; it was a great struggle,
veronica aid not speak—she waited
tor me to speak.

“Airs Eastlake, I have lost the
friend who was all the world to me
Her life made my life. I have lost
the one woman who cared for me
and whom 1 cared for. Aly life is an
utter blank.”

A change came over her face. 1 do
not think a woman lives—or a man

either—who quite listens unmoved
to the knowledge that another is “all
the world.” I know I should have
felt a pang if Veronica had told me
she had lost her only friend on earth.

Vefloniea could not always com-
mand her manner and words. She
had self-control, but not to any rigid
extent. She had so much expression
in her lace that she could not make
an impassive mask of It. When she
spoke at last, her manner was sub-
dued. e»en tender.

"Was she so much to you—l did not
know?”

“She was the one thought of my
life. ’ I answered. I knew she did
not entirely believe me; how could
she? But I spoke more decidedly
than I felt, out Of loyalty to Cynthia.
Veronica remained very still, looking
quietly at me. I did not look at her
as calmly as she looked at me.

I had a pitiful inclination to wound
the gentle Veronica. I could not
let her imagine that she had entered

into my thoughts at all.

“Strange,” Veronica answered, her

slight fingers playing with the chry-
santhemums beside her* “I did not
km.w such faith and loyalty existed"I will have your violets or nothing.”
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in these days. lam glad to know

one woman found it in her life—I
could find it in my heart to envy her

for her power of inspiring one to

faith and chivalrous devotion. Ah, I

feel for you. 1 do feel for you.“
And then so kind were her eyes

that 1 could have knelt at her feet,
and prayed for her hands to be lifted

up over me in prayer—as one kneels

at the shrine of the Madonna of Con-

solation. “I cannot quite pity you,
if you and one woman have once

found your ideal in each other. I do

not quite pity those who have found

on earth one moment of supreme
happiness. Don’t you think it is bet-

ter than a long life all grey, like a

mist?”
"But you,” I answered, “what have

you to complain of? I have lost

everything—you have lost nothing.

“Nothing,” she said quickly, losing

her dreamy sadness in a moment—-

“nothing! Sir Lancelot, it is best

that you should always think of me

as you see me—do not imagine more.

You know when brightness and

merriment is wanted I can be bright
and merry, and you know that I
would never jar upon a mood of sad-

ness—and that mood suits me best
—but for the rest—I am your friend

to help you by sympathy, silent or

spoken, in your great trouble- Hu

this 1 will tell you, I can enter into

your sorrow—and could 1 feel if 1,
t'bo, had not suffered? It is only
when two souls have gone into the

depths of suffering that they can

hold out their hands to each other

out of the shadows—out of the deep.
"But,” she said, more sadly still, "we

all g<> down alone, and, it is only
sometimes, in the worst moment, we

find a soul there too—in the deep.”
“You have held out your hand to

me,” 1 said, reverently. She turned

to me with that smile which came lik?

sudden sunlight into a house of

mourning and death, and melted

away half the tragedy of life with a

warm human glow. "You would like

to help me in my sorrow. I should

love to help you.”
And then Veronica and I looked in-

to each other’s eye*, and each knew,

though neither spoke the knowledge,

that a new era had begun in our

friendship, and that sympathy whieh

is both human and divine woke in

our hearts.

I ceased to look on Veronica only

as all the world might.
She was fast becoming to me the

dearest woman in the world though I

did not quite realise It then. When

I rose to go she held out a gardenia

to me.
“ I will not take it,” I said, “

you

are not a gardenia. You may seem

s<> to others, but not to me. I will

l.ave your violets or nothing."
She gave me her violets without a

word.
“ They are the flowers of faithful-

ness and! tenderness, but they are

also the flowers of renunciation and

repentance, growing in the spirit-
world about the feet of those who

have entered into the kingdom of

Heaven through great tribulation.”
Then I left her with no more words.

PART 111-

THE PRIEST.

CHAPTER I.

I often went to see Veronica, and

her charm grew on me gradually, as

incense steals into the senses.

I reproached fnyself bitterly* for

my folly in loving a married woman

again, and this time with a less whol-

ly spiritual love.

Quite unconsciously to herself—so

she has told me in after years—l be-

came the one friend in the world to

her. and yet there was always a bar-

rier between us, and that barrier was

honour.

I often wondered how it was with

all her soft-confiding ways, her child-

like recklessness, that the divine pur-

ity of her inmost soul seemed to keep
her safe. I think sometimes her

earthly side asserted itself, and she

found if hard to remain within the

strong white bar of light which kept
her from being like many’ women of

her type. I knew she had two na-

tures in her.

I had a letter from her. early in

September. She had come to Lon-

don to be near her sister, who was

ill.
She gave up much of her time to

her sister, and it was difficult to find

her at home. She had left her hus-

band in Scotland.
T had a week’s business in London.

I left my guests to the care of my
cousin and my sister, and came to

town.

Veronica had a way tn her letters

of saying very tender things, liable to

misconstruction. Little sentences

which took one by surprise—half
frightened and half charmed one. It

is difficult for a man to nnswe. such

letters when his feeling* fire more

than those of kindly tenderness.

“ If by any chauce you should be

in London, come and see me, dear
friend. Good-bye. I send you some

white heather. Are you being a

little less sad—a little more recon-

ciled to your life?”
In another part of her letter—“ 1

miss our" long talks over books. Dear

b< oks: I think so much depends on

the way we take them. Book talk

may lead to much, or be so safe.”

’1 his was one of Veronica’s danger-
ous little sentences, and what man

could ever tell whether she expressed
a reflection or a sentiment?

Life had become something like

wariness just now. for Cynthia’s
form, with reproachful eyes, haunted
me by day and night- I could al-

most hear her saying, “ Lancelot, you
have broken your promise. Another

woman has taken my place.”
Yesterday morning I had laid a

wreath of passion flowers on her

grave.
I had left mv home a day earlier

so as to take the wreath from my
own conservatory. I had reached

her deserted house in the afternoon.
I had walked about the silent room

—I found in her little sitting-room
some photographs of myself. I car-

tied them away with me. I found

her Prayer-book lying on the table;
I opened it and found these words

written under her name:
“ Love must not be selfish. It

ought to be self-less enough to re-

joice. in giving up the beloved one

t< another if it were for his happi-
ness. But one must be quite sure

it is for his happiness. It is all per-

plexity. and darkness, but 1 know,

within my sold, my love for him

would not rejoice in giving him up.
Ah. God! do women on earth ever at-

tain to such heights as this? Ah.

God! do women in Heaven?”

My eyes were filled with tears as

1 read these words—but Veronica
held my heart.
I turned and looked once more at

the familiar room where Cynthia and
I had spent so many hours together-

Her picture stood on an easel—it
used to be in the drawing-room, but
a kindly hand had placed it here,
consecrating the room to her mem-

I stood and looked long at the
drooping lily head, the refined thin
features, the sad blue eyes— widely

opened, with the innocent look of a

< hild. Her dark hair was slightly
raised from her forehead. She was

dressed in white, and the background
was a daffodil sunset.

The sweet, old-fashioned room—-all
So still in the house, where Cynthia
l ad suffered and died.
I laid the wreath of passion flow-

ers on the grave —where Cynthia St.
John and her little sons lay. I knelt
down by the cross, and . leant mv
tired head against it.

“ Forgive me. dear lost friend
” t

said. “ The promise was too hard.
Do you not understand?” Then I

kissed the grave reverently, and left

the mother and the sons alone.

(To be Continued.)

Where Cynthia St. John and her little sons lay.
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Copyright Story.

An Evil Ambition.
By LADY MABEL HOWARD.

Author of " Undoing of John Brewster," Etc.

Geohrey Vandurgli emerged from the

train at Valentia Harbour, that small

unimportant spot in the extreme south

of Ireland. Gathering his belongings
together he embarked on the ferry boat

for Valentia Island. His thoughtswere

far away. He had but yesterday left
London, and his mind, his thoughts,
still dwelt on the busy city. the House

of Commons, of which he was a mem-

ber; the thousand and one interestsand
incidents which went to make up his

life; the last and greatest—the bitter

disappointment when only two days be-

fore, the rejected manuscript of his

novel—over which of late his whole time

and energies had been expended—had
been returned to him. Gazing absently
on the scenery before him, he recalled

as he had done many times during the

last twenty-four hours, the publisner’s
words to him—“wonderful power of

writing—a great knowledge of human

nature—but—the plot—there was noth-

ing to interest—let him find a plot and

the rest would be perfect.” He laughed
bitterly to himself—his great ambition

had been a literary career; it had al-

ways been so with him from a boy, and

he could find no plot. Well—he re-,

fleeted sarcastically, he was not likely
to find one here. His disconsolate eyes

fell on the stretch of landscape —the
fishing village of Valentia with its pic-
turesque brown-sailed fishing boats, the

mainland beyond, which appeared to be

an eternity of bog, peat stacks, and

white hovels. A few Kerry cows were

the only visible signs of life amidst the

universal dreariness. His thoughts
drew back to himself and his present
surroundings—his friend for whose sake

he had taken this journey. He remem-

bered as yesterday the parting at Ox-

ford. the hand-clasp, the good-oye—good
luck—and what had all these years
brought to them? To him riches, suc-

cess. friends, and yet with them all the

one real ambition of his life denied him

—a literary success. And his friend,
what had the past eight years done for

him? He, too. had been full of hope,
full of life; he, too, had taken honours,
and had left Oxford with head and heart

high: an accident had taken away his

health, an unscrupulous father had

robbed him of his heritage, and now for

many years he had lived in Valentia Is-

land. Living was cheap here, it was

warm, and the doctor had forbidden

anything but a warm climate. Their

lives had flowed on separated by hun-

dreds of miles of land, and thousands

of miles of contrast. But they had

never quite lost touch, letters few and

far between formed the links, and a

sudden resolve, a freak almost, a hun-

ger and thirst for an old friend, which

sometimes overwhelms, came across him.

The House of Commons had risen for

ten days, and four of them he had de-

termined should be given up to his old

friend. Heavens! what a desolate coun-

try. How eould Roger have borne it

all these years? But they were nearing
the land; his friend, lame, shrunken as

he was, was there to greet him on his

landing.
Roger Gordon's hair was plentifully

streaked with grey, his eyes had that

look of continuous suffering which

one sees so often, but his smile was

as bright, his manner as genial as

eight years ago. Geoffrey knew that

with the sight of him mo. t of his good
impulses sprang to life again, and he

felt ashamed of many past things.
But at that moment the years were

bridged over, he took up his life
where he had left it, and together
they walked up from the landing-
place, almost too glad for words.

“How can you live in this desola-

tion?” asked Geoffrey an hour later

when they were watching the June

sun set behind the low cultivated hill

in front of them. The place where

they stood, it is true, was an oasis.

The garden, tended by his and his ser-

vant's hands, the little white house

with the creepers trained on it—a

gladdened spot, but beyond, around,

everywhere, poverty, desolation,

dreariness.

Roger turned to his friend with a

sunny smile, a smile which smoothed

the lines and even took the suffering
from his eyes. “Ah,” he said, “I too

once thought like you, but one be-

comes patient and even cheerful.”

The setting sun touched his hair and

his face, imparting to them a sudden

spiritualising glow. “I have not

many years to pass, and then—l have

a great interest—a novel I am writ-

ing—but we must go in. I will tell you

later.”

They went into dinner: everything
was of the simplest. Fish caught
round the island, chicken reared on

the farm near, a bowl of early roses

in the middle of the table, while the

one attendant in whom Geoffrey re-

cognised their mutual servant of long
ago at Oxford, waited upon them with

careful attention.

When a few hours later Geoffrey
stood at the window of the little bed-

room allotted to him, and looked out

at the water rippling under the rays
of the moon, Roger's words came

back to him—a novel—he was writing
a novel. He laughed to himself at

the idea of a man writing a book who

had lived in this hole for eight years,
who had not mixed with any human

beings except Irish farmers and fish-

ermen, and perhaps a stray tourist.

How stilted, how old-fashioned it
must be. Would he be able to keep
his countenance while he read it to

him as he suggested. Geoffrey Van-

durgh was cruel. He laughed aloud,
and the man whose bed lay next the
other side of the wall heard it, with

a shudder, and it gave him many
sleepless hours.

The next morning Geoffrey remind-

ed him of his promise. After an early
luncheon they got into tne little row-

ing boat. Roger with manuscript in

hand. They landed in a creek, a fa-
vourite spot of Roger’s, where he

assured Geoffrey they could read un-

disturbed. The latter pulled the boat

chain, fastened it to a rock on the

shore, and lighting a cigar prepared
himself for some hours of boredom—-

he must bear it, he thought; anyhow
it was a rest, after months of Lon-

don and society it was a change, an

hour of peace. The lapping of the

waves against the boat as they sat

there during those hours was ever

fresh in his ears, to the end of his

life that sound came to him. always
at unexpected, unwished for mo-

ments. Sometimes when in the middle

of a speech in his career, often when

engrossed in a crucial and important
discussion when in office, that sound

would pursue him: almost like, a ghost
he came to dread it; people would

wonder at his sudden preoccupa-

tion, his curious absence of mind,
but he himself knew that sound

would follow him till he died: but

here, on that June afternoon, he was

only conscious of the intense restful-

ness. the sleepy, indolent feeling
which was inspired by that continual
regular lapping of the water.

His friend began to read his manu-

script shyly and with diffidence. He

had no opportunities, no one with

whom to interchange suggestions, or

ideas; he had been alone all through
and this book was the outcome. But

before he had heard many pages,

Geoffrey’s interest was assured. He

threw away his cigar, and found him-

self absorbed in the wonderful imag-
ination and power of his friend’s
book. It was truly a clever and orig-
inal one, a story of India, a plot so

weird and uncommon that Geoffrey
found himself hanging on his friend’s
words. He realised how true it was

that those who came to mock re-

mained to pray. The hours slipped
by, nothing was heard but the sound

of Roger’s voice as he read. At last,
however, his voice grew weak, he

could read no more. With a sigh he

laid the manuscript down, and told

Geoffrey he would finish it another

time. He must rest now.

Astonishment and envy had taken

possession of Geoffrey. He was fill-

ed with resentment that his friend,
this man who had lived in this for-

saken spot, who had no touch with

the world or human nature, had con-

ceived, had evolved this in his brain,
and what a brain! that of a genius.
Ah, why? why had not such an idea,
such a plot come to him. If he had

thought of it, it would have been
particularly conducive to his style
of writing. He could have coloured

it perhaps even better than Roger had
done. Amazement kept him dumb,
and it was only after Roger’s eager,
anxious question put twice. "What
do you think of it?” that he suffi-

ciently recovered himself to answer,
and in his envy he grudged tne words

which were forced from him.

“It is wonderful,” he said slowly,
“you are a genius, you win burst
upon the world as a great author.”
He busied himself with the boat and
pushed it off as he spoke.

Roger shook his head. "My dear

fellow, you are much too flattering.
Wait, till it is refused by the pub-
lishers. But anyhow,” he drew him-

self up, “it has been my salvation. I

came here sick at heart, my soul
dark, my body crippled, and in this

book I found everything I had lost,

my faith—my patience—my God.”
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There was a long pause. When he

spoke again, his voice bad regained
its usual composure. “But it has

taken me years already, Geoffrey, and
it will be another three before I
can finish it. maybe I shall not live to
see it finished. I am so weak. I can

only write such a short time, and
sometimes not for weeks. If I die
too soon,” he smiled, “you must take
it in hand. Do you remember writ-

ing was always your future, your
ambition, -and I never thought of it
in those days, and now you are living
the practical' busy life, and I am

the dreamer of dreams."
His unconsciousness and simplicity

almost overcame Geoffrey; he was

silent as he took the oars and rowed
him back to the little cottage. They
sat far into the night, Koger giving
him a brief outline of the scheme of
the last part of his story, and long
after the lame man had laid his head
on his pillow Geoffrey was sitting at
his writing table, eagerly, feverishly
scribbling down notes of the great
story he had heard that day, in order,
he told himself, to be able to remem-

ber it, to recognise it, when years
hence he should come across it in

print.. But beneath, behind, the

devil was lurking, was urging him on

with terrible temptation, although
at present, it was only a thought far

back in his mind. unrecognised by
himself. He spent a sleepless night,
the intense pathos of his friend’s
words to him coupled with the en-
vious and jealous thoughts which

came to him in the silence of the
night, or rather early morning, were

drawing- him different ways, and he
was thankful for the broad prosaic
daylight. But the pleasure of his
visit had vanished. Telling his friend
he was called back to London by one

of the many letters which waited for
him on the breakfast, table, he took
his departure.

“You've done me a world of good,”
Koger said, “as he walked down

with him to the ferry. “I shall be able

to go back, and do much better
work. Come again one day.”

Geoffrey wrung his hand and de-
parted. All through the long journey
back he was struggling with good
and evil, and in the end evil predomi-
nated.

During the months which followed.
Society mourned the absence of
Geoffrey. He was busy, was his an-

swer when railed on his misanthropi-
cal propensities. But when eight
months afterwards it leaked out that

the great novel of the moment, writ-
ten under a nom de plume, was in re-

ality the work of Geoffrey > andurgh,
the world understood and appreciat-
ed. Publishers, literary men, fash-

ionable women, all alike flocked

round him, and railed him and re-

proached him for trying to hide his

name from them- It was in vain

he endeavoured to keep up the decep-
tion. He was only laughed at for his

diffidence and humility.
But far away in Valentis

Island one man knew and

understood the reason. Roger
Gordon had been struck by the

title of the book advertised, and had
procured a copy. It had arrived one

morning, and he had undone it at
breakfast with curious fingers. But

the first few pages had been sufficient,

to send away his breakfast untasted,

The servant wondering at the un-

usual silence, softly opened the door,
and had caught the words, “Mine
own familiar friend.” But his mas-

ter called to him to get the boat
ready, he was going out. The order
was nothing unusual: Koger was in

the habit of going out on fine days
drifting close to the shore in his

boat, but as his servant handed him

the oars that morning there was a

look on his face he had never seen

before. He was so struck by it that
he begged him to let him come, but

Boger for the first time in his life

answered him with impatience. So
he pushed the boat off. and went back

to his work. The lame man rowed

out of reach of the land into what
he knew to be deep water, and then

from under his coat he pul-
led the manuscript of his

book, that manuscript on which

his life's energy had been
expended—all to no purpose. There
was an expression of ngony on his

face as his thin fingers grasped it

lovingly for a moment, but only for

a moment, a resolute look eame

over his mouth, he dropped it
over the side of the boat. There

was just the sound of the splash, a

few large bubbles came to the top,
and then stillness. He did not wait;
rowing back, he went to his little

room, that room whit’i had known

him for eight long years, which had

witnessed his hopes, his lone-

liness. His table was as usual,
his pen ready for work, his

paper piled up alongside for a fresh

chapter.' All seemed asking him to
come. Suddenly he re Vised that his

work was all over. His life had no

more interest, could have no more

interest, that between him and death

lav only the dreary days of waiting;
laid his head down and sobbvd

aloud: his heart was broken-

In the midst of his success, Geof-

frey Vandurgh was not happy. The
still small voice of conscience was be-

ginning to make itself felt. For six
months he stifled it—he filled his life

to the full, he had never been so

brilliant, so apparently his

nights were terrors to him. In his

sleep he would wake up suddenly to
that sound of the lapping of
the water against the boat.

In the early morning his

face bore signs of what he.

had suffered, but still he was driven
on—on. Several times he took up his

pen to write to his friend, but each

time he threw it down again. It was

impossible. He knew there was noth-
ing he could ever say, ,'thing he

could ever do which could compen-
sate for the evil he had wrough*,
though sometimes the craving to
know of Roger, to hear his voice, to

l>eg his forgiveness almost over-

whelmed him-

So the months drifted on, and near-

ly a year later one morning in “The

Times,” he saw the announcement
of Roger’s death—-just the simple
faet. He could not get away at the

moment, but a month later he found

himself once more at Valenti-a; the

house was shut up with a board up
to let; the pretty garden was al-

ready a prey to weeds, and there was

nothing to tell that Roger had ever

lived there, save the new mound of

grass which the sexton showed him.

Ah, God! he was punished—his life
was one living lasting reproach. All
his success, his money, his life itself

he would have given for a word of

forgiveness from his friend which

could never come.

Some years later a book appeared.
There was no nom de plume even at-

tached to it, only initials. The title
was “Dead Sea Fruits.” The thought-
ful people read It, and marvelled at

the suffering contained in it. The

careless threw it aside, and said it
was impossible. But in it Roger's
broken heart was avenged.

Complete Story.

A Shoot of Grey Note Paper.

By EMILY IDAH FARNUM.

"Bess!”

"Don’t call me 'Bess,' my name is

Elizabeth; and, considering the pub-
licity of our surroundings, I think it
would be more dignified, not to say

respectful, for you to address me as

Miss Richards?’
“Well. I never!" ejaculated Mr Ver-

non, as he seated himself at the table
and surveyed the small, irate person,
who was viciously banging her type-
writer. “You'll smash your machine,
Bess—ahem! Miss Richards—if you
keep that up.”

The young woman stopped, folded
her hands and bestowed on Mr Ver-

non a withering glance from a pair
of sapphire blue eyes.

“Can't you see I'm busy?" she de-

manded ominously. “You’ve been
here once before to-day. What do

you want?"

“To talk with you," replied Mr Ver-
non imperturbably.

“One would think I were here for
the sole purpose of entertaining peo-
ple,” Miss Richards remarked sar-

castically. “I’ve had to settle two

extremely impertinent men already
this morning. I beg of you not to

make the third."
“What did they say to you?” in-

quired her visitor in a tone which
boded no good for them were they
in his vicinity.

“Oh,” wearily, “one dictated two

letters, and on the strength of it

asked me to go out driving with him:
the other desired my company at lun-
cheon.”

“The scoundrels!” growled Mr Ver-
non savagely.“Give it up, Bess, and-

marry me.”

“I don’t know why it is.” continued
Miss Richards, declining to take any

notice of his offer, “but nine men out

of ten, if they bring me one dollar's
Worth of work, think they may stay

and bore me for an hour. I he tenth
always imagines I’m hungry or pin-
ing for a drive."

“I really think this play will net

you at least twenty," interrupted Mr
Vernon, in a blended tone of meek-
ness and mischief, taking a roll of

manuscript from his pocket, "and,
according to your statement, Bess.
I'm liable to bore you for twenty
hours. Still, if you prefer the drive
or

"

“Let me see it!” cried Elizabeth
eagerly. “Oh. Dave, is it vour new

play? ’
Yes. replied Mr lemon, handing

her the manuscript, "but I really
wish, my dear girl, you would be
more respectful when you address
me. My name is David, and, in a

public place like this"—with a com-

prehensive glance around the room

which contained only himself and
Miss Richards—"l really think it
would be more dignified for you to

say Mr Vernon."

“Oh, bother!” retorted Elizabeth,
making a naughty fake. After which

expressive remark, she plunged into
the manuscript and became utterly
oblivious to Mr Vernon's presence.

They had met two years before at

Cornell. It was Elizabeth's first year
and David’s last. He had a sister,
who was in her class, and the two

girls became very intimate. Natur-

ally the brother came in for his share
of attention, and, as naturally, he fell
a victim to the charms of his sister's
friend.

Before the close of the year Eliza-
beth had to resign all thoughts of a

college education. The death of her
father and the condition of his af-
fairs made it necessary for her to
assume the support of her mother
and little brother. She had made
herself proficient in stenography be-
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Pore entering Cornell, and, for *

time, had acted as her father s sec-

retary. On her return home she de-

voted six weeks to "getting up her

speed,” and then opened an office in a

newspaper building on F street.

David Vernon loomed up once more

hi her horizon about a year after she

began her stenographic career. His

uncle was a well-known Washington
lawyer, and he offered to take David

into the firm as junior partner. The

young man would have preferred a

literary career, but the opening was

such a good one that he accepted it.

It also had the advantage of bringing
him nearer to Elizabeth. lie devoted
his evenings to the study of litera-

ture. however, and already had fame
as the author of several charming
little comedies.

When he learned what Elizabeth

was doing and how hard she had to

■work, David, with fine prospects but

small salary, asked her to marry him,
and Elizabeth laughed.

“I'd spoil your career. Dave.” she

said; “and if that is not a good rea-

eon’'—with a glance of amusement—

“I have a better.

“What is it?” demanded Mr Ver-

non.

“I don't, love you.” she returned.
“Besides, you are only twenty-seven,
David, and you don’t want to burden

yourself with a wife for at least

eight years. I’ll be too old then—-

thirty—and you’ll prefer some young
girl.”

••I’ll do no such thing/’ interrupted
David eagerly. “I’ve loved you for

two years, and I’m going to marry

you if I have to wait until you re

forty! There isn’t a reason on earth

why you can’t love me.” he added,

with a touch of indignation; “1 m

good-looking, clever ”

•'Oh. Dave!”

•‘Well, you’re not going to deny it,
are you?” demanded he

•'I tell you what. Hess, in five years
1 shall be rich. Then, how nice for

you to be Mrs Vernon!”
“What a mercenary wretch you

must think me! said Elizabeth, with

a gleam of mischief in her eyes. “Be-

Ikxing me to be adamant where your

ffood looks and cleverness are con-

cerned, you tempt me with riches.

For shame, sir. for shame!”
But the office door slammed behind

him and David was gone. After this

first interview. Mr Vernon was a fre-

quent visitor at Elizabeth’s home as

well as at her office. <,
lo this latter

place, however, he solemnly averred

that he “only went on business.” He

was in no wise discouraged by her re-

fusal of bis first offer of marriage, and

continued to propose to her. And

Elizabeth continued to refuse. How-

ever, she derived much comfort from

his society, and in numerous thought-
ful. lender little ways he helped to

brighten her life.

“How many copies do you want?”

asked Elizabeth in her most business-
like manner, as she laid the roil of

manuscript on her desk.

“Two,” responded Mr Vernon prompt-
ly. and then added mischievously. “that

is. unless you want an extra copy for

yourself. Maybe when I'm dead and

gone. Elizabeth, it will comfort you to

pore over these evidences of ».iie genius
your criticism has fostered.”

“More like you will lose your copies
and want to borrow mine.” said Eliza-

beth in the tone of one having experi-
ence. Mr Vernon regarded her mourn-

fully. “There isn’t an ounce of senti-
ment in you.” he remarked.

“Thank heaven there isn't!” replied
Richards fervently. You may not

realist* it. but sentiment is a dangerous
trait for a woman in my position.
“Now.” she added teasingly. as she saw

the look of disgust creeping over David’s

smooth-shaven face, “now, if id been

sentimental, Dave, I would doubtless

haxe i»ec.n married and divorced several

times in the last two years.”
“I wish to goodness you’d quit this

place,” growled David, gazing at her

anxiously. “You grow more tfippant
and cynical every day.”

WhoM decipher your miserable chiro-

graphy if I did?” demanded she archly.
‘Ale could have a machine at home,”

he suggested eagerly.
Miss kiichsrds laughed. “What a

tempting prospect!” she cried gaily.
“All your other suggestions have failed
to appeal to me. but this one is so bril-

liant. Dave, I really shall have to con-

sider it!”

Ouee again the door banged violently
and the email mistress of the establish-
ment found herself alone. “Never
mind, be will be up to the house to-

night,” she thought philosophically as

she went back to her machine.
The day following the stenographic

office of Miss Richards was a very busy
place. Work had come in, as was often
the ease, with a rush, and Elizabeth

had to engage another stenographer to

assist her. Towards the close of the

day, however, she found time to begin
David's play. As she proceeded with it

her interest grew apace. “It is his best

effort,’’ she kept repeating to herself

exultantly, while her fingers flew swift-

ly over the keys, “and it must suc-

ceed!”
She had just finished the first act

when her eyes fell upon a tiny sheet of

.gray notepaper which had doubtless
slipped between the leaves of the manu-

script by accident, and the following
in a dainty hand greeted her: —

“My Dearest Boy.—l am so sorry not

to have seen you Friday night—and so

glad that you have gotten over being
cross with me. Do come Sunday, and

we'll bury the hatchet for good. It was

all a mistake, dear, but you must ad-

mit I had cause to act as I did—you
were seen with her so much.—Ruth.”

Elizabeth put her hand to her head

in a dazed fashion. So Dave was like
all the rest; Dave, whom she had be-

lieved to be ail her own And another

girl was complaining of his attentions

to her—Elizabeth! Dell, tne other

girl would have no further occasion to

complain so far as she was concerned!

hen Mr Vernon called the next day,
Miss Richards was taking a speech for

Senator Smith. The learned legislator
was tramping up and down the little

office, talking, it seemed to David, at the
rate of 300 words a minute, and

gesticulating fiercely. Elizabeth look-
ed up from her notebook and pointed
to a roll of papers on her desk. David

helped himself and went out. That

night when he called at the house

Mrs. Richards informed him that Bess

had a headache and asked to be ex-

cused. He thought nothing of this,
but when two or three days had gone
by and he failed to' get speech with

her, David began to feel both indig-
nant and worried.

“Either Bess is working herself to

death, or she's out with me about

something,— he thought, as he

straightened his cravat, preparatory
to making another call on the obdur-
ate damsel.

It was a little early for his visit, so

David decided to glance over the

manuscript he had obtained from

Elizabeth. There was an interroga-
tion point on the sixth page of her

copy, and, as this was her method of

calling attention to something that

was not clear in his language or

chirography, he began turning over

the original to find the page and
make comparison. In doing this he

came across the little scented sheet

of grey note-paper, and gave vent to

a low whistle as he read it.

This accounts for Bess' behaviour,”
he said aloud; “but who in the name

of all that's mysterious is Ruth, and

how came that letter in my manu-

script?”

A moment later there was a knock

at the door, and Charlie Thurston

came in. Mr. Thurston was dramatic

editor for one of the daily papers,
and boarded in the same house with

David.

“I want that play of yours. Dave,”
he said hastily. ‘‘Goodwin has pro-
mised to look it over to-night- If he

takes it, your fortune is made.”

“Let us hope he will take it. then.”

said Dave, handing him the manu-

script. As he did so the little sheet

of grey paper fluttered to the floor.

Charlie picked it up. “Where on

earth did this come from?” he de-

manded in astonishment.

"I’ve been asking myself the same

question for the last ten minutes,”
replied Dave, laughing. “Some person
or persons unknown put it between

the leaves of my play.”
The puzzled look on Charlie Thurs-

ton's face gave way to a smile. “I
hud it on my desk the night I sat up
reading your confounded stuff, and it
must have slipped in somehow. By
the way, old man,” he added after a

little pause, “you must congratu-
late me. Ruth and I are to be mar-

ried next month.”

“Miss Gilmore?” asked Dare in a

surprised tone. “So her name is Ruth,
is it? Well, Charlie, here's my hand.
You always were a lucky fellow.”

A half hour later David waa stand-

ing on Mrs. Richards’ steps. The

door was unlocked, and he went in.

He feared Bess might send word she

was not at home if he rang the belt

“They are awfully careless about

that door,” he said under his breath

as he pushed the parlour portieres
aside. The room was dark and desert-

ed, and the house-breaker proceeded
on his way to the library. In the

soft light of the red lamp he saw a

little figure curled up on the lounge
by the window.

“You didn't stay very long, mother,”
said a familiar voice.

“Nd, I thought you'd be lonesome,”
responded Mr. Vernon promptly.

Elizabeth sprang to her feet. “Oh,
it is you, David?” she said ungra-

ciously.
“Yes, it's me,” returned Mr. Vernon

forcibly if ungrammatically. "I can’t

say, Bess, that you seem overjoyed
because of my arrival.”

“I don't like people creeping in on

me unawares,” replied Miss Richards

crossly.
“Then 'people' shouldn't refuse to

see their friends,” Dave retorted cool-

ly-
There was an awkward silence.

David finally got up and pushed his

chair nearer Elizabeth's lounge.
“Goodwin has agreed to examine my

play,” he remarked. "Charlie Thurs-

ton—you've met Charlie —asked him

to do it. Thurston sat up the other

night until the tve sma’ hours' perus-

ing it. and he says he’s certain Good-

win will take it.”

”1 am sure I hope you will be suc-

cessful," was Miss Richards' polite re-

joinder.
David eyed her mischievously. “By

the way, Bess, did you ever meet Ruth

Gilmore?” he inquired innocently.
The colour flamed in her face. “No,

why do you ask?”
“Nothing, only she's just promised

to marry Charlie, and I wondered if

you knew her.”

A long silence followed this inter-

esting news item. Then Dave left his

chair and seated himself on the sofa.

“Say you’re ashamed of yourself,
Bess,” he whispered as he slipped his

arm around her waist.
“I am dreadfully ashamed,” she

answered, softly. And Dave looking
into her eyes saw something that he

had never seen there before.

“But this doesn't mean that 1 am

going to marry you now,” said Eliza-

beth a few moments later.
'

You

must remember that I have responsi-
bilities, David, and you may have to

wait for me as long as Jacob did for

Rachael.”

“I’ll do no such thing,’’ replied Mr

Vernon with emphasis. “I'll give

you just six months to settle your
important business matters, so you
had better get accustomed to the

idea.”
Elizabeth shook her head. “We'll

decide that later,” she said, smiling,

and Dave, who loved her proud, inde-

pendent ways, wisely forbore any

further discussion of the subject that

evening.
“1 reckon I’ve proposed to you

seventy times seven,” he remarked

later as he was bidding her good
night, "but you haven't told me yet,
Bess, what induced you to even agree

to accept me in the far-off future.”
Elizabeth laughed mischievously.

“It was your suggestion that I could

continue to pound my typewriter as

Mrs Vernon,” she replied saucilv.

“Really, Dave, dear, no girl in my

profession could withstand an offer

so tempting as that!”

This time David didn’t slam the
door; he kissed Elizabeth instead.
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Horrors of the Modern Russian

Penal Settlement.

From time to time, more particu-
larly of late, vague rumours have

leaked through the meshes of Russia's
jealously-guarded official net of dip-
lomatic necromancy and deceit, which

serve to explain the deep-rooted
causes of seething unrest threatening
to outburst with fearful violence at

any moment. The smoke of* the

smouldering fires of internal rotten-

ness, of which the outside world in-

frequently catches a glimpse, is but
a suggestion of the hidden tires eat-

ing at the foundation of Russia's very
existence as a nation. The banish-

ment of the venerable patriot. Tol-
stoi, the simultaneous student and

peasant uprisings in widely separated
parts «of the empire, the eager soli-

citude of Russian diplomatists to di-

vert public attention from the grow-
ing menaces of her internal economy

by a dramatic activity in her Asiatic

policy, all these are of interest as

showing how the wind blows. It is

a curious instance of the far-reaching
results of Russian official surveillance

that, although the world is acquaint-
ed in a general way with the rigorous
policy of Russian justice (?)—save the
mark—yet. what reports have reached

the public ears have been of snch a

vague and illusionary character as

to be lightly glossed over with that
■whimsical disinterestedness with

which humanity views things at a dis-
tance.

In spite of the unmistakable hand-

writing on the wall, which shows that-
a great revolution is brewing in Rus-

sia. greater than the bloody attempt
of the 'seventies that ended in the as-

sassination of Alexander 11., Russian

diplomatic policy, ostrich-like, has

buried its head in the sand,
and by inaugurating an era

of unparalleled severity is but

fanning into a wilder and more un-

controllable flame the fire’ of internal

disaffection which it seeks to stamp
out.

Recently a brief mail report, escap-
ing the vigilant eyes of the censor,

crept into the pages of the St. Peters-

burg "Viedomostyi.” detailing a

bloody outbreak in the penal colony
on the desolate island of Saghalin. off

the coast of Siberia. There was a bit

of grim justice in this brief announce-

ment. for by this token hangs a tale

of dark iniquity and mediaeval bar-

barity that scarcely finds a parallel
in history. Since Kennan’s volumi-

nous expose of the horrors of Rus-

sia's penal system in Siberia, the
world has been led to believe, by
subtle suggestions, and apparent
frank and open testimonv. which, if
sifted to the bottom, would be found

to emanate from Ivassian official
sources, that all the horrible condi-
tions which then existed, and snhiect-

ed Russia to the scornful moral float-

ing of all Christendom, have tri ven

way to a temperate regime, which

would not compare unfavourably with
the penal system of any other nation.
This was official Russia. The Czar,

who would really be a humane and

progressive ruler, could he throw off

the tentacles of the lecherous policy
of his advisers, knew that it was a

He. and refused to eave countenance

to his 'Ministers’ persistent scheme for

foolinw Europe.
The Czar, autocratic as is hie power,

is as ignorant ree’arding many of the

social sores fester’mr in his empire
as a Hottentot or EH? Islander. He

must depend for information on his

Ministers, and the deceit and falsifv-
ins’ evasion of Russian dinlomacr is

notorious. This explanation is de-

manded in restore, for to lay at the

door of Czar X; chola« the horrors and

ghastlv enormities of the convict sys-
tem wonlr] l,e manifestly nninst and

Th" outbreak following Kennan’s

npnalling revelations tanght Russia

a lesson. The moral protest of the

civilized world doubtless wonld have

given her little concern, had she not

foreseen that a defiant and unbend-

ing ignoring of such protests must

have a reflex action on her future
commercial and political relations.

She might snarl and gnash her teeth,
but her diplomatists were farsighted
enough to perceive that aorne form
of concession must be made to a pro-

testing world. Vague promises of

reform and official investigation were

thrown out as a tentative “sop”;
thereafter the innerness of the
Siberian convict-system became a

closed book. Russia did not abolieh

the evil or abate one iota of its injus-
tice and horror. She merely hid it

further into the bowels of her Asia-

tic charnel-bouse, and bound It round
with a rigor of watchful surveillance

which safeguarded against any
future investigator.

But truth will out. and again the
horrors of the Russian convict-sys-
tem are setting the world by the
ears. Authoritative reports which
have leaked out from the penal
settlements of Saghalin during the

last six months have prepared the

pubHc for a new and horrible out-

break. The denouement has been

sensational. but not unexpected.
Not from the unsupported testimony
of one investigator, but from scores

of unimpeachable sources, and from

the lips of convicts who have man-

aged to escape, an array of testi-

mony has been gathered, and the

whole world soon will know that on

the desolate island of Saghalin. bur-

ied from the scrutiny of civilization,
has been concentrated a policy as

terrible in its effect as the old Siber-

ian convict system in its most atroc-

ious days.
It was only twenty years ago that

the Russian home officials recognised
the advantages wiucn this isolated

spot offered as an ideal convict col-

ony. At first a few of the most dan-

gerous prisoners of the Siberian

penal settlements were deported;
-each year the number swelled, until,
in 1884, the island was divided into

administrative districts, a governor

and executive staff sent out from St-

Petersburg, and a policy of almost

unparalleled ferocity inaugurated.
In this -manner were the convict

settlements of Saghalin organ, and

their history, ever since, has been one

long-continued narrative of merci-

less horror, as foul and crime-reek-

ing a blot as exists on all the fair

escutcheon of civilization. Accord-

ing to the official records of the gov-
ernment, there are altogether fifty-
eight of these settlements on Sag-
halin, which, in their comparative
isolation from the outside world, and

the meagre knowledge concerning
this far-away island, offer a fertile

field for the past and continued ex-

istence of this barbarous regime of

official cruelty. If one, by any pos-

sible distortion of the imagination,
could imagine a system of misrule

and horror greater than even the

conditions which Kennan discovered

in Siberia, even then he would have

but a slight insight into the situation

as it has an accurate and certified

existence. It would be impossible
for the most vivid word-painting or

the most Subtle skill of the artist to

depict this, the acme, the consensus,

of all the misery and horror that can

have an existence in this world. And

this is the spectacle wit-h which Rus-

sia. with her hypocritical vagaries of

international disarmament and peace
confronts the opening of the twen-

tieth century.

The general desolation and cli-
matic rigors of Saghalin accentuate

the sternness of official misrule. Ex-

cept for a few weeks, of uncertain

midsummer sunshine, the island is

ice-bound and fog-bound. Nature is

without attractions of any kind:
never a tree is seen, and scarcely a

flower, except for a few months in
the year. A gray pall of Arctic chill

and cold hangs over the universal de-

solation, as a spot accursed. Desola-

tion forever reigns, tomark an awful
judgment; or as if the glowing hills
of Pandemonium had been raised

from their dreadful depths, to sully

the face of the earth with their

most forbidding aspect- Great

masses of frowning mountain ranges,

perpetually incased in a grim mantle

of ice and snow, rise in huge dis-

array, hurled into unutterable con-

fusion and towering grim, forbid-

ding. and menacing, as if to accord

with the ghastly horrors they seek

to hide in their adamant bowels.

This mountainous condition of Sa-

ghalin first attracted Russian official
attention. Subsequent surveys re-

vealed the fact that coal mines of
considerable value were open to ex-

ploitation. which suggested an idea!

method of securing a direct financial
advantage, and “ kill two birds with

one atone,” as it were. By quarter-
ing here the real criminals and in-
convenient people, who, to the au-

tocmcy, are the most dangerous crlnv

inale—political agitator*—it was pos-
sible to find free labour to work these
mineral deposits, which, in itself, was

a commendable feature from an eco-

nomic point of view; furthermore,
the problem was satisfactorily solved

of safeguarding against the escape of
dangerous convicts. For on Sagha-
lin only the worst class of criminals
and the moat feared political depor-
t< es are found, which, however, does

not palliate or excuse away the un-

necessary and barbarous rigour of

the convict system.
The total number of convict* at

present quartered on Saghalin is es-

timated at nearly ten thousand, and

one cannot ponder over the lot of

these miserable people without a

mingled shudder of gloom and horror.

The minor malefactors are seldom

consigned to the mines, which, in a

measure, is an amelioration of their

punishment, but of the others it may
well be said that at the gates of Sag-
halin they may figuratively read, “AH
hope abandon ye who enter here.”

No distinction is made for age, sex,

or condition. The prisoners, so soon

as they are landed, are sorted accord-
ing to fhe rigour of the punishment
to which they have been condemned
The lesser criminals, chained and

logged to guard against possible
escape, are given occupation above

ground as tillers of the soil or pri-
son attendants, subject to the petty
whims and cruelty of subordinate of-

ficials. Unceasing toils, curses,

semi-starvation, the ’’ plet,” a ter-

rible loaded whip, is henceforth their

daily lot; but it is a bed of roses

compared with the future condition
of the more unfortunate deportees,
those guilty of real heinous crimes,
and those whom Russian officialdom-

fears even more, political malefac-

tors.
These prisoners, so soonas they are

landed, are assigned to a distinctive

number, and huddled pell-mell, like a

horde of wild beasts, into one of the
gaping holes in the mountain sides.

From that day. until death fortun

ately relieves their sufferings, .hey
are condemned to a life of fbe most

abject misery, degradation and hard-

ship The vast subterannean chan-

nels become populous avenues of
wild-eyed, frantic maniacs. The isos’

brutal immoralities are prevalent;
children are born, but no distinction

is made for their condition; the steel-

hearted overseers give them a distinc-
tive number if they survive to a pro-

per age; infanticide is encouraged
and abetted, and thenceforth, al-

though guiltless of all crime, they
suffer the fate of their parents.

Down in the dark bowels of the

earth, denied even a pittance of sun-

shine or fresh air. these God-forsaken
unfortunates toil on endlessly, until
first flies spirit, then reason—hide-
ous, shrunken, tortured gnomes and

maniacs, they labour on till their

doom is happily cut short by death's
welcoming hand. One or two. or at

the utmost, five years of this living
death prevails over the most vigorous
vitality; more often long before that

time the miserable wretch ends all

bv suicide. Small wonder it is that

moet of them live bat * few months;
their deaths ere reported by the over-

seer, and in sickening farce the priest
is sent for, sprinkles the accursed
•pot with water, and in an unknown

grave they are unceremoniously bur-

ied. Sometimes the thrill of liberty
is too strong to be resisted, a sudden
frenzy to escape lights up the en»

bruted breast* with the faint hope of

despair, and. goaded to fury, the
bolder spirit* start an insurrection,
overpower their guards, and rush to-
ward the shelter of the gloomy moun-

tain fastnesses. Like mad dogs they
•re trailed, surrounded by soldiers,
end shot down with no compunction.
It is a significant fact that such out-
breaks are but of rare occurrence;
the pitiless life underground is to be
endured as willingly as facing the

even more pitiless cruelty of insen-
sible and bloody-minded task-masters
above ground.

Even if the jealous watch of the

guards and the subsequent pursuit
are evaded, there lies before the refu-
gee the certainty of a lingering death
from hunger and exposure. Prine*
Krapotkin mentions a doctor on Sag-
halin who was authority for the

ghastly statement that in the satchels
of recaptured convicts were found
pieces of human flesh, and other cases

of cannibalism have been reported.
The only territory near to Saghalin,
offering a possible method of escape,
if the prisoner is able to escape the

drag-net of human blood-hounds on

the island itself, is by making the

difficult passage on a raft to the
mainland. Here, in turn, the savage
natives—Gilyaks or Ainos — must be
avoided, as the government secures
their assistance by rewards for the
return of all escaped convicts.

It is in the large mines, where no

ehanee of escape is ever offered, that
the brutal savagery and relentless

ferocity of the Russian task-master
find play. As many as five hundred
human beings are confined in a stif-
ling dungeon hundreds of feet below
the surface, crowded together like
rats in a pen. Many of them are in-
sane. and these monsters, in their
brutal might, struggling for nature’s

first law. beat the weaker under foot,
and trample them to death in the
brute struggle for the meagre pit-
tance of food allotted to keep alive
the thin spark of existence. Hapless
the rash official who dares to inter-
fere; he finds himself in a raging
mad-house of inhuman beings; his

lot is often to be literally torn to

pieces by the infuriated mob.

But what a fearful vengeance is
wreaked! The food supply is stop-
ped for days, no liberty to the open
air is allowed; from the enormous

pest-hole come howls of despair, bit-
ter anguish, the unearthly yells of

starving madmen. Then a ghastly
quiet supersedes this frenzied tur-

moil. and a little later scores of

mangled, emaciated, and crushed
bodies are brought to the surface and
buried. And so the frightful night-
mare goes on from day to day, from

month to month, from year to year,
the enormous decimations ever sur-

feited to overflowing by the inexor-

able grist-mill of Russian justice, a

perpetual Black Hole of Calcutta,
that never has an endin*-.

Wrinkles, Grey Hairs, Blotches, and

Skin Irritation are all promoted by
using inferior Soaps. A fine, white

Soap like VINOLIA is Pure, Harm-

less, Beneficial to the Skin, and is

made specially for the complexion
and nursery by a patent of our own.

Do not confound it with inferior Toilet

Soaps.
SOLD IVWYWHEIB.

VINOLIA CREAM, for ttebtar. Prickly Heat, Saabora, etc. (in 4 sizes)
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After Dinner Gossip.

Making a BilliardBall

It takes more than a year to make

au ivory billiard ball! Few devotees
of the game probably are aware of

the infinite pains that have to be
expended on this important part of
the equipment that contributes to

their enjoyment.
Billiard tails are made from ele-

phants* tusks, and only the small

tusks, from four to six inches in their

thickest diameter, will do, for the-.-
furnish the best ivory. The price of

this ivory has greatly increased of
late, and the demand is far in excess

of the supply. The stringency in the
market has induced a prominent bil-
liard company to offer 10.000 dollars
for a perfect substitute for ivory.

The elephants' tusks come from the

factories cut up in sections, each hav-

ing been cut just large, enough to
allow of the turning of a single bail.

Only skilled labour is employed to
work upon it. The exact centre of

the piece must first be discovered by
measurement. It is then placed in a

socket, and one half of the ball is

turned by a sharp edged steel instru-
ment- The ivory is then hung up i t

a net for a time. Later the second
half is turned, and the bail again
hung up as before, in a room where
the temperature is from §0 to 70 de-

grees.

The ball must be kept thus sus-

pended for about a year, when st is

rubbed, and polished to as near a cer-

tain weight as possible, and to a dia-

meter of two and three-eighths inch-

es. Even with the greatest eare it
is impossible to make two balls of

exactly the same weight.
The life of a billiard ball after it is

placed its use is an uncertain quan-

tity. If the room in which it is kept
is too hot the pores of the ivory may

close and a crack ensues. Then it has
to be returned to the factory, where
it is shaved oh. and consequently re-

duced in size. A second-rate billiard

room gets it next. By and by it de-

velops another crack, and again goes
back to the factory, where this time

it is probably fixed up for a cue ball
in pool. When it has reached its last
limit of usefulness as a ball it is

bought by dealers in bone and ivory
and turned into buttons.—" Phil-

adelphia North American."

+ + ♦

Shah Shocks Fine Society.

During his recent tour the Shah of

Persia took more delight in hearing
an American musical machine, of

which there is one at the Persian
legation. Berlin, than to listen to all

• he crack military bands. His Ma-

jesty sat in his shirt sleeves for
hours enjoying the strains of "The

Htar Spangled Banner" and other airs.
From time to time he handed the
operator cigarettes.

The Shah found the climate of Ger-
many disagreeably hot. Be spent
most of his time indoors and when

he entered a special train at Leipsic
onhis way to Carlsbad he took oS his

coat, rolled up his sleeves and sat at

an open window farming himself and

inexpressibly shocking a large mili-

tary contingent and society people
who were bidding him farewell and
whose ideas of propriety never ad-

mit that a gentleman may be seenin

tits shirtsleeves.
The Shah is equipped with a letter

of credit for 3.000,000 marks, whieh

stun, since he and his entire retinue

are the Emperor's guests, has scarce-

ly been touched. Among other gifts
the Shah gave 10.CC0 marks to the

fund for the relief of the Martinique
sufferers.

Companlcna In Courtesy.
litarm was the Irish heart and win-

ning the way of the late Lord Duf-
ferin. Shortly before he left Canada,
and while he was in residence at Ri-
deau Hall, he was walking one windy
d*y when be came upon an old Iriah
labourer who was mending the road-

A* was bis wont, the Governor-
Geoeral stopped to have • chat, and

the old labourer stood bare-headed,

the wind blowing his thin, white hair

roughly about.

"Put on your hat,” said Lord Duf-
ferin.

"Not before Your Excellency." re-

plied the old man.

"Then." said his lordship, taking off

his own hat, "if you will expose your

grey hairs to this wind out of defer-

ence for my position. I must expose

mine to it out of respect for your

grey hairs."

In a Raek of Fire-

Before the day of electric lights
Drury Lane Theatre was illuminated

bv a great gasolser eighteen feet

across the base. It hung en stout

chains twelve feet long, and was fed

bv pipes ensuing down through a

uianhoie in the ceiling. Close to

this manhole was a circular crcwu

of burners; a larger circle ran round

the bottom of the chandelier and in

addition "baskets" of lights were

grouped at inters aL> about the lower

rim-

The boy who lighted this glittering
mass of jets and flashing prisms was

Frank Parker, a youth of seventeen.

As no automatic spark had then

been devised, the method of lighting
was a primitive one. Parker used
to go into the garret above the ceiling
and reach down through the manhole

with a long pole. at the end of which

was a spirit toren. In doing this he

had to be very careful not to break

of the glass pendants, which if

loosened might under the great heat

drop off <1 string a performance and

kill someone in the pit.
One night as Parker reached down

to light the lower range of ligsits and

the basket clusters be knocked the

pole against a string of glass prisms,
which came loose at one end and

swung down supported only by a

small copper wire.

Then he remembered the words of

th ■ manager; "If any of the crystals
come loose break them off at alt

costs. They are dangerous."
So Parker withouthesitation elimb-

ed down through the manhole upon

the interlaced rods and braces of the

chandelier, whieh swayed slowly
above the black pit.

As he let himself down through the

hoop of lights whieh formed the top
of the chandelier, his lamp caught
the circle of open jets, and the flame

ran round in a succession of sput-
ters. one light catching from an-

other, as a row of dominoes falls.

There he was imprisoned between

fire above and darkness below.
At first he did not notice his peril,

for he was intent on breaking off

the dangerous cluster of prisms.
With great difficulty he reached it

and knocked it into the pit. The

pause before it struck told him how

deep the chasm lay beneath him.

Then he looked tip and realised his

position, for there was the circle of

blazing jets above him barring the

way to the manhole.
The heat and poisonous fumes of

hundreds of lights rushed over him

un through the ventilator. He call-

ed for help. The minutes slipped by.
the rods he clung to grew hot. Then,

when he had almost given up hope,
the head lightman heard his cries

and rushed up. over the grille,
through the dark garret to the man-

hole. Turning off the lights, he lay
down, as one does to puil a

drowning man from a hole, reached

through the opening and seizing
Barker’s arms drew him up to safety.

To mny Atkins tn India.

It is told of the late Sir William
Olpherts that one day an officer came

to him with a pitiful tale of his men's

discontent with their vegetable ra-

tions; they were an Irish regiment,
and they wanted potatoes. But in

those early Anglo-Indian days, pota-
toes were not always available in re-

mote districts. Mutiny was feared.
"Hell-Fire Jack," in command of the
district, promised -<o • wot ‘

an end to

the trouble. He ordered a full-dress
parade of the potato-loving soldiers

at noon, and rode up in the sweltering
heat to inspect the ranks himself.

"Now, my men,” he shouted. "I
w ant you tospeak out plainly. I hear

you want potatoes —do you?"
“We do, sir!" came from a thousand

parched throats.
"Then you won’t get 'em!” replied

Sir John. "You’re good soldiers. I

admit, but if youexpect God Almighty
to grow potatoes on the dry olains of

India, especially to please you. you’re
damneder fools than I take you for.

Dismiss!"

Hell-Fire Jack turned his horse s

head and galloped back to his quar-

ters. and there was no more talk of a

potato mutiny in the camp.

* * ♦

On
“ Loving a Lord."

Looking at the question as a whole,

we can see only cue answer, and that

Is that the majority of Englishmen —

or. at all even's, enough to make a

p:«-v.-rb sufficiently true to be gen .-

rally accepted—do undoubtedly
"love.” that is. instinctively respect,

a title. If you try to see why that

is you must go back to the days when

men got their names from what they
could do; when, that is. a man was

judged by and respected for his ca-

pacity for inflicting trenchant wounds
—when men were called Miller, or

Taylor, or Hogg, or Pigg because

they were renowned for milling (i.e.,

fighting), or cutting with the sword,

or hacking, or piking. After a while,

the men who could fight best got fur-

ther distinctions, the capacity for

knocking down other men. in early
stages of the historyof a community,
being, as it were, the yardstick by
which each man was measured. latter,

the necessities of the community en-

larged. ansi men were able to gain
distinction, and were ennobled for

other services and capabilities than

those cf fighting, the names which

were given them being the outward

and perpetual signs of their achieve-

ments.

•fr + dt

True Story ofa Servant Girl.

A little time ago a girl engaged in

service in one of our large provincial

towns gave notice that at the end of

the usual month she would leave her

place.
■ Jeren't you comfortable, Jane?”

asked the mistress, sorry at the pros-

pect of losing one who had proved
herself to be a perfect treasure.

"Yes. ma'am. I'm very comfortable:
but, please. I'm going to get mar-

ried," was the reply.
As the time drew near for the girt’s

.departure she addressed her mistress

one morning:
"Please, ma'am, have you got a girl

yet?"

"No. Jane, not yet." sail her mis-

tress. "But why do you ask?”

"Because, ma'am, if you haven't I

should like to stay, if you don't

mind," explained the girl.
"But, Jane," exclaimed the mis-

tress. net a little surprised. "I

thought you were to many the

sweep!”
"Yes. ma'am. I did think about it,”

said Jane; "but when I saw him for

the first time after ’is face was wash-

ed I felt as ’ow I couldn't love ’im any

longer.”

At Home inthe Kitchen

Viewed from a human standpoint—-
just now a popular one from which to

contemplate Royalty—Queen Alex-

andra is the peer of any lady in Eng-
land in housewifery. For her pro-
ficiency she has to thank her excel-

lent mother, the late Queen Louise of

Denmark, and toe exigencies of her

childhood life, which was the reverse

of luxurious.
There were not many servants at

the Gule Palace, says the author of

a recent "Life of Queen Alexandra."
•nd the young Danish Princesses

were required to dust their own

rooms and make themselves gene-
rally useful about the bouse and at

meal times. A gentleman who one

day was invited to partake of the in-

formal family luncheon at the palace
recalls that the family butler dish
chanced to need replenishing, and the

Princess Louise, instead of summon-

ing a servant, turned to her elder
daughter and said;

,

"Alexandra, will you fetch soma

more butter?”
*

And the future Queen of England
departed willingly and gracefully on

the homely errand to the larder.
During a visit paid by her in ISS3

with the Crown Prince and Princess
of Denmark the Princess of Wales,
after inspecting every part of the

Home for Scandinavian Sailors, said
to Mrs Melln. the Superintendent:

"I would like to see the Kitchen."

It v.os dinner time and the cook

was frying fish.
"I can cook fish." said the Princess.

"Let me show you if I cannot.” She

went to the cooking range and deftly
turned the fish in the pan till it had
taken the requisite brown.

The cook looked none too well

pleased at -ladies in the kitehen. but
when, as the visitors turned to leave.
Mrs Melin whispered. “It is the
Princess of Wales who has fried the

fish.” the cook showed such astonish-

ment that the Princess burst into a

hearty laugh."

•fr + +

Th® Dummy Curat® in th® Stalls.

It would be easy to quote a hun-
dred striking proofs, says a writer
in the "St. James’ Gazette." of the

bridging cf the old gulf between the
t htirch and the Stage, but it would
be hard to find more significant evi-
dence of it than the familiar decep-
tion practised with such success upon
metropolitan, as well as provincial,
audiences whenever opportunity
arises. Every- journalist knows it.
Half through thr play an elderly gen-
tleman. whom nobody eoul-d imagine
to be anything else than a clergy-
man, rises from his seat and begs
permission to state that for the first

time in his life he has come to the

theatre that evening, and that he con-

siders st his duty- »o declare that the.

play is a great inspiration and a

powerful sermon, a terrible proof of

the degrading effects of sin. etc., etc.

Week after week, during the provin-
cial progress of a well-known play,
the mysterious clergyman praised
the play as naturally as if he were

not a part of the performance.

Clarxe> B 11 Pills are werraated to cat®

Gravel, Pslas in tae back. and all kindred

ccmplaists. Free free Mieremy. Estxbiisbcd

upwards <d 3& reais. la boxes-Is O 1 each, of sll

Chemists and Pates: Medicine Vendors
trh-rl t*eWorid- : ’roptiemrs. TheLi-Ta

and Midlaod Counties In-sg Company.laacclr

Easkoid.

WCOUGHS
Peweifs Balsam

ef Aniseed.
— SAFE AND RELIABLE.—

Gives Immediate Relief.

FOR 73 YE*RS

THE POPULAR REMEDY FOR

lilfcaL Bfiathiiij,
iaiiitßi. ill Laig

Mr. lur-VEi. BKOCCB actas; mans
I T3<3ut « «b> :-▼»■*&« siccsaaße fcc spacers cf sty

rr’Bfr'iw !<■ fciTC nKTwiuwnicd « t» s.y
arodbK MtsCe/

Ma- J »3.L14k SEXtCB. Cepe kre** Fom)-
iey. Yosfcfi writes; - ic.-edcees. yens’

s» tte Otcnsss' 1 ka«« aocoe

tie aad Pn-«eTs
•>■*■l . cat I cm recrcLsieati ffiM tcs*<
a ReaaeJy ■

Ma. A- J- W F«o r>AX-
fto-wn.M: - IAM ««trFaedTv Mte—ft

-W~ .

It liK F-xra Mstvduixif. «s.J
Wetrh lit « -*e Ae-

SoMbj Storatea bpart.

Praparad ca*y by TboaaaaPowaC. LM-,
OarWriarw, Loa&m.S-fc

76 THE NEW ZEALAND GRAPHIC Saturday. July 12, IMft



Topics of the Week.

The Taiismanic Penny.
It is stated in the annua! report of

the Post and Telegraph Department
that during the past year the post
office handled 13.000.000 additional
letters, as compared with the pre-
vious year. Making all allowance for

the natural increase due to the ad-

vance in population, there still re-

mains a phenomenal rise in our cor-

respondence, which can only be at-
tributed to the introduction and

popularity of the penny post. This
fact, most gratifying as it must be to

Sir Joseph Ward, to whom we owe

the innovation, offers a most dis-

tinct contradiction to the common

dictum that the colonial "is careless

in the matter of pence, and never

looks twice at a penny. Had that
really been the ease there is no rea-

son why the reduction of the cost of

carrying a letter from one place to

another should have had such a mark-

ed result as is the case. 1 confess

that I myself had always considered

that it- was the disinclination towrite

much were than the cost a letter in-

volved which hindered correspond-
ence. Anti that is no doubt so with

a large number of people, but the

thirteen million increase doesn't eon-

sort with that theory. There must be

a very big section of us who both un-

derstand and appreciate the differ-

ence between a penny and twopence.
Even the infrequent correspondent to

whom one would say that difference

cannot be of any great account re-

cognises it. The reason of this lies

rather in-the sentimental than in the

intrinsic value of the copper. I

fancy millionaire and pauper alike

see in the penny the standard coin

of economv. It is something of a

fetish is the penny, amongall classes,

high and low. an “open sesame" to

the fat as well as the lean purse.

Now. to a man of Mr. Carnegie’s
wealth, a penny and twopence are

virtually the same. Yet I can quite
understand that the millionaire who

gives away thousands of pounds a

week relishes the fact of the penny

stamp and the penny newspaper, and

the penny "bus and even the penny-

bun. not less than any of us.

o o o o o

The Cheap Telephone.
The success which, as the above re

port shows, has attended the cheap-
ening of postal and telegraphic rates,

is quoted as a strong reason in fa-

vour of bringing down the cost of the

telephone communication. I fancy-

experts will tell us that the eases

are not so closely analogous as the

man in the street supposes. Every
individual telephone connection in-

volves an additional expense to the

department in its installation and

working quite out of propor-

tion to that which the car-

riage of each additional letter

means to the postal authorities.
There is no doubt that with an in-

creased number of subscribers the

Telephone Exchange could afford to

give private telephones at a reduced

rate. But whether the reduction

would ever be so substantial as to

win sufficient patronage to cover the

loss may be doubted. We have all to

write letters; but we don't all re-

quire telephones. We do not miss the

penny it costs to despatch the one:

but there are only a limited number

who would not feel the annual pay-

ment of a pound or two for a luxury
they could do very well without. The

vision of a telephone in every house

is not one that appeals to me. It has

its advantages as well as its disad-

vantages, and I must say that private
installations seem to me to threaten

the peace and quietude that we look

for and should jealously guard in a

home. I like when I leave business to

leave it—a rather antiquated notion

I asa aware—and I object to be at

the beck and call of my friends, and.
worse still, sty neighbours' friends,

when I have got on my slippers and

am comfortably settled at my own

fireside. Cheap telephones might
prove as much a social curse as the

ehcap piano is or as cheap cham-

pagne would be. '

~ -

The Imperial Conference.
Great things were expected of the

Imperial Conference. It was to bind
the colonies to the Mother Country
as no other device has succeeded in

doing. Out of it was to spring the

basis of a union for offence and de-

fence that would stand for ever. Be-

fore it all the thousand difficulties
which still stand in the way of closest

union against the world were to be

dispelled. The colonial Premiers went

to London full to overflowing with

this sentiment, and everyone, or. at

least, a good many of us, looked to

see it carry the business through
triumphantly. And sentiment has
done so much in these last days that

our faith was not unnatural. What

was it but sentiment that induced

New Zealand to send ten contingents
to South Africa? What was to hinder
it beiqg victorious in peace as it had

been in war? A very great deni.
The considerations of national safety
which weigh so much with us in she
hour of danger are replaced, when

the danger is departed, by considera-

tions of quite another land. So

when the Premiers and Mr Chamber-

lain foregathered at the Conference
with the fires of Imperialism bright
in their bosoms they were doubtless

surprised to find how on both sides
the severely practical aspects of ihe
position and seifish interests, of

which they had almost forgotten the

existence, rose like an unhealthy mist

to damp their ardour. The generous
generalities and picturesque sugges-
tions that had passed current

throughout the Empire, leading the
unwary to imagine that the day of

absolute national homogeneity Was
at hand, would not serve at the Con-
ference, which was meant co forran-

sate s4me definite proposals. The

Colonial Secretary looked to the Pre-
miers for the latter, and the. Pre-

miers looked to the Colonial Secre-

tary. Mr Chamberlain is said to have

cautiously advocated Imperial free

trade, with only such duties as were

necessary for revenue, and this, the

nearest approach to definiteness, was

received with disfavour because the
colonies did not see their way to

adopt free trade. The result was

disappointment on both sides, and
disappointment throughout the Em-

pire. But it was only what was to

have been expected ’.tnder the cir-
cumstances. The Premiers knew per-
fectly well in their hearts what the

difficulties were they had to contend

with, and they went to the Confer-

ence never having attempted to dis-

cuss them beforehand, and indolent-

ly trusting to the sentiment of Im-
perialism that is abroad to get over

the barriers. Powerful as that senti-

ment is, it is not powerful enough
for that; and it would probably
argue indifferently well for us if it

were.
w

O O O O O

Ths Premier’s Dilemma.
Something of the unexpended glory

of the Coronation appears to have in-

vested the Royal Review at Home

last week, and the colonial troops
especially came in for a good time.

But so far as the New Zealanders
are concerned, they are to enjoy the

Coronation display also. The cables

told us last week that the Maor:land

Contingent is to remain till the end
of August. Mr Barton has expressed
the hope that the Australian Contin-

gent willbe able to do the same, but
Mr Seddon. after his fashion, has en-

tirely arranged the thing so far as

the New Zealanders are concerned.

So these fortunate troopers are to
have two long months in London. Who

wouldn't be they, feted and flattered

by- the cockney throng? It's enough
to demoralise them. Vppish as the

trooper from South Africa :s occa-

sionally apt to be. he is probably
modesty itself to what the members
of the Coronation Contingent will be

when they return to their humble
New Zealand home. But what does
Mr Seddon mean to do himself? He

says the troopers are to stay on for

the Coronation. Is he to stay too?
His is certainly a delicately difficult
position. Naturally he would like to

be back at his post here if no other

better one offers elsewhere. Equally
natural it is that he should desire to

take part in the Coronation and share
the good things that may then be

agoing. And it is plain he can't do
both. There Sir Wilfred Laurier has
the advantage over both Mr Seddon
and Sir Edward Barton. He can run

across to Canada, see hew things are

going, and return a few days before
the Coronation. Distance presents
an insuperable obstacle to any such
trip on the part of the Australasian

Premiers. If they are to be present
■t the Coronation in August they
must remain in England let

things take their course in their own

special domains. And that's what

they no doubt will do: and Australa-

sia will get on as best it can without

them. They have, however, to face
the possible and very awkward pre-

dicament of further postponement of

the Coronation. How would they do
in that case? You can Imagine these
two gentlemen being kept hanging
about Westminster for the next six

months through successive puttings
off of the great event. By that time
the elections would be over here, and
Mr Seddon perhaps seatless. ’Be-

tween two stools" — you know the

adage. That, however, is a very re-

mote contingency. I admit- More

likely, if not more pleasant to con-

template. is the possibility of our Pre-

mier over-staying his welcome in the

Old Country. The old folks at Home

hare been most enthusiastic in their

welcome, but they might be equally
enthusiastic in their farewell after

five months of Mr Seddon and his'
speeches. He ought then to go slow

on the off-chance of a lengthened
stay.

The Electoral Boundaries.

The changes effected by the Com-
missioners tn the boundaries of the

electoral districts interest the public
about as much as the progress of

Parliament—if Farltament can be
said toprogress—and that at present
is very little. I don’t believe that one

elector in twenty has taken the

trouble to find out how the changes
will affect his position at the next

general election a few months hence.

The most salient fact is that in the

new Parliament there will be six addi-
tional legislators for the weal and

woe of this country. It Is perhaps
unreasonable to suppose that this ad-

dition can make any great change in

the wisdom and utility of the Parlia-

mentary machine as a whole, the

business with which the, impartial
student of politics must chiefly con-

cern himself. And so in this view of

the case of much more value to the

colony than the recent Commission

would be one to determine the best

men for the House. We eould do very
well with crooked and inconvenient

boundaries if we were always assured
of straight and competent represen-

tatives. It is high time we had got
beyond the very parochial view of a

representative. As a New Zealander

my chief public interests should be

those of the colony as a whole, and
I should regard every man in Parlia-

ment as much my representative as

the member for the particular district

in which I may happen to reside.

What have rivers and mountains and

imaginary lines to do interfering
with the man I may regard as the
most suitable for the Legislative
Chamber? With Mr Hare, 1 would

sweep them away so far as they may

determine that point, and have my

vote travel from the Bluff to the
North Cape until it found some reli-
able individual to whom I might give
it. But even a provincial Hare sys-
tem ol proportional representatkn.
much le*s a colonialone. does not find
favour in our legislators' eyes, and

the people don't bother themselves.

Agriculture in Schools.

At the recent Agricultural Conference
iu Danedia the question of teaching of

agriculture in schools was brought up,
and an interesting discussion ended tn

the adoption of a motion urging the Go-

vernment to arrange for the simple prac-
t: -al teaching of the elements of natural

science, particularly as bearing onagri-
culture and horticulture as an essential
and necessary part of pnrr.ry education.
What the majority of the speakers said

about the ignorance with regard to na-

tural science, which is a marked feature
among colonial school children, is very

true, but truer still were Mr Gilrutha

remarks on the uselessness of an agri-
cultural tuition which was confined to

the verbal and theoretical side. He

aptly instanced the methods in vogue iu
French schools, where the teachers make

their gardens, and not the class-room,
the place of instruction, ana told how

at cue school he visited the teacher de-

mou-trated the gradual expansion of the
seed germ by planting a row of peas and

taking one up every day so that the
pupils eould see with their own eyes the

wonderful process of development. And

that is plainly the only kind of agricul-
tural teaching that is worth anything
for our primary schools. But how are

are to secure it • Unfortunately, but
quite naturally, the teachers themselves
are quite ignorant of these matters, and
have not the interest in them that would
very soon lead them to acquire the know-
ledge. One could net conceive a more

complete divoree between what the

teacher is labouring to teach the chil-
dren within doors and what Nature
would fain teach them outside than is
to be found in must of our country
schools. It never seems to have occur-

red to the Education Department, or to
the Boards, or to the teachers, or to

the parents, that there should be some

sort of harmony between the knowledge
required in the school during their
school days and the know ledge required
by ume-tesths of the pupils when they
are cutside the school doors for the

term of their natural lives. It would

be reckoned the height of absurdity had
we not gradually become accustomed to

it, this elaborate system of cramming
remote historical and geographical facts
and purely theoretical science into the
young mind, which quickly forgets it all,
if it ever really absorbs it, while the
common knowledge that would be of such

service to all in their daily iife is ne-

glect ci. The primary agricultural
training which the conference urge* is

so clearly advantageous to country
schools that no one will venture to gain-
say its importance. But for town

schools, teo, it would be most im-

portant also, not merely in the im-
mediate practical value it must
have for the agriculturalist, but in

cultivating habits of observation and

reasoning. This it would effect much
more than the usual dry facts disassoci-
ated from daily experience and impos-
sible of being interestingly demonstrated
to the youthful mind, which form the

bulk of the overloaded school syllabus.
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Here and There.

At Gisborne, a town in New South

Wales, the Mechanics’ Committee
lately’ decided that the novel “The

Master Christian” should not. be ad-
mitted into their library.

Between Palmerston North and

Ashurst, on the flat below the rail-

way line, an enthusiastic amateur

poultry farmer has erected a gigan-
tic incubator, in the shape of a brick

building, where he hatches chickens

by the thousands.

Mr Gresham, city coroner, held two

inquests at the Avondale Asylum yes-

terday on the deaths of two inmates,

a native, 39 years old, and a female

patient, aged 45. In each case death

was due to natural causes, and ver-

dicts were returned accordingly.

Mr T. Shields and his wife and fa-

mily. who live in the old schoolhouse

at Pakowhai, Hawke’s Bay, had an

anxious time during the recent flood.

’At 12.30 on Friday there were 4ft of

water inside the house. An opening
was made in the ceiling, and between

the ceiling and the roof Mr and Mrs

Bands and family (eight in all) had

to stop until Monday. The commis-

sariat was of the scantiest kind.. A

Maori got a few loaves from Clive,

and these, with rainwater through

ithe roof and a few biscuits, formed

the whole bill of fare till Monday.

The furniture was buried 3ft in silt.

An old man of 80 suicided recently

at Norwich (Eng.) with much origin-

ality. He set to work by erecting his

own tombstone in the cemetery, with

his name, some verses, and the date

when he intended to die, carved in

letters of gold. Then he planted
some flowers on the grave plot, and

tended them until they took root

nicely. Everything about his last

resting-place being placed in satisfac-

tory order, he next lay down com-

fortably in bed with his grave clothes

on, put. a piece of string round bis

neck, and strangled himself with

great deliberation and care.

The value of the kauri gum export

to Auckland may be estimated from

the fact that during the period from

Ist January, 1853, to the 31st Decem-

ber, 1901. the total value of the gum

exported was £ 1Q,551,582. This ex-

ceeds the export of gold for the period

from Ist April, 1857, to 31st Decem-

ber, 1901, which amounted to

£10,512,866. the balance in favour of

the gum being £38,716. The total

export of silver for the same period
was £380,806, and of gold for the

whole colony £59,536,582. The total

value of metals and minerals export-
ed from 185 to the end of 1901 was

£71,729,020.

Mosquitoes in some of the swamp

and bush lands in this part of the col-

ony make things unbearable in the

summer months for surveyors aud

others whose business takes them in-

to the wilds. During the early part
of this year a survey party working
in the rugged bush district in the

west. part of the King Country had,

even in the day-time, in the warm

months, to keep their heads and faees

completely covered with calico or net-

ting, leaving holes for the eyes and

for breathing, and had to manufac-

ture gloves for their hands, ow ing to

the attacks of the swarrns of mos-

quitoes, in order to carry on their

work. Some time back a survey party

In a certain district in the North of

Auckland were literally driven out of

the bush during the hottest part of

the summer by the voracious hordes

of mosquitoes.

A stranded variety com; any in a

far back Queensland town made a

final effort to raise the wind by put-
ting on “the legitimate.” They could
only muster one frock coat, which

had to he used by the doctor and the

villain of the piece in turn. When

the manager was borrowing an old

uniform from the police station an

unhappy thought suggested to him

to get the sergeant’s handcuffs also.

The click they made when the villain

was arrested came off as a striking

realism, but it caused a nasty .hitch
in the proceedings. The doctor had

to go on as soon as the villain was

marched oft under arrest, but

the villain wore the coat,
and as the key of the hand-

cuffs had been forgotten he could

not take it off. The Davenports used

to take off their coats when hand-
cuffed, but the villain in the piece
was not a Davenport. Down fell the

curtain suddenly, and whilst the au-

dience was away getting a drink the

sergeant was hunted up, and the

wearer of the coat released. Then the

end of the third act was spliced on

to the beginning of the fourth, and all

finished well.

AS the result of a recent very viol-

ent eruption of the great Waimangu
geyser, at Rotomahana, the hill from

which visitors usually view the erup-
tions was thickly covered with a

heavy fall of sand and stones. The

outbreak occurred during the night.
It is felt (says a Dunedin paper)

that the matter of the defence of

that city and the port of Otago has

of recent years not received the at-

tention bestowed on those of the

other principal ports in the colony.
The fortifications have been almost

stripped of the guns which were

placed in position ten years ago.
There is no doubt that several of the

big guns have been taken away, the

latest one going last week, and so

far as is known these guns have not

been replaced by others.

That, was a graphicincidentatPerth
Zoo, when a huge tiger fought and
killed a lioness. The lady had been

moping mum of late, and as a cure

the Zoo keepers tried matrimony;
but she didn’t take to her mate, and

bit him. He at once terminated the

ill-assorted marriage, moving for- a

rule nisi with his claws, and making
it absolute with bis teeth. Then he

ate part of his wife, and the attend-

ants removed the rest. The strength
shown by the tiger, enervated though
he was by long captivity, was won-

derful. Though the lioness weigh-
ed over two hundred pounds
he during the fight gripped her

with his jaws and threw her right
over his shoulder. Circus men will

regret the lost glorious opportunity
of that magnificent fight. There was

no audience! Think what it would

have been worth as a spectacle! And

it. was all wasted on the Zoo man-

ager and a handful of dead-heads.

By the death of Mr Sterling Mor-

ton, Secretary of the Department of
Agriculture under President Cleve-

land, the United States has lost one

to whom posterity will owe much. Mr

Morton was possessed of a passion
for the planting of trees, and he in-
oculated a nation with its enthusiasm.
He instituted “Arbor Day,” that
useful annual holiday on which every

right-minded citizen of the “prairie
States” puts an acorn or a seed into

the ground; and he did much to teach

the timber States t< appreciate and

preserve their heritage, so that now

each has its trained foresters and its
scientifically-taught corps of wood

rangers.

Evidently the King's illness has

been coming on some time. Writing
on the 23rd of May Mr Lucy said:—

There is current a curiously persis-
tent rumour alleging a mysterious
malady that has smitten the King.
Many estimable people are certain
there will be no Coronation in June,
the date fixed being preceded by a

Koyal funeral. Tt is not a new thing,
the story springing into birth shortly
after the accession. At one time it

was found desirable to put forth a

semi-official contradiction. It must
be admitted that for a stricken man

His Majesty is pretty lively. Every
day brings its appointed work, with
calls that could be met only by one

of robust constitution. Much of the

work in the way of public ceremonial
His Majesty formerly did has been

relegated to his successor in the

princedom of Wales. But every hour
and every day brings its engagement,
which is met with unfailing vigour.
Even in this Whitsun week, set apart
for holiday and rest by other eminent

public men, the King has been on the
go through a greater part of the 24
hours. Apart from public appear-
ances His Majesty devotes constant

attention to every detail of the Coro-

nation preparations. No detail es-

capes his eye or his care.

The Resident Commissioner for the
British Solomon Islands Protector-

ate, in the course of his annual re-

port to the Home authorities, says
that the white population numbers

76—65 males and 11 females. The
estimated value of the exports was

put down at £28,260, as against
£21,381 for the previous year, copra
being the chief article of export.
The other exports comprised ivory
nuts, pear shell, turtle shell, beche-
de-mer, green snail shells and cocoa-

nuts. Fines amounting to £lO had
been imposed upon a chief of Gela
and upon a missionary teacher of the

same island for burning a native vil-

lage, and a fine of £lOO had been im-
posed upon a white trader for sup-
plying fire arms to natives.

Particulars are given by a White
Cliffs (New South Wales) miner of
some singular specimens of opal un-

eartfied on that field last week. A

party of miners, while sinking at a

depth of 35 feet in an open cutting,
made a remarkable discovery of a col-
lection of round opalised balls, re-

sembling oranges. When broken, the

inside had all the appearance of a

sliced section of an orange, the veins

and seed cells being perfect. Other

specimens resemble cinrffimon fruit,
some being curiously and beautifully
eolourel with opal rays.

The correspondence columns of the

press are again saddened by the

bleating of the keen lawyer’s shorn

client. We have the old familiar in-

stance of the simple person who, ima-

gining that the man who was his own

lawyer had a fool for a client, en-

gaged a solicitor to collect a debt of

£2O for him. The amount was duly
collected, and the lawyer handed

over to the client, who was not going
to be a fool in the matter, a bill of

£36 8/11 for having collected it,
crediting him with the £2O received

on account. Instead of his debtor

owing him £2O, therefore, by the new

shuffle of the cards he became the

lawyer’s debtor to the extent of £l6

8/11. These experiences are quite
common to those persons whom the

lying old maxim about the wisdom of

having another fellow for your law-

yer still imposes upon. The solicitor

who collects your money pockets it,
and sends in a stiff bill for rendering
that service is a legitimate practi-
tioner upon whom the law enacted by

a majority of the people smiles its

most benign approval. It has the

same fatherly regard for him as for

the barrister, who after you have

feed him to conduct your case when

th“ time comes, takes on another job
and leaves you in the lurch. All this
is wiiuiii me legally prescribed rules

of the game, aud when the client

who, to show that he was not a fool,
engaged a lawyer, complains about it

he incurs the suspicion of being
something worse—an Anarchist in-

tent on blowing up the foundations

of society. But when the lawyer
closes on funds in the ordinary vul-

gar unsanctioned way of the common

layman he forfeits the protection of

the law, and it becomes a case of “re

gent, one” with him. Attention is

called to the increasing frequency of

these professional irregularities from

sorrowing victims who constantly
write to demand that “something
should be done” in the matter. Some-

thing certainly should, but it will

have to be something more than the
mere surface reformer suggests.

Clearly a person’s character is
shown by the manner in which he

laughs, or rather by the sound

which he makes, it is maintained by
a European psychologist. The follow-

ing, according to him, are unerring
indications:

“Those who laugh in ‘A,’ or who

make a sound like ‘A,’ are frank,
loyal, fond of bustle and movement,
and are generally of a versatile char-

acter.

“Those who laugh in ‘E’ are pleg-
matic and melancholy.

“Those who laugh in ‘l,* as most

children do, are timid, irresolute,
candid, affectionate and ever ready to

work for others.

“Those who laugh in ‘O’ are gene-

rous. bold and self-confident.

“Those who laugh in ‘U’ are misan-

thropes.”

Mr Phil May admits to onceplaying
a joke on a magazine writer, who

called on him for an interview. “He

was, I think, the most elegantly-
dressed man I had ever seen. From

the roof of his shining silk hat to

the points of his brilliant boots and

his white kid gloves, he was simply

exquisite. We had been talking some

time when we heard a loud ‘Hee-haw,
hee-haw. hee-haw' in the garden.
‘Gracious,’ said my visitor nervously,
‘what on earth is that?’ ‘Oh,’ I re-

plied, laughing, ‘that’s a donkey that
has been brought with the cart for

a model. I’m.doing a coster sketch.
Let us go out and see him.’ When

we reached the street I suggested to

my visitor that I should give him a

spin, and he, thinking it great fun,
climbed into the cart, tall hat and

all, and I in my shirt sleeves and

bare head, sat in front. Twice I

drove him up and down the road,
and then, yielding to an impulse of
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wickedness, I steered the donkey at

• fast trot along Holland-read, deaf
to the entreaties and protests of my

passenger, who, with his knees

doubled up to his chin, bumped and
wobbled at the back. Near Hyde
Park corner my visitor shouted in

agonised tone, ‘I sa-a-ay, m-m-y d-d-
--ear ch-ch-chap, th-there’s a 1-1-lady
c-c-coming in an open c-c-c-arriage
apd I kn-n-now her.’ But the same

fiend urged me on, and I drove him

madly through the maze of fashion-
able equipages at Hyde Park corner.

The multitude roared with laughter,
and, at last, my lark ended, I turned
towards home, kt was the first and
only time I played at being a coster.

Was my friend angry? Well, rather.”

The following details of a Maori’s

wandering life are given by the Ka-

whia “Settler,” in an account of the

late native chief, R. W. Waitai, bet-

ter known as Tiki Taimona (“Dicky
Diamond”), whose death was an-

nounced at Kawhia the other day:—
Tiki could trace his ancestors back

in an unbroken line for twenty-three
generations through the Tainui
stock. He was the son of Waitai,
who was shot at Waihari He was

born in Kawhia about the year 1830.

The name Diamond was given to him

by his European associates during
his travels. Up to 1849 he lived in

Kawhia, but being of an adventurous

disposition went in a trading vessel

to Melbourne and worked on the

Bendigo and Ballarar, diggings. From

there he went to England as a sailor
before the mast, and put in several

years at sea, visiting America, China

and other parts. On one occasioq
when he returned to England he met

a Mr King with a troop of New Zea-
land natives. He joined them and

made his appearance on the English
stage in a play called “Hinemoa.”
This would be some time in the early
sixties. In 1863 he left England for

New Zealand. He joined the King
party and tobk a prominent part in

that movement. He was a familiar fig-
ure to many visitors to Kawhia, as

well as to the residents. His really
wonderful memory was a constant

source of astonishment to all those

who tested it. To the Maoris he

meant much. His mind was stored
with old Maori songs, sayings, folk,

lore, and karakias (incantations).

There seems to be an inclination

on the part of some Auckland

hoodlums who frequent the streets

at night to frighten young girls, tak-

ing pattern by the wicked trio that

are credited with having waylaid a

Mt. Eden girl. The mystery attach-

ing to the Mount Eden case may pos-
sibly remain unsolved, but it is pret-
ty certain that if other offences;
against females such as these are

sheeted home the punishment will be

severe, and we hope effectual as a

warning to other individuals. A well

known business man, who gives
his name and address, informs us

that between 7 and 7.30 last night his
daughter, a young girl fourteen

years of age, had been to a Christian

Endeavour meeting, and was return-

ing to her home in Arch Hill. She

was accompanied along New ton Road

as far as the Reservoir, and proceed-
ed homewards alone. Near Dump-
er’s store, she states, three men

rushed on her, saying <
“Now we have

you,” whereupon she ran with her

utmost speed. They ran after her, it

is suggested, to see if she would go
down some side street, till a stranger
interfered, and her assailants de-

eamped. The girl arrived at her home

crying and terrified, and it was

a quarter of an hour before she could
be quietened sufficiently to tell
what had occurred. If the man who

interfered can identify any of the

girl’s assailants it is hoped he will
coibe forward

I once had much difficulty with a

Sydney “larrikiness,” whom I per-

suaded after much difficulty to sit

for her portrait (said Mr Phil May
recently to a “Daily Express” inter-

viewer). She was suspicious at first,
but finally consented to “be drawed.”

She was quite smart for her class,
and a young girl of exquisite figure.
It was fully a week afterwards, and
I was standing outside the Theatre

Royal in Sydney, talking to a well-

known Australian lady journalist, a

person of great dignity and social
eminence. I was making myself as

agreeable as possible, when, without
a* instant's warning, mv hat was

flung violently into the lady's face.
In the raucous colonial dialect of a

resident of “The Rocks” someone

behind me shouted, "Blimey, girls,
’era's Phil May! Ain't ’e a rye buck?”
Need I add that It was my model

returning home after a gaudy even-

ing in town? What I said to the lady
journalist I cannot even try to re-

member, for when I had collected my
hat and some of my senses she was

hurrying down the street.

A South African huntsman and ex-

plorer interviewed at Durban lately
concerning the Lake Tang-
anyika region, described the

country as abounding in

big game, lions, elephants, and every
species of buck. It was, in fact, the

huntsman’s paradise. The lions, how-

ever, occasionally hunt on their own

account, and on one occasion a lion
visited his residence during his mo-

mentary absence, and seized a wo-

man there who was lying asleep. Her
husband was aroused by her screams

and attempted to distract the lion’s

attention, and so successful was he

that the lion left the woman after

having deprived her of an arm and

dragged the husband into the bush,
devouring him, bones and all.

One of the great sights described

by Cesar de Saussure, in “A Foreign
View of England, in the reigns of

George I. and George II.”

(Murray), was the coronation

of the second George. Never

had so splendid a spectacle
been witnessed. Old men who had

seen no less than four previous coro-

nations were agreed that this one

surpassed all the others in splendour.
It takes sixteen pages to enumerate

the personages who formed the pro-
cession. But it was not the length
of the progress which astonished the

traveller. To quote his own words,
“What embellished the ceremony

greatly was the magnificence of the

jewels. The peeresses were covered
with them, and wore them in great
quantities on the fronts of their bod-

ices, in their hair, as clasps for fas-

tening their robes and cloaks, with-

out counting their necklaces, earrings
and rings.” The skirt of the Queen’s
robe “was so much embroidered with

jewels that it threw out a

surprising radiance, and she next

day declared that what had

fatigued her most was the

weight of this skirt.” Tire finest

voices in England sang admirable

symphonies, and the music was con-

ducted by the celebrated Mr Handel.”

De Saussure’s book, which was prais-
ed by Voltaire, who read it in M.S.,
has just been translated by Madame

Van Muyden.

That monumental work, the Ox-
ford English Dictionary, is getting
bravely on. The seventh volume, con-

taining a portion of the letter O, will

be issued in the first week in July.
There will remain three more vol-

umes to complete a work begun in

the nineteenth century, finished in

the twentieth, worth of both. It is

curious to note that of the five com-

pleted volumes carrying the alphabet
up to K, by far the largest number of

words appear under the letter C.

They are a total of 29,395, compared
with 2570 for J and 3156 for K. F, H

and I run curiously close, a trifle over

13,000 words. D, maintaining its rela-

tions with C, comes next to it in the

number of words, being the initial

letter of 17,057.

The old story of the merchant who

advertised for a young man, and, as

a test of character (says an Ameri-

can exchange), offered each applicant
a bundle knotted with twine to open,
and selected the youth for the

vacant position who did not cut the

string, but patiently laboured over

the knots until they were untied—-
that was good in the old days.

Now, the merchant would say tq
himself: “The position is worth a

dollar a day, or ten cents, an hour

for ten hours’ work. If that young
man wastes fifteen minutes’ time,
worth two and a half cents., trying
to save a piece of twine worth one-

eighth of a cent., he is no good to

me.”
“Billy” Rice, negro minstrel, used

to tell the story of a man who picked

up a pin as he w*s leaving the office

of a great merchant after an unsuc-

cessful quest for work.
The merchant, seeing the man's

action from the window, called him

back and gave him employment,
which kindness he repaid by becom-

ing owner of the entire business in

an incredibly short space of time.

“Billy” used to end his story by
saying that he tried that scheme

once when he was looking for work,
dropping a pin carefully on the floor

as he entered. He stated his wants

to the proprietor, who not only had

no employment to offer him, but re-

marked to his partner as Rice picked
up the pin:

“Say, if that fellow’s so small as to

steal a pin off the floor, how much

do you think he'd leave in my till?”

THE NEW GOVERNOR OF NEW

SOUTH WALES.

Sir Harry Rawson apparently does

not pin his faith to Portia’s senti-
mental philosophy on the quality of

mercy. On the contrary, there is a

decided quarter-deck ring about the

opinions which His Excellency has

expressed as to the proper attribute
wherewith justice should be temper-
ed. Speaking at the first annual

meeting of the New South Wales As-

sociation for Assisting Discharged
Prisoners, the Governor, who pre-
sided, came out with some plain,
blunt talk that, must have astonished
the philanthropic ladies and gentle-
men who heard him. Sir Harry Raw-

son said that “as a naval officer who
had had a good deal to do with dis-
cipline and the management of men

he had come to tffie conclusion after

many years’ service that to temper
justice with mercy was rather a mis-
take. He had rather found that to

temper justice with severity at first

had in the end saved a good deal of

crime. When one was satisfied that

a man had justly earned punishment
it should be meted out with severity,
but after that try and reform him.”

Duke Henry, of Mecklenburg-Sch-

werin, the consort of Queen Wilhel-

mina, cannot escape being written

about in the papers. The “Daily
Mail” says that “the Dutch Queen’s
choice fell first on his brother, with

his handsome face, his charm of man-

ner and his debts. But there was a

bar beyond which rendered his suit

impossible, so Henry came from

Mecklenburg in his stead. Henry

had just enough of military bearing
to make him hateful to the Dutch—-

they are not a race of soldiers in the
unitormed sense of the word. Look-

ing stiff and surly—-as a matter of

fact he was only shy—he drove be-

side the dimpling-, smiling, rosy little

Queen through the streets of Amster-

dam. They changed his; name to

Hendrick by special decree and tried

to teach him Dutch. Unfortunately,
he preferred shooting- game to the

learning of languages, whereas the
Dutch, as a nation, prefei- learning to

sport.’ He beat their crack shots at

the riflf butts, and the people fret-

fully asked why he took no interest

in art. The comic papers were scath-
ing. Then he lost heart. He stayed
at Loo and shot deer, and pottered
over his pigs. There he now wa'nders
about with a pale and worried face,
the best hated man in Holland, for

tales one need not repeat have made

him more unpopular still. It is said

he has promised the Queen to give r;

little less time to sport and a littlq

more time to learning the ways of

her people. It is certain that he

groans for two hours every work-a-

day morning over his grammar in

Dutch. He is clean shaven, and has

a big solid, face. Queen Wilhelmina

is ever smiling and pretty.”

From the personal testimony of a

friend indirectly concerned in the

transaction I am able (says Mr Lucy
the well-known journalist) to con-

firm the report that the amazing
Humberts levied £ 40,000 on London

in addition to the fabulous sums rais-

ed in France. I refrain from men-

tioning the name of the English
business firms concerned, but they
are of the highest standing, their

long-established success following

upon observance of profound busi-

ness principles. Two are leading
banks in London. To these applica-
tion was in the first instance made

for a loan. Overtures being declined

unless backed by guarantees the

Humbert* laid aiege to three first-

class associations. The usual fee in

•uch cases for bona fide transactions
is, I am told, from 1 to 2 per cent.

The Humberts offered a commission

of 20 per cent. Attracted by this

bait one of the guarantee corpora-
tions sent over their own solicitor to

Paris to make inquiries into the

affair. This gentleman, a shrewd

and experienced solicitor, came back;
with assurance that everything was

right; that the safe, the outside of
which he had with his own eyes seen,

contained one hundred million
francs. On this report the guarantee
corporation made themselves respon-

sible for £20,000. The rest was easy.

Two other companies of equal stand-

ing shared the other £20,000. The

banks, of course, suffer no loss. But

the guarantee corporations will have

to pay up the full amount, comfort-
ed only by the commission received
in advance, and the reflection that in

France there were some people even

more foolish than they.

Some annoyance has been caused to

tradesmen in Christchurch during the

past few days, reports the local press,
by the circulation of imitation £5

notes, which were issued by “The

Wheelman” some time ago. Two of

these notes have been taken to shop-
keepers by children, who asked for

change for them. Fortunately the

nature of the paper was discovered

before any money had passed.

FREE TO THE
RUPTURED.

Dr.W. S, Rice, the well-known New York Hernia

Specialist, send* a trial of his famous method

FREE TO ALL. Anyone can now cure them-

selves at home without pain, danger, opera-
tion, or an hour’s loss ot TIME FROM WOKK.

At the earnestrequest of British patrons, Dr.

Rice has opened Branch Offices at9i k Stone-
cutter St., London, E.C., and to the thousands
upon thousands of ruptured people who are

torturing themselves with bad trusses, and are

in momentary danger of death from strangula-
tion, will send free to all a trial of his famous

methodthathassaved so many lives and made

so many men, women, and children well and

strong and permanently cured of bud Ruptures.
Do notbe backward aboutwriting for theFREE

TRIAL. It willcost you nothing, andwillenable
youto see how easily youcan cure yourself in a

short time without losing an hour from work.
Dr. Rice is determined thatevery sphering man

or woman shall know the wonderful truth that

Rupture can be cured, and he therefore gener-

ously sends, prepaid by post, his method abso-

lutely free, and you can make a trial of it.

Remember that it is the same method that
Mr. ThomasBlay (whose picture is given below)
used; andwho can deny the truth when it is put
before them in soclenr a light? It ma t indeed

be welcome 7.ord? to the afflicted.

Words of praise from Mr. BLAY.
No. 5, Ripley Terrace, LuddendenFoot,

W. S. Rice. April 6,1901.
DearSir.—After using yourtreatmentfor three

months I find myself cured of my Rupture, at
the ageof 55. I had beenRuptured for ten years.

I shall advise all people afflicted with thiscom-
plaint to use your treatment, as I know from

experience that it will cure permanently. You

musthave awonderful knowledge of rupture to
fitone so perfectly without seeingthe rupture.
I am in good health now, something I have not

enjoyed for ten years before. You can use tbit
letter in anyway youchoose, andI hope it wit

guide others toa perfect cure.—Yourstruly,
T. BLAY.

There is absolutely no question aboutthe cura-
tiveabllityof this combinedandperfectedinethod.
It hasstood thetestof time; itnas beenthrough
the fire ofcritical cases; it has come outvictorious
in every curableinstance. It has savedthe child
toa lifeofindependence ; it has given theyouth
his naturalendowmentofhealth andstrength to

fight the battle of life successfully ; it hue con-

quered the blight upon old ageand turned years
ofsufferinginto eiMing days of Joy andgladness.
Whoever is Ruptured, orknows aperson suffering
with Rupture, should keep in mind the factthat
in eighty per cent, of all cases there is a daily
liability thatbefore night they may say good-bye
toearthly things. Does not this fact influence
one topause andconsider whether they are using
their best efforts in the way a wise Creator

intended they should ? And if the forethought,
the research and the painstaking effort of one
who invents and studies for the relief of others
is placed in our hands, is It not our duty toread

and listen patiently, that wemay take advantage
of that which contribute* toour earthly benefit f
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Burglars are the talk of the colony.
They seem omnipresent, and to carry

on their nefarious calling with equal
diligence, in Auckland as in Dunedin.
Besides the safe robbery at Otahuhu,
alluded to elsewhere in these columns,
several cases are reported from both

eity and suburbs. In one case, where

there was a ease of sickness unto

death, the watcher by the bedside

was suddenly startled by the entry
of a man in stockinged feet. The pa-
tient was sleeping, and the watcher’s

one idea was not to wake him, so she

calmly asked the thief to leave with-

out giving any alarm. The pluck
shown in this instance was of a very

high order, for the lady concerned

was very badly frightened, and only

splendid self-control kept her up.

Another lady, entering her bedroom

after dinner, was paralysed with

fright on seeing the figure of a man

at her dressing-table. At her entrance

he turned and faeed her, and so great

was her terror she could not call out.

Only when the burglar began to move

towards the window did she find her-

self able to alarm the house. The man

had, however, got safely down the

verandah posts, and was well away

before the hue and cry set up. The

thief got nothing, though jewellery
to the amount of some £BO was loose

on the table, with several hundred

pounds’ worth close at hand in a

strong box, enclosing a jewel-case.

In Dunedin they are equally busy

and more successful. In addition to

the residence of Mr Johnstone the

house of Mr Shaw, at Driver s Road,

Maori Hill, was also entered on Sun-

day evening by an individual of bur-

glarious intentions. The circum-

stances in connection with the visit

to Mr Shaw’s residence show that
the person who is making his unwel-

come visits is rather a daring cha-
racter. He made his entry into Mr

Shaw's house shortly after seven

o’clock, coming in by the back kitch-

en door. The house was lighted up

at the time, and Mrs Shaw and two

children were at home. Making cool-

ly into the hall he peeped in at the

door of the room in which Mrs Shaw

was sitting, evidently wishing to see

if anyone was there. One of the

little girls saw him and cried out that

there was a man in the house. Find-

ing himself discovered the fellow

bolted out at the back door again.
He took with him a tall hat, which

he had picked up in the hall. A

young man coming down the road
noticed him running out of the place
and make oft along the road as fast

as he could. The action of the man

was so very suspicious that he went

inside to inform the family of what

he had seen. Needless, to say he

found Mrs Shaw and her daughters
considerably upset at the man’s in-

trusion. Beyond the hat, which,
however, was regained, as the thief

threw it away just outside the gate,
nothing was found missing. But this

was not the burglar’s fault. A de-

scription of the individual has been

given to the police, and it will be. not,

unpleasant news to the residents in

Driver's Road if they learn that he

has been brought to book.

Whether it is that there

is a tendency towards liti-

gation, or that people of Otago
are bad payers, the fact is that

Dunedin is a long way ahead of other

large centres in the colony in the

matter of Magistrates Court work,
(says the “Otago Daily Times"). The

probabilities are that the heavy in-

vestments in dredging shares have a

very great deal to do with it, as a

large proportion of the cases called

on are against those who. having

bought shares, are perhaps willing to

pay, but simply unable to do so. A

little while back a northern news-

paper announced as something extra-

ordinary that over ninety cases had
come before the magistrate; but that

number sinks into utter insignifi-
cance when compared with the num-

ber of “blue papers” that come be-

fore the Stipendiary Magistrate here.

Yesterday the total summonses

brought under the notice of Mr

Carew, S.M., was 109. but this is a

long way short of the Court's record

of 140. Of course, the published list
of cases never indicates the real work

of the Court, ns the major portion of

the cases are either confessed, ad-

journed, or struck out. Yesterday,

however, au unusual number of judg-
ments were given.

The policy established by the Post

and Telegraph Department in offer-

ing inducements to lads and others

in the non-clerical division of the

service to qualify for promotion, was

continued during last year; and -the

Postmaster-General says it is gratify-
ing to find that the spirit of emula-

tion thus created has produced an in-

creased desire for self-improvement
among juniors in the service, and the

consequent discovery of many pro-

mising officers.

At a recent meeting of the Society
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Ani-

mals, Christchurch, a letter was read
from a lady interested in the work,
drawing the attention of the Society
to the fact that she knew of a boy
who was giving way to all sorts of

cruelty against animals. The boy’s
delight was to stick knives into pigs,
tie fowls together by the tails, and
to do other cruel acts of a similar

nature. The writer expressed an

earnest hope that the Society Would

look into the matter. The “Graphic”
hopes so too. and that the young

scoundrel will be well birched.

The Maoris, to the number of sixty,
who were in camp in the Queen's Park,
Invercargill, in connection with the Coro-

nation celebrations, left for their homes

at Colae and the Bluff after a very pleas-
ant stay. On Thursday afternoon, after

the bullock had been roasted, carved, and
served to the large assemblage, the

Mayer and Mayoress were invited by
the chiefs to the Park, where Mrs H. D.

Maire, wife, of the Northern chief, and

Mrs R. T. Maire, wife of the Colae chief,

presented Mr and Mrs Longuet with
several products of Maori handicraft, in-

cluding a handbag, mats, a crown in

dyed ribbonwood, a native skirt, and

spear with carved head, as a token of

their appreciation of the hospitable
treatment they had received in Inverear-

gill. His Worship suitably acknowledged
the gifts, and complimented the visitors

on the part they had taken in the cele-
brations.

A distressing fatality occurred atSpar
Bush (Southland). A son of Mr John

Buchanan, eighteen years of age, had

been out shooting with a Remington
rifle, and returned home in the afternoon

with a cartridge in the barrel. He

placed the firearm on the table, where it

lay for a time, and the lad, sitting on

a chair, was about to remove it, when it

accidentally went off, the bullet striking
his infant sister, three years of age, in

the head, causing death, which took

place several hours afterwards. The par-

ents, to whom general sympathy will be

extended, were away from home at the
time. An inquest is to be held.

A unique experience befel several
Hastings people whilst they were driving
to the Napier Park races last week, re-

ports a Napier exchange. The road be-

tween Tomoana and the Pakowhai bridge
has been covered with about four feet of

silt since the flood. This deposit, to some

of those driving, proved a veritable bog.
One party, in a buggy and pair, drove

into the silt, until brought to a stand-

still, and it was nearly four o’clock in

the afternoon before They were able to

drag the buggy back again on to the

metalled road, which was done with the

assistance of a pair of draught horses
attached to ropes. The buggy horses also

had to be dragged out of the silt, which

appears to be of a very sticky nature.

Other traps were also bogged, and it was

not until after several hours’ work that

they were released, when the people re-

turned home instead of going to the races.

Au impromptu roadway has been formed
by going through paddocks from Tomo-

ana to the Pakowhai bridge, but most

of the vehicles from Hastings went by
the Shamrock Hotel or Fern Hill.

It is not every kind of cheating or

imposition that brings a man within the

summary jurisdiction of justices under

the Police Offences Act. There is a pen-
alty upon any person who imposes or

endeavours to impose upon any person

or charitable institution by any false or

fraudulent representation, either verbal
or in writing, with a view to obtain

money or any other benefit or advantage.
But this does not apply to cases of con-

tract, in which one party gets an ad-
vantage over the other. Suppose, for in-
stance, that someone sells you a horse

with a fraudulent warranty as to its
condition, and so induces you to pay the
purchase money for an animal that is,
perhaps, almost totally worthless. There,
it seems, you cannot have the seller con-

victed for an attempt to “impose” on

you. It is true that he did impose, and

that he did get a benefit that he would

never have secured but for his fraudu-

lent warranty. The Court, however,
holds that the class of offence against
which the provision in question is aimed

is some imposition of a charitable sort,
as where the accused has got your money

by’ pretending a state of facts which he

knows does not really exist. Where

there is a contract, the buyer has some

remedy in the civil courts, however

shadowy it may be, and so the Courts

decline to let him proceed under the en-

actment in question.

There was something approaching
a panic, though of only’ a momentary
sort, at the theatre, New Plymouth,
on Thursday night. During a scene

between the hero and heroine some-

one in the pit fainted, the heat and

erush probably’ being too much for

him. A cry was raised in the pit,
which was probably “Air, air!” but

sounded in the dress circle like “Fire,
Fire!" People in the stalls jumped
up to see what had happened, and

the movement, probably wrongly in-

terpreted, was instantly communi-

cated to those in the dress circle,
and a number of people, chiefly men

who were near the back, made a rush

for the main entrance. The usher

anil a few others called out “Keep
your seats,” “Sit down,” etc., and
the rush subsided as suddenly’ as it

had begun, the knowledge that there

was no danger immediately making
people rather ashamed of their ex-

eitement.

At the Imperial Institute, London,
when the last mail left, there were on

exhibition the presents made to the

Prince and Princess of Wales during
their Empire tour last year. The Lon-

don "Evening News” says: "The valua-
tion placed on the presents by insurance

experts at the Institute exceeds £40,000.
There are objects, however, among them,
such as the celebrated hat-erown of the

chiefs of the Tsimpian tribe, presented
by the Indians of Port Simpson to the

Princess, the value of which could not

be computed in coin. Prominent among
the exhibits will be noted the flag of the

Master of Trinity House, which H.R.H.
hoisted for the first time >n joining the

Ophir, and which he is justified in look-

ing upon as the first present of his tour.

Among the scores of caskets presented to

the Royal travellers, that which enclosed

the address of the inhabitants of Kandy’,
of solid gold, richly studded with Colom-

bo pearls, precious stones, and a star

ruby, is perhaps the most valuable, as it

costs some £2OOO. More striking, but -

hardly so valuable, is the casket pre-
sented with the address at Auckland
(N.Z.) in the form of a Maori canoe,
manned by seven boatmen, carrying gol-
den paddles at the salute; the base is

of greenstone, bearing the Royal arms in

gold and enamel; at the top of each pil-
lar is a golden kiwi, one of the New

Zealand wingless birds. Many specimens
of gold products were presented to the-
Prince, the most remarkable being that

given by Brisbane, which is a large piece
of gold-studded quartz, mounted and in-
scribed. One of H.R.H.’s most cherish-

ed gifts was the album of rare stamps
given by the inhabitants of Sydney, the

commercial value of'the stamps to col-

lectors being put down at many thou-

sands of pounds. The famous huia fea-
ther, the emblem of chieftainship which
was put in the Prince’s hat by the

Maori chiefs in token of allegiance, is

also on view. At Brantford, in Canada,
a historic gift was that of a silver cas-

ket containing the original long distance
telephone; it was given by Professor

Melville Bell, father of the inventor.
The gift in South Africa of 173 pure
water diamonds, weighing 2GI carats,
and worth several thousands of pounds,
cannot but have been a very pleasing gift
to so womanly a Princess as our future

Queen. The Boer prisoners at Simons-
town presented Her- Royal Highness with

several serviettes and a shield-shaped
brooch, all made from Kruger coins. St.
John’s (N.8. presented a superb mink

rug, and at the same time a go-cart and

silver harness for Prince Eddie, whila
the children of Toronto got up a cent

subscription to. provide a toy miniature

eity of Toronto for her other children.
There are many gold-mounted ostrich

fans; the ladies of Brisbane gave a mir-

ror in a gold frame, with Her iiqyal
Highness' monogram in Australian jew-
els; a gold bouquet-holder, presented at

Melbourne, serves also as a smelling-

bottle. These are only a few notable ex-

hibits from a large and deeply interest-

ing collection.

A tale of the Sydney express: There

was on board, amongst others, an Ameri-

can “drummer,” who, having unavail-

ingly spent much time and persuasion on

Sydney traders, felt “vurry tired.” His

fellow travellers, mostly Sydneyites,
were discussing the lately-originated
“South African Day,” and one of them,

turning to the man of commerce, re-

marked, “Sayr
old man, you’re pretty

strong on 'days’ in the States, aren t

you’” “Yes, that's so. Guess we’ve got

Independence Day, and Thanksgiving
Day, and there are others. But you
folks out here have ‘fixed’ on one day
that whips me. Yes, sir, and that day

Sydney has made all her own, you bet.”

“The deuce she has. What’s its name?”

Then America beamed: "Well, boys, its

just this—‘To-morrer.’ ”

One of those economical chorus girls,
who occupy suites of rooms at the lead-

ing hotels on £2 5/ a week, concluded

her day out at a Melb. shop by beckon-

ing to her “boy,” who stood sheepishly
in the doorway. "What is it, my dear?”

he asked respectfully. "I want you. to

pay for these,” ordered the Queen with

a sweep of her hand. "How much?”

asked the docile male person. Her Ma-

jesty flared like a Roman candle. “How

much?” she echoed scornfully. “How

do I know *” and swaggered out to her.

brougham, leaving the unfortunate capi-
talist. the centre of the grins of custom-

ers and shop girls, as he drew his cheque
book from his pocket.

A good large lump of salt seems re-

quired with this yarn: In the offices

of one of. the great fruit companies
in New York ping-pong is started in

the directors’ room as soon as office

hours are over, and it is related that

the office boy ignominiously defeated

not long ago the vice-president of

the trust. It is said that the magnate
lost all his ready cash in backing
himself in the contest, but as many
millionaires in the State carry no

more than enough to pay their ear

fares, this need not necessarily have

been a very great blow to his finan-

cial stability. This game has also in-

vaded Wall-street, and certain

brokers have become so infatuated

that they have hired a room and es-

tablished a table in the Produce Ex-

change building, where they play

every evening after the meeting of
the board.

It was rather a noisy party in the

bar parlour after the races, but dur-

ing a momentary lull a keen-eyed
hatehet-faced chap said. “Here, I’ll

bet a quid that no man in the room

has got a more appropriate name for

a backer of horses than mine!” It

was his pet catch, and most of the

company knew it, but a short stout

stranger jumped up and said, “I’ll

take yer! Put up yer stuff with the

landlord!” The two sovereigns hav-

ing been staked, and the landlord ap-

pointed sole judge, the first speaker
said with d’triumphant smile, “Well,

my name’s Pickem!” “Mine’s

Chump,” said the little fat stranger,
and without a moment’s hesitation

the landlord gave his verdict—-
“Chump, in a walk!” He had been at

the game himself.

UUCP YOUR SADDLE DRY!

KTHE
ORIGINAL,

OMMEL
FLICKER

ftUACM OarfcLLOW

PROTECTS BOTH
MR AMD SADDLE

HARDEST STORM

A. J. Tower Co., Mfrs., Boston, Mass., U.S.A.
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Turf
Gossip.By

WHALEBONE.

TURF FIXTURES.

July 10 and 11—Gisborne R.C.

July 16 and 19—Wellington R.C.

August I—Amberley Steplechase Club

August 12, 14, 16—C.J.C. Grand National

October 8, 11—Dunedin Jockey Club

September—Avondale J.C.

© ® ©

TURF NOTEG.

The Swimmer was taken to Welling-

ton on Thursday.

On June 3rd. Clansman won the First

Lodge Handicap, at the Forest Lodge

Pony Meeting.

Mr C. Hird brought a couple of trotters

from Sydney during the week. They

may probably be taken to Christcnurcn

shortly.

I notice that The Swimmer has been

referred to as by Captain Webb from

princess Helen, by Leolinus from Nel J

Moore. This is a mistake, as his dam is

Seraph, by Albany, from the Traducei

mare Helena, another family altogether.

Armagh, by Medallion from Kilmorley,

two years old, won the Novice Handicap

(15 hand class) at the Kensington Park

meeting. N.H. Wales, on the 18th inst.

This is a full sister to the yearling filly

purchased by Mr Sands at Mr D. Mar-

ehall’s last sale.

There will be a good muster of race-

goers from Auckland at the Wellington

Racing Club’s Winter Meeting, from all

accounts. Most of the intending visitors

will leave on the 13th by way of Tara-

nakh

During the week Nonette has been

backed to win theNew Zealand Cup loc-

ally for about £lOOO, and it is understood

that about £lOOO was obtained in the

South. The average price was about 100

to 7, though some was taken at a point

shorter. Mr J. T. Ryan, the owner of

the coit is his backer.

Nominations for the New Zealand Grand

National Meeting are very good, twenty-
nine having been entered for the Grand

National Steeplechase, and forty-five for

the Grand National Hurdle Race. The best

horses we have are engaged. Battleaxe,who

ran on Saturday at Flemington, is nomin-

ated in the hurdle event.

The lime for thelast New Zealand Cup

was slow—3.3s4—but it should be remem-

bered that a strong wind was blowing,

and 1 don’t forget that a good judge

wrote and told me that he thought that

but for the wind which met the horses

right in front for quite the first four fur-

longs and a haif-that is from near the

Welcome Stakes starting barrier to Cutts’

turn, and also from the turn in the course

proper, which is about three and a half

furlongs from home—the time would have

been little slower than the best on record

since the barrier has been used. Those

who do not know the Riccarton race-

course may assume that the wind would

favour the horses as they’ ran along the

back, but the pine trees there break its

force, and they get but little assistance

at that stage.

At Sylvia Park Messrs L. D. and N. A.

Nathan have a nice collection of foals to

be sold in December next at their annual

dispersal, numbering 21 in all. There are

11 colts and 10 fillies. The following is a

list:—B c by Seaton Delaval—Cantiniere.
b c bv Simmer—Cantatrlce, b c by Seaton

Delaval—Ellerglie, b c by Cuirassier-

Jadestone, b c by Seaton Delaval—Lady

Moth, b c by Seaton Delaval—Leocant,

ch c by Seaton Delaval—Miss Gladys, blk

c by Simmer from Orchestra, b e by Sea-
ton Delaval from Tres Belle, blk c by
Explosion —Sybil, b c by St. Crispin—
Keepsake, ch f by Seaton Delaval—Bra-

gela, blk f by Explosion—Maratea, br f
by Explosion—Miss Rose, blk f by Wal-

lace—Lissadurn, b f by Seaton Delaval—
Role, b f by Seaton Delaval—Stepfeldt,
blk f by Simmer—Toi Toi. ch f by Seaton

Delaval—Waitemata, br f by Explosion—
Stepfast, and br f by Explosion—Mis-
calculation.

A majority of New Zealand sporting
writers appear to favour Nonette’s
chance in the New Zealand Cup; some.in-
deed. have made him their first selection.
Similarly I notice that Wakeful and San
Fran are In certain quarters mentioned
as having been given a chance In the Mel-
bourne Cup and other races. In the first-
named we have a mare asked to carry
tile same weight as Carbine won with,

really being set to do more, seeing that
she would be entitled to a 51b sexual al-
lowance. Really, in my Judgment, it
would seem quite out of the question to
expect either of the top weights to suc-

ceed unless a really bad field came to the

post, which, however much people may

decry the racehorses of to-day, is hardly

likely to prove the case. Melbourne Cup

winners don’t come from the ten-stone

ranks very often. The highest weight

yet carried to victory in the New Zealand

Cup is 8.9. Tasman, Vanguard, and Lady
Zetland each succeeded with that weight.

The first two mentioned were five years
old; Lady Zetland was aged.

The weights for the V.R.C. s Melbourne

Cup, V.A.T.C.’s Caulfield Cup, and

A.J.C.’s Metropolitan Stakes and Epsom

Handicaps appeared simultaneously. The

almost unanimity of the three handler-
perm—Messrs F. F .Dakin, R. K. Matt-

land, and Daley—in the .weighting of

Wakeful and San Fran, who are at the

top of the long list in each of the three

first-mentioned events, is striking, and

thesame remark applies to the treatment

of a large number of horses engaged in

tho Caulfield Cup and Metropolitan
Stakes, both of which races are run over

the same distance. The handicappers
work independently of each other. There

are some differences, of course, but only

a few at all pronounced. Nonette has re-

ceived 9.5, or 51bs above his weight for

age, in the Melbourne Cup. and receives

141bs from both San Fran and Wakeful,

the last-named being awarded 10.5 an

unprecedented weight for one of her sex,

this being ISlbs aboveher weight for age;

while San Fran, who like Wakeful last

year had a very much lighter impost,

San Fran being second with 9.7, has

13lbs over his scale weight, or the same

as Carbine carried to victory.

We frequently hear that there would

have been more money put through the

totalisator on some particular race or

racer but for unforeseen circumstances,

more often than enough due to

horses being started prompt on time than

to other causes, or the late arrival or a

train with Hundreds of "‘tending inves-

tors. It has been suggested that theie

shcuici be a warning bell rung five min-

utes before each start to hurry up dila-

tory investors. This might be a very

goed addition to the racing machinery

we now employ, but really people who

want to speculate are not very slow. In

the opinion of some people who think the

gambling craze is being carried too far,

it is thought that many investors would

be all the better could a little restraint

be placed upon them. There, are always

bustlers who come with a rattle at the

finish and would climb over the heads of

other people sooner than be left. Most

people can, however, get to the ticket-

sellers quite quickly enough to risk their

money, as many find out before they get,
to the end of a meeting. The additional

incentive of getting two chances of re-

ceiving dividends during the past Reason

has caused more people to hurry up
than

a five-minute warning bell would have
done, and the statistics this year will
show that An abnormal turnover has been
the result of the year’s operations, so far
at least as a majority of the clubs are
concerned.

When Multiform was in the New Zea-

land Cup with 9.8 he had a large follow-
ing—the following that only good colts

can command, and there is no doubt that
had he started he would have been first
favourite. Just before the meeting he
went to Riccarton and put up a sensa-
tional mile and a half gallop with about
7.9 on his back, or nearly two stone less
than he had In the race. Mr Stead did
not run him. considering that he had too

great a weight to win with, and probably
he was right, for on that occasion the

four-year-old Tirant d’Eau with 7.7 only
wanted something to make the pace more
solid and he would have knocked another
second off the time, which was 3.29 4-5.
as he won comfortably from Fulmen, 6 10
and Douglas, 7.8. Mr Dan O’Brien, who
witnessed the big gallop registered byMultiform, which was the best all hands
present had ever witnessed in their lives,going by the watch, after seeing Tirant
d’Eau win the New Zealand Cup. declar-
ed that he would not like to hazard the
opmion that he had seen any four-year-
old that could have carried 9.8 and won.
Though Carbine at his best at that age
might have made Tirant d’Eau go faster,
it certainly would have taken a cham-
pion four-year-old all his time. T don’t
think there is anything approaching a

Carbine or a Multiform in this year’s
Cup. Is there anything of the same class
ar, Tirant d’Eau in with a light impost
like that gelding had? J would not like
to say that there is not.

Weights for the open events of the Wei

lington Racing Club’s winter meeting were

declared by Mr J. O. Evett on Thursday,
and for the hack races by Mr J. K. Henry#
on Wednesday. The Wellington Steeple-

chase Handicap is framed on lines that
should lead to a good acceptance. The

going at this time of the year is Invariably

heavy over the steeplechase course. Re-

membering that Evening Wonder was not

seen at his best after he ran such a good
second to Haydn in the Hurdle Ra.ce on the

24th May at Takapuna, when he knocked

one of bls stifles hard, which made him
sore. I should be quite prepared to seethia

gelding show much Improvement upon his

steeplechase form on the second day of that
meeting. The Guard would have bad no
chance with him at the summer meeting at

Takapuna on the form he then exhibited,
and It H questionable whether we have bad
a ’chaser that could concede him 32lbs and
a beating over ft course like that at the
Hutt. There are a lot of useful horses en

gaged, and Plain Bill, If standing up to

his work. Frost, and Waltlo are amongst
those that may run prominently. In the
Malden Hurdles. Dundas, who has lots of

pace, has been given plenty by comparison
with some of the other beginners. Reliance
ran Indifferently In his two essays In open
company at Hawke’s Bay. and Mr Evett ap-
pears to have attached too much Importance
to his Malden Hurdle victory at Napier
Park In this and also in the Open Winter
Hurdle Handicap, in which he Is placed
above Rufus, who gave him Hubs at

Hawke’s Bay. In their last essay Mr

Henry# set Rufus to give Reliance 171bs;
Reliance fell. Handicapping without see-

ing the actual running is not satisfactory,

but Reliance’s beaten performances have

not been taken any notice of, and In plac-
ing him above so many good performers Mr

Evett has been hard on this gelding. Chas-

seur, in receipt of 10.9, or 241bs less than
Dundas, Is well used In the Maiden. Hippo-

wai and Sophia, from Auckland, may run

well In that race. None of the Aucklander#
are badly used In the Winter Hurdle Race,
unless it can be said that Royal Conqueror

has got more than his full portion. I like
Huku as well as anything in that event,

however, and Tresham may be said to have

received a racing Impost. Smithy. I have

heard. Is a not unlikely horse to win such

a race. I cannot see anything to beat Os-

tlak In the Parliamentary Handicap. In

the Stewards’ Handicap, Tltokl, on his best

form, is really too well in, and a liberty
has been taken with him. St. Olga and

Field Battery may. if started, bo a hard

pair to beat. After the acceptances definite
selections can be made.

L. H. Hewitt, the New Zealand Tod

Sloan, now in Australia on a visit, has

been interviewed by a representative of

the Sydney “Referee,” who has the fol-

lowing Items concerning this well known
horseman: This Is not the first time
Hewitt has been in Australia, as he was

in Melbourne a couple of years ago, and

won the Toorak Handicap on Alva, who

started at an outside price. However, he

soon tired of the southern capital, and.

on returning to New Zealand, quickly

brought himself into notice by winning on

long-priced horses, one of these being

Motto, who. at Dunedin, returned a divi-

dend of £BO. Subsequently he rode for Mr

D. O’Brien, but without any luck, and

later on his principal employers were Mr

G. G. Stead, the Hon. G. McLean, and Mr

E. J. Watt. During the present season,

Mr G. G. Stead has had first call on hi#

services, and the connection has been a

most pleasant and profitable one for Hew-

itt, who. for the gentleman named, has

scored 24 wins out of 30 mounts. Natu-
rally Hewitt holds a very high opinion of

Royal Artillery and Cruciform, and

reckons the latter was unlucky when she

was beaten. He attributes her defeat on

one occasion to his too exact observance

of orders, while, when Porirua downed

her, she was badly interfered with by an-

other competitor. Although not at the top
of the winning jockey list in New Zea-

land this season, Hewitt has an excellent
record. From August 12 to June 7he rode,
in 155 races, winning 66, finishing second
in 26, third in 20, and unplaced in 53. A

winning average of slightly better than

one in three for such a number of mounts

Is an exceedingly good one, and leaves
no doubt as to the ability of the rider.

Amongst the big events to his credit

may be mentioned the Auckland Derby,
the Christchurch Derby, Canterbury

Jockey Club Cup, Exhibition Cup.

Wellington Cup, Auckland Cup, and

Dunedin Cup. The most winning
mounts to his credit at one meet-

ing is nine, scored ar a Canterbury J.C.

fixture. His stay In Australia will be

short, but Hewitt intends combining busi-
ness with pleasure. Immediately on his

arrival here he applied for a riding

license, and no doubt will do the same in

Melbourne. Without wasting he can go

to scale at 7st 121b, and as he is able to

get down to 7st 51b, no doubt some of our

owners will avail themselves of his ser-
vices. New Zealand files show that ho

has been successful on all sorts of horses

in that colony, more particularly rogues.

He returns to New Zealand in time for

the Grand National Meeting in August,

and. by the way, denies that there is

anything In the rumour going the round

of th® New Zealand papers to the effect
that be has severed his connection with

Mr Stead.

Totalizators, like Salem Scudder’s pho-

tography apparatus, are supposed not to

lie, but there have been occasions—very

rare occasions of late years In New Zea-

land—when some got out of order. The

South Australian correspondent of tho

•’Sydney Referee” has the following In re-

ference to one worked there recently.—

The winter meeting of thePort Adelaide

Racing Club will live In the memory of

thoso who were at Cheltenham Park by

reason of the awful bungle llodsdou's
Paten Totahsater made of the betting.

It was absolutely ludicrous, yet there was

a serious side to what happoned. Though

the weather was cold and raw the at-

tendance was larger than usual, many

people having been Lttractod by the ma-

chine, of which such high praises hid

been sung. They went down prepared
to see a marvellous piece of mechanism,

and there U no doubt the general expec-

tation was that the totaliser would do all

that was claimed for it. But in the first

race some of the figures were bungled.

The onlookers thought little of this.and

attributed the lai- a to want of practice
as it were. In the »ext race tho figures

were still fractloue, and before the third
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Jp o R SALE.

That Charming Estate, known as

“M Y R E S,”

Containing 145 acres of the Richest Al-

luvial Land, is situate Inchclutha in a

bend of the Clutha River, two miles

from Stirling Railway Station, Post and

Telegraph Office; is a very early and

very choice Selection, and without doubt

one of the finest properties in New

Zealand.

It is divided into numerous paddocks,

Mostly in grass, with about 30 acres

maiden bush, chiefly fine old totara and

black pine, the undergrowth being clear-

ed and well grassed.

The Residence, known as "Myres,” con-

tains 13 rooms in splendid order. Men’s

house, stable, loose box, double coach-

house, tollhouse, etc. The Farm Home-

stead, known as "Inver Clutha,” com-

prises superior 5 roomed Verandah Villa;

stable, loose box, implement shed. etc. A

ready made home, with a salubrious cli-

mate, quite unique In its amenities of

wood and water, perfectly insulated by

road and river, and for Australians or

others in search of a beautiful home no

better Is to be found.
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•vent, the chief race of the afternoon, it
was obvtous to the moat casual observer
that something was wrong inside. And

indeed there was. There were not en-

ough clerks to cope with the demand for
tickets, and the electricity went back on

Mr H.odsdon so that the numbers were
not accurately registered. Scores of in-
vestors in the final rush could not get on

Kilt, who consequently showed the mu-

nificent price of 7 to 4. instead of evens

or 6 to 4 on. as he would have been if
it had not been for the block at the win-
dows. If Kilt had won some of the book-
makers—they are really media between
the tote and the punters -would have re-

ceived a body blow, for it was they who
held the bulk of the money, and it could
not be got on the machine. After thlf
race there was no improvement on the

machine, and finally th** arrangements
were so awry that the windows did not

open for the last race until the horses

were at the barrier. Then the rush to

bet caused a block suggestive of a
scramble at Donnybrook. Rome punters,
fearing they would be “left.” rushed
round looking for a chance to back their
good thing, and were promptly “dynamit-
ed”—one ppnciller laid 2 to 1 against offte
horse. 5 to 2 each of two. and 2 to 1 a
fourth!” In view of the muddle the new

machine was luckv to escape, ahd it says

something for the good nature of the
crowd that it was not stormed. The ser-
ious bungling was due to three causes.

The electricity partiallv failed, there

were trifling faults in the mechanism,
and the staff of clerks—all the men were

inexperienced with the machine—was too
small. Primarily the fault lay with Mr

TTodsdon himself, because he had mt
submitted the machine to a severe test
before introducing it to the public. AU
the trouble would have been avoided by a
searching preliminary trial, but the ’in-
ventor seems to have considered that In
view of the smoothnoQqwith which sim-
ilar machines had worked in Queensland.
If h** erected one at Cheltenham accord-
ing tn specification must ge*» all right.
Tt did not gee. as I have explained, and
the mmnsne behind Mr Hodsflon will Be

fortunate i* d’o is given another
trial in this State. The company has an
agreement with the Port Adelaide Club,
also one to run a machine for the Ade-

laide Paring Cl”b hut there are condi-

tions involving Its satisfactory working.
So far as ore can gather the mainrltv of
sporting m«n stin consider that the tote

is a vnod one. which AiTl net have a rea-
sonable chance l»«t Saturday to display
Its merits, end If Mr ca.n guar-
antee a satisfactory r ?hllc run. they
hone the Por' Club will tr P again. The
meeting, anar4 from the macFlne. which
was its principal feature, reqw’ree H:f»e

comment The amour* of money invest-
*ed wafl only £5957 against £7256 at the
corresponding meeting last v»j»r—indeed.
It is the lowest for years, dur to the

bungling of the totaliser.

Tnere are some of our turf legislators
who are in favour of the establishment
of a number of paid stewards to see that
racing is carried out as it should be. and
to report and deal with cases that all
honorary stewards cannot and sometimes
will not grapple with. Many—too many—-
are appointed for ornamental purposes, if
I may use the term; they don’t under-
stand the business of racing—and it is

largely a business—nor are they composed
of the right material to inflict punishment
when It is deserved. In New Zealand so
little of our* racing is under a proprietary
system—indeed, we are supposed to be

but are not free entirely’ from that ele-
ment—that there may not be so much
need for the paid stewards as there Is in
Australia, where much of the racing is
on proprietary racecourses, and at which
the proprietors act as stewards and wink
at the laches of some of their chief sup-
porters. whom they think it would not
pay them to make an example of. For
some time past the press and public have
been agitating for the appointment of sti-

pendiary stewards in Australia, accord-

ing to “Martindale,” and that writer says
it was hoped that this coming season
would see their appointment, and. per-

haps. such may be the case, but not at
the outset. The Australian Jockey Club
committee, however, have made a mo«t

Imnoriant move—ore that was wanted.
At the meetins in an 1 around Pvdnev

the list of stewards exhibited t**e names
of many shareholders in the various pro-
prietary clubs, and nald officials. All
good, sound mon. but it was the opinion
of the public generally that often they
fnl'od to c-.-rv nut their rtutv in the

way
they shonM enntlnm1

grumblings,
the A J.C. hove taken the mat-
ter in hand. Prior to ♦ h-Mr race meetings,
each club has tn Furnish a list giving the
names of their offir*jp]R The uremic”
club last week issued a circular. 1*» which
the different clubs were given notice that
In future they must omit from the list
the names of anv persons having mone-
tary or proprleary interest in anv
club within the 4P-mlies radius, as well
ns that of any paid official of such club.
rI his is as it should be. though of course
It villi nnt nuM with the general approval
of the members of Fhe various clubs. By
the carrying out of this new regulation
the public will have much more faith in
the officials—that is. if good sound men
arc appointed who will refrain from bet-
ting. Now. to get mon to carry out such
duties, the clubs will require to nay them
more than the paltry guinea a flay which
Is now the fee allowed to a steward. This
Is no doubt simply termed expensemoney,
sn that the steward is looked upon as an
hororarv Individual. That is lust where
the trouble lies. We have too much hon-
orary amateurism connected with our

racing generally. What is more, we have

♦ on many acting as honorary stewards.
Three is ample to carry out all

the duties required, and It is
pretty certain that our propriet-
ary race clubs are quite strong
enough to subscribe an amount amongst

them to pay for such services, as with
three men acting It would not come very

heavy. During the last year or so there
has been quite a boom in racing, conse-
quently they can well afford a little extra

expense, which in the long run would no
doubt be of material benefit to the clubs.
The public generally hold the Idea that
the stewards, under the present system,
are afraid to do their duty boldly, on the
grounds that If they disqualified a big
trainer they would not only lose that
man’s entries, but also, perhaps, render
their track unpopular with others. This

we do not agree with. We do think, how-

ever, that the majority of our present-
day stewards are not naturally suited to

the duty, Inasmuch as they are far too
good-natured and lenient. Some of their

number are a bit partial to betting, for It
Is a fact that it la very few of them but
what have a wager—little or much—dur-
ing an afternoon’s racing. They think
that there is no harm in this, but the

public do not agree with them, and one
must say that the public are right in so

thinking. No one that bets, in ever so

small amounts, should be allowed to sit
upon a case, as,they are not disinterest-

ed. The betting steward is a great blot

upon our present-day racing, and the

sooner he Is got rid of the better. It will
never be, however, until we have stipen-

diary stewards appointed. There Is a ru-

mour that our proprietary people will
hardly agree to any appointments, unless
the chairman of the club upon whose

course the meeting Is held' be allowed to

act. There If hardly any chance of the

A. J.C. this. and. what is more,

it would be foolish if they did. Det us

have one set of stewards to ao* at each

meeting. Then, perhaps, by a Tew judi-
cious hints which they might give to sun-

dry of our trainers and jockevs.we should
not see such an amount of In-and-out

running as we are now accustomed to.

Perhaps by the appointment of fresh
stewards and the increasing of the dis-
tance.’ over which a number of theraces

are to be run, the racehorse of the future

may run truer than in the past. Det us

hope so.
The Sydney “Referee” also

deals with this question in a lengthy ar-

ticle favouring the appointment of paid
men. and then refers to the fact that re-

presentatives of the proprietary clubs are

bestirring themselves In opposition to this

course being taken. They, however, re-

cently held a meeting, and have submit-

ted the following resolutions to the

A.J.C.:—

1. That this meetinsr regrets that the

Australian Jockey Club should think it

necessarv to impeach the gentlemen now’

acting as stewards at proprietary courses

bv calling upon the various clubs, except-

ing those holding meetings at Randwick,

to appoint fresh stewards.

2. That this meeting is of opinion, with

all due respect to our premier body, that

the control of racing at suburban courses

is equally as good as that carried on at

Randwick, w’hich the number of disquali-

fications during the past five years, com-

pared with those enforced at headquar-

ters go to prove.

3. That this meeting respectfully sug-

gests to the Australian Jockey Club the

necessity for appointing paid stewards to

act at all race meetings within the metro-

politan area, and with that object in view
the proprietary clubs will be glad to have

an early conference with the Australian

Jockey Club, in order to secure the ser-

vices of the best qualified men. and ar-

ranging terms of payment.
It is suggested that improvement all

round is really wanted, and that it is not

a strong point to urge that suburban
meetings are as well conducted as at

Randwick. Probably in New Zealand we

should have paid officials acting as stew-

ards were it not that many incompetents
really like the tasks imposed, and are

proud to find themselves clothed in brief

authority, and to enjoy numerous privi-
leges that stewardship often brings. There
are. of course, many clubs that are for-

tunate in having stewards who are well

versed in racing matters, and who strive

to do their duty. All are not built that

way.

It has occasionally happened at the mid-
summer meeting of the Auckland Racing
Club, or at the back end of racing sea-

sons in other parts of the colony, that
three-year-olds have displayed exception-
ally fine form; but three-year-olds in the
fall of the year are very often as good as

they ever will be -that Is to say, they
are then frequently found to be as cap-

able of registering a big performance as

at any future period of their careers. In

England the four-year-0.-.. or the early
fc ur-year-old stage in eq”ine life is not

voted a favourable one. and the accepted
rule may apply to some extent to four-
vear olds in the colony. Be that as it

may, we have seen many exceptionally
fine three-year-old colts, after displaying
extraordinarily good form at that age,

highly placed by the weight-adjuster ’n

framing bis (handicap for the big spring
event—the New Zealand Cup—run when
they have attained to four-year-old es-

tate. Once, and once only, in the history
of the race, has a four-year-old been
more heavily assessed than the Auck-
lander Nonette. who this year heads off
the list with 9.9. Nonette has yet to win
a two-mile race, though he won under

8.11 the Wanganui Cup. a mile and three-

quarters. and with 8.0 ran second in the

Auckland Cup. The four-year-oid that
claimed the distinction of being awarded
9.10 in the New Zealand Cup was also an
Auckland-bred colt. This was St. Hippo,
who. bear in mind, had won the New Zea-

land Cup and other races in the spring,
and had followed that performance up
by winning the Auckland Cup In record
time with 91bs more than Nonette failed

under. Then, again, we had Advance,
who had electrified the Auckland people

by winning, on top of his Wanganui Cup
• nd other performances, the Autumn
Handicap at Ellerslie, carrying 10.5 . a
meritorious performance for a three-year-
old. Advance was awarded 9.9. the same

weight as is now given to Nonette. Then
we had another champion in Multiform,
awarded 9.8, or lib less than Nonette has.

Then, to go further back, there was that
great celt Euroclydon, who won the
C.J.C. Derby, New Zealand Cup and Can-
terbury Cup In record time, who failed
next year under 9.5. Buch good
ones ar Seahorse, who also won the same
three races aa Euroclydon had done, ur-
•ides other events, had 9.5. Gipsy Grand,
a clinking good colt, had 9.7. Renown, un-

doubtedly one of the best three-year-olds
the colony has seen, was given 9.0. None
of these, it will be seen, were so highly
assessed as Nonette.

Ie it that we are believed to be getting
more rubbish than ever in our big races

that such burdens are to be placed upon
our best three-year-olds; or can the form

of Nonette be worked out as such as to

legitimately entitle him to be placed on
the same pedestal as our bygone cracks?
True, few have been allowed to essay the

task of trying to win under these big bur-

dens. and why? Can anyone tell me where
to find it recorded that a four-year-old
has ever succeededin winning a two-mi’e

handicap in the spring of the year with
such an impost as Nonette has received?
How often have older horses succeeded
witn such a weight? Search the records
of the turf, and we cannot find many in-

stances. Who will say that Nonette has

not received quite his full portion and
more in the light of past experience? I

confess I did not expect to find him set

to carry so much as 91bs above his weight
for age. good colt as he is. There are

those who Relieve that there never was

so good a three-year-old filly in this col-

ony as Cruciform has proved Herself. Mr

Henrys has never handicapped one of her

age and sex like he has done the daugh-

ter of St. Deger and Forme. Here we

find her handicapped at 91bs above her

weight for a£p. as Nonette has been.

New. this is extraordinary distinction,

but all the same I am
free to admit that

I expected her to have five or six pounds

over her weight for age, and Nonette to

have three or four over ms. but not more.

Tortulla is rightly placed through Cruci-

form, but both are asked to give bt.

Michael more than J had expected, and

Nonette also. What I am most surprised

at is to find Renown, a five-year-old, who

was the best three-year-old of his year,

and who was handicapped as such, being

awarded his weight for age last year,

now in at Slbs below his weight for age,

or 121bs in actual weight below Nonette,

who is a year younger This is ITlbs al

lowance as compared with th ®
I .f^t f

u
age scale. Renown Is cxcepti ?na ‘ y-p"®‘
handicapped, and by comparison Pam

pero has received quite plenty. Had Re-

nown been handicapped at his weight for

age. seeing the weights awarded are high,

less exception could have been taken. The

tw^-year-old division have been about

rightly handicapped, though in some in-

stances it would have been wise perhaps

to have made further distinction in the
matter of sexes, and a few pounds more

on some of the older horses who have

won races, and more on the practically

unknown quantity, Triumph — a coming
six-year-old brother to Renown; there

would have been less room for comment.

Why the different treatment of that

horse and the four-year-old colt Siege
Gun? As I said at theoutset, I expected
thehandicap to be commenced on a light-

er scale. I shall have more to say about

the handicap later on, but while I am of

opinion that it would have been advisable
to have started on a lighter scale, so as

to have ensured the presence of the four-

year-old at the top of the list, and several
others that may probably be considered

by their owners as too highly assessed, I

can only see a few horses that appear to

stand out on paper as too leniently treat-

ed—Renown, as already indicated, and
who may not stand a preparation; his
brother Triumph, who is really an un-

known quantity in public; and amongst
others Glenaladale, the C.J.C. Autumn

Handicap winner. This gelding last year
burst a hoof on the eve of the same race,
and ran under adverse conditions. If he

should stand this year he may be hard to

beat. If Achilles be better than Porirua,
or should other three-year-olds in the

stable which shelters the pair be better,

it will be strongly represented by the

younger division. Melwood, who ran well
last year, may take a good deal of beat-

ing. To name three at this stage I would

prefer, taking all chances. St. Michael of

the top w’eights; Glenaladale and Mel-
wood of the other even 7st division of old-

p” horses, and Porirua and Tercelet of

the younger ones that have performed.

® ® ®

T con now supplement my notes on the

New Zealand Cup. and for the purpose of

plement them, and for the purpose of
shewing theestimation in which Mr Hen-
rys holds the various candidates I have
thought it would interest my readers te

furnish a table showing the allotted
weights side by side with theweight each

horse would have to carry were the race

one at weight for age, with sexual and

gelding allowances. Here is the table:—

With so many coming three-year-olds
engaged in the race, and a much larger
nomination than last year, and so many
horses that have shown only moderate
form at best, there need be no surprise to
find such a large proportion of the 65
horses that have been entered In with
such light imposts Stil> we have to re-
member that it is the big handicap race
of the spring—the winter book handicap,
some would term it, since there is more
speculation over the event than on any
other race on the calendar. Naturally
we expect to find the best performers en-
tered and the most promising young
horses as well. The reduction in the
amount that it will cost to run horses
for the race this year has no doubt Influ-
enced the entry greatly, and it must be

allowed that £l5 is a most reasonable
charge upon owners for so rich a stake as
£l5OO. Clubs generally are becoming bet-
ter able to extend liberality to owners,
who largely provide the sinews of war.
By the time the iiext payment is due
some of those engaged are likely to fall
out of the ranks by reason of supposed
unfitness to compete, but it is more than
likely that most of the defections will
come from theranks of the forty odd that
are in with itnposts ranging “from 7st
down. It will be satisfactory to Mr Hen-
rys and the Canterbury jockey Club
should it be found that the top-weighted
division hold their ground. It is presum-
ed by the weight-adjuster that with ths
exception of the top-weight division and
the best known of the coming three-year-
old division, thehorses this year are not
of good class, and the fact that the two
coming four-year-olds, Nonette and Cru-
ciform, are right at the head of the list,
each with 91bs over weight for age. goes
to support such an opinion. A good
three-year-old will beat a good four-year-
old on weight for age terms, and the pre-
sumed two best of our coming three-
year-olds in Achilles and Porirua are.
though weighted at 41bs and lib respec-
tively over their scale allotment, entitled
to be considered favourably placed by
comparison with the two
that have been given pride of place.

Tn my notes penned Immediately after
the appearance of the weights I pointed
out that only one four-year-old colt had
ever been set a stiffer task than Nonette,
and that one was St. Hippo, who had then
t bis credit a New Zealand Cup and an
Auckland Cup, the last-named event hav-
ing been run in 3.3GJ—a record perform-
ance for a three-year-old with 8.9 on his
back. There are few who will doubt Non-
ette’s ability to stay or his great courage,
o»’.d he has the merit of being a sound
colt. It must, however, be a matter of
opinion whether Nonette is as good a colt
as was St.Hippo,though it is quite opssible
that St. Hippo might have won even with
the weight allotted him had he stood a
sound preparation. The odds, neverthe-
less, seem long against the accomplish-ment of such equine feats, judged by the

long experience of years, and one cannot
too strongly emphasise the fact that a

majority of our heavily-assessed four-
yeai-olds do not, for various reasons, see
the post. The weight tells over a long
distance, and a big preparation is requir-
ed to fit horses, of any age, to run from
end to end of a two-mile journey. Auck-
landers are very loyal in their apprecia-
tion of a good horse, and now that Mr J.
T. Ryan, the owner of Nonette, has back-
ed his colt we may expect him to shorten
tn price; indeed, locally he is now first
favourite and is quoted at 10 to 1. while
odds at the rate of one hundred to five,
“bar one,” can be obtained. Prices range
to a hundred to one about some of the
candidates. The short price about Non-
ette 1b the result of local demand. In
the South prices are regulated in the
same way about local candidates, but
there is greater demand for several that
have not yet received support here to any
extent. For instance, some of the local
pencillera have laid their money against
Siege Gun, while others have not found

Hdcp. W.F.A. Difference

Nonet te .... 0 9 9 0 91b over

Cruciform .... ....
9 4 8 9 91b

..

’Tortnlln ....
93 9 1 21b

..

St. Michael........ R 18 9 2 31b under
Henown .... 8 11 9 5 81b
Pampero .... 8 3 9 5 161b

,,

Dundas .... 7 13 9 3 181b
„

Beddington ...
7 12 9 2 181b „

Cannle Chlei . .... 711 9 5 221b „

■Halberdier .... ....
7 11 9 3 201b

„

Ideal ....
7 10 9 1 19Tb

,,

Oetlak .... 7 10 9 3 211b ..

Achilles ....
7 W V ■

Biege (Jun .... 7 9 9 0 191b under
Can t oen .... 7 9 9 0 191b

.,

Melwood .... 7 7 9 5 261b
Porirua 7 7 7 6

Glenaladale .. 7 4 9 2 261b under

Motor 7 0 9 5 331b

Golden Vein 7 0 7 « 41b
Northumberland.. 7 0 7 • 61b

Ghoorka 6 13 7 « 71b
Vladimir 6 13 7 8 71b

Imperator 6 13 7 8 41b

Grey Seaton « 13 7 6 71b

Welbeck 6 18 7 6 71b

Kelburn € 13 7 « 71b
La Valette « 12 7 6 81b

Calibre 6 11 9 0 811b

Lady Lilian 6 11 9 0 811b

Fakir i 10 • 2 341b

Menura 6 10 8 9 271b
Terrapin 6 10 9 5 371b

Bowman 6 10 9 2 341b

Exmoor 6 10 7 3 71b
Kahuwai • 6 9 9 0 331b
Oingo 6 9 9 3 361b

Gladisla 6 9 7 1 61b
Sensation 6 9 7 8 111b
Tercelet 6 9 7 6 Ulb
Grand Rapids.... 6 9 7 3 81b

Triumph 6 8 9 6 401b
Klwa 6 8 8 11 311b
Sirius 6 8 9 2 36!b
Tradewind 6 8 8 11 311b
Convoy 6 8 9 3 37lb
Kelpy 6 8 9 2 36ib
Magnificent 6 7 9 8 381b
Huku 6 7 9 8 381b

Leg-ion of Honor 6 7 9 6 411b
Sparkbrook 6 7 9 37ib
Laureate 6 7 9 0 351b

Clanburn 6 7 9 2 371b
Comfort 6 7 8 11 321b

Ontario 6 7 8 11 321b

Sarchedon 6 7 7 6 131b

Lombardo 6 7 7 6 131b

Waipawa 6 7 7 6 131b
Ringman 6 7 i 3 101b

Secret Society.... 6 7 3 101b

Punamu 6 7 7 1 81b

La Vaiiere.; 6 7 7 1 81b
Stepdancer 6 7 7 1 31b
Jyolah 6 < 7 1 81b

Ora 6 7 1 81b

Romany Queen... t> 7 1 81b
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supporters of that colt, who now appears

to be less fancied than Cruciform. This

filly, if trained for the race, may com-

mand a stronger following than just now,

but It should be time enough to back one

of her sex and age when It Is known that

she is likely to be asked what at this

stage appears a task that It Is extremely

improbable she may be set to fulfil—a

task that it almost Invariably takes a

good one on the day to get through.

Were the race run in the autumn I should

hesitate before passing this filly by. for
I am sure she will stay a jowney when

well, and I believe her to be the best of
her age and sex we have seen In this col-
ony. Some of the performances of Non-
ette and Cruciform have so recently been

accomplished that there Is no need to re-

fer to them here.

Tortulla is likely to be as good a mare
this season as ever she has been, and she
is staying rather better as she gets older,
I fancy, and the odds are in favour of
her standing a fitting preparation, as she
Is well matured. In the last Cup she was
very favourably handicapped owing to

having run somewhat below her form of
the preceding season. . This year it can

be said that she has her full portion,

though 61bs is a liberal allowance for
Nonette to make her. having regard to
their ages. In St. Michael we have a

coming five-year-old gelding who at this
time last year was practically an un-
known quantity, and assuming that he
keeps sound there is every reason to ex-
pect that he will this year be a better

horse than he was last. His legs are na-
turally weak in appearance, but they
may stand him, and It Is asking a lot of

Nonette to concede him lOlbs, the same
allowance that he failed to turn to ac-
count In the Auckland Cup at a lower
scale of weights. I should say that the

increase of weights will not be to the
disadvantage of the St. Leger gelding,
who,however, is allowed to improve much
less than the three-year-old. Renown, as
I have pointed out. is really well treated
when his two and three year old per-

_

formances are carefully weighed, but it
is a question whether be will stand. If I
were sure of this I would like his chance
greatly. I don’t think Pampero will stay,
and he has got more than I would care
to trust him with. Dundas is In his right
place through the top weight. Bedding-
ton comes off well by comparison writfi
some of the performers, and seeing that
he Is supposed to Improve Bibs, Nonette
has been asked to make him a most lib-
eral concession In 281bs; and I think Bed-
dlrigton, on form, was entitled to give
Cannie Chlel more than 11b. The last-
named seems a hard horse to train, how-

ever. and may not be got fit for so long
a journey.

Halberdier Is a much better gelding
than many have sunposed, and If he were
thoroughly sound there are none that I
would sooner take to represent me. It is
very questionable, I should think, whe-
ther he will stand a solid preparation,
however, and though well treated. Ideal
seems to have lost al] form, and an that
account must be discarded. I am afraid
Ostiak may not stav over two miles, but

•
at the same time there is no telling, as it
is generally supposed that he has never
yet been trained to race over a distance.
If Achilles should prove the best of his
year, he ought to be equal to beating the
four year olds at te thop of the handi-
cap list, but there is a doubt wbe-

• ther this colt will be quite over his
troubles of a short time ago. Siege Gun
has more than I had expected Mr Henrys
would give him. even through the top
weights of the same age. A four-year-
old colt that has only started once and
been beaten when probably not ready,
comes off badly when treated to 121bs
more than a five-year-old gelding that
has won at each time of asking, and la
probably equally as well bred. I refer
to Kelpy. Triumph, an unknown slx-

• year-old, full brother to Renown, got In
with 6.8. or within jib of the minimum,
the same as coming three-year-old fillies
that have not started. Should there not
have been some distinction'’ A full bro-
ker to Renown, he has got less than
would have been given to a three-year-
old full brother had there been one. I
fancy Mr Henrys must have taken Tri-
umph for a gelding three-year-old. Can-

teen may not like a long course. He has
plenty of room to improve, and through
the top weight could not have been ex-
pected to get less. T ]ke the look of
Mellwood with 51bs more than he had
last year, as he Is allowed to improve
Bibs, and he ran well then. Sirius has got
off well by comparison, and if he can be

got to the post as well as he was then,
*

must have an outside chance with a re-
solute rider at 6.8. Glenaladale has. next
to Renown and Triumph, got off lighter
than any other accaiwing to my esti-
mate of the Great AutumnHandicap win-

ner, who is really my first fancy for the
race. A cracked heel militated against
his winding up last year, but in the au-
tumn he asserted himself, and he should
be hard to beat this year under his pre-
sent impost. I have not seen all the
coming three-year-olds race, but as far
as I can judge o_ their form and pro-
babilities, I should take Porirua and

Tercelet of those I have seen perform.
Some of the horses from the hack ranks,
and possib-y some of the coming three
year-olds unknown at present to fame,
may develop into Cup form Fair Lillian
and Kahuwai are a pair that are in well.
I may later on hive something to say
about the young horses engaged. It is

from their ranks that danger may come,
but to select a dozen at this stage I
would take Glenaladale, Porirua, St.
Michael, Mellwood, Lady Lillian, Terce-
]et, Kelpy, Tortulla, Cruciform, Golden
yein, Kahuwai and Sirius, with a prefer-
ence for the firs) four mentioned.

TURF TALK FROM THE

SOUTH.

(By Telegraph.—Special to •‘Graphic.”)

CHRISTCHURCH, Saturday.
The arrangements to re-open Forbury

Park are practically completed, and in all

probability a club called the Forbury Park
Racing Club will be racing there during the
coming season. It is said that there will
be no difficulty with regard to totallsator

permits. The Hon. 11. Gourley, M.L.C., is

likely to be a prominent figure in the new
institution.

Flngall, the paralysed colt by Projectile,
who, I told you recently, had been given
by Mr Brett to a Wingatul resident, who
Imagined that he could cure the sufferer,
is still in his old quarters at McGinness’.
Apparently the Wingatul man has thought
better of his determination to try his hand

on the colt.

The N.Z. Cup candidate Lady Lillian has
been turned out for a short spell at Ash-
btirton. The daughter of Lady Zetland pro-
mises to be a good rough outsider for the
Cup.

Flngall, the paralysed colt by Projectile,
who, I told you recently, had been given
by Mr Brett to a Wingatul resident, who
Imagined that he could cure the sufferer,
is still in his old quarters at McGinneas’.
Apparently the Wingatul man has thought
better of his determination to try his hand

on the colt.

Hovas, the mare by Neckersgat from
Tyropean, imported from Australia by Mr
J. B. Reid, a few weeks ago, has been sent
down to Elderslie on a visit to Stepniak.

The Programmee Committee of the Can-
terbury J.C. has at last been persuaded to
abolish the Shorts, a furlong selling flutter,
with which it persisted for many years in
disfiguring the programme for N.Z. Cup
Day, and has substituted a Sapling Stakes,
a race for two-year-olds who do not remain
In the Welcome Stakes after November sth.
It has made another move in reinstating
the distance for the Canterbury Cup at 2 >4
miles, and it has renamed the Farewell Han-
dicap the Fendalton Handicap, and increas-
ed the stakes to 250sovs. The prizes for
the Spring Hurdle Race and Maiden Plate
have been reduced by £5O each, which con-
cludes the list of major alterations to the
programme for the Spring Meeting. In the
programme for the Summer Meeting the
Midsummer Handicap and St. Alban s Han-
dicap have ben reduced by £5O each, and
the Lyttelton Plate and Flying Handicap
£lO each. The Champion Plate has been
eliminated, and a handicap for two and
three year old fillies of £l5O substituted.
This race will be run on the first day, the
Middle Park Plate taking the place of ths
Champion Plate on the second day. The
Belfast Welter is seven furlongs instead of
six. In the programme for the Autumn
Meeting the distance for the Kilkare Hurdle
Race has been increased to two miles, and
that of the Malden Plate to one mile, £lO
being added to the latter stake. The Great
Easter and Great Autumn Handicaps will
be £750 each, as against £lOOO and £5OO
respectively last season; and the Autumn
Nursery Handicap stake has been reduced
by £5O. The reduction of acceptance fees,
based on last year’s figures, would leave a
loss of £453, but the committee hope that
the lower fees will result in a larger num-
ber of acceptors. The gross increase In

stakes will be £415, which, added to the
reduction in fees, totals £B6B. The com-
mittee expresses regret that the hurdle
races are not better supported, especially
those at the Autumn Meeting, and added in

Its report that It is a matter for further
consideration whether these races should
not be struck outof the autumn programme.

CHRISTCHURCH, Tuesday.

Although the weather has been bright
and fine during the last three or four

days, the lot of the Riccarton trainers
is still far from a happy one. Heavy
frosts, following one anotherwith mono-
tonous persistency, have got into the
tracks, and mangled them to such an ex-
tent that trainers have been positively
afraid to give their charges fast work.

About the only exception is G. Aynsley,
who sent Huku for a schooling gallop
on Thursday. The son of Vanguard
was accompanied by Pipi, but the latter

fell at the first fence, and his companion
was obliged to finish his journey alone.

Hukp got through his task safely, but
fenced rather slowly, a fault which his

trainer attributes to the want of a strong
pace and a companion.

At one time it appeared as if Aynsl*y
had accepted a hopeless task in trying
to convertSkobeloff into a lumper. Late-
ly, however, the son of Stepniak has been

taking kindly to his lessons, and on Sat-
urday, with Bugle Call as a companion,
he jumped a few flights of hurdles in
most creditable style.

While at the meet of the hounds on

Tuesday. J.P.. by Apremont from the old

steeplechase mare Justice, fed and broke

his neck.

Cutts’ horses. Cannie Chiel, Aherlow.

Cyclas. and Parva, have recommenced

work.

Pallas and Wepner are also on the ac-

tive list again.

The latest arrival at Riccarton is the

Auckland-bred mare Regulation, by Re-

gal from May. who has put in an appear-

ance from the West Coast of the South

Island.

Nonette continues to be supported for

the New Zealand Cup, and is now quoted
at the ridiculous price of 9 to 1.

Messrs Barnett and Grant report the

following business on
the New Zealand

Cup: 1500 to 10 against Nonette. 1200 to 14

Sarchedon, 1000 to 10 Waipawa, 700• to 20

Kelpy, 600 to 37 Melwood, 600 to 20 Sirius.

500 to 32 Cruciform, 500 to 12 St. Michael,

400 to 12 Motor. 400 to 20 Welbeck. 400 to

18 Ghoorka. They also report the follow-

ing business on the Grand National meet-

ing, Grand National Steeplechase and

Hurdle Race: 500 to 7 The Guard and

Strathnalm, 500 to 5 Lochade and Tree-

ham. 500 to 5 Cannongate and Cannon-

rate 400 to 4 EveningWonder and Smithy,

300 to 8 Gobo anl Dundas, 200 to S Gobo

and Kahuwai, 200 to 2 The Guard and

Reliance. K 0 to 1 Cgenongate and Mare,
200 to 2 Cava Hero and Mars. MO to 1 Gobo
and Skobeloff. Winter Cup and Grand
National Steeplechase: 500 to 74 againstMuscovite and Gobo, 200 to 2 Siege Gun
and The Guard.

cS?,L,eDtr‘? Ust week for theCanterbury J.C. Grand National meeting
compare most favourably with the

nom-
inations received for the correspending
events last year. They total 217 as
aKalnst 176 received In 1901. The Grand
National Steeplechase shows an increase
of 91. the Grand National Hurdle Race an
Increase of 16. The Sydenham Hurdle
Race an increase of 18. and the Winter
Cup an Increase of one. The decreases
are in the Beaufort Steeplechase, in
which there is a falling off of one. and in
the Lincoln Steeplechase, in which the

reduction is two.

The Canterbury u.C. has shifted into Its
new offices in Hereford-streot.

The spring meeting of the South Can-
terbury J.C. will be held on September 3

and 4. Mr Henrys will make the handi-
caps.

The death is announced of the stallion

Mellboeus, the doubtfully-bred son of
Ben Battle or Arbitrator from Hasty
Girl. Mellboeus was bred in Ireland, and
after racing with a fair amount of suc-
cess In the country of his birth and Eng-
land. and winning a quern’s premium, was
purchased for export to this colony, by
Messrs Teschmaker and Campbell. He
did little good at the stud.

The Christchurch Hunt Club announce

that it will hold a race meeting at

Plumpton Park on July 26.

The Dunedin Jockey club ha_s closed

the season with a credit balance of £7OO.
There is to be no opposition to the mem-

bers of the present committee.

As I predicted in my last letter, the
Dunedin Jockey Club, as Metropolitan
Club of the district, has offered no oppo-
sition to the claim of the newly-formed

Forbury Park Racing Club for a permit;

it has merely forwarded the application
without comment to the Colonial Secre-

tary.

The enrolment of members has been

held over pending the Minister’s answer,

but it is anticipated between 300 and 400

will join.

Hankins, the Dunedin trainer, has An-

ally decided to try his luck In South Af-

rica.

® ® ®

THE WELLINGTON PARK FOALS

<By Whalebone.

Last week I took a run out to Welling-

ton Park to have a look at the young

thoroughbred® to be offered at the 17th

annual sale In January next, or six

months hence. The afternoon was fine,

andI could have wished to see the young-

Bters in their paddocks, but they had all

been brought in and were therefore In-

spected in their boxes,and takenall round

are a very fine, well-grown lot. No time

was lost In lopklng them over. The first

to come under notice was a brown filly

by St. Leger, the last of that horse's

foals at the Park, and the first-born of

the imported mare Simonlas, by Simon-

ian, son of St. Simon, her dam Boyne, by
Doncaster. This filly is unmistakably one

that would be taken for a descendant of

the defunct champion, a snip on the nose

and a star setting off her rather plain
head. The breeding of this young lady
Is worth perusing, seeing that she is by

a son of Doncaster from a granddaughter
of the same sire, with the blood of St.
Simon thrown In. A good, hardy sort she

should receive the attention of racing

men and breeders when she goes to the
hammer. The filly In thenext box, a me-

dium-_slzed bay by Boult (imported) from

Problem, by St. Hippo from Ellerslie, by

Trenton from a sister to Lord Granville,

by a double Champion winner.Flrst King,

claims relationship to the first filly re-

ferred to on both sides, being full of

Stockwell blood. This filly has a regular

Soult head and much of the character of

that sire’s gets. A lengthy brown filly by

Hotchkiss from St. Mary, therefore full
sister to Kissmary, promises to develop

Into a commanding mare. St. Mary Is by

St. Leger, and traces back to that good

mare Waimea. Kissmary could gallop

fast, and the Castor s.<U from St. Mary

sold last year snould make a useful horse.

Next came a strong-made bay filly by the

St Simon horse Phoebus Apollo from the

young mare Lady Tingara, by Hotchkiss

from the Leollnus mare Lyrelinus. The

filly under notice has no white. She

take*’ after the Muskets in some respects,

and looks likely to make a galloper. The

b-iy filly bv Phoebus Apollo from Re-

oroach, by the Yattendon horse Fitzher-

cules. is at once one of themost compact

and most muscular sorts 1 have seen at

the same age- very thick-set Indeed. She

win be of medium height. A big. lengthy

hav flllv by Hotchkiss from Sunningdaie
(imported) gives promise of developing

into a serviceable mare, and

likely prove better than any of the wln-

ners

y
this daughter of Hampton has yet

"eft The fillies by Hotchkiss have plenty

of size as a rule. but the chestnutJaugh-
r d^^Mre. 1 St°r;Bger,

X
have a double cross of Musket as 8

Sam, Brown Alice, was got by Norden-

feldt The bay filly by Freedom, the last

of thebatch of eight from Ladybird, dam

of Lottie and Royal Conqueror, has a

smnrtlsh appearance, and takes after her

sire, who was got by imported Captiva-

tor from Maid of Honor Mr Morris ue»>
ally has a lot mure fillies to sell. The
year, however, he has more than double
as many colts as fiUlea. the numbers be-
in* eight Allies and nineteen colts. Th<
first of these to be shown was a well-
grown bay colt by Castor from Trenton’g
full sister, Cissy, therefore full brother
to Altair. Circe, Helen Fauclt, and Day-
star, the latter of whom he resembles te

a hair. He Is, in tact, the dead spit—to
use a common expression—of his elder
brothers but looks likely to have just a

bit more driving power. Daystar. Altair,
and Circe have proved good stayers,while
Janet, a full sister. Is one of the most
promising mares at the stud. Another

likely-looking colt, by defunct Castor, Is

Bungle’s brown full brother to Casket.
This chap throws back to Musket. He is
of medium size, has a prominent eye, and
Is altogether an engaging colt. A parti-
cularly tine brown colt by Hotchkiss from
my old favourite, the speedy Castor mare
Aimllla, will command attention when
he goes into the sale ring. Armllla pro-
mises to make a great stud matron. She
was undoubtedly a good performer her-
self.
A bey colt, by Hotchkiss, from the Cas-

tor—Edith Cureton mare Frailty, a bro-
ther to her first foal, purchased at tue
last sale by Mr G. Wright, Is a lengthy
racy sort, from which good things may be
expected, and another strapping fine colt
Is the full-brother to Battleaxe, a bay-
wlth a bold look-out and carriage. The
same sire Hotchkiss is also represented
by a chestnut colt, full-brother to San
Patricia and Evelyn Wood; but while he
will be bigger than the first-named, he
will not grow to such proportions as Eve.
lyn Wood. In conformation he takes
after the filly purchased by Mr J. T.
Moore last year. With the exception of
Forma, all Formo’s progeny have been
dark bays or browns, until last year,
when she produced a chestnut colt to
Hotchkiss, to which sire she has been
bred continuously for eight years, since
foaling Forme to Nordenfeldt. Formo 1«
herself a chestnut, and the well-grown
colt that will figure this year In the cata-
logue has plenty of good points to recom-
mend him. He has size and substance,
plenty of power, and stands well on his
legs, and seems of the same placid dis-
position as Multiform and Formula. To
St. Leger Lady Emily, the Castor—Hady
Wellington mare, produced a more than
useful colt In Nobility, a Wanganui Cup
winner. Her brown colt, by Hotchkiss,has a white face. Is of medium size, and
Is of shapely proportions. At the sale
last January Mr E. J. Watt purchased a
well-grown chestnut colt from Crescent
by Hptehklss. This year the same par-
ents are represented by a lengthy, fine

colt, while Hotchkiss has three more sons
that are likely to make Into serviceable
horses, one from the Hippocampus—Cres-
sina niart>. Crecy, another from the Tas-
man—.Mantilla mare Mantle that take*
after the Tasmans most, perhaps, being a
racy brown, and a rough, powerful sort
from Lady Gertrude, dam of Euroclydon
Who has probably met a right mate inMr Morrln s big Musket sire, who it will
be seen, claims ten of the nineteen colts
There is no mistaking the gets of Phoe-
bus Apollo. The bay colt from Eve is a
sturdy sort, and his brown, nearly black
son from Culralba Is a fine stamp being
of fair size and showing plenty of power
Aida, dam of Impulse and Uhlan, doss
not leave big horses, but her bay colt bv
the St. Simon horse is lengthy, and has
a racy appearance, and the bay colt bythe same sire from Lady Wellington Is a
substantially-made, well-developed colt
with two white hind feet, and his bay
son from the young c_stor mare Chryso-
lite does not look at all an unlikely one.
St. Paul s son. from Coalscuttle, has that
horse s head and eye and col-
°H r’ ' R a strong - made one
—indeed, there Is plenty of strength and
size about all the colts with the excep-
tion of St. Elyn’s son by Cyrenlan, who

a very late foal, and backward In con-
dition, though he will have plenty of qua-
lity and may In time develop Into useful-
ness. It is seldom that foals Have such
a bad season as this crop have experi-
enced. They are. nevertheless, in fine
winter condition, and In good heart, and
Mr Morrln is to be congratulated In hav-
ing such a fine collection, the more es-
pecially as there are Bo many colts of
such promise this year. Last year the
number of eaca was about equal. It Is,
of course, early to try and select future
winners—one likes to see them doing their

gallops in the paddocks. The Phoebus
Apollos are said to be fine movers, and
their general appearance Is such that Mr

Morrln Is justified In extending this
horse's opportunities as he has done.
The defunct Castor la not only represent-
ed by two fin®, colts, but the progeny of

several of his daughters to HotchkisF’
take a lot of beating. Hotchkiss has.
Indeed, a most creditable representation,

probably the best au-round contribution
ha has given to the stud In one season.

® ® ®

NAPIER PARK RACING CLUB'S
WINTER MEETING.

FIRST DAY.

Hack Hurdles of SOsovs; 1J mile.—Relle

ance,lo.o,l; Master Model. 9.0. 2; Ogle,B. All
started. Won by half a dozen lengths.
Pearl Shot and Vathek fell. Time, 3.84
4-ss. Dividends. £2 3/ and £2 13/. ,

Stewards’ Stakes Handicap of lOOsovs.—■
Wlll-o'-the-Wlsp. 10.7, 1; Dexterity. 10.8,
2; Ideal, 11.0, 8. Scratched: Materoa and
Inspan. Won by three lengths. Time,
2.20 3-ss. Dividends. £3 18/ and £1 18/.

Steeplechase of SOOsovs; 3 miles.-Scally-
wag, 11.2, 1; Cronje, 9.9, 2; K Jam. 9.7, 8.
All started.

”

All ran off except Scallywag and Cronjg
and the latter fell twice. Tlnw 7.4 3-8.
Dividends—£2 11/ and £9 2/.

Ladles’ Bracelet of eosovs. One mil*

and a-quarter.—Mrs J. D. Ormond's Kelpy,
12.10 (Mr Ormond, Jun.). 1; Aroha, 10.12.

2: Crown Prince. 10.9, 8. Also started'
Miirallo. Borax. Shackle. Placid Joe. AN
ter a good race Kelpy beat Aroha by g
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Time, 2«-6 3-5- Dividends. £1 3/
and £2 •/.

Hunters' Handicap Steeplechase of
®»)sovs. About two miles —Mr P. Woot-

en’s Jack-o'-Lantern. 11.12 (Mr A. Mit-
•heU). 1; Peter Osbeck. 11.12, 2; Chan?e,

U.3. 3 Also started: Clovis, Hokowhltu.
Garnet. Jack-o’-Lantem won in a close
struggle by nearly a length. Time, 4.54.
Dividends. £1 If and £1 11..

Handicap Hurdles of lOOsovs. one

mile and a-ha’f.—Mr James Beckett's Ru-
fus. 10.7 (McGregor). 1: The Hempte, 11.12.
2; Tukurangl. 9.7. 3. Alsu, started: Sab-
reur, Tirea, Missfire, Sylvanus. Wilson,
Ogle. Sabreur, Wilson and Sylvanus foil.

Rufus won comfortably by three lengths
from The Hempie. Time. 3.2 S 2-5. Divi-
dends. £2 8/ and £1 6.C

Settlers’ Hack Handicap of staovs. Six

furlongs.—Mr C. Gordons Ballistite. P.O
tMcLauchlan). 1; Taniwha, 9.7, 2; Defoe,
10.0, 3: Also startea: Terror, Katrtona.
Armadillo Valiant. Rain. Hawane. French
Maid. Inamorata. Ballistite won by a

length. Dividends, £122 4/ and £4 12/.

, SECOND DAT.

•Slack Handicap Hurdle Race of soaovs.
11 mile.—Pearl Shot. 9.11. 1; Ogle. 10.0. 2;
Rocket. 9.4, X Ail started. Won easily
toy half a dozen lengths. Time. 3.6. Divi-

dend. £5.

The Park Steeple of 150sovs. two miles
and a half.—The Phantom. 10.3, 1; Scally-
wag, 12.5, 2; Great Scott. 9.12. 3. Scratched:
Cronje and Rufus. A fine race. Won by
three lengths. Time, 5.45? 2-5. Dividends:
£4 1/ and 17..

Winter Oats Handicap of SOsovs, seven

furlongs.—Dare Devil, 9.2, J; Inspan, 9.6,

2; Dexterity, 10.11. X All started.
Won by a good length. Time 1.34 2-5.

Dividends—£ll 15/ and £1 11.

Second Handicap Hurdles of lOOsovs; 2

miles.—Mr L. Cottle’s Mxssfire, 9.0 (Rollo),

1; Tirea, 11.0 (.Gallagher), 2; Rufus. 11.4. 3.

Also started: Sabreur, Reliance. Reliance

fell at the second fence. Tirea led from

the fall of the flag right up to the last

hurdle, where Missflre, who had been run-

ning second, came away and won by two

lengths. Time, 4m 10 4-ss. Dividend,
£l2 10/.

Hunters' Handicap Hurdles of 50sovs;

12 mile.—Mr F. Rhodes’ The Gryphon. 11.0

(Mr Harley), 1; Peter Osbeck. 11.12. 2;
Garnet, 11.0, X Also started: Clovis and

Nectar. Clovis fell. The Gryphon and
Peter Osbeck were in front all the way.

but the former had too much pace and

wen easily by three lengths. Time, 3m

44 3-ss. Dividend. £3 3/.
Farewell Steeplechase of SOsovs; 22

miles.—Mr G. P. Donnelly’s Awahuri, 9.7
(Naylor). 1: Sir Athol, 9.7. and Lochade,
11.3, dead heat. Also started: The Phan-
tom, Waitio. Cronje. Tukurangl,Sylvanus.
The Phantom ran off when leading. Syl-
vanus fell, and Waitio baulked. Awahuri
l;eld a good place throughout, and won by
two lengths. Sir Athol and Lochade rim-

ing a dead heat for second place. Time,
Fm 3 3-ss. Dividends: Awahuri. £ll 9/;
Sir Athol. £1 10/; Locnade, 13 .

Newstead Hack Handicap of sCsovs: 7
furlongs.—Hon. J. D. Ormond’s Andree.
9.2 (Moran). 1: Culcita. 9.12. 2: Aroha, 9.10,
3. Also starred: Ballistite, Taniwha. De-

foe, Katriona, Armadillo. Rain. Crown
Prince. Muskctoon, Hawini, Hellespont.
Inamorata. Aroha carried on the run-
ning until the. straight was reached, when
Andree and Culcita came through, and a
fine finish ended in Andree’s favour by
half a length from Culcita, who was the
same distance in front of Aroha. Time.
Im 33 4-ss. Dividends, £4 8/ and £1 14/.

® ® ©

VICTORIA RACING CLUBS GRAND

NATIONAL MEETING.

THE GRAND NATIONAL HURDLE
RACE, a handicap sweepstakes of 15sov-~
tach, with lOOOsovs added; the owner of
the second horse to receive 200«ovs and

the- owner of the third IGOsovs out of

the stake. Three miles.

Mr A. Miller s ch g Rawdon. aged, by
Rival—Lady Consort. 9.7 (Mooney».... 1

Colonel Shilinski. 10.13 (Sutherland).... -

Nansen, 10.6 (P. Co>grove) 3

Also ran: Battleaxe (Johnson\ Califor-

nia (Tanalin), Loch Fad’(Allan), Regalia
IL (P. Regan). R?sdona (Curtin). Wol-

longong (Want). Coat of Arms (Mr G. L.

Cox) Shoddy (Powell). Holkar (D. Alien),
Tib (Kennedy), Conquest (P. Morrison).
Isl

3 (C. F. Barry), Alsop (Mclntosh), Pa-
thos (McColl), Foam (Faunt).
Betting: 6 to 1 against Wooliongong, S

to 1 Battleaxe. California and Colonel
Shilinski. 10 to 1 Rawdon.

California and Battleaxe made the run-

ning for a mile, when VVoollongong join-
ed in the Issue. At a mile
and a - half California went to
the front, Wooliongong. Tib. Battleaxe,
and Pathos following. At the stand Ca-

lifornia. Pathos and Battieaxe were to-
gether, and-the same order was main-
tained a

r 10 furlongs. At tae mile po<t
Pathos drew out and led th»« field, with
Colonel Shilinski. Rawdon ano Alsop dan-
gerous. At the turn Pathos was done,
and Colonel Shi’tn«kl tonk command. He
was joined at the distance by Rawdon.
who challenged, and a great finish end*d
In a victory for Rawdon by a head; four
lengths between second and thlrn Con-
quest was fourth. Battleaxe finished last
but one. Time, 5.4 S ia record for the
race).

k © ® ®

L WELLINGTON RACING CLUB’S
WINTER MEETING.

Wellington Steeplechase H uidicap,
about three miles—The Guard 12.13,
Molfa 12.7. Plain Bill 11.3. Gobo 11 3. Wha-

ngaroa 10.11. Evening Wonder 10.9. Ix>ch-
ade ]0.5. Frost 10.5. Straybird 10.3. Rufus

10.2. Waitio 10.2. Great Scott 9.12. Derring-
cotte 9.12, Kahuwai 9.12. Right Metal 9.11,
Plpl 9.11. Cronje 9.10, Awahuri 9.7. K Jam
117. Shy lock 9.7. Sudor 9.7, Madman 9.7.

Malden Hurdle Handicap. 1J mile.—
Dundas 12.5. Tauhel 11.10, Ruamahun.w
IL3, Reliance 11.0, Mourner 10.10, Chaesedr

W.». Ngapuhi 10.?. Roer 10.7, Mangaler*
10.4. Osborne 10.3. Aide de Camp 10.0.
Medallius 10.0. Lady's Link 10.0. Hyiaa
9.12. Hippawal 9.10. North Star 9.10. Pearl

Shot 9.10. Aitua 9.7. Wilson 9.5, Sophia 9.4.
Clovis 9.0, Tcha 9.0.

Winter Hurdle Handicap, two miles.—
The Guard 13.9. Moi fa 12.2. Dundas 11.7.
Royal Conqueror 11.7. Huku 11.6. The
Hempie 11.6. Walwera 11.6. Hotu 11.0. Gobo

10.11. Ruamabunga 10.9. Reliance 10.7.
Whangaroa 10.7. Rufus 10.6. Tresbam 10.6.
Kahuwai 10.4. Kohunui 10.4. Sabreur 10.4.
Frost 10.4. Bellman ’.0.2. Ngapuhl 10.0,
Great Seott 10.0. Strathnalrn 10.0. Penrose
9.10. Aide de Camp 9.7. North Star 9 5

Smithy 9.5. Dr. Bill 9.3. Medallius 9.3.
Stockade 9.3. Shylock 9.3. Aqulnaldo 9.0,
Pearl Shot 9.0. Sudor 9.0. Wlhon 9.0.

Parliamentary Handicap, one mile and
one furlong.—Ostiak 11.4. Idea! 10.12. Will-
o'-the-Wisp 10.11. Crusoe 10.7, Hotu 107
Materoa 10.6. Kahuwai 10.6. Kelpv 105
Hinetaura 10.0. Loch Erne 9.7, Rubin 9.7,
Oracle 9.6. Hokio 9.4. Platypus 9.0, Clan-
burn 9.0. Zealous 9.0.

Stewards Handicap, seven furlongs —

The Shannon 11.12. Chasseur 11.7. Wili-o"-
the-Wisp 11.7, Windwhistle 11.6 Hotu 11 ”

Fleka 11.2. Kelpy 11.0. Hinetaura 10.15.'
triumph 10.7. Durable 10.6. St. Olga 10.5.
Field Battery 10.4. Terrapin 10.2. En Garde
10.0, Rubin 9.12. Oracle 9.11. Murallo 9 7
Katrtona 9.7. Tttokl 9.7. Ringlet 9.6. Hokio
9.0. Sir Agnes 9.4. Gipsy Jack 9.4. Boko9.4. Platypus 9.4. Bill Perkins 9.0, The Mi! -
ler 9.0. Tyrone 9.0.

Hack and Hunters* Steeplechase—T'-e
£h

«

anJ? m 12’ 13, The Sw‘mnier 11.9. Hutana
11.8. Mangatera 10.7. Tcha 10.5. Peter O’-
beck 9.13. Hokowhltu 9.9 Clovis 9.9. Sir
James 9... Red Shank 9.7Puaha 9.7. Monu-
ment 9... Bansbree 11. 9.7, Cawn Bov 9 7
Pumau 9.7, Cassimer 9.7.

’

J r̂s i Hack Handicap.—Laureate 115Walwhera iO.e, Robin Gray 10 3 ZisntW.2. Waltea -J.O. Lissa 10.0. Armidallo'lL3
Vt ehenga 9.1V. Arona 9.9, Cuici’a 9 9 j.tU*
dicate 9.8. The Guesser 9.8, Haeina •>!
Puritana 9.5. Ctunullus 9.2. Valiant so’
De De 9.0. Dura Duui 9.0. Horeka 9.0 B-tl
hnte 9.0. Waimoe 9.0. Ilinekura on tn-

OuT^O
90’ FrynCh iIiUU 9 °- -"
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1 I’-TORIA RACING CLUB'S SPRING

MEETING.
Mr F. F. Dakin has declared the follow-

ing weights:—

THE MELBOURNE CUP of SOOOsovs.
Two miles.

San Fran ....

Wakeful
Maltster

Hymettiis
....

st

10
10

9
9

lb

10

Midshipman
..

Solana
Devilment ....

Ossian ....—..

st lb
6 12
6 12
6 12
£ i*»

Nonette o
6

6
Sequence 9 4 Point Piper.... 11S/r Leonard

..

Blue Metal
....

Khaki ...

9

9

9 1

13

Merton ’Steeb ‘
Lowland Chief

Seaport

6

6

11

11

Kinglike 8
t» 10

10
Palmer S 13 St. Mars 6 Iv

19
io

Gauleon 8
- •*»

tt-re-

Lucknow
....

Haymaker
....

The Victory ..

Footbolt ......

Aus. Colours..
Australian ....

Felicitous
Umber

8

812

Careless
Ld. Middleton

6
6

S
s

8

8

11
11

8

Bon Voyage...
Fireclay
Private Willis
Carinthia
Hcney Bee
Old Salt

6
6

6

6

6

10

10

10

9

The Idler
.... 8 Gamma fl 9Bonnie Chie! ..

8

United States.

Flagship
Ampier

8 7 Peace
1

/Z’’"” 0

c

9

9

8
Four Wings ..

6

Kyi. Artillery 4 6 9

Patronage .... 8 Kuapsody ....

Maniidre 6

8

8

Kilt S n Headland fi 8

Warrior II 8 0
Mornang 6 8

Horace 8 ft O.-ix<w ood b S

Simile 8 o
XXar Chief .... £ 8

Acetiae 13
-■ elusion

1, 8

( '. • b
||

—

1
° Ballewroogan n £

Fighting Mac..
— Caretaker .... C 8

Brakpan
7

11
Robert Bruce. 6 8

Galtee More..
—■

10 Euston £ 8

Benvolio 7 •»r. Blue Spec .... K X

Debenture ....

-

10 P*-viedior
.... 8

Vanity Fair ..
9 Mistral 8

Man-o’-War ..

Australia

9 Altitude .... 8

83 bwav

The Persian..
Morelie

8 Ardia .... 8

38 Our Queen ....

Feud s 6 9

Cadenas 7 8 Be Off 6

Verne
— — busilette 6

Black Watch.. 7 7 King Lock.... 6
r-

PhiHibeg
•T

7 Hibernian . £

Athamoora ...

Examiner
... 6

Viatori
•»

7 Hatillo .... 6

6

r»

Vino
n

7 Abbotsfield
..

Conrado
r*

£ Gold Letters . 6 rv

Gazelle
-r

ft Ideal ..
Research

w

6 Homeward
Patronus 7 6 Bound 6 *r

Lieut. Bill 7 6 First Thought 6
w

Robato
w Maras p

Dodona
w The Corsican. £ —

Great Scott
rr Oblivion .... £

Loyal 7 5 R’c i:ni 6 7

Abundance
•" Posit i ve n

Maharani .... 7 5 Shot and Shell 6

Street Arab... 4 Royal Oak ....
ft •»

Rcckleigh ....
1 1 XSartan .... ft 7

Air Motor .... 3 Highflyer .. 6

Skein Dhu ....

•» Safeguard
.. 6 «7

Tron bridge ...

Bullion

— o Austrian G
w

<-

3 Admiration 6

6

7
Industrious ... Sojourner
Aurantia n Maelgyn g

r>

Wink o Donald
.... 5

—

Omrah 0 Curfew Bell...

Westbury ....

8

6

7
Hazel Lid ....

0

Magda
Dahomey

0 Grafln 6
0 Betrayer 6

Stillwater ....

**

0 Athfcrde 6
••

Sir Evan 7 0 Ben Hur 6 7
Eleanor 0 Long Tom ....

Chatter
r*

0

Graf twel! 7 0 Vice Admiral.. ft

Silenus 6 12 Ballalll 6
•

Strata Florida 6 12 King Edward. G 7

Turbin 6 12 New Broom ..
6 7

Clifton C 1! Madagascar ..
6 1

Athletic Sports.

FOOTBALL.

The Senior Cup contests were con-

cluded on Saturday. City beat Newton
after a hard tussle by 11 points to 9;
Grafton scrambled home from Ponsonby
by 3 points to nil; and Suburbs defeated

North Shore by 14 points to nil.

City, the winners of the Senior Cup,
have gone through the season without a

defeat, having won seven out of the eight
matches played, and have scored 104

points against their opponents’ 24. The
City team are to be congratulated on

their win, for they undoubtedly possess
one of the finest packs of club forwards
seen in Auckland for a long time—a pack
of real good ami elever workers—a strik-

ing contrast to some of the opposing for-

wards they met. Their backs were not

brilliant., but played a safe game.

TRIAL TEAMS FOR SATURDAY.

The selector of the Auckland represen-
tative teams (Mr F. S. Murray) has cho-
sen the following players to take part In
next Saturday's trial match, in view of
the match against the Thames Union re-
presentatives on the 19th Instant:—

"A” Team: Full-back, Sutherland:
three-quarters. Asher. McPike. Thomp-
son: five-eighths, R. McGregor; half-back.
Kiernan: wing forwards. Doran. Heath;
forwards, G. Tyler. C. Bradv. Nicholson.
Cunningham, Francis. A. Wilson, and
McGregor.

*’B ’ Team: Full-back. D. Pil'enger;
three-quarters. Absolum. McKenzie, and
Stuckey; five-eighth. Gerrard; half-back.
Young; wing forwards, Stevenson, J.

Brady: forwards, Irvine, McCluskie, Bon-

e-la, Graham (country). Eaton. Hancock,
Bakewell.

Emergencies: Pillenger. W. Tyler, Mc-
Coll. Gra* <backs), Harn. Neville. Mac-
Cormic-k, Dunning, Scott, Long.

Glancing over the above teams, it
looks as if the selector is picking some
of the "A ’ team on last season’s form,
for Sutherland, C. Brady, and Rod. Mc-

Gregor have not shown anything like rep.
form this season. In the “B" team it
will l>e noticed that Stuckey, who has
been playing five-eighths, has been picked
as a, threequarter, and Gerrard vice
versa. Roberts and Long, of Newton,
have been badly treated, the latter especi-
aily playing a good game right through
the season.

THAMES FOOTBALL.

THAMES V. KARANGAHAKE.

The return match between the Kara-
ngahake and the Thames representatives
was played at Parawai on Saturday, and

resulted in a win for Thames by 12’points
to 5, after an interesting game. In the
first spell McDuff scored a try for

Thames, which McLean failed to convert.
Klngham scored the second try, which
was not converted. In thesecond spell C.
Hockley scored for Karangahake. and W.

McLean converted. McDuff scored for
Thames and C. McLean kicked a penalty
goal.

PAEROA v. WAITEKAVRL

The first Inter-union match played this
season in Paeroa took place on Satur-
day afternoon between nie Paeroa and

Waltekauri teams, and resulted in a win

for the home team by 9 points to X In
the first spell Paeroa had all the best of
the game, and their backs indulged in
several really nice pas :.g runs, two of
w’hich resulted In tries being obtained.
The first was gained by Dunlop, after the
ball had passed from half way through
the hands of Smith, Fathers, Flynn.
Chamberlain, and then back to Flynn,
and again to Dunlop. The second 'was
gained by Flynn from a smart, dodgy
run, and the third by Flynn after another
capital passing run. In the second spell
Waltekauri warmed up. whilst the Pae-

roa forwards appeared to tire, and about
the middle of the spell, from a line->ut,
Corbett got over. The game ended with
no further score, though Waltekauri were
in difficulties till the end of the gi»mc.
For the winners Flynn played a rattling
game at three-quarters, and Fathers at
five-eighths also showed good form.
Chamberlain played really well, but Man-
ning was greatly off colour. Vaglar, at

full, had absolutely nothing // do. In
the forwards, Dunlop. Rukaila, Si’.cock
and Callaghan were the best. For Wai-

tekauri Wright v as the only back to

display good form, and in the forwards
Brown, aiiller, Jim Gordon and Corbett
were conspicuous. Mr F. Ladner male
an excellent referee.

WAIKATO FOOTBALL.

In the Hamilton Union football matches
Suburbs Senior defeated City by 16 to 0,
and Suburbs Junior defeatedCity by 11 to

0. The rep. match Plako v. Waipa. at Te
Awamutu, was won by Waipa by 12 to 0.

SOUTHERN CHAMPIONSHIP

MATCHES.

WELLINGTON.

On Satugoay Melroae played a fine game
against Poneke. and won by 19 polnls to

nil. They are now second for the cham-

pionship. Wellington, who lead for the

championship, beat Oriental by 13 points
to nil. Old Boys beat Athletic by 1®
points to nil.

CHRISTCHURCH.

The second trial match to-day resulted
in another surprise, which was even

greater than that last week. The “A"

team opened out well, scoring two tries,
bat the "B's” then ran over them, run-

ning up 28 points to 6. Weston played a

great game at half for the “B's," and

M. Wood showed fine form for the "A’s."

Regarding the forwards, the changes
made were beneficial, as the men shifted
from the "A” pack to the “B" pack prov-
ed great workers. Harper and Rice, the

two finest three-quarters in the province,
cannot go round the North Island with

the representative team, but wiii be avail-
able against Otago and Southland, and
probably against Wellington. Their ab-
sence will greatly weaken the Canterbury
back division.

DUNEDIN.

In the senior football matches on Satur-
day afternoon Aihambra (15) beat Pirates

(nil). Kaikorai (8) beat University (nil),
Dunedin (3) beat Zingari (nil). Union (8)
beat Southern (3).

CRICKET.

THE AUSTRALIANS IN ENGLAND.

THIRD TEST MATCH.

ENGLAND.

A. C. Maclaren (Lancashire), cap-
tain.

F. S. Jacksen (Yorkshire).
G. L. Jessop (Gloucestershire).
J. T. Tyldesley (Lancashire).
C. B. Fry (Sussex).
R. Abel (Surrey).
A. Lilley (Warwickshire).
W. Rhodes (Yorkshire).
C. TL Hirst (Yorkshire).
L. Brannd (Somersetshire).
S. Barnes (Lancashire).

AUSTRALIA.
J. Darling- (South Australia), cap-

tain.

C. Hill (South Australia).
Y. Trumpet (New South Wales).
S. E. Gregory (New South Wales).
M. A. Noble (New South Wales).
A. J. Hopkins (New South Wales).
H. Trumble (Victoria).
Armstrong (Victoria).
R. A. Duff (New South Wales).
J. J. Kelly (New South Wales).
Saunders (Victoria).

AUSTRALIANS.—First Innnings. '

Trumper, b Braund I

Duff, e Lilley, b Barnes 25

Hill, c Rhodes, b Barnes 18

Darling, c Braund, b Barnes 0

Gregory, c Abel, b Barnes II

Noble, c Braund, b Rhodes 47

Hopkins, c Braund, b Barnes 27.

Armstrong, c and b Braund 2-5

Kelly, b Barnes 1

Trumble, c and b Jackson 32
Saunders, not out 0

Sundries 7

Total 194

BOWLING ANALYSIS.

Hirst took no wickets for 59.

Braund 2 for 34.

Barnes 6 for 40.

Jackson 1 for 11.

Rhodes 1 for 33.

ENGLAND.—First Innings.

Maclaren, b Noble 31

Abel, b Noble 38

Tlydesley, c Armstrong, b N0b1e..22
Jackson, c Gregory, b Saunders. 3

Fry, st Kelly, b Saunders 1

Braund. st Kelly, b Saunders C

Lilley, b Noble 8

Hirst, c Trumble, b Saunders 8

Jessop, c Saunders, b Noble 12

Rhodes, not out 7

Barnes, c Darling, b Saunders 7

Sundries 8

Total 145

BOWLING ANALYSIS.

Saunders took five for 50.

Noble, five for 51.
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AUSTRALIANS.—Second Innings.
‘Duff, e Hirst, b Rhodes 1

'Erumper, c Lilley, b Jackson.... 62

Hill, e Maclaren, b Jackson 119

Darling, c Braund, b Barnes.... 0

gregory, run out 29

Jfoble, b Jackson « 8

Armstrong, b Rhodes 26

Hopkins, not out 40

Kelly, c Hirst, b Rhodes 0

Trumble, b Rhodes 0

Saunders, b Rhodes 1

Extras 3

Total 289

Bowling analysis: Rhodes took five
wickets for 63; Jackson, three for 60;
Barnes, one for 50; Hirst, none for

40; Braund, none for 58; Jessop, none

for 15.

ALL ENGLAND.—Second Innings.
Abel, c Hill, b Noble 8

Jessop, lbw, b Trumble 55

Tyldesley, b Trumble. 14

Maclaren, c Trumper, b Noble. 63

Fry, lbw, b Trumble 4

Jackson, b Noble 14

Lilley, b Noble 9

Braund, c Armstrong, b N0b1e.... 9

Hirst, b N0b1e..... 0

Rhodes, not out 7

Barnes, b Trumble 5

Extras 17

Total 195

Bowling analysis: Noble took six

wickets for 52; Saunders, none for
68; Trumper, none for 19; Trumble,
four for 49.

The first two test matches were

not finished within the three days’
limit. The first commenced at Birm-
ingham on May 29. was drawn,'great-
ly Tn favour of the Englishmen, who,
however, had much the best of the

wicket. The second, commenced at

Lord’s on June 12. was abandoned

through rain after the Englishmen
had lost two wickets for 102 runs.

News of the Week.

CABLE ITEMS.

King Victor Emmanuel visits Lon-
don and Constantinople in 1903.

The number of efficient volunteers
in Great Britain last year was 381,000.

Mr Reitz, the Boer ex - Minister,
settles in Sumatra.

The plague has broken out at Con-

stantinople.

The new Licensing Bill has been

read a third time.in the House of

Commons.

In the University cricket match

Cambridge beat Oxford by fire wick-
ets.

The directors of the Agency Land
and Finance Company, of Australia,
propose to liquidate.

The Customs revenue of Canada for

the fiscal year amounted to 32,500.000
dollars. *

The Papal envoy has presented Sir

E. Barton with a gold medal on be-

half of the Pope.

There were two thousand guests at
the Crystal Palace ball given in aid

of the King's Hospital Fund.

Fifteen thousand people at Capetown
have signed, a petition in favour of the

suspension of the Constitution.

The deficit in Germany’s Budget of

1901 amount to two millions ster-

ling.

News received from St. Helena

states that, the Boer leader Cronje
has signed the oath of allegiance.

It is reported that Kruger has re-

ceived information that Mr Steyn is

hopelessly paralysed.

Lord Hopetoun was accorded an

enthusiastic send-off on his depart-
ure for England from Melbourne.

The Kaiser and the Czar have pro-
mised to return King Victor of Italy’s
visits.

A.Spanish Foreign Minister is auth-

orised to sign a commercial treaty
with America.

The quarterly earnings of the Am-

erican Steel Trust are seven and a-

half millions sterling. The half-year’s
net profit is nine and a-half millions.

The “Morning Post” asserts that

official statistics show that 18,000,000
Russian children are without the

means of education.

The “Daily Mail” states that the

Cabinet has decided that it is not

necessary to suspend the Cape Con-

stitution.

After six years’ boring, at a cost

of £30,000, a large rich coal field has

been discovered on Lord Dudley’s
Sirnley estate, Staffordshire.

Lord Tullibardine, who served in the

war, is forming a corps of Scottish vol-

unteers at Johannesburg. The War Office
is providing the horses and equipment.

The Canadian Government is allowing
the Canadian contingents to take their

discharges in South Africa if the men

are desirous of settling there.

Cholera is prevalent at Pekin
(China) and Tokio (Japan), where the

majority of the cases have proved
fatal.

The “Telegraph's” Brussells cor-

respondent states that Austria is
alarmed at the Russo-Bulgarian Con-

vention.

It is reported that General Smith
has been found guilty of violating
the rules of war in the Philippines,
and has been ordered to be repri-
manded. •

The House of Lords Committee re-

ports that betting cannot be sup-
pressed, but ought to be restricted to

the actual scene of racing and ath-

letics. Bookmakers Inducing youths
to bet should be imprisoned.

A torpedo-boat destroyer has been
subjected to novel sagging and hog-
ging strains at Portsmouth dockyard

with a view to discovering the causes

and progress of buckling.

Read, the New South Wales swim-

mer, starting from scratch, won the

Cygnus Club’s half-mile swimming
handicap. Lane, of Sydney, with five

seconds start, came fourth.

St. Thomas’ Hospital funds benefit

to the extent of half a million from

the estate of the late Mr S. Gassion.

the well-known London wine mer-

chant.

The British Government’s stores of

hay, oats aiul compressed forage at

Delagoa Bay have been burned. The
damage, which amounts to half-a-

million, is uninsured.

An electric car, descending a hill in

Huddersfield, left the rails and dashed
into a shop. A passenger and two

pedestrians were killed, and six peo-

ple were injured.

The South Australian revenue for

the year was £2,421,000, being £400,-
000 less than last year. The sum of

£602.000 was returned by the Com-
monwealth.

The Governor of the Philippines
cables that the establishment of civil

government, the acceptance of Ame-

rican authority, and the pacification
of the country are complete.

The mail steamer Sierra’s passage,
just completed from 'Frisco via Auck-

land, is a record one—nineteen days,
six and a quarter hours. She averaged
close on seventeen knots an hour

from Auckland to Sydney.
The Aeting-Premier is advised that

Captain J. Mirehell, of Manaia. has
been thrown from his horse in South
Africa, and had his leg fractured,
consequently he is unable to return
with the Tenth Contingent.

The East India Railway Company
has ordered 32 locomotives from a

German firm, whose price was 20

per cent, lower, and time of delivery
25 per cent, sooner, than the nearest

English competitor.

A scientific mission ascribes the

destruction of St. Pierre to a rush of

gas at a high temperature north and
south. Seprechetn and other locali-
ties were destroyed by torrents of

mud.

The United States cruiser Brooklyn
has sailed for England with the re-

mains of the late Lord Pauneefote
(British Ambassador to America).

The War Office is acquiring seveu

hundred acres of land in order to

establish heavy gun batteries to de-

fend Liverpool.
H.M.s. Amphitrite (of 11,000 tons),

the biggest warship that has ever en-

tered the Persian Gulf, has cruised

round the ports in the Gulf, creating
a great sensation.

Henry Bells was found guilty
of the manslaughter of Mr Murray
Spicer, who was lately beaten to
death in an encounter with a gang
of "Hooligans” in London, and was

sentenced to seven years’ penal servi-
tude.

A shocking tragedy has occurred at

Leederville, Western Australia. A
man named Samuel Peters literally
hacked his wife to death with a

tomahawk. Her head was almost

severed from the body. The couple
had been living unhappily.

The United Kingdom’s revenue for

the quarter amounted to £35,095,081.
Customs contributed £8,004,698,
excise £8,196,767, and stamps
£ 2,120,000.

De la Key declares that General
Clements was the best general he

encountered in the course of the war.

His finest piece of work was the sav-

ing of the Novitgedacht camps.

The Right Hon. W. J. Pirrie, chair-
man of Harland and Wolff's, stated
before the Shipping Sudsidies Com-

mittee that Mr Pierpont Morgan had
offered the Admiralty the services of

every liner in the combination built

by Great Britain during the half cen-

tury on the same terms aa the White

Star Company. When asked whether
the offer was accepted witness in-

dicated the negative by shrugging
his shoulders.

Reuter states that it is not gener-

ally known that during De Wet's

wanderings the British had an agent
accompanying him, whose reports
were most valuable. f

In the House of Commons Mr Red-
mond asked if it was intended to

supplement from an Imperial source

the salary of the Governor-General of

the Commonwealth. Mr Chamber-

lain, in reply, said the Government

could see no reason to alter the exist-

ing arrangements. ;

In view of the very loyal attitude

taken up by General Louis Boths.andof
his ability as a tactician and military
leader, the Bloemfontein correspondent
of the “Times" makes a suggestion that
Botha should be attached to the British
military staff afa Aidershot.

The martial law restrictions in the

Transvaal are cancelled. Civilians are

now permitted to remain outof doors till

midnight.
The Melanesian Mission Society’s

‘‘New Ship Fund,” for procuring a

new vessel in succession to he pre-
sent steam-yacht Southern Cross,
now stands at £ 16,790 16/5.

It is reported that Lord Tennyson,
Governor of South Australia, has

been offered the Governorship of the

Commonwealth. The report that
l.oril Brassey had accepted the posi-
tion is now denied.

The Mount Lyell returns for the

period from May 29 to June 25 show
that 24,160 tons of ore were treated

in addition to 2387 tons of purchased
ore. The converters produced 508

tons blister copper, containing: Cop-
per, 502 tons; silver, 32,8960z; and

gold, 18440z.

Sir E. Barton and Laily Barton, Mr

Seddon and Mrs and Miss Seddon, Sir

J. Forrest, and many colonials and
Indian Princes and notables attended
Sir Henry Irving’s reception on the

stage of the Lyceum Theatre. . There
was a brilliant gathering. Eight
hundred people were present.

Three thousand people attended

Miss Ada Crossley’s concert in the

People’s Palace. Mesdames Schmidt,
Amy Sherwin, Bertha Rossow, De-

vain. During, Messrs Pringle, Robert

Cunningham, Beattie Granger. Ernest

Toy, and Hedley assisted. Many Aus-

tralians were in the audience.

Viscount Cranborne, Under-Secre-

tary for Foreign Affairs, states that

the China indemnity must be paid in

gold, though in view of the deprecia-
tion of the tael he might introduce
some amelioration. It was hopeless
to expect the total abolition of the

likin revenue stations.

The Kaiser has issued au order re-

gulating officers' marriages. Au offi-

cer who wishes to marry must have a

private income of at least £l5O. must

give a full description of his intended
wife, and if she lias been divorced he

must supply details of the case.

The eight hours’ day came into

operation in the Sydney tramway
and railway working staffs on the

Ist July. The cost will be £60,000

per annum. The Commissioners

strongly opposed the principle, and
the cost will be borne by the general
taxpayer instead of coming out of

railway revenue.

An electric ear, carrying seventy
excursionists, while descending a

mountain at Gloversville, in New

York State, on a gradient of a thou-

sand feet to the mile, became uncon-

trollable, and overtook another car.

Both were overturned. Twelve per-
sons were kidded and thirty-six in-

jured.
,

M. de Blowitz, the Paris correspon-
dent of the “Times,” states that
France has for years been endeavour-

ing to cultivate the friendship both
of Italy and Austria. The Nation-

alists, claiming the monopoly of pa-
triotism, prevented the extinction,
and even caused, the revival of the
idea of the ultimate recovery of Al-

sace and Lorraine. France has gra-

dually shaped her policy with the

view of reducing any future conflict
with Germany to a duel, not involv-
ing other Continental Powers.

MR PARKS, of California Gully, Bendi-

go, Victoria, swears that

Vitadatio

Has Cured Him of

CANCER IN THE TONGUE.

31 3/01. -

TO MR PAI3IER-

I, Frederick Parks, of California Gul-

ly, near Bendigo, in the State of Vic-

toria. do solemnly and sincerely declare

that this is my Testimonial to you on

behalf of my cure I have been a suf-
ferer with Cancer in the mouth for the

past six years. J went to the Hospital,

and the first thing they did was to take

the tongue right out. In two months’

time, after the operation, the Cancer
grew again; it got larger than before.The

doctors said that nothing could be done.

So I went home and was put to bed. I

asked my wife to get me a bottle of

VITADATIO. I took half a bottle that

night, and in three days I was able to

take oatmeal and sago, and have had
no other medicine but VITADATIO
within my mouth. I can solemnly de-

clare that the world does not know the

power
of VITADATIO. I am the only one

living out of 45 cases of Cancer treated
last year, and can solemnly swear that

only for VITADATIO I would not be

here now, so I think you can guarantee
a cure for Cancer, as mine was a very

bad case; there being no hope, the doc-
tors said, and now I can take any kind

of food, the same as before the opera-
tion. And I make this solemn declara-
tion. conscientiously believing the same

to be true, and by virtue of an Act of

Parliament of Victoria rendering per-

sons making a false declaration punish-

able for wilful and corrupt perjury.

F. PARKS.

Declared before me. at Bendigo, in the

State aforesaid, this 14th day of May.
in the year of our Lord one thousand

nine hundred and one.

J. M. DAVIES. J.P.

For further particulars.
S. A. PALMER,

WAREHOUSE. WATERLOO QUAY,

WELLINGTON.
Correspondence invited. Write for

Testimonials.
The price of Medicine is 5,6 and 3/C

per bottle.

FITS CURED
From the f.r«t 4omof Oxerin* fita ca&aa Ithaa cured
permanently the very

wont caaeaof Kptiepey when

every other remedy had tailed. Price 46 and 11/t
Thoueandtof TeaUmenlala.

OF ALL CHEMISTS. ITOML ETC.
WaeuMAUi

BHARLAND <fc Coy.,Ltd., WELLINGTON, N.Z.

FMnato st I. W. NIOHOLL, PaimiMiunen Ohemut,
it suaaiixxbt. bbuxst, isiu«d.
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Sir A. Leyland (of the Leyland
Steamship Line), in giving evidence

before the Shipping Subsidies Com-

mittee, recommended the granting of
bounties to sailing ships, to train
sailors, who would ultimately be

available for the navy. He pointed
ont that French sailing vessels, ow-

ing to the bounties system, made a

profit- on freight In cases in which
British owners made a loss.

M. Delcasse, in the Chamber of De-

puties. referring to the renewal of

the Triple Alliance, said Italy’s as-

surances had convinced France that

the Italian policy under the Alliance
was in no case a threat against
France. Italy could not become the

instrument or auxiliary of aggression
against France. Hence nothing im-

peded the development of the friend-

ship already fertile in consequences.
The speech was warmly applauded.

The Duke of Connaught has issued

an army order stating that he is gra-
tified to think that his first appear-
ance on parade as a field marshal was

is command of troops belonging to

Britain beyond the seas and India
for Inspection by the Prince of

Wales.

The “Daily . Express’ ” Singapore
correspondent states that cholera has

attacked 10,000 native soldiers sent

in pursuit of the head-hunters of

Sarawak (Borneo), at Batang, Supar
River. Two thousand died in three

days.

President Koosevelt has issued a

proclamation relating to the Fili-
pinos. It provides for a full pardon
and amnesty to all the insurgents,
except those convicted of crimes

since the Ist of May. or those guilty
of murder, arson, rape, or robbery.
All seekers for pardon must swear

allegiance.

The “Standard" states that it is re-

ported in Tientsin that Prince Tuan

is in frequent communication with
the Government at Pekin, and that
his son has secretly been appointed
deputy lieutenant-general of the
forces at Pekin.

The Hon. Schomberg K. McDon-

nell, C. 8., has s cceeded Viscount
Esher as Secretary to the Commis-

sioners of Works and Public Build-

ings. The “Times" states that as Mr

McDonnell has for 14 years been Lord

Salisbury's confidential secretary, bis

promotion cannot fail to revive the

rumours of the Premier’s resignation
after the Coronation.

The President, in a speech at Pitts-

burg. urged foresight and common

sense in legislation in order to pre-
vent evils from the accumulation of

great individual, and especially cor-

porate. fortunes. Both, if rightly
used, would be. he said, of immense

benefit to the nation, and rash or in-

vidious legislation would shake the

country to its foundation.

Niven and Sons. Americans, have
obtained a contract for the construc-

tion of an electric railway between

Manchester and Liverpool. and

branches, covering in all 147 miles.
The cost will be four million sterling.
All the material will be Am rican,
but the labour will be British.

The Hon. J. W. Hackett. M.L.C.. of

West Australia, who was the first

prominent Australian public man to

arrive in England for the Coronation,
has been offered by his old University
—Trinity College. Dublin—the honor-

ary degree of LL.D. He is an enthu-

siastic Mason, and holds the highest
position in the Order in Westralia.
By profession Mr Hackett is a Jour-
nalist, being editor and nart proprie-
tor of the leading daily paper in the

capital of the State.

The “Naval and Military News”

agency understands, on high -.fitbor-
ity, that Lord Kitchener will be ap-

pointed Adjutant-General at the War

Office, and will not proceed to India

to take up the position o' Comm rm-

der-in-Chief there as was generally
understood. The present Adjutant-
General, Lieutenant-General T. Kelly-
Kenny, is, it is understood, likely to

be appointed to the command of the
■

army in India in succession to Sir

Power Palmer. Lord Kitchener has

assented to this change of plans.

It is officially stated that at the mo-

ment when peaee was deviated there

were 202,000 men, excluding the local
forces, under arms in South Africa.

Seventy thousand will embark before the

regulars. Thirty-nine Government trans-

ports, with a carrying capacity of 49.000

men, are engaged, aud in addition 2500

are embarking weekly in the

All the Yeomanry of 1901 and 18,000
of the reserves will embark before Au-

gust. The Australasians are going in

six ships. The oversea colonials ' were

among the first to embark. The Yeo-

manry, oversea colonials, and the Volun-
teer Service companies receive a month’s
leave on landing.

The “Courrier Australien,” the or-

gan of French opinion in the Common-

wealth, with the dual object of find-

ing homes for the sufferers by the

Martinique disaster, and counterbal-
ancing Australian immigration to the

group, advocates their settlement in

the New Hebrides. It suggests the

reconstruction of French New

Hebrides Company, and the develop-

ment of its land by hundreds of ruin-

ed Martinique? families, who are

specially suited for the familiar con-

ditions of colonisation in the New

Hebrides.

The very large shipments of oats

to South Africa recently show the

enormous field there is for enterprise,

and it is believed in well-informed

circles that a trade might be develop-
ed which would permanently employ
three steamers a month, instead of

four, as is proposed in the contract

with the Blue Star Company. It is

said that the Union Steamship Com-

pany made counter offers, which,

however, were counter-balanced by
the Blue Star Company’s guarantee
to maintain an average speed of

thirteen and a-half knots an hour. . I

understand that the draft of the

agreement between the Company and
the Government is under considera-
tion by the latter, and the result

will shortly be laid before the public.

King Edward telegraphed his deep

regret at the Elbe collision (between
a German torpedo-boat and a British
steamer), and expressed his warm

appreciation of Lieutenant Rosen-

stock Von Rhonenek’s last command
before he was drowned.

■ The Kaiser replied, stating that he

was deepy touched, and every- officer

and man was profoundly sensible

of the fact that the first act of the

new admiral was to send a message
so kindly worded. The-Kaiser added:
“We join your fleet in their prayers
for the complete restoration of your
health.”

At a Melbourne meeting of

Home Killers a resolution was

passed strongly condemning the

policy of coercion, and urg-

ing the compulsory sale of land by
landlords. A member of the State
Parliament made a violent attack on

the British Government, referring to

Mr Chamberlain as an apostate, and
appealed to the people to rise up and
“smite the cur hip and thigh.”

Great Britain has informed the Go-

vernment of the Netherlands that

the Boers swearing allegiance will be

released first, the other Boers next.

The foreigners who are prisoners
will be transported to their various

destinations at Great Britain’s ex-

pense. Those pay-ing their own pass-
ages may leave immediately. For-

eigners will not be allowed to return

to South Africa.

The natives in the Vryheid and
Marico districts, in the Transvaal,
are troublesome. The Boers ask
permission to accompany the British
against them. The blockhouses are

now all evacuated. A movement is

on foot in Johannesburg to form poli-
tical associations, also a volunteer
force of irregular regiments.

At the annual meeting of the New
South Wales pastoralists, the presi-
dent said the pastoral industry
accounted for about two-thirds of

the exports of New South Wales,
and a still larger proportion
of Queensland's. These were facts
the meaning of which would be forc-

ed on the attention of the average

citizen within the next year or two

in a way that would make a lasting
if not agreerfble impression. So far,
he said, the ruinous expen-
diture forced on the pastoralists in
the effort to keep the remnant of

their stock alive had veiled the disaa-

ter, but it cduld not last much

longer. The disaster, commencing
with the pastoral industry, would af-
fect every industry in Australia. The

annual wealth produetion of New
Sputh Wales would probably' be re-

duced 30 per cent, for the next few

years.

The Mayor of Glen Innes has fur-

nished the Sydney Health autho-

rities with a report in re-

gard to the slaughter and

subsequent use of starving stock. He

alleges that some large meat-canning
works in Sydney have been purchas-
ing thousands of starved sheep, cat-

tle. stags, old bulls and old rams for

canning purposes.

He states that many sheep so pur-
chased dropped dead in the vards.

Most of those purchased were ema-

ciated, and in a great number of in-

stances are in a dropsical condition.
Many of the animals did not weigh
ten to twenty pounds.

The N.S. Wales revenue this year
totalled £11,178,000, being an increase

on last year of £383,000. The return

from the Commonwealth to the State

for the year is £2,385,000. It is anti-
cipated that the expenditure will be

pretty heavy. It is not yet available.

But for the drought the Treasurer

would probably have been able to

show a surplus. As it is, a deficit is

anticipated.
The Treasurer estimates the deficit

of the financial year just closed at

£236,000, including a deficit of £152,-

000 brought forward from last year,
on account of the war and the

plague.
The Senate reduced the duty on

agricultural implements to 10 per

cent..

The Federal revenue for the year
was £11,304,000, and expenditure
£ 3,587.000.

After deducting the new expendi-
ture there is left for distribution

£ 7.373.000. Queensland receives

£905,000; Tasmania, £315,000; and

■Western Australia, £1,220,000.
The Treasurer is enabled to give

back half a million more than was

estimated. Customs yielded £8,908,-
000 and post and telegraphs £2,378,-
000.

English and Moscow capitalists
have contracted to build a railway
from Tomsk (in Western Siberia) to

Tashkend (the capital of Russian Tur-

kestan). Russians guarantee 65 per
cent, of the capital. Half the board

of contractors are English.
[This railway will be about 1400

miles in length, and will traverse

Western Siberia in a south-westerly
direction from Tomsk, which is on

the line of the great trans-Siberian
railway, running eastwards from Mos-

cow.]

Incendiary fires have occurred at

Sandhurst, where the military school

for army officers is situated.

The cadets are suspected, and the

War Office has announced its inten-

tion of rusticating the whole of one

company unless the names of the cul-

prits are divulged within 48 hours.

Twenty-nine cadets at Sandhurst

have been rusticated, as the names

of the incendiaries were not divulged.
The culprits remain undiscovered.

Captain A. T. Mahan, the American

writer on naval strategy, and the

author of “The Influence of Sea

Power Upon History,” has an article
in the “National Review” relating to

the British colonies and the fleet.
He says the prime consideration
fo-r the self-governing colonies is

that tile Channel squadron should

adequately- protect Great Britain’s

commerce and her shores, and that

the Mediterranean squadron should

ensure uninterrupted transit of com-

merce. What Australia needs is not

a petty fraction of the Imperial
navy, but a naval organisation of

sufficient force to repel danger.
Captain Mahan recommends the de-
velopment of local dockyard
facilities and other resources. In

this respect it is essential that the

other colonies of Australasia should
co-operate with New Zealand. An

essential principle is that local secur-

ity in the colonies of Australasia
usually depends upon the general
disposition of the fleets which attend
to the control of the Pacific, and on

China’s future, particularly. The dis-

tribution of the nation's navies in-

dicates thia principle.

GENERAL CABLES.

The King’s Convalescence.

A meeting of Transvaalers and

their families at Balmoral telegraph-
ed a message of sympathy and loyalty
to King Edward and Queen Alexan-

dra.

Some more of the Royal guests
have departed. King Edward dictated

a letter of regret thanking his

guests for the honour they had ten-

dered him by their visit.

Monsignor Raphael Merry Del Vai,
Titular Archbishop of Nieuer, who is

the Papal envby to the Coronation,
conducted a notable service of special

prayer for the recovery- of the King
at Brompton Oratory in the presence

of leading Roman Catholics of the

Empire.
The Grand Duke of Hesse, the Duke

of Saxe-Coburg, Lord Lansdowne, the
officers of the colonial contingents
and their wives, several of the Pre-

miers, the Indian princes, Lewanika

(paramount chief of Barotseland),
and the Lord Mayor and Sheriffs at-

tended the service at St. Paul’s.

The preacher declared that the les-

son of the King’s illness was the Di-

vine warning to think less of the out-

ward symbols of Imperial splendour
and more of the inner life, and above

all that the Lord was the Giver of all

true national strength. When the

Coronation came it ought to become

an act of profound national rever-

ence. The prayer, in the City Coun-

cil, in countless churches and chapels,
and on the lips of the man in the

street, was an instructive sign of the

recognition of God. Addressing Brit-

ain's sons from over the seas the
preachei- urged them to carry into

the unknown future the best heritage
of England’s past.

After the intercessory service at Gray’s
Inn Chapel, Mr Herbert P. Reed, King’s
Council, entertained the guests at lun-

cheon in the hall, including Mr Choate

(American Ambassador), Mr Chamber-
lain, Mr Barton, and a number of colo-

nial visitors.
Queen Alexandra, in saying fare-

well, reinvited a deputation of the

Danish Hussar Regiment to come at

the end of September for the Corona-
tion.

It is estimated that the railway
companies will lose a millionsterling
by the postponement of the Corona-

tion.

The newspapers confirm the state-

ment that the King exercised his per-

sonal influence to secure peace.

They- predict that the King willbe re-

membered in history as “Edward the

Peacemaker.”

London was not illuminated on the
31st. A rocket, sent up from a wheel

at Earl’s Court, rose 1000 feet. This

was the signal and 200 bonfires were

soon ablaze throughout England, in

celebration of the King’s recovery.
A cablegram from London, dated

July- 2nd, says: —

King Edward slept nicely for hours

and partook of a good breakfast. He
enjoyed a cigar and was able to appre-
cite the stirring music of the bands lead-

ing the colonials and South African vete-

rans past the palace to the review. He
was extremely anxious to learn the de-

tails of the ceremony.
The Queen, on returning at half-past

twelve p.m., found the patient progress-
ing. He was again on the courch in

the afternoon, the change of position
affording relief.

It is announced that the Coronation
will now be much quieter than was orig-
inally intended, but its religious charac-
ter will be more strongly emphasised. ’

Mr Seddon has instructed the New

Zealand Contingent to remain until the

end of August.
At the Benchers’ dinner at the Temple

Sir E. Barton said he hoped to retain
the colonial troops if there was a pros-

pect of the Coronation being sufficiently
early to enable the arrangement to be

made.

Few of the foreign representatives, ex-

cept the nearer connections of Royalty,
now remain.

The Prince and Princess of Wales have

p catly relieved the Sovereign of social
functions.

The Indian troops desire to remain
in England without pay, if only to

see their Emperor’s faee.

The “British Medical Journal” of

the sth stated the King has refreshing
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sleep at night, and it has been un-

necessary at any time to use seda-
tives. He is moved from bed once

daily. He takes great interest in all

that is going on around him and in

the general news of the day. Sir

F. Treves, who performed the opera-
tion, did not go to bed for the first
seven nights,but the load of anxiety
has now lightened, if not entirely
disappeared. The King has shown

remarkable recuperative powers and
his sufferings have been pluckily
borne. ‘‘All sorts of rumours have

been circulated as to his general
health, but we are glad to state that
they are altogether unfounded. We

appeal to the newspapers and the

public to accept simple facts, and not
to circulate baseless' reports.”

The King passed another excellent
night. He is cheerful and much

stronger. The doctors consider he is

now out of danger. Only one bulletin

daily will be issued, beginning to-
morrow morning.

The Queen is looking better, and

shows scarcely any trace of anxiety.
Her Majesty drove in Hyde Park yes-

terday.
A bulletin issued says His Majesty's

progress continues in every way satis-

factory.
At the Independence Day banquet,

out of sympathy with the King, only
two toasts were proposed, that of the

King and President Roosevelt.

On July 4. five hundred and sixty
thousand, in various centres, partook
of the King's dinner to the poor.

The Prince of Wales in the forenoon

visited Fulham, where 14.000 dined,
seated at two and a half miles or

tables. In the afternoon the Prince

visited the East End.

The Duke and Duchess of Con-

naught and the Duke and Duchess of

Argyll. Prince and Princess Charles

of Denmark, Prince Christian, and

the Duchess of Albany visited other

centres.
The reading of the morning bulle-

tins with reference to the .King’s
health was received with intense en-

thusiasm.

The King's message was read by
the Lord Mayor of London. His Ma-

jesty expressed regret that illness

prevented his attending, and the hope
that his guests were enjoying them-

selves and passing a happy day.
There were 2000 entertainers, in-

cluding Madame Albani. Nordica, and

the principal variety artists.
The King was greatly gratified at

the success of the dinners, particu-
larly the reception of the news that
he is out of danger.

The Princess of Wales accompanied
the Prince on his visit to the poor at
their dinners. The children at Pad-
dington, of all creeds, presented the

Prince of Wales* heir with a gold re-'

plica of the cup which was given to
each guest at the King’s dinner to the

poor.
The reception of the Indian princes

and representatives at the India

Office last night was one of the most

brilliant gatherings ever held in

London. There were 3000 guests.
The Prince and Princess of Wales

represented the King.
In view of the King’s satisfactory

progress the Government proceeds
with the Federal illuminations in all

the State capitals on Thursday. Fri-

day and Saturday next. The display
will indicate rejoicing at the King’s
recovery.

Mr Seddon attended a Maori haka,
which was greatly appreciated, given
by the Maori Coronation Contingent,
in connection with the Botanical
Garden fete and St. George’s Hos-

pital Fund.

■When the House of Representatives
met. Sir Joseph Ward, in a felicitous,
brief speech, moved the following re-

solution:—

“That, before entering on the ordi-
nary business of the session, this
House desires to express its deep sor-

row for His Majesty the King’s ill-
ness, and its earnest hope that he

may speedily be restored to health,
and that a respectful address be pre-
sented to His Excellency the Gover-

nor, requesting him to forward a

copy of this resolution to the Secre-
tary of State for the Colonies, for

submission to His Majesty.”
Sir William Russell, Knight Bache-

lor, seconded the resolution, which
Was unanimously agreed to

Sir Joseph Ward said the duty now

devolved upon him to extend to Sir

William Russell (cheers) his hearty
felicitations and congratulations, and
he felt sure he was speaking on be-
half of every member of the House

and of every class in the colony in
expressions of goodwill for the hon.
gentleman, showing how much they

appreciated the honour conferred up-
on him (cheers). He could assure Sir

William Russell that the members on

the Ministerial side of • the House,
as well as the opposite side, had al-

ways admired his courtesy and con-

sideration, and he had always pos-
sessed their goodwill and esteem. He

hoped Sir William and Lady Russell
would live long to enjoy the reward

conferred for distinguished services.
Sir William Russell said he was

sure no man in his position could

help feeling diffident in finding words

to acknowledge the honour conferred
“upon him. He felt deeply grateful
for the honour conferred upon him

by His Majesty the King. Whatever

services he might have been able to

render a quarter of a century,
they now had full recognition from

His Majesty, and his greatest source

of pleasure was. that his reward was

appreciated by the people of the col-

ony among whom he had lived.

IMPERIAL FEDERATION.
At the Benchers’ dinner in the

Temple Sir E. Barton said there

were some things that Australians
would love to do if they could. If

they fell short of the expectations
formed he hoped Englishmen would

nevertheless infer from Australian

earnestness that the Australians were

ever at their sides with hearts and
words. (Cheers.)

Mr Chamberlain, replying to Sir A.

Hime’s remark that the colonies
hoped hereafter to be represented in

the Imperial Parliament, said Great

Britain would welcome them. They

enjoyed the privileges of the Empire,
and if they were willing to assume

their share of its responsibilities and

burdens Britain would be only too

glad of their support, as the nation

rejoiced in the priceless moral and

material support accorded by the co-

lonies in the recent trial.

Mr Seddon, s;:e king at the Domi-

nion dinner, said all the British

cables were bringing the Motherland
and the colonies closer. What was

required as a corollary was subsi-

dies to steamships to enable the

Empire to compete with foreign
countries.

Mr Henry Seeton Karr, of St.

Helens, wrote assuring Mr Balfour

that a strong body of Unionists in

Lancashire and Cheshire would sup-

port the Government in advancing
the question of the Imperial Zoll-

verein.
Mr Balfour replied that the Govern-

ment was much desirous of drawing
as close as possible the ties, senti-
mental and commercial, binding
Great Britain to the colonies.

The “Standard" says it is reported
in well-informed quarters that Lord

Brassey has accepted the Governor-

Generalship of the Commonwealth of

Australia.

[Lord Thomas Brassey, who is now

66 years of age, was Governor of Vic-

toria from 1895 to 1900.]

THE PREMIERS IN ENGLAND.

Sir H. Campbell-Bannerman gave a

dinner to the colonial Premiers and

afterwards Sir E. Barton, Mr Seddon

and Sir J. Forrest were present at a

performance of “The Merry Wives oi
Windsor.” Mr Berbohm Tree, the
actor-manager, gave a reception to

the colonials on the stage of His Ma-

jesty’s Theatre.

Mr Seddon, with the King's per-

mission, visited Frogmore and placed
a wreath on Queen Victoria’s tomb.

Mi Seddon had a great reception at

St. Helens, his native town in Lan-

cashire. The town was decorated, and

the freedom of the borough was pre-
sented to him at the Town Hall. .

In the course of a speech, in res-

ponse to the welcome, he said the

universal sympathy with the King had

gone far to remove international ill-

feeling. If they had a clean , slate

all would be well. He asked the peo-
ple to suspend judgment regarding
the Imperial Conference until its

members had been heard.

The Canadian and Newfoundland
Premiers and Agents-General are

pressing the Colonial Office for great

er recognition of their position and

•tatua. There ia considerable feel-

ing on their part that the Australian

States agencies are conceded superioi
recognition.

THE PREMIERS’ CONFERENCE.
At the Colonial Premiers’ Confer-

ence Sir E. Barton suggested that the

Conference should consider the fol-

lowing questions:—Giving the colo-
nies reasonable consideration in re-

gard to army and navy contracts; a

clear definition of the position of the

colonies granting Britain preferen-
tial tariff in relation to their enjoy-
ment of most favoured treatment at

hands of foreign nations; State ow-

nership of ocean cables; mutual pro-
tection of patents; Imperial stamp
charges on colonial bonds; the es-

tablishment of an Imperial Court of

Appeal, and the discussion of the

possibility of a mutual tariff within

the Empire.
Sir A. H. Hime (Natal) suggested

that the naturalisation of aliens in

any part of the British Empire
should be sufficient for the whole

Empire.
Sir Wilfrid Laurier (CanadaJ

adopts a very conservative attitude

on the subject of Imperial defence.

He considers the corn tax affords

Britain an opportunity of offering
concessions in return for additional

remissions on English imports into

Canada.
Sir E. Barton considers that the

Conference has been very satisfac-

tory so far, and he is hopeful as to

its results.

Lord Onslow and Six- M. F. Omman-

ney (Permanent Under-Secretary of

State for the Colonies) were present
at the Conference.

Sir John Anderson (Colonial Office)
was appointed secretary.

Mr Chamberlain, who presided, cor-

dially welcomed the delegates. He

referred to the advance of Imperial
federation since the 1897 Conference,
owing to the establishment of the

Commonwealth and the spontaneous
assistance of the colonies in war-

time. He made a non-committal

statement, outlining the leading sub-

jects suggested by himself and the

Premiers, and invited a frank expres-
sion of opinion.

It has been arranged that
Ministers who accompany Premiers

will participate in the subjects
specially concerning their depart-
ments.

Mr Seddon adheres to the publish-
ed subjects suggested by him, adding
a resolution dealing with the efforts

of foreign nations to exclude British

vessels from all coastwise trade.

Mr Chamberlain, at the Imperial
Conference, cautiously advocated Im-

perial free trade with revenue duties
only.

Several of the Premiers were dis-

appointed at his indefiniteness and

the absence of proposals. They ex-

plained that it was impossible for the
colonies at present to support free

trade within the Empire, since the

Customs duties were imperatively re-

quired. Mr Chamberlain submitted no

defence proposals. The Premiers ex-

hibited no disposition to sanction

military expenditure, though evinc-

ing the utmost willingness to make a

sacrifice if the situation demanded

it.
On Saturday the Conference sat

for three hours. Mr Arnold-Forster,
Parliamentary Secretary to the Ad-

miralty, Admiral Custance. Director

of Naval Intelligence, Mr Brodrick,
Minister for War, General Sir W. G.

Nicholson, chief of the Intelligence

Department of the War Office, Lord

Onslow, Parliamentary Secretary to

the Colonial Office, Sir M. F. Omma-

ney. Permanent Under-Secretary, and
Lord Selborne, First Lord of the Ad-

miralty. explained the War Office and
Admiralty’s views on Imperial de-

fence. Their proposals were consid-

ered moderate. Five Premiers spoke
on behalf of their respective Govern-

ments. Mr Chamberlain, who presid-
ed, spoke last.

THE ROYAL REVIEW.

At the Royal review of the colonial
and Indian troops the Crown

Princes of Denmark, Sweden, and

Roumania, the Dukes of Aosta, Hesse,
and Cambridge, and other Royalties,
and Indian feudatory Princes accom

pauied the Prince of Wales, who was

followed by the Queen, the Princess

of Wales, and Princesses Victoria and

Maud.
There were crowds of spectators be-

side the colonial Premiers and many

notabilities.
The Maori Coronation Contingent,

the Fijians, Sikhs, and Negritos
aroused great interest. The colonial
war veterans were splendidly greet-
ed After inspecting the parade the

Prince of Wales received the salute,
and presented several Victoria
Crosses and war medals. The

colonial contingents, the Indian

Princes. Indian troops, 500 boys
from Greenwich School, and a num-

ber of naval pensioners who fought
in the Crimea and the Mutiny, re-

ceived an ovation at Southampton,
where they embarked on a trip round

the fleet. The Indian visitors were

delighted, the warships being an ab-
solute novelty to many of them.

The Prince of Wales dismounted

and pinned the medals on the tunics,
shaking each recipient warmly by the
hand.

The honours included Victoria

Crosses tor Lieutenants Hardham

(New Zealand) and F. Bell (West Aus-

tralia), and a Distinguished Conduct

Medal for Trooper Batgent (New Zea-

land).
After the march past and the final

salute the Duke of Connaught called

for three cheers for the King, and a

mighty shout went up. The South

African veterans waved their hats on

their rifles. Additional cheers were

given for the Queen.
Hundreds of colonials were unable

to witness the review owit to the

few seats the Agents-Gener::l had at

their disposal, and the necessity of

balloting for these.
There is a consensus of opinion that

the review was the most imposing
and imne -ssve as a spectacle of the

Empire's str ngth ever held.

The Canadians, Australians, and

New Zealanders went first, and then

cafe tie Cape and Natal troops, next

the native troops from th various

colonies, and finally the South African

veterans, the officers holding only
small whips all along the lines, await-
ing the Queen's .arrival.

The review of the Indian troops
was exactly similar to the colonial

review, and was heightened by the

brilliancy of the uniforms.

The Queen took a snapshot of the

returning troops from a place at a

window.

The Indians cheered lustily and

repeatedly.
The Order of the Companionship

of St. Michael and St. George was

presented to Colonel Bauchope (of
Dunedin, New Zealand) at the review

of the colonial contingents.
The Native Fijian Con-

tingent, when passing the

Palace in a waggonette, stop-
ped and sang a native hymn of sup-

plication and then saluted several
Princes and Princesses who were at

the open windows.

RUSSIA

The populace at I.ustov Don invad-

ed the factories and smashed the ma-

chinery, while the peasants in the

neighbourhood destroyed agricul-
tural implements. The instigators of

the outrages were strangers, pre-

tending they were the Tsar’s emis-

saries and declaring that machinery
was intended to diminish the num-

ber of workmen. Troops were sum-

moned and many rioters were killed

or wounded.

The “Daily Express” St. Peters-

burg correspondent says that a sen-

sation has been created by the Czar

deciding to personally interrogate
two hundred representative Russians,
including many who are marked on

the police sheets as suspicious.
The Czar’s action is taken with a

view to inaugurating reforms satis-

factory tojjhe students and the peas-

ants.

REVOLUTION IN HAYTI.

A revolution has broken out in the

Republic of Hayti. Severe fighting
has occurred. The Government war

vessels bombarded fhe town of Cape
Haytien without giving notice- There

was a hail of shot raking the streets

throughout Sunday. The Foreign
Consuls have embarked on a arwiser

for safety.
•
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GENERAL NEWS.

Dr. Wohlinan, the English balne-

ologiat appointed by the Government

W» take charge of the thermal

springs, reaches Wellington by the

direct steamer Ruapehu on Tuesday,
headquarters will be at Rotorua.

The Kawhia “Settler” states that

a local settler, Mr Mason, brought a

thousand sheep through from tho

Waikato to stock his grazing ground

at Taharoa. This is, it is said, the

largest drive of sheep that has come

through this forty miles of bush

track from the inland districts.

At a meeting of the committee ap-
pointed at a recent public meeting to

make arrangements for a memorial
for soldiers who have fallen in South
Africa, it was unanimously resolved

to inform His Excellency that the

committee cannot see its way to sup-

port the proposals put forward by
His Excellency to establish a vete-

rans’ home in Auckland as a fitting
memorial to soldiers from the Otago
district who have fallen in South
Africa.

Christchurch teachers are very

indignant at the Board of

Education's decision to appoint,
only teachers who have had

charge of a school to headmasterships
and first assistantships in large city
school. They state that country tea-

chers will have an unfair advantage,
and talk of holding an indignation
meeting.

A “Star” runner named Haro’d

Roach, a l id of sixteen, was stuck up

in one of the by-slreets in Mount Ros-

kill on Saturday night, by a couple
of young fellows, who relieved him oii

the ten dozen “Stars” he was de-
livering. and also took his hat. The

runner states that his assailants were

apparently about 20 years of age.

They said not’ling to him, but simp y

seized his bags and made off with

them, going towards Kingsland aero. s

the paddo ks, a number of to n

“Stars” revealing- their trail. About

50 of the papers were found hidden
in a paddock yesterday in one of the

bags. The robbery is a singularly
motiveless one, ami the ease is pro-

bably one of larrikinism.

Investigations into the extraordi-

nary yarns published in the “Star”

as to the stripping of young wo-

men by masked men in Mount Eden and

«ppcr Vineeut-stieet, only go to streng-
then our original surmise that the first

story was the result of a hallucination,
and the second merely- invented to give a

show of truth to the first. The author

of the second yarn which was publish-
ed was invited to call at the “Star”

and substantiate the statements

made, but has not yet done so. We
are more than ever convinced that while

the earlier yarn was more or less manu-

factured, the second was entirely so.

There is every reason to believe in the

sincerity of the parents of the girl in

question, but there is equally strong
ground for believing that the girl her-

self was. says that journal, un-

der some hallucination. The

police fully endorse this view of the

ease. Inspector Cullen is not .surprised
at receiving sensational stories, which is

a common occurrence in the official life

of tb.e force. In fact, the Inspector in-
formed a "Star" reporter who saw

him I hat he at the present time had

another communication of a parallel
nature, which was of a nature that
could not be published.

It now transpires the outbreak of

anthrax- is on the farm of Mr C. J.

Storey, of Rangiwahn, near Te Awa-

lnut u. Six cattle died while feeding
on turnips, but the remainder were

saved by removal. This is the third

outbreak in Waikato. Each occurred
while cattle were feeding on turnips.
It is reassuring to know ttie mortal-
ity lias eeased. Storey and Ward are

progressing satisfactorily in the hos-

pital, but Cunningham's face is

swelled beyond all recognition and

presents a loathsome sight. He is in

a dangerous condition and is not ex-

pected to live.
The Health Department is inform-

ed that the outbreak of anthrax in

Waikato appeals to have originated
from the importation of infected

manure not properly sterilised; that

etutle became affected by Hie manure

and passed on disease to tb.e merfl
working among them. Several of

the cases are serious. The depart-
ment is taking the necessary steps to

prevent the disease spreading.
Mr Robert Cunningham, of Te Ra-

hu, the anthrax patient, died in the

Waikato Hospital on Sunday.
He had improved considerably
since his admission, and his friends
hoped for his recovery. Yesterday
he appeared well, and spoke to the

matron, but soon afterwards expired
without a struggle.

The deceased was a pioneer set tier
in the early days, and served with
Von Tempsky’s Forest Rangers and

also in Major Jackson's troop of

cavalry at Te Awamutu. He was

very highly respected, and was one

of the most popular settlers in the

district.

Should the scheme of the re-ar-

rangement of Parliamentary electo-

rates proposed by the Representation
Commissioners be given effect to, the

new House of Representatives will
consist of RO members, of whom 41

will represent the North Island and

39 the South Island. The number of
European members returned by each

island will be equal—namely, 38--but

in addition the Maori members have
to he reckoned with. There are four

Maori electorates in the colony, three

being in the North Island and one

in the South. On the basis of the re-

spective native populations in the

North and South Islands, the South

Island Maoris are really not entitled
to a member at all. as out of the total

Maori population of the colony, which
was 43,101 according to last year’s
census, only 2446 live in the South
Island. Each of the North Island
Maori members therefore represents
an average population of about

13,500, whereas the Southern Maori
member only represents less than a

fifth of that number. Including the

Maori members the North Island will
under the Commissioners’ proposals
have a majority of two in the new

Parliament.

A meeting was held ''■ the Public
Hall, Maungaturoto on Tuesday, July
Ist. Mr W. J. Bailey presided, and

Mr Hy. Cullen and the Rev. E. C.

Davidson having addressed the meet-

ing, the following resolutions were

passed; proposed by Mr 11. E. Flower

and seconded by Mr W. 11. Cullen: —

“(1) That this meeting of Maunga-
turoto residents, having heard the

statements made upon the sworn de-

claration of George Fowlds, M.H.R.,
merchant, of Auckland, Chas. E.

Davidson, Congregational minister, of

Maungaturoto, Henry Cullen, store-

keeper, of Maungaturoto, William Git-

tos, Wesleyan minister and mission-

ary to the Maoris, and Wesley
Spragg, merchant, Auckland, sueh de-
claration having reference to the con-

duct of the Stipendiary 'Magistrate
(Mr T. Hutchison) while he was act-

ing as Chairman of the Waitemata
Licensing Committee at Its sitting at

Helensville on Tuesday, the 10th day
of June, respectfully requests that

the Minister for Justice will cause

enquiry to be made into the charges
contained in that declaration, and, if
such charges are found to be substan-

tiated, to take such action as the. case

demands.” (2) Moved by Mr C. Ford

and seconded by Mr J. Cullen: “That

this meeting enters its strong protest
against the action of the Waitemata

Licensing Committee in thrusting a

license upon a district where it was

neither wanted nor required, especi-
ally as in so doing thev violated the

spirit of the Licensing Act and went

in direct opposition to the expressed
wish of a majority of four-fifths of

the bona tide residents of the district,
and would respectfully urge the elec-

toral district to vote solidly for re-

duction at the next local option noli

so as to enable us to remove this

wrong from our midst.” (3) Moved

l>\ the Rev. C. E. Davidson, seconded

by Mr E. J. Flower; “That this meet-

ing hereby instructs the Chairman to

convey to the editor of the ‘Star’ our

appreciation of his able advocacy of

the cause of liberty and justice in

contending against the thrusting of a

license in our district in violation of

the spirit of the licensing laws and

against, the expressed wish of a ma-

jority of the residents of the said dis-
trict.” The meeting was very enthu-

siastic and. considering the state of

the roads, was fairly representative
of the “no license" party in the dis-
trict.

POLITICAL.

In the House last week a consider-
able number of petitions were pre-
sented from Christchurch in favour

of the abolition of the totalisator.

Mr Fowlds is to ask what steps the

Government intends to take to equal-
ise the representation of the North
and South Islands in the Legislative
Council.

In reply to Mr Napier, the Post-
master-General said ,he hoped the

railway arrangements would be such

as to warrant the steamship owners

putting on a daily steamer between
Onehunga and New Plymouth.

In reply to Mr Meredith, the Acting
Colonial Treasurer said the question
of abolishing the mortgage tax would

be dealt with in the Financial State-

ment.

Mr I’irani was informed that the

Government will consider the ques-
tion of making concessions to mem-

bers of friendly societies visiting Ro-

torua, but he thought it would not

be advisable, to give one class of per-
sons such a preference.

The Impounding Act Amendment,
which defines the “nearest pound” in

the original Act to mean that pound
which, having regard to the condition
of roads or rivers or the like circum-

stances, can be most conveniently
reached.

In reply to Mr Monk, Sir Joseph
Ward said the great majority of cable

messages received from Mr Seddon

in London were coded, and the impor-
tune-' of the subjects warranted the

expenditure. Hundreds of cable mes-

sages had been transmitted to Aus-

tralia by request, and to many pri-
vate persons.

Amongst the motions on the Order

Paper in the House of Representa-
tives was one in the name of Mr

George Fowlds, who wants a return

showing—(l) The number and names

of licensed victuallers against whom

informations were laid in the Auck-
land and any other districts, under

the jurisdiction of Mr T. Hutchison,
S.M., for breaches of the Licensing
Acts during the past five years; and
(2) the result of the hearing of such

informations.

Among the papers laid on the table

of the House by the Acting-Premier, one

shows that the revenue for the year end-

ing 31st December, 1901, amounted to

£3,600,702, the principal heads being:
Funds at Ist January, 1901—Renewal
of premiums, assurance annuity, and en-

dowment, £266.815; interest. £142,449.
The total expenditure was £34,967, and

the amount of funds on 31st December,
1901, was £3,285,415. The report of the

Post and Telegraph Department for the

year 1901 shows the following results: —

Receipts: Postal £281,095, telegraph
£212,415: grand total £488,573. Expen-
diture: Postal £281.096, telegraph £212,-
415: total £488,573; the balance of reve-

nue over expenditure being £22,816.

New Fire Brigade Station.

Although the ceremony of opening
the splendid new quarters which this ’
Auckland City Council has provided
for the Fire Brigade in Pitt-street-.
does not take place for some

the builders have got sufficiently for-
ward with the work for the brigade
to take practical possession.

The arrangements are of an ela-

borate and up-to-date character. The

engine room is extensive and con-

veniently placed, communicating
with the street by three sets of fold-

ing doors.'. The flooring is composed
of Vai de Travers, a material of the
nature of nsplialt, and was laid by
the same firm as is now engaged in

paving Queen-street, namely, the

Neuchatel Asphalte Company? Four

iron pillars and girders support the

ceiling. At the back of the engine
room are six horse boxes, each door
of which is separately supplied with

a magneto arrangement, which en-

ables an operator in the watch room

to throw them allopen instantaneous-
ly. The watch room and battery
room is the first room on the right
hand side on entering. This is the
room where alarms of fire will be

received; where the operator by a

movement of the hand will fling open
the stable doors, set the electric bells
tinkling in every bedroom in the

building, and set the whole staff
astir. Should the firemen be playing
billiards or in the social hall up-
stairs they will be able instantly to
shoot down into the engine room by
means of the two sliding poles which
lead through the ceiling, while the

city in general will be aroused by the

ringing of the six-inch bell hanging
outside—the signal for traffic to keep
clear. The firm alarm system, the

installing of which is now in hand,
will enable alarms to be given from
eighty different parts of the city and
suburbs by the breaking of the glass
face and the pressing of the button.

The rooms alongside the watch

room, and also at the oppo-
site side of the building are bed-

rooms, with the exception of the

room opposite the watch room,
which is to be Superintendent Wol-

ley’s office. The yard at the rear,
with concrete floor and exit to the

street, is well supplied with laun-

dries, carpenter’s and blacksmith’s
shop, lavatories, “coal houses, etc. On
the ground floor, also, there are kit-
chen and dining room, pantries, and
other rooms fortheuseof of the men.

The upstairs portions are reached

by two outside and two inside stair-
cases. The apartments over the

watch room and adjoining rooms are

the foreman’s quarters, and include
three bedrooms, dining-room, kitch-
en, etc. A similar suite at the oppo-
site side of the building form the
realm of the superintendent. A fea-
ture of the yard not yet built will be
a look-out tower, which will be used
for the additional purpose of hose
drying.

The builder is Mr George Baildon.
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The Fire Walkers of Mbenga.

A NATIVE DRESSED FOR THE FIRE.

SPREADING OUT THE HEATED STONES.
SEE LETTERPRESS.

A NOVEL OVEN.—After the ceremony quantities of food in green bundles

are placed on the stones to cook, and covered with greenery and earth.

THE GROUP OF FIRE WALKERS.

THE MEN WALKING ON THE HOT STONES.

Saturday, July IS, 1908. THE NEW ZEALAND GRAPHIC 97



GENERAL NEWS.

Dr. Wohlman, the English balne-

ologwt appointed by the Government

•» take charge of the thermal
springs, reaches Wellington by the
direct steamer Ruapehu on Tuesday.
Utt headquarters will be at Rotorua.

The Kawhia “Settler” states that

a local settler, Mr Mason, brought a

thousand sheep through from tho

Waikato to stock his grazing ground
at Taharoa. This is, it is said, the
largest drive of sheep that has come

through this forty miles of -bush

track from the inland districts.

At a meeting of the committee ap-

pointed at a recent public meeting to

make arrangements for a memorial
for soldiers.who have fallen in South

Africa, it was unanimously resolved

to inform liis Excellency that the

committee cannot see its way to sup-

port the proposals put forward by
His Excellency to establish a vete-

rans’ home in Auckland as a fitting
memorial to soldiers from the Otago
district who have fallen in South
Africa.

Christchurch teachers are very

Indignant at tlie Hoard of
Education’s decision. to appoint
only teachers who have had

charge of a school to headmasterships
and first assistantships in large city
school. They state that, country tea-

chers will have an unfair advantage,
and talk of holding an indignation

meeting.

A “Star” runner named Ilaro'd

Roach, a lad of sixteen, was stuck up

in one of the by-streets in Mount Ros-

kill on Saturday night, by a couple
of young fellows, who relieved him o'

tire ten dozen “Stars” he was de-

livering, and also took his hat. The

runner states that his assailants were

apparently about 20 years of age.

They said nothing to him, but simp y

seized his bags and made off with

them, going towards Kingsland acro-s

the pa/do ks, a number of torn

"Stars” revealing their trail. About

50 of the papers were found hidden

in a paddock yesterday in one of the

hags. The robbery is a singularly
motiveless chc, and the ease is pro-
bably one of larrikinism.

Investigations into the extraordi-

nary yarns published in the “Star”
as to the stripping’ of young wo-

men by masked men in Mount Eden and

•tipper Vineent-street, only go to streng-
then our original surmise that the first

story was the result of a hallucination,
and the second merely invented to give a

show.of truth to the first. The author
of tlie second yarn which was publish-
ed was invited to call at the “Star”

and substantiate the statements

made, but has not yet. done so. We

are more than ever convinced that while

the earlier yarn was more or less manu-

factured, the second was entirely so.

There is every reason to believe in the

sincerity of the parents of the girl in

question, but there is equally strong
ground for believing that the girl her-

self was. says that journal, un-

der some hallucination. The

police fullyo endorse this view of the

ease. Inspector Cullen is not surprised
at'receiving sensational stories, which is

a common occurrence in the official life
of the force. In fact, the Inspector in-
formed a “Star” reporter who saw

him that he at tlie present time had

another communication of a parallel
nature, which was of a "nature that
could not- be published.

It now transpires the outbreak of

anthrax is on the farm of Air C. J.

Storey, of Rangiwaha, near Te Awa-

inntu. Six cattle died while feeding
on turnips, but the remainder were

saved by removal. This is the third

outbreak in Waikato. Each occurred

while cattle were feeding on turnips.
It is reassuring to know the mortal-

ity has ceased. Storey and Ward are

progressing satisfactorily in the hos-

pital, but Cunningham's face is

swelled beytind all recognition and

presents a loathsome sight. He is in

a dangerous condition and is not ex-

pected to live.
The Health Department is inform-

ed that the outbreak of anthrax in
Wa’ikato appeal". to have originated
from the importation of infected

manure not properly sterilised; that

• attic became affected by the manure

nn<l passed on disease to the men

working among them. Several ol

the cases arc serious. The depart-
ment is taking the necessary steps to

prevent the disease spreading.
Mr Robert Cunningham, of Te Ra-

hn, the anthrax patient, died in the

Waikato Hospital on Sunday.
He had improved considerably
since his admission, and his friends

hoped fur his recovery. Yesterday
he appeared well, and spoke to the

matron, but soon afterwards expired
without a struggle.

The deceased was a pioneer settler
in the early days, and served with
Von Tempsky’s Forest Rangers and

also in Major Jackson’s troop of

cavalry at Te Awamutu. He was

very highly respected, and was one

of the most popular settlers in the

district.

Should the scheme of the re-ar-

rangement of Parliamentary electo-

rates proposed by the Representation
Commissioners be given effect to, the

new House of Representatives will
consist of SO members, of whom 41

will represent the North Island and

39 the South Island. The number of

European members returned by each

island will be equal—namely, 38—but

in addition the Maori members have

to be reckoned with. There are four

Maori electorates in the colony, three

being in the North Island and one

in the South. On the basis of the re-

spective native populations in the
North and South Islands, the South

Island Maoris are really not entitled

to a member at all, as out of the total
Maori population of the colony, which

was 43.101 according to last year’s
census, only 2446 live in the South
Island. Each of the North Island
Maori members therefore represents
an average population of about
13.500, whereas the Southern Macri
member only represents less than a

fifth of that number. Including- the
Maori members the North Island will
under the Commissioners’ proposals
have a majority of two in the new

Parliament.

A meeting was held ' > the Public

Hall, Maungaturoto. on Tuesday, July
Ist. Mr W. J. Bailey presided, and

Mr Hy. Cullen and* the Rev. E. C.

Davidson having addressed the meet-

ing, the following resolutions were

passed; proposed by Mr 11. E. Flower

and seconded by Mr W. H. Cullen: —

“(1) That this meeting of Jfcunga-
turoto residents, having heard the

statements made upon the sworn de-
claration of George Fowlds, M.H.R.,
merchant, of Auckland, Chas. E.

Davidson, Congregational minister, of

Maungaturoto, Henry Cullen, store-

keeper, of Maungaturoto, WilliamGit-
tos, Wesleyan minister and mission-

ary to the Maoris, and Wesley
Spra-gg, merchant, Auckland, such de-

claration having reference to the con-

duct of the Stipendiary Magistrate
(Mr T. Hutchison) while he was act-

ing as Chairman of the Waiteinata
Licensing Committee at Its sitting at

Ilelensville on Tuesday, the 10th day
of June, respectfully requests that

the Minister for Justice will cause

enquiry to be made into the charges
contained in that declaration, and, if

such charges are found to be substan-

tiated, to take such action as the ease

demands.” (2) Moved by Mr C. Ford

and seconded by Mr J. Cullen: “That

this meeting enters its strong protest
against the action of the Waitemata
Licensing (Timmittee in thrusting a

license upon a district where it was

neither wanted nor required, especi-
ally as in so doing thev violated the

spirit of the Licensing Act and went
in direct opposition to the expressed,
wish of a majority of four-fifths of

the bona fide residents of the district,
and would respectfully urge the elec-

toral district to vote solidly for re-

duction at the next local option noil

so as to enable us to remove this

wrong from our midst.” (3) Moved

by the Itev. ('. E. Davidson, seconded

by Mr E. J. 'Flower: “That this meet-

ing hereby instructs the Chairman to

convey to the editor of the ‘Star’ our

appreciation of his able advocacy of

the cause of. liberty and justice in
contending against the thrustipg of a

license in our district in violation of

the spirit of the licensing laws and
against the expressed wish of a ma-

jority of the residents of the said dis-

trict.” The meeting was very enthu-

siastic and. considering the state of

the roads, was fairly representative
of the “no license” party in the dis-

trict.

POLITICAL.

Tn the House last week a consider-
able number of petitions were pre-
sented from Christchurch in favour

of the abolition of the totalisator.

Mr Fowlds is to ask what steps the
Government intends to take to equal-
ise the representation of the North

and South Islands in the Legislative
Council.

In reply to Mr Napier, the Post-

master-General said he hoped the

railway arrangements would be such

as to warrant the steamship owners

putting on a daily steamer between
Onehunga and New Plymouth.

In reply to Mr Meredith, the Acting
Colonial Treasurer said the question
of abolishing the mortgage tax would
he dealt with in the Financial State-
ment.

Mr Pirani was informed that the

Government will consider the ques-
tion of making concessions to mem-

bers of friendly societies visiting Ro-

torua, but he thought it would not
be advisable to give one class of per-
sons such a preference.

The Impounding Act Amendment,
which defines the “nearest pound” in
the original Act to mean that pound
which, having regard to the condition
of roads or rivers or the like circum-

stances, can be most conveniently
reached.

In reply to Mr Monk, Sir Joseph
Ward said the great majority of cable

messages received from Mr Seddon

in London were coded, and the impor-
tance of the subjects warranted the
expenditure. Hundreds of cable mes-

sages had been transmitted to Aus-

tralia by- request, and to many pri-
vate persons.

Amongst the motions on the Order

Paper in the House of Representa-
tives was one in the name of Air

George Fowlds, who wants a return

showing—(l) The number and names

of licensed victuallers against whom

informations were laid in the Auck-

land and any other districts, under
the jurisdiction of Mr T. Hutchison,
S.M., for breaches of the Licensing
Acts during the past five years; and
(2) the result of the hearing of such

informations.

Among the papers laid on the table
of the House by the Acting-Premier, one

shows that the revenuefor the year end-
ing 31st December, 1901, amounted to

£3,600,702, the principal heads being:
Funds at Ist January, 1901—Renewal
of premiums, assurance annuity, and en-

dowment, £266,815; interest, £142,449.
The total expenditure was £34,967, and

tlie amount of funds on 31st December,
1901, was £3,285,415. The report of the

Post and Telegraph Department for the

year 1901 shows the following results: —

Receipts: Postal £281,095, telegraph
£212,415: grand total £488,573. Expen-
diture: Postal £281,096, telegraph £212,-
415: total £488,573; the balance of reve-

nue over expenditure being £22,816.

New Fire Brigade Station.

Although the ceremony of opening
the splendid new quarters which the

Auckland City Council has provided
for the Fire Brigade in Pitt-street
does not take place for some weeks,
the builders have got sufficiently for-
ward with the work for the brigade
to take practical possession.

The arrangements arc of an ela-
borate and up-to-date character. The

engine room is extensive and con-

veniently placed, communicating
with the street by three sets of fold-
ing doors.'. The flooring is composed
of Vai de Travers, a material of the
nature of asphalt, and was laid by
the same firm as is now engaged in

paving Queen-street, namely, the
Neuehatel Asphalte Company. Four
iron pillars and girders support the

ceiling. At the back of the engine
room are six horse boxes, each door
of which is separately supplied with
a magneto arrangement, which en-
ables an operator in the watch room

to throw them allopeninstantaneous-
ly. The watch room and battery
room is the first room on the right
hand side on entering. This is the
room where alarms of fire will he

received; where the operator by a

movement of the hand will fling open
the stable doors, set the electric bells
tinkling in every bedroom in the
building, and set the whole staff
astir. Should the firemen be playing
billiards or in the social hall”

up-
stairs they will be able instantly to
shoot down into the engine room by.
means of the two sliding poles which.
lead through the ceiling, while the

city in general will be aroused by the

ringing of the six-inch bell hanging
outside—the signal for traffic to keep
clear. The firm alarm system, the

installing of which is now in hand,
will enable alarms to be given from

eighty different parts of the city and
suburbs by the breaking of the glass
face and the pressing of the button.

The rooms alongside the watch

room, aud also at the oppo-
site side of the building are bed-

rooms, with the exception of the
room opposite the watch room,
which is to be Superintendent Wol-

ley’s office. The yard at the rear,
with concrete floor and exit to the
street, is well supplied with laun-

dries, carpenter’s and blacksmith’s
shop, lavatories, coal houses, etc. On
the ground floor, also, there are kit-
chen and dining room, pantries, and
other rooms for theuseof of the men.
The upstairs portions are reached

by two outside and two inside stair-
cases. The apartments over the
watch room and adjoining rooms are
the foreman's quarters, and include
three bedrooms, dining-room, kitch-
en, etc. A similar suite at the oppo-
site side of the building form the
realm of the superintendent. A fea-
ture of the yard not yet built will be
a look-out tower, which will be used
for the additional purpose of hose
drying.

The builder is Mr George Baildon.
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Some Prominent Wellington Musicians.
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1. The New Building. 2. Ready for work. 3. Interior, showing the collars ready to drop on the horses necks when the animals take

their places in answer to the fire signal.

Auckland Fire Brigade.
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THE BRIGADE AT PRACTICE.

Auckland Fire Brigade.

THE STAFF.

THE STABLES, SHOWING THE ELECTRIC CONTRIVANCE BY

WHICH THE DOORS ARE OPENED.

Saturday, July 12, 1902, THE NEW ZEALAND GRAPHIC. 91



The Rise of a

Lancashire Lad.
THE HOUSE IN WHICH MR. SEDDON WAS BORN, ST. HELENS.

MR SEDDON AT 16 YEARS OF AGE.
AS HE LOOKED IN 1869, WHEN HE

ENTERED THE ROAD BOARD.

THE PREMIER'S RESIDENCE IN MOLESWORTH-STREET, WEALINGTON.

ST. HELENS, LANCASHIR SEDDON'S NATIVE TOWN

MR SEDDON’S HOME UMARA, WESTCOAST.

THE LATEST PORTRAIT OFRIGHT. HON. R. J. SEDDON,P.C.
taken a few days before leftthe colonyfor London.

Wrigglesworth & Binns, photo.
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Uho Caroor of Our

fflremr GM

rn:

RIGHT. HON. R. J. SEDDON, P.C.,

left the colony for London.

HIS APPEARANCE WHEN HE EN-

TERED THE PROVINCIAL COUN-

CIL IN 1878.

MR. SEDDON IN 1897.

THIS WAS HE WHEN HE WAS

ELECTED TO PARLIAMENT IN 1890.

WHERE THE PREMIER WORKS IN THE GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS, WELLINGTON.
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English Amateur Athletic Cham-

pionship Meeting.

At the English Amateur Athletic
Championship Meeting Binks won the
mile race in 4min 16 4-sth see. George
W. Smith (of Auckland, New Zea-

land), won the 120 yards hurdles

in 16sec. W. F. Simpson (of Christ-
church, New Zealand) ran third in
the four mile race.

On Monday a cablegram was

sent to Mr Smith from the members
of the Auckland Amateur Sports' Club

congratulating him upon his victory.
[Geo. W. Smith, besides being Aus-

tralasian hurdle champion, has now
the honour of writing himself 120yds.
hurdle champion of England. Smith,
who has been practically unbeaten
in scratch hurdle events for several

years, easily won the New Zealand
and Australasian hurdle champion-
ships in this city in December last.
Subsequently he was credited with a
record of 15 2-5 sec. in a 120yds. hur-
dle trial. A proposal to send him
to England, accompanied by W. F.
Simpson, the Christchurch distance

champion, to compete in the English
A.A.A. championships at Stamford
Bridge, London, was made shortly
after the New Zealand meeting, and
funds were collected, chiefly in Auck-
land and Christchurch, for the pur-
pose. In the absence of A. C. Kraen-

zlin, the American record breaker.
Smith was generally credited with
being able to silence the opposition,
and this prediction has been verified,
though it was hoped that he would
clock something better than 16 sec.

With Simpson it was different. At
no time has England been so strong
in distance runners as at present
Shrubb, Aldridge, Binks. Gay-Roberts’
and half a dozen others, all being in
the first flight, and none of them
much inferior to Fred Bacon, the
champion of the early nineties. Simp-
son won his races at the champion-
ship meetings here with the greatest
of ease, no one being able to push
him. The mile he won in 4m. 28 2-ss„
with no one to help him along, and
it was thought that he would be able
to improve that time if pushed. How-

ever, 12see. was a little too much to
ask him to cut off. His best distances
were the two and three miles, four
being rather further than he was ac-
customed to run. When fuller reports
arrive it will probably be found that
Shrubb and Aldridge filled the plawv
ahead of Simpson. Birk’s time in th ■
mile, as given in the cable, is onlv
1 l-ssec. outside the world's amateur
record for the distance.]

GEORGE W. SMITH, OF AUCKLAND, NEW ZEALAND.

120 Yards Hurdles Amateur Champion of Australasia and England.

THE EXCURSIONISTS ON THE BANKS OF THE TAMAVUA RIVER.

The Waikare's Fiji Trip.
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The Waikare’s Excursion to Fiji.

The Waikare had au uneventful

voyage to the islands. At Auck-

land the steamer smashed into part
of the wharf. but without

any injury to herself. From Auck-

land onward the weather was rough
from a passenger’s point of view, and

most of the ladies on board spent the

four days in wondering why they came,
and vowing to stay at home henceforth

ami for ever. It was impossible to get

up any entertainments, no land was

sighted, and a good many remained in-

different to the advent of trade winds

and Hying fishes and the constellation of

the Great Bear. But on Sunday the

blank of cabin walls was exchanged for

the first glimpse of coral lands. Passen-

gers swarmed on deck, congratulated
themselves on coming, and enjoyed the

wonders of the tropical scetvry all the

more for their past woes. This was the
first time many on lioard had seen the

tossing surf of the reef and the emerald

green of the shoal water. The Waikare
got to the wharf about four o’clock, and

the 200 passengers wandered about the

town.

Suva, away from the main street, is a

pretty little town embowered in tropical
Aegetation, palms, tree ferns, breadfruit,
shaddocks, with fruit-like huge oranges,
lemon and orange trees, and the narrow-

leaved guava. The gardens are bright
with the brilliant crimson-leaved drae-
cena, the deeper hued velvety kolias,
flowering hibiscus, variegated crotons,
and the fragrant frangipani. The side

streets are cut out of the '•ill, and either
lie in deep, close, hot hollows, or elimb

up steep stone or earthen steps, with

tine views of the harbour and hil’s. One

of the prettiest roads is the Waimanu,
at the back of the town, on a peninsula,
v ith water on both sides. The hollow

glades on either side this road are a

mass of creeping vines, while pretty
houses nestle among the gardens up high
banks. Another pleasant walk is

through the Public Gardens, where the

chief sights are the fountain and pool,
with its tufted water-grasses and blue

water-lilies; and the avenue of "Travel-

lers’ Trees,” each with a straight palm

trunk and a single green fan of leaves at

the top.
The regulation trip from Suva is up

i he Rewa River,where most of the Wai-

kare passengers were taken by launches

on Saturday. After being tossed upami

down in the reef passage, the launch

enters a narrow channel liordered with

low trees. This channel opens out into a

broad, smooth stream. The scenery is

pleasant, though it has no grandeur. The

knolls and slopes of the banks are cov-

ered with sugar canes, planted in rows,
and looking from a distance like fields

of tall corn. In amongst the plantation-
are thatched huts of the Indians, built
for them ty the Fijians in native style.
The duller shades of the eaues are re-

lieved by patches of banana plantations.
The air is soft, warm and moist, and the
sunlight falling on hill and banks turns

patches of vegetation to brilliant emer

aid. Further up the stream the knolls
are higher, and form groups of little

hills with the Indians’ huts clinging to

their sides. This river is l>rettiest from
the banks, and never lovelier than under
the full moon, when the native canoes

are drifting down piled with banana
leaves, tappa, mats and yams, and lit by
the flickering red of the tire-sticks. The

Indian villages are well worth a visit
for any one who has time on shore. Here

the women can be seen in Oriental dress
pounding rice, or drawing water from

deep, open wells, like Rebecca in the
Bible picture. The Nausori Sugar Mill

is the place usually visited by tourists.

It is a whole colony in itself. The com

pany here e mploys altogether about

3,000 Indian coolies, from 500 to 700
working directly at the mill, and the

others on the plantations that supply
it with cane. The street of Indian huts

of black wood, patched with odds ami

ends of rusty corrugated iron, is dirty,
untidy, and the reverse of picturesque, a

great contrast to the houses of the white
overseers and clerks, among flowers and

shrubs and trees. The company has its

own tennis court, and gave its annual

dance this week to the settlers around.
Suva has never before had such a

carnival week as this. It is supris-
ing so much life could crowd into so

(Continued onpage 105.)
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MEKE, OR NATIVE DANCE, AT MBAU.

LEADING FIJIAN CHIEFS AT THE BURUA.
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The Fire Walkers of Mbenga.

A NATIVE DRESSED FOR THE FIRE.

SPREADING OUT THE HEATED STONES.

SEE LETTERPRESS.

A NOVEL OVEN.—After the ceremony quantities of food in green bundles

are placed on the stones to cook, and covered with greenery and earth.

THE GROUP OF FIRE WALKERS.

THE MEN WALKING ON THE HOT STONES.
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The Young King of Spain.

Our cables some little time ago

gave a brief account of the crowning

of Alfonso XIII., the young King of

Spain, and further particulars of the

ceremony are now to hand by the

mail. From all accounts it seem? to

have been a most brilliant affair.

Magnificent sunshine afforded every

opportunity for a grand display,

which was used to the utmost. Mad-

rid was magically transformed into a

dream of colour by means of tapes-

tries and cloths, which covered bal-

conies and housetops.

Amid the acclamations of his sub-

jects and surrounded ny princes of

the blood of every Court in Europe,

the youthful Sovereign of this an-

cient monarchy took the simple oath

with less ceremony than does the

President of France or of America.

The only crown in evidence was the

enormous emblem on the top of Al-

fonso’s coach.

The day’s proceedings began with

the movements of the troops who

marched out to line the kerbs of the

streets along the route. General Wey-

ler. who is directly responsible for the

safety of the young King, took extra-

ordinary precautions to guard against

accident.

He stationed 20,000 men in a double

line along both sides of the route,

and held 20.000 more in reserve for

anv unexpected eventuality. A thou-

sand police were |X)sted round the

Palace, and several hundred more

near the Chamber of Deputies and the

Cathedral. Artillery was held ready

in the Madrid armouries, and in the

side streets were squadrons of cav-

alry prepared to disperse any mob

that might temporarily 'Tet beyond

the control of the infantry. Weyler

personally supervised the distribution

of the soldiers, and practically formed

a troeha of bayonets five miles long

tor Alfonso's safety.

Three hundred thousand persons

saw the procession, and at least half

as manv more tried unsuccessfully

to catch a glimpse of the cortege as

it passed through the streets.

At one o’clock a salvo of artillery

fired from the Palace grounds an-

nounced that the royal procession had

started. It was a long line of

mediaeval uniforms, gaily caparison-

ed horses, and golden coaches, more

brilliant than the most gorgeous Lord

Mayor's Show London ever saw.

The soldiers ami attendants wore

costumes of the time of Charles V. as

a reminder of the period when Spain

was mistress of most of Europe. The

gold lace worn by twenty-five ser-

vants that waited on the King alone

cost £6OOO.

At the head of the procession rode

t wo t rumpeters dressed in red silk,

with the arms of Castllle and Aragon

emblazoned on their breasts. From

their trumpets hung banners with

the Spanish standard on them, and

their horses were covered with a mass

of gold doth.

Following them came twelve rider-

less horses covered in trappings of

doth of gold belonging to the royal-

ties. After these came the Cuiras-

siers.

Their horses were decorated in old

Moorish style, the harness studded
all over with shining metal and long
silk tassels, and the saddles and stir-

rups inlaid with gold. They were fol-
lowed by more courtiers in scarlet

and by a company of Palaee Grena-

diers. the special guardians of the

King. The Grenadiers wore loose silk

blouses embroidered with the royal
arms, red knee breeches and silk

stockings, with big white pom-poms

in their hats.

Immediately preceding the King's

coach was a gorgeous carriage. This

was empty, as is the custom in these

regal processions, to be available in

case of accident to that In which the

King rode.

Alfonso wore for the first time a

field-marshal's uniform with the Or-

der of the Golden Fleece on his coat.

As the sign of his rank he carried a

marshal’s baton, the same one that

belonged to Ferdinand VI. a century
and a-half ago. the last monarch who

brought prosperity to Spain.
The King was greeted with a swell-

ing volume of cheers by the people.

He leaned from the window and wav-

ed his arm in a friendly boyish fash-

ion.

It took an hour for the procession
to reach the Congress building. There

were no decorations; onlv the uni-

forms of the military and officials

converted the sombre chamber into

a brilliant scene.

The president received and conduct-

ed the King and Queen, amid tumultu-

ous cheers, to chairs on the platform.
He then read an address, and Alfonso

replied briefly. The oath was taken

by the King in a loud, clear voice. His

bearing was distinguished by easeand

self-possession, and he won general
admiration.

The party then re-entered the

coaches, and proceeded amid the clan-

gour of the bells to the Church of

San Francisco. Here there was a

most brilliant assemblage of princes

and bishops of the Church in their

gorgeous robes of searlet. of attend-

ants in showy uniforms, palaee

guards in the ancient costume of hal-

berdiers, wearers of foreign uni-

forms, and gaily-dressed women wear-

ing the national mantilla fastened

over a high comb, and caught with

jewels gleaming in the dim church.

Thirty bishops, headed by the Pri-

mate in a golden mitre, received Al-

fonso at the portico, and conducted

the King and Queen, under a canopy
of cloth of gold, to the chancel.

After the Benediction, the Queen-

mother bowed low to her son, who re-

turned the bow. She was then es-

corted to the portico, the King re-

maining till the last. The Court

functionaries and the ladies in wait-

ing had already preceded their Ma-

jesties in order to be at the palace

to receive them.

As the King left the church there

was more ringing of bells, and salvoes

of artillery boomed and crowds cheer-

ed madly.
On the return to the palace his

Majesty held a reception f the for-

eign envoys and other high person-

ages.

H. M. THE KING OF SPAIN.
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THE HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT A FEW HOURS BEFORE THE PROCESSION. H.M. QUEEN CHRISTINA OF SPAIN.

THE ROYAL PROCESSION LEAVING THE PALACE.

THE THRONE-ROOM.

Saturday. July 19. 1909, THE NEW ZEALAND GRAPHIC 99



The Waikare's Excursion to Fiji.

NATIVE GIFTS AT THE INSTALLATION OF THE KING.

FOOD FOR THE NATIVE FEAST AT MBAU.—(Turtles, yams, yanqona
roots, roast pigs, and baskets of cooked provisions.)

A VIEW ON THE RARA AT MBAU DURING THE COURSE OF THE RURUA.

CROWD ON THERURU, MBAU.

SUVA, ON THE MORNING OF 26th, WHEN THE STALLATIONOF KING EDWARD TOOK PLACE.
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NATIVE DANCERS AT MBAU.

AN HISTORIC SCENE.—The Roke Tui Tailevu recognising King Edward as Tui Viti by serving the

Administrator with yanqona as proxy for the King. This ceremony was performed after the cession

of Fiji, when Cakobau (Tha kombau) and the chiefs first acknowledged the supremacy of

Queen Victoria.

PREPARING TO RETURN FROM THE PICNIC ON THE TAMAVUA.
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A Touching Appeal.

“Madam, ’ said the tramp, as a

ntiutlle-aged lady came to the door in

response to knock, “would you
give a poor old man a bite to eat?”

“Why,” r.‘p,.ed the lady, “you are

certainly able to work. You don’t

look very old.”

“Looks are often deceitful, lady.”
answered the wanderer. “1 am old

enough to oe your grandfather."

A moment later he was seated in

the kitehen. and nothing she had in

the pantry was too good for him.

\ FASHIONABLE HOME WEDDING.

Miss Watt is a well known Napier lady, and her husband brother to the hero of Mafeking.

MISS HELEN FERGUS,

Of the William Anderson Dramatic Co., now

touring New Zealand.

MISS WATT (MRS BADEN-POWELL). MR. FRANK BADEN-POWELL,

DR. EDWARD CARO’S PRIVATE HOSPITAIL AND SANITORIUM, TENNYSON ST., NAPIER.
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The Waikare's Excursion to Fiji.

(Continued from page 95.)
.

small a place. Natives and whites

have all given themselves up to en-

joyment with tropical abandon. Night
and day we heard the hollow lali, the

bugle calls, the firing of guns from

the warships, the chanting and shout-

ing of natives, and the strain of the

nailill band. The harbour has been

alive with boats, excursion parties
coming and going in the interinsular

launches, natives in the ir dug-outs,

and outriggers, yachts and steamers.

The Fazilka has just brought from

Calcutta between 700 and 800 Indians.

There are two Japaneses training

ships anchored in the stream, and

the British man-of-war I’ylades, and

an American vessel. Tn the streets

and under the avenue of trees along

Victoria Parade there has been such

a throng of various races as a home-

keeping New Zealander must find as-

tonishing. The distinction between

the Germans, Jews, and British is

quite lost in comparison 'with the

difference between all the whites and

the islanders. Besides the thous-

and of half naked Fijians roaming

along the shore there are the Hin-

dus,'the women and children in dirty

coloured garments, but loaded with

ornaments. Amongst the Islanders

are a fair number of copper coloured

Samoans, Tongans and men brought

from the Solomons. The Japanese

tars rambled about in bands like a

lot of inquisitive schoolboys bavin;

a holiday, trafficking with the na-

tives and playing pranks. The tour-

ists and townpeople were offered en-

tertainments in endless variety, and

the only difficulty was in making a

choice. The great event on Monday
was the Burna at Bau. On Wednes-

day there were horse races, and in

the afternoon pole exercises and na-

tive choir singing. Thursaay (Coro-
nation Day) was fixed on for the in-

stallation of the King, a Coronation

service, grand mekes, review, and

Government House ball. On Friday
should have taken place the fire-

walking, or vilavilairevo, Govern-

ment house garden party, official din-

ner and fireworks, while Saturday
was to be occupied by the regatta.
The King’s illness stopped all pub-
lic functions, but a concert was given
on the Waikane on Thursday evening.
On Friday launches crowded with

the tourists set off for a picnic to

Tamavua, a charming creek bordered

close by tropical vegetation. On

Saturday the Rewa picnic was fol-
lowed by a ball. On shore there

were equal attractions for those who
wanted gaiety, the Warden’s dance,
a smoke concert, the Valdares’

Circus, private mekes and parties, so

that in spite of the disappointment
about the vilavilairevo and the re-

gatta people could not complain of

finding time hang heavy on their

hands. On board nearly every hour

of the day was filled in. After the

tourists had returned from the Tam-
avua picnic the Nailili Band came

and placed on the Waikare. The even-

ing of that day was spent in listen-

ing to the Wesleyan choirs (natives)
singing on deck. The passengers
took the greatest interest in the na-

tives, mixed with them, got them

to write their names, and talked to

any that understood a little English.
A. very good speech was made by Mr

Allen, expressing- the pleasure felt

in the singing and in the sight of the
orderly natives, whose ancestors had
been fierce cannibals. Before they
left the captain had a brilliant dis-

play of fireworks. The effects were

best seen from the shore, but the

most interesting part of the per-
formance to a New Zealander was

the unrestrained rapture, astonish-

ment and terror of the throng of na-

tives who watched the ascending
fiery snakes and red and green stars
and balls, and gave vent to their

emotions in simultaneous shouts and
tremendous exclamations. On Sun-

day a portion of the native (Jubilee)
church was reserved for Europeans,
who had an opportunity of hearing
again the native choir singing. What-
ever the Fijians may become they
certainly have the capacity, being
fine musicians. There is a peculiar
quality in their voices, different from

anything heard amongst Europeans,
and possessing the same fascination
that the music of a new master-

does when we hear it for the first

time. ~ '

SCENES AT MBAU.

The picnic to Mbau was an excur-

sion into the realm of the wildest and
strangest romance of the South Seas.

It was rather like a fantastic dream
or the scenes of a grotesque panto-
mime than n bit of every-day life.
The canoes, the thatched houses, the
thousands of natives, the weird
chanting, the extrordinary costumes

and war- paint, the ‘dances and the
stacks of food were so utterly unlike

our quiet hum-drum life in New Zea-

land towns that they seemed hardly
to belong to reality at all Mbau it-

self is not a very beautiful island; in

fact, it is rather bare and dry for

this part of the world. But it is im-

possible to approach its strip of

shore and its one hill without some

emotion. This little island in the

early days deserved a place in the

kingdom of hell. Not even the pen of

Dante could describe the horrors of

the past, scenes more terrible than

those he saw on the “sea of everlast-

ing ice,” or among the burning
tombs. Here the tormenting devils

were men wholly given over to the

worship of evil. Fearful tales have

come d<wn to us from missionaries

who were eye-witnesses, but even

they tell us it was impossible for

them to describe the worst. Here old

Tanoa reigned, the cannibal king,
who had an offending relative of his

slowly dismembered, and drank his

blood. This was the king who re-

turned from war with numbers of in-

fants dangling from the masts of his

boat. His son, who afterwards be-

came famous as Thakombau, king or

overlord of all Fiji, at five years old,
murdered his first victim, who was

held down while the boy clubbed him

to death. When Tanoa diedit fell to

Thakombau’s 10l to strangle his own

mother. In his days, even after the

missionaries had arrived, fearful can-

nibal orgies were held, and hundreds

of human victims were tortured, but-

chered and then cast into the ovens.

Yet this terrible chief became con-

verted, and died a devout Christian

amidst the prayers and tears of his

family and friends. The former

things have passed away, and to-day
there is not a heathen left amongst
the thousands assembled at the old

capital. As the steam launch, Andi

Raronga, got near Mbau, we saw a

small fleet of boats, yachts, launches,
row-boats, and the queer canoes and
outriggers of the natives, with their

one triangular mat-sails. The Fijians
were gathered on the shore in great
numbers, while others were wading
over across the shallow water from

the mainland. The native town has

larger and finer houses than those of

the other Fijian villages. They are

all of the tent-shaped pattern, with

a projecting ridge pole. One I saw

had its sides covered with a well-de-

signed matting, another had both

roof and outside walls thatched with

dry leaves, another was of reed and

grass. In the middle of the town,

taking the place of our town square,
is a green or common used for open-
air gatherings. In the centre is a

large bure, lately built for Council

meetings, or for entertaining visi-

tors. It stands high up on the site

of Vatuni-Tawaki, the heathen tem-

ple of the god Tawaki. It has raised

foundations of earth faced with

stones, in two circular teraces from
about eight to twelve feet high, with
two flights of ladder steps leading up
to the top. The ceremonies of the

day were begun when a pathway was

cleared for the Acting-Administrator,
Mr. Allardyce, and his party. Bong
rolls of tappa (the printed native
cloth made of the bark of a tree)
were laid down, and rows of natives

and Europeans stood on either side.

The Governor and his aide-de-camp
—resplendent in cocked hat and uni-

forms, loaded with gold laia -as-

cended the bure, and on entering sat

down on chavs at the farther end.
On the matting that covered the
floor a number of native chiefs sat in

a crouching attitude, used with them

to denote respect, before a chief,
while the Waikane’s white passengers

crowdci in at the numerous doors
and stood round the walls. The in-

terior of this bure is of beautiful

workmanship. The roof is formed of
crossed beams, bound together with

sinnet, plaited in shades of colour
varying from red to yellow and
brown. The side walls , also arc dc-

corated with this sinnet, which in

the hall-light has almost the effect
of carving. All the proceedings were

in the Fijian tongue. This language
has been called the Italian of the

Pacific, on account of its flowing
vowel sounds. The Administrator

spoke a few words, the chiefs reply-
ing with deep, long-drawn exclama-

tions. Fijian voices, especially when

they break gradually out into chant-

ing, have the vibration of some organ
notes. ‘ When you have heard them

once or twice you seem to catch in

them the sound of tropical seas and

trade winds in the palms. After the
speech an old chief approached in a

bending, half-kneeling, posture, and

presented some polished whales’
teeth strung together on sinnet. This

was the customary present to a great
chief, and whales’ teeth were at one

time the most valuable of all posses-
sions. The public were then turned

out. and the chiefs, in presence of

the Administrator and his party,
threw off their clothes in token of

having ended their mourning for the

late Queen.

The scene then shifted to the open

green, where the vice-regal party sat

at one end of a circle. Next to Mrs

Allardyce, chatting familiarly with
her and laughing affably, was the

greatest princess of the Isles, Andi
(Lady) Thakombau, a grand-daughter
of its last King. Andi Thakombau

is a handsome woman, with an ex-

pression of intelligence and amiabil-
ity. She wore a loose black skirt and

a loose, frilled chemise of black silk,
quite in the native style, only better

made, and her head, feet and arms

were bare. A new mat, fringe I with

red wool, was unrolled in front of

the party, and on it sat, the Gover-

nor's native A.D.C., Deve Togaivalu.
a fleshy native with rather an agree-
able face, A circular space was left

vacant, and round it crouched hun-

dreds of natives. Ou all sides one

could see the ring of heads, surmount-

ed by mops of furry hair, dyed flaxen

reu. and trained to stand on end. One

head-dress that 1 saw must have, been

nearly two feet, high. Round this
extraordinary circle of heads stood

the excursionists, girls in light prints
and muslin blouses and gauze veils,
and young men in spotless tropical
suits of white, while everywhere the

photographers and their cameras

were pushing in to the front, and the

cinematograph was busily clicking

away. At the opposite end from the

Governor three fine young native men,

glistening with cocoanut oil, decorat-
ed with thick wreaths of ornamental

grass, ginger flowers and coloured

leaves, and wearing- stilus of printed
tappa, began pounding the yangona
root. It was thrown into a great
bowl, water was brought in vases of

Fijian pottery, poured in, and mjxed
by the hand. Two other natives kept

straining it through fibres of the van

bark, and, after a lengthy process of

mixing and clearing, while the circle

of natives around chanted at inter-

vals, a cup formed of half a cocoanut,

glistening inside, was filled and offer-

ed to the Governor. The native

A.D.C. was next served, and then
came other chiefs, the Roko Tui

Mbau and the patriarchal Roko Tui

Bua, a man of the highest character

and intelligence. A few other Euro-

peans drank. Each, as he drained

the cup, threw it dotvn with a' twirl,
the natives clapping their hands to-

gether. Throughout the ceremonies,
including a short speech by the Roko

Tui Bua, and a long one by the Ad-

ministrator, dwelling on the late
Manama and the new Tui Viti, the

Fijians behaved with the greatest
propriety, and even solemnity. The

chiefs presented in turn whales’
teeth, food, and also a velvet bag con-

taining (Soins to the value of £1603,
collected among the natives, towards

the Queen’s Memorial Fund. While

this drama was going on there were

to be seen in the background, like the

soldiers and pilgrims who march
through at the back of the stage dur-

ing a performance, n stream of na-

tives, principally women, passing
down to the shore, bearing loads of

food in baskets covered with banana
leaves and slung at each end of a

bamboo pole. The assembled people
then dispersed in various directions,
most of the tourists going down to

the beach to enjoy the lunch provided

by the Waikare’s officers, while a few
of the more eager sightseers .strolled
about to see the natives dressing for.
the meke. In full dress they are

such sights as one could not
dream of without seeing. Thex
are oiled all over, thelg
faces are painted with a soiot-
black powder made of crushed
seeds. Some had their bodies, especi-
ally the upper part, brilliant crimson-
red, dyed with tumeric. Some had
the red in spots, others had dabs of it
on their faces, one or two having jet
black faces and crimson noses. Their,
hair stood straight up on end, and in
it was stuck waving plumes of wiry
grass and twisted coloured wool.
Wreaths hanging from the shoulders
to the waist were made of all sorts of
materials, ornamental bark of the van

tree, lace bark strips, some their na-

tural colour, some dyed orange or

red, forest leaves, great and small,
green or variegated, flowers (some ar-

tificial), shejls, whales’ teeth, all
served for decoration. The fringed
aulus, formed of plaited belts and

long fringes, were of similar material,
but even more extraordinary, somo

having immense bows of tappa, like

huge bustles. Necklaces, armlets,
and bracelets of beads and shells, with

polished white cowries, finished the

most extraordinary costume the brain
of man could devise. As they moved

they rustled like the palm branches

in the wind. In their hands they car-

ried palm fans, fringed with coloured
wool. They approached each other

in two companies, differently attired,
red predominating in one, yellow and

black in the other. They
a sort of club dance, advancing in

measured tread with resounding
shouts, their limbs working in a con-

vulsive agitation. Then followed the

waving of their curved and polished
clubs. The scarlet and black faces

and bodies, the gleaming white of

eyes and teeth, the waving arms and

poised clubs, and the sudden twirl

round with stilus and wreaths quiver-
ing and shaking, was like a fairy pan-
tomime or a scene out of a child’s

picture book. It was difficult to rea-

lise that these extraordinary beings
were human and not creatures of the

imagination.. This meke, for which

great preparations had been made,

was practically the end of the per-

formance, but even the few steps
down to the boat were full of enter-

tainment. The Fijians, including
some of the meke dancers, thronged
round the tourists, selling shells,

pineapple clubs, yangona bowls, bas-

kets, and even the gay clothes they
had danced in. A royal feast had

been piled up near the shore, .great
stacks of yams, as high as a email

house, half-cooked turtles, pigs roast-

ed whole, and cooked puddings wrap-

ped in green banana leaves. Our

stay was only too short for all there

was to be seen. ,

THE FIRE WALKERS OF MBENGA.

The greatest “draw” amongst the

Fijian celebrations w.u the vilavilairevo,

or fire-walking. Some of the passengers
from Australia had come almost entirely
for the purpose of seeing it. As a spec-

tacle it is not remarkable, but it is

something in the nature of a miracle, so

that there was very great disappoint-
ment when the. official performance at

Suva was stopped by the news of the

King’s illness. Mr Dunean, the man-

ager of the Union Company at Suva,
made every effort to prevent the tourists

returning ’home disappointed, and on

Saturday it was announced that lie had

made private arrangements with the

chief of the fire-walkers to have the

“miracle” at Mbenga. The passengers
were taken off in the Kia. Ora, and car-

ried ashore through the shallow water

by the natives. The smoke of the fire

could be seen some distance away as the

Kia Ora got near Mbenga. We examined
the “oven” at our leisure, as there was

an hour or more to wait before the pre-
parations were completed. It was a cir-

cular pit about 15 feet or so across, situ-

ated in a palm grove close to a littla
stream. In the pit were great branches
blazing away, and thb heat was

so fierce that it was impossible to

stand near for more than a minute,

or two. Stones from the rocks and

shore were piled high upon the wood,
the flames were leaping amongst
them, and in some parts they were

red hot. While wc were waiting one
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of the stones exploded, and fell in

pieces out of the oven. About 200

Europeans gathered round in a cir-
cle, just far enough off to prevent
being scorched.

Several natives sat up in trees and
in the palm branches to get a good
view. A number of brawny Fijians
came out from the trees and hauled

out the big logs, raising them by
means of long piles at the end of

which were nooses made of a forest

creeper like our supplejack. This

noose was thrown round some pro-
jecting branch and the whole log was

hauled out with the peculiar chants
and deep “00-00, ah-11-h” character-

istic of this people. Next the poles
were placed in between the stones,
and bj- a very ingenious method they
were turned over and the pile reduc-

ed to a level. The fire walkers now

made their appearance, well oiled

with cocoanut oil and decorated with

fringe sulus and massive wreaths of

leaves and flowers, but otherwise

naked. Dr. Fulton examined closely
the feet and hands of one of the fire’

walkers, but could detect nothing on

The twelve Fijians then step-
t»ed on the smouldering stones,
walked round them the whole circle,
and then left the oven. Other na-

tives now threw green branches on

jttnd the fire walkers entered the oven

hgain and this time sat down on the

Stones. More green boughs were

thrown on, and a dense smoke arose.

The fire walkers jumped out of the

thick cloud somewhat hurriedly.
Their faces during the performance
looked “intense,’.’ and they walked

rather quickly. The green boughs
were smouldering around them, but

neither their skin nor their sulns

were injured. They walked about

amongst the people and had their

photographs taken. One of them

afterwards carried me through the

sea to the boat.

I tried to test the heat of a stone

on the oven, cooler than those far-

ther in, but it was too hot to do

more than touch it for an instant

with the tip of the finger. Several

passengers (including myself)
brought away bits of the hot stone

as mementos. They were placed in

split cocoanuts, or suspended in

green withes to be carried, and part-
ly cooled by dipping them in the

stream. One' faet, of which the most

sceptical must be convinced, is that

the fire is real fire. The Fijians
brought baskets of draoena roots to

be roasted on the stones after the

fire-walking was over, heaped on

more leaves, and covered it over with

earth their ordinary method of

roasting. But even so, we saw some

smoke still rising as we left Mbenga.
The vilavilairevo does not seem to

be a ceremony or to*have any reli-

gious significance in Fiji. Only one

tribe in the entire group possesses
this extraordinary power. Sir James

Thurston, while Governor of Fiji, had

the ceremony performed by men of

this tribe, in the presence of 500 spec-
tators. He also had translated into

English the Fijian legend of the ori-

gin of fire walking. In the olden

days, says the legend, the men of

Navakesese, a village of Mbenga, used

to meet at a bure to listen to a

famous storyteller, to whom each in

turn gave free gifts of food. One day
it was the turn of the chief,Tut Qalita,
.who promised to dig out a great eel

from a hole. But when he set to

work, be had to dig and dig a long
time before he could reach anything.
He then put in his arm, and pulled
out first some hibiscus leaves, then

some tapa. Digging the hole still

depeer he felt the hand of a man,

then his throat, and at last hauled

trim out by the arm.

The man, whose name was Tui Na-

moliwai, elapped hands in front of

Qalita, in the fashion of a

Fijian suppliant, and begged that his

life might be spared, promising Tui

Qalita that he would be his god of

war or of tiqa (a game of skill), of
calling or of women. But Tui Qalita
•said he could do and get all he wanted

by himself, and must give Namoliwai
to the storyteller.

TO BE EATEN.
The captive god then promised him

the power of being roasted in an

oven for four days without being
hurt. The ovenwas prepared; Namo-
tiwal descended into It, and called to

Qalita to follow. He did bo and re-

malned unhurt. Namotiwai’s Hfe was

spared, aud he granted to Qalita and
Ills descendants for ever the power
of walking through the oven with-

out receiving any injury.
One of the first to witness fire-

awiking in the Islands was Miss Te-
nira Henry, of Honolulu, but her ac-

count was received with incredulity,
and the Polynesian Society refused to

guarantee its truth. From a scienti-

fic point of view the most remark-

able exhibition was that at Raro-

tonga, when Colonel Gudgeon, the

well-known British Resident of the

island, and three other Europeans,
followed by 200 Maoris, walked across

burning stones. All but one were un-

scathed, and this man got badly
burned. Colonel Gudgeon says that

the sensation was like that of elec-

tric shocks. Half an hour after he

had crossed the priest threw a green
branch on the oven, and in a quarter
of a minute it was blazing. The in-

terest of this occasion arises from its

disproving altogether two theories by
which people often try to explain
away the performance. The power

has nothing to do with hardness of

the feet, nor with any special pre-

paration, for Colonel Gudgeon, whose

authority is above dispute, mentions

that the soles of his feet were par-

ticularly tender. The Maoris claim

that their ancestors performed the

feat, but said that it had long gone
out of use. Scientific investigation
proved it to be widespread in India,
Japan and Mauritius. In India it is

a religious ceremony, connected with

the worship of Kali, or of Draupati,
and it is also performed by the

priests in Japan.
Harding suggests that it may have

originated among the Egyptians, and

have been one of their religious “mys-
teries,” acted like the Christian “mys-
teries” in the Middle Ages. In that

case it would be a representation of

the judgment of departed spirits, who

are said to anoint themselves, and

in pure white garments, holding a

palm branch, to cross over inextin-

guishable fire. In some places the

fire-walkers still carry green boughs
in their hands. He also connects it

with the ordeal by fire, practised in

the Middle Ages. Fire-walking is as

near as we can get to a miracle in

our days. I have, however, seen a

cook often pick up a lump of red-

hot coal in her hands and throw it

back on to the fire, without suffer-
ing the slightest injury, and I have

heard of similar feats performed by
people accustomed to furnaces. The

most we can say about fire-walking
is that it is a matter of faith, or an

example of the power of mind over

matter, and when we have said that

no one is any the wiser than before.

It remains still an unexplained mys-

tery.

INSTALLATION OF THE KING.

Thursday morning, 26th June,
was the time appointed for installing

King Edward as Tui Viti, Supreme
Chief in Fiji. The significance of the

ceremony could not be appreciated
without a brief backward glance at

Fijian history. Fiji, which had been

divided amongst numerous bribes,
found its first supreme chief in the

great Thakombau the first to re-

ceive the title of Tui Viti. But to-

wards the close of his reign Thakom-

bau fell into many troubles. The

usurping* Tongan chief, Maafu,
wrested half the islands from him,
and on the occasion of some injury
being done, the Americans almost

ruined him with claims for heavy
compensation. He first attempted to

cede Fiji to Britain in 1859, but the

offer was refused, and it was not till

1874 that Sir Arthur Gordon formally
accepted Fiji as a possession of Great
Britain. Grand ceremonies were held

then amongst tile natives, many of

them identical with those which

were performed to-day. Thakombau,
after addressing the assembled

natives, asked Sir Arthur to be pre-

sent at the native ceremony of

drinking yangona, among the chiefs

at Mbau, while they saluted
him with their hands as a superior.
On the Governor’s arrival Thakombau

led him through the streets by the

hand to his ow n residence. The next

morning took place the solemn yan-

gona drinking, Fijian speeches, and

presentation. The deed of cession

had previously been signed by all

the high chiefs of Fiji, beginning

with Thakombau and Maafu. The

gathering to-day was on a far larger
scale than that of Cairty years ago.

The crowd was a mingling of nearly
a score of race* and nationalities,
predominant amongst them the

Fijians in white shirts and sulus, the

Indians in many coloured garments,
head dresses and ornaments, the
little olive-skinned Japanese tars, and

Europeans, the ladies and children in

dainty summer muslins and laces.

Processions of people kept passing
in towards the- end of the rara. The

Native Constabulary arrived, dres-

sed in uniforms of dark blue shirts
and white sulus. About a quarter of
an hour later came the Catholic
Bishop, Vidal, in his purple robes fol-

lowed by priests in black; then a

procession of Catholic school child-

ren, first the English in white and

blue, then a stream ci native little

ones, alSo in white, accompanied by
the sisters and Mother Superior.
Next to arrive was the Nailili Brass

Band, fine native musicians. A high
turbaned Hindu Sirdar stood near

keeping watch over his own race-

About ten o'clock the Administrator,
dressed in black military uniform, en-

tered the booth, which had been turn-

ed into a bower of tropical greenery
for the occasion. He was accompani-
ed by his suite, and by the Japanese

captain, Iwasaki. These all took their
seats on the platform. On the mats

in front of them sat aU the chiefs, in

a series of semi-circles. Just outside

were piled the love-gifts to the Am-

ministrator, as representative of the

Tui Viti. There was enough South
Sea merchandise here to stock a

store with, but it seems it is all a

matter of display and is re-distribut-
ed afterwards amongst the natives-

There were about a dozen large tur-

tles, one still moving convulsively;
piles of yams, and rolls of sinnet. One

roll had been made into an ornamen-

tal monument, twisted in patterns of
brown and white sinnet, aud orna-

mented with a spire of polished
white cowries. There were also in-

numerable mats, baskets of native-
prepared salt, and heaps, of tappa.
The scene was opened by the yan-

gona makers, fine men, well-oiled and

wreathed, moving forward and mix-
ing and straining the yangona. It

was served in the "same manner as

at Mbau, first to the Governor, then

to Ratu Tavita (Mata, in Vanua, lite-
rally, eye of the land), then to the
chief of Mbau, Ratu Khandavu Levu.

The Japanese officers drank with

many grimaces, and amongst other

Europeans the cup was drained by
Ratu Woods, the only white man

who has ever been adopted as a

Fijian chief. The usual clapping
(with the hollow of the hand) went

on, and the usual shouts and deep

breathing of “ah oo” sound.
One or two of the chiefs; notably

Ratu Joseph Lala, who was educated

’in Sydney, and usually dresses like a

white man, were rather ashamed of

reverting to Fijian dress and ways,
and most of the chiefs throughout
looked awkward, and scarcely raised

their voices above a whisper. An

exception was the Roko Tui Bua,
who made an excellent speech in Fi-

jian, outlining the history of Thak-

omfoau’s cession of Viti. “We are all,
but one,” he said, “of a younger gen-
eration than the chiefs who signed
the deed, but we rejoice to be called

children of the King.” The solitary
survivor of the chiefs who signed sat

behind, the Roko Tui Dreketi, bald

and withered, like a mummy. The

Administrator in his speech told the

people that the King they had come

to crown was ill, and that the Coro-

nation service would be postponed.
He gave the natives the King’s
thanks for the honour done to the

late Queen's memory, in the Bitrua

held at Mbau, and read them the Roy-
al letter, saying that since the day
when they put themselves under her,
she, the ruler of an Empire that
stretched from the rising to the set-

ting sun, had never ceased to watch

over them, and had never forgotten
that she was Tui Viti. The letter

concluded by urging the natives to

pay all dues, to obey the Governor,
and his laws, as belonging to the
King, and not to listen to anyone
who would stir them up to disobedi-
ence. The Administrator then de-

clared that on this day of rejoicing
the expatriated chiefs (who had been

deported for getting up a petition

to the King) had been recalled
After the speeches, the chiefs came

up one by one, repeated the oath of

allegiance in low, tremulous tones

with as much nervousness as if they
were all being married, put their no-

ses (the Fijian way of kissing) to the

Sacred Book, signed their names,
and received their staffs of office as

Rokos of their province®.
In the afternoon a still greater

crowd, some say about a thousand

whites and nine thousand Fijians, as-

sembled to see the mekes, for which
elaborate preparations had been

made.

The white and coloured garments
produced quite a different colour ef-

fect from that of a mass of black-

clad colonials. Under the shade of

the spreading tui and mango and
breadfruit trees, along the shore, and
in the paddock the dancers were fin-

ishing their costume. Their appear-

ance simply baffles description, aud
I can only refer you to pictures of
wood sprites and imps and demons.

Some had boars’ tusks, some shell

breastplates; all wore immense frills

of green leaves, roots or a kTnd of

lace-bark; all were painted in patches
soot-black or crimson, and wore ex-

traordinary top knots. The wrong
was eagerly waiting for them, and

the non-human figures began to

move through the trees towards tho

grassy circle, when suddenly all was

stopped. A cable had come to Go-

vernment House. The uncrowned

King was dying. All festivities were

put away. No ball, no garden party,
no fire walking, or regatta. Suva

sank into a state of collapse. The

meke dancers rubbed off their war-,

paint, put off their fringes and
wreaths, and donned shirts and sulus-

Natives and Europeans wandered

aimlessly back to town. The sun,

which had been shining brilliantly,

became sympathetically hidden, and

big masses of tempestuous looking
vapour, streaked with sword flashes

of silver, rolled up from behind the

hills. A more abrupt and sensational
conclusion has seldom overtaken such

extensive preparations.

T\fESSR<S GEO. S. GOLD3BRO' AND
M HENRY L. WADE

Having: this day entered into Partner-

ship. will, on and after Ist of July, 1902,

Practise at

NOS. 320 and 321, VICTORIA ARCADE

(3rd Floor)

Under the style of

GOLDSBRO’ AND WADE,

ARCHITECTS AND BUILDING SUR>

VETOES.

Telephone 1043. P.O. Box 109.
Ist July, 1902.

UCKL A N D TRAMWAYS.

BEST ADVERTISING MEDIUM IN
THE CITY.

Advertisements in Our Cars are Read by
Thousands Dally.

3d—TICKETS—3d
3d—TICKETS—3d

REDUCED TO 2/6 PER DOZEN.
REDUCED TO 2/6 PER DOZEN.

To be had from Inspectors on the Cars,
or at Our Office, near the Wharf.

FOR PRIVATE HIRE AT LOWEST
RATES.

Cabs, Brakes, Horses. Buses, Bugsies,
etc., for Evening and Picnic Parties.

Telephone-Nos-Queen-st.. 318; Ponsonby
323: Epsom, 313.

RAPIER & JjUTZHERBERT,

SOLICITORS.

N.B.—MONEY TO LEND on Freehold
and Chattel Security at Current Rates

of Interest.

VICTORIA ARCADE,
Queen-st. Auckland.

Of Joan of Arc we've often read,

How she her gallant soldiers led.

Till most of France she did retake.

And she herself burnt at the stake.

Those days are past, the world grows
old.

But still we often catch a cold.
To keep oft which we can assure.

The use of WOODS' GREAT PEPPER-
MINT CURE.

Clarke's World-Famed Blood Mixture.— ‘ The
most searching Blood Cleanser that science and
medicalskill have brought to light,' Sufferers
fromScrofula. Scurvy Kczems, Bad Leas. Skin
andBlood Diseases, Pimples and Sores of any
kind are solicited to give It a trial to tost Its
rains. Thousands of wonderful curod barn
been effected by it. Bottles 2s. M. each, sold
everywhere. Beware of worthless imitations
aud aubstltutaa.
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MusicandDrama.

Jennie Opie, of the fine voice and

sumptuous figure, is doing good busi-

ness with Rickards in Melbourne.

The Auckland Amateur Dramatic

Club put up “The Guv'nor” as their

initial attempt. Rehearsals com-

mence at once.

Pollard’s Opera Company reopen in

Dunedin on Wednesday, July 9; for

five nights. Oamaru follows on

July 15; Timarn, 16th, 17th and 18th;
Christchurch, 21st, 22nd, 23rd and

24th; and Wellington on July 26.

In Adelaide the Janet Waldorf

Company have made their best hit

with “A Royal Divorce.” At the Tivoli

Theatre, in that city, “The Wrong Mr

Wright” (Willoughby-Geach Com-

pany) is still running.

The World’s Entertainers close

their Auckland season this (Wednes-
day) evening. They have done sim-

ply enormous business, and the musi-

cal burglar is pronounced the fun-

niest man of his kind ever seen south

of the line. This scribe thinks so too.

Wirth's Circus continues to attract

a fair share of public patronage in

Auckland. “Dick Turpin’s Ride to

York” is the chief novelty this week.
Meanwhile Mons. Ragoul is exceed-
ingly busy in his new training opera-
tions, which, as before stated, include
the lioness and the camel.

The Hokitika Operatic Society
scored a very high degree of success

with the second representation of

“Des Cloches de Corneville,” the piece
going splendidly. The opinions ex-

pressed as to the great success of. the

first performance were fully confirm-

ed, and some visitors fr"~m the North

expressed the hope that the opera
would be produced at Greymouth at
an early datg.

The Wellington Amateur Dramatic

and Operatic Society has just conclud-

ed an excellent season with the “Yeo-
men of the Guard,” which has result-

ed in takings averaging £9O nightly
for eight performances. At the con-

clusion of the farewell night a very
enjoyable supper was given by the
Company, and during the proceedings
Miss Amy Murphy, who took the part
of Elsie Maynard, was presented by
the ladies of the chorus with a dainty
little gold charm, in the form of a
tambourine. Miss Murphy has been

engaged to sing at various concerts
in Wellington before returning to her
home in Dunedin.

Mr Ernest Vere, who played juve-
nile in the Brough Company when in
New Zealand, and who has received

many encouraging notices from Don-
don critics, goes to America after

present company disbands. Previous-
ly he refused one temporary offer
from that country in order to have
a look in at Australia. Mr Vere is a

keen sportsman, good shot, and ar-

dent follower of hounds. He was

seen in rather unsatisfactory parts
in New Zealand, and was rather
hardly handled by one or two critics.

So far as this colony is concerned,
the dramatic columns of our news-

papers and magazines might as well
close down for a month or so. There

was no news last week, and there is

less this, if one may be permitted an

Irishism. The majority of the thea-

tres are closed, and likely to remain

so for a considerable time to come.

Saturday night sees the Auck-

land Opera House closed till Septem-
ber 22. And after Saturday evening
next the Princess’, Dunedin, has no

dates booked till October 25. The

Royal, Christchurch, is to have visits

from the Anderson Dramatic Com-

pany, and the Pollards in August, and

Wellington is also to have the Pol-

lards, but in both these places these

are the only engagements till Novem-

ber and October respectively. In

Wanganui the Anderson Dramatic

Company play for a week from next

Saturday, and then that house closes

from July 19th tillDecember 26th. It

will be seen, therefore, that this is

very much the winter of our discon-

tent.

At the recent concert given by Mr

Webbe, of Auckland, one of the pleas-
ing features of the evening was the

distribution of a large number of

certificates (28) gained by pupils at

last year’s examinations of the Asso-

ciated Board R.A.M. and R.C.M. and

Trinity College, Dondon. Included

were one certificate pianist, T.C.L.,
four local centre Ass.Bd. R.A.M. and
R.C.M., and eight school, in all 13 for

pianoforte playing; while in the theo-

retical divisions 15 certificates were

presented in connection with the col-
leges named. When presenting the

certificates in a few apropos remarks

Mr Webbe mentioned that there were

only two failures at last year’s exa-

minations, and that none of the pupils
had previously entered for any of the
examinations for which they held cer-

tificates. This certainly speaks very
highly for the sound musical instruc-

tion given by that gentleman and his

assistant teacher, Miss M. Spooner.

The 102nd open evening for visitors

in connection with Mr W. H. Webbe’s

School of Music, Auckland, eventuat-

ed on Thursday last. The pro-

gramme was of a high order of me-

rit. The ensemble playing was

thoroughly artistic, both technique
and expression receiving due atten-

tion. The magnificent and difficult

overture to Wagner’s “Tannhauser,”
arranged as a piano quartet, was ex-

ceedingly well played by Misses E.

and G. Spooner, M. Anderson and M.

Webbe, pupils of Miss Spooner. A

first-rate rendering of one of Beetho-
ven's Symphonies was given by
Misses M. Spooner, M. Mitchell, W.

Dambourne, and Mr Webbe. The

final quartet, “The Revel of the
Witches”. (Holst) was well played by
Misses Aiderton, Eoubister, Fuller,
and Mr Morton, as was also the ar-

rangement of Schubert’s “Erl King,”
on organ and piano, by Misses Stone

and Hughes. The pianoforte solos de-

serve special mention. Miss Mit-
chell’s rendering of one of Beetho-

ven’s Sonatas was very fine, particu-
larly in the final movement (Rondo).
Miss Anderson’s rendering of Cho-
pin’s “Polonaise in C sharp minor”

was most artistic, and well deserved

the round of applause given at its

conclusion. One of the younger
pupils, Miss G. Spooner, played from

memory Chopin’s “Nocturne in F

minor,” and Mendelssohn’s “Spinning
Song”; in the latter she was parti-
cularly successful. Herr Kreutzer

played for the first time a delightful
“Romanze,” by Svendsen. Mr Hamil-
ton Hodges delighted the audience
with his three vocal numbers—“Eve-

ning Star” from the opera "Tanuhau-

ser,” and two charming little mor-

ceaux of Mendelssohn's. The accom-

paniments throughout were artisti-
cally played by Mr Webbe

BERNHARD WALTHER’S CONCERT.
Announcement is made on this

page of a grand and novel concert to

be given in the Opera House on

Thursday evening, 17th July, by Bern-

hard Walther, the famous Belgian

violin virtuoso. This will be the first

appearance of this young artist in

Auckland, and, being assisted bv a

strong vocal and instrumental pro-

gramme. a musical treat is anticipat-
ed. The comments of the Wellington
press and other Southern papers
soeak of Bernhard Walther as one of
the greatest violinists who has ever

visited these colonies, while his Am-

erican and European reputation
seems to be one of considerable

standing. The box plan opens at

Wildman, Dyell and Arey’s on Friday
next. 11th July.

SOME WEDDINGTON MUSICIANS.

Mr Maughan Barnett and Herr Max

Hoppe have just concluded in Wel-

lington their fourth series of con-

certs, the chief aim of which has

been the performance of concerted in-

strumental music. The programmes
of their last three concerts included

remarkably fine trios for piano,- vio-

lin and ’cello by Max Bruch, Hans

Huber, and Rheinberger, which were

played for the first time in Welling-

ton. In addition to these works Bee-

thoven’s F major Sonata for piano
and violin, Huber’s Sonata in B flat
for the same instruments, and Gade’s
Novelletten for piano, violin, and ’cel-

lo, were given, and the concert-givers’
solos were taken from the works of
Diszt, Rubinstein, Rachmaninoff, Max

Bruch, Hoffmann, and others. The

performers during the series included
Mr Maughan Barnett (piano), Herr

Max Hoppe {violin), Mr Arthur

Hamerton (’cello), and Mr Cyril Tow-

sey, who took the piano part in the
Beethoven Sonata and most of the

accompaniments, the remainder be-

ing played by Miss Florence Prouse.

The business arrangements were

undertaken by a committee of in-

fluential ladies and gentlemen, with

Mr A. G. Kemp as secretary. Mr

Maughan Barnett used at these con-

certs a very fine Hopkinson Grand

piano, specially sent to him by the

manufacturers for use during a reci-
tal tour which he is now arranging.

On another page of this issue we

give portraits of the gentlemen men-

tioned above. The pictures arc from

photos by Messrs. J. H. Brown. Wiek-

ens, Berry and Co., and Kinsey and

Co.

Who hasn't bean attacked by Grtppa.
And languished in its hold;

How many give this life the slip.
Neglecting cough or cold.

Gaunt men with cough and hollow

cheek.

Whose death seems almost sura.

Can pick up health if they but seek

For WOODS’ GREAT PEPPERMINI
CURB.QPERA HOUSE.

GRAND CONCERT.

THURSDAY, 17th JULY, 1902.

JVERNHARD [yyALTHER,
THE CELEBRATED

BELGIAN SOLO VIOLINIST.

ASSISTED BY FIRST-CLASS

VOCALISTS AND INSTRUMENTALISTS

ONE CONCERT ONLY.

ADMISSION—3/. 2/, 1/.

Box Plan at Wildman, Lyell, and Arey's
opens FRIDAY, 11th Inst.

ALEX. B. GIESEN, Manager. I
Only a Cold, !

▼"w-V / SEE you are
5

1 tX* I not looking
w/ Pri very well to- J

ill diy; what is
J

the matter ? r

Fg / “Oh, nothing f
y Pp /only a cold (j

1V ra
i* n the nose; d

/ B • fe* but it will be J

I J? r*£ht to- J

/ z/? ./fiS morrow.”
v t How often d<> J

y hear the T
above assertion ? If people only knew T

the danger of a cold in the nose, they d

I
would not look upon it as a mere d
detail. A cold in the nose is often d
the forerunner of a complication of d
ills, and so, too, are damp feet and a

chills. In order to guard against evil a

effects colds, the body must be j
>kept in a healthy glow. That Bile J
Beans for Biliousness will do for you. r

This is their mode ofprocedure. They d

go direct to the liver, cleanse that ?

organ thoroughly, and set it in good d
working order. In their journey d
through the body, they cause the
bowels to disperse the unnecessary a

and impure bile in the stomach, and a

Iv
sec that just a sufficient quantity of J
that fluid remains with the patient. T

The kidneys, and consequently the d
urinary organs, are repaired, and a d
full passage is allowed the blood to d
proceed on its course of circulation.

The blood running freely through A

the body of necessity brings friction

or magnetism, and that friction J
brings warmth. This is what Bile J
Beans succeed in doing, and that is k

the reason why they are invaluable T

during the winter season, and no home d
should be without a box. d

M Milkmaid
LARGEST BALE

Milk

Milkmaid
j LARGEST BALS £N °

Milk

Milkmaid
Milk

ffwV A Milkmaid

AgOig Milk

AT Milkmaid
LARGEST BALE BRAND
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Personal Paragraphs.
There were no movements of im-

portance to record so far as the Vice-

Regal party are concerned last week.

Now that the King is pronounced
out of danger, no doubt the usual

forms of Government House enter-

taining during the session will be an-

nounced in due course. Both His Ex-
cellency and the Countess of Itan-

furly are in excellent health.

Miss M. Enright, of Westport, i.s stay-
ing with Mrs Preshaw, of Nelson.

Miss M. Trolove, of Kaikoura, is stay-
ing in Nelson with her people.

Mrs and Miss M. Tendall have return-

ed to Nelson from Westport.
Miss Eedger has returned to Nelson

after a long trip to Tasmania.

Miss "Stewart Forbes, of Wellington, is

staying in Nelson.

Sir James Hector is back in Wel-

lington after a visit to the South Is-

land.

Miss Standish (Napiei) is the guest
of Mrs F. Waymouth, “Karewa." Ric-

earton.

Mr Panton and Mr Cable, of Dun-

edin, have been staying at the Albert

Hotel, Auckland.

Mr and Miss Beetham (Wairarapa)
are in Wellington, staying at the

Royal Oak Hotel.

Hon. George and Mrs Maclean

(Dunedin) have arrived in Wellington

for the session.

Mr. Mrs and Miss Rutherford, Men-

dip Hills, left for the North on Tues-

day.
Mr and Mrs Gow, late of Waipawa,

Hawke’s Bay, are at present in Ame-

rica.

Mr and Mrs Young, of Marlborough,

are staying with Mrs Renwick, “New-

stead,” Nelson.

Mr and Mrs W. Robinson are spend-
ing a few days in Christchurch, be-

fore returning- to Cheviot.

Mr and Mrs G. Rhodes (Meadow-
bank) and their little infant daughter
were, in Christchurch last week.

The Misses Roberts (Dunedin) are

staying with Mrs G. G. Stead,
“Strowan.”

Mr and Mrs W. Robinson (Cheviot)
went up to Wellington for the Corona-

tion festivities, but returned on Sat-

urday.

Mr and Mrs F. Trask, of Nelson, went
to Wellington last week to attend the

Coronation Reception at Government
House.

Mr and Mrs .1. Mills (Dunedin)

passed through Wellington on their

way up to Auckland, where they will

make a short stay before returning.

Mrs Jones, of Wanganui, is staying
with Mrs Stedman, at the Bank of

New South Wales, Hasting's-street,

Napier.
Miss Julius and Miss Elworthy

(Christchurch), who came up to Wel-

lington for the Coronation ball, have

returned home.

Misses Willis (Wanganui) are visit-

ing Wellington for part of the ses-

sion, and are staying- at Searle s

Hotel.

Much sympathy is felt for Mr A. J.
Cotterill, "of Napier, whose father,
Canon Cotterill, died in Christchurch

a few days ago.

Mr and Mrs A. E. G. Rhodes, Christ-

church, went up to Wellington last

week on a visit to Government House

for the Coronation festivities.

Mr R. Novell, who is at present an

undergraduate at Canterbury College,
is spending his vacation with his peo-
ple in Napier.

Dr. C. Hector, son of Sir James

Hector, is expected in Wellington
shortly, having completed his course

of study in England.
Mr T. C. Dawson, manager for

Messrs. A. Clark and Sons, Napier,
lias been promoted to their branch in

Wellington.
Mr F. W. Williams has gone to Wel-

lington to attend the conference of

Mayors there. Mr Cohen will act as

Mayor of Napier during- his absence.

Sir William and Lady Russell left

“Flaxinere,” Hastings, Inst week for

Wellington, w-herc they have taken up
their residence for the session.

Dr. Thompson, of Wairoa, who went

to South Africa with the Ninth Con-
tingent as Surgeon-Major, has de-

cided not to return to New Zealand,
and has sent for his wife and family
to join him at the Cape.

Messrs. Geo. S. Goldsbro’ and

Harry G. Wade have entered into part-
nership as architects and building

surveyors. Their address is Nos. 320

and 321, Victoria Arcade.

Mrs Abbot (Wanganui) is on a short

visit to Napier, and Miss Ellen Abbot,
who has been staying in Hawke’s Bay,
has come down to Wellington for a

short time.

Sir Joseph Ward's private secre-

tary, Mr Hyde, has decided to resign
his position, in order to take up
literary work, having purchased the
“Winton Record.”

Mr Justice Williams, Mrs and the
Misses Williams (Dunedin) have ar-

rived in Wellington for part of the

winter, and are staying at the Empire
Hotel.

The Mayor of Auckland, (Mr A.

Kidd) and Mr Wilson (Town Clerk),
of Auckland, are in Wellington at-

tending the meeting of the Munici-

pal Conference.

Prior to leaving the New' Zealand

Hardware Company, of Auckland, Mr

Arthur C. Low was presented with a

set of gold sleeve links from the em-

ployees.

Mrs and Miss Cholmondeley return-

ed to Christchurch on Saturday from

Dunedin, where -Mrs Cholmondeley
had been to consult, and under treat-

ment, with Dr. Ferguson for her

eyes.

Mr Charles Earle, of the Christ-

church “Referee,” will succeed Mr

Weston on the staff of the Wellington
“Evening- Post,” Mr Weston having
accepted an appointment on the staff
of Hansard.

Mr J. W. Cargill, late of Gisborne

and Greymouth, will be manager for

the Guion Steamship Company in

Napier during the absence of Mr

Puflett, who is enjoying a well-earned

holiday.
Mrs. Christie, of Karori, Welling-

ton, who arrived in Wellington in

1852, celebrated her 100th birthday on

Wednesday. The old lady, who was

born near Aberdeen, is wonderfully
hale, and is able to read and con-

verse with friends without difficulty.
Hon. F. and Mrs Arkwright, Miss

Arkwright, and Miss Douglas, who

came down to Wellington for the

Coronation gaieties, have returned to

Marton. Later on they intend

spending two months in town, while

Parliament is sitting, having taken

Airs W. R. E. Brown’s house in Tina-

kori Road.

The host of travellers who have

gone up and down the coast or over

to Sydney on board the Zealandia,
will congratulate late Chief-officer At-

wood, to his command of the Elinga-
mitc. As chief officer Mr Atwoocj
won the respect of all who travelled

with him, and they- will be heartily
pleased at his well deserved promo-
tion.

Mr .1. Dromgo-01, M.A., of Auck-

land, who has been appointed head-

master of the new Paeroa High
School, is one of the most brilliant
scholars and able teachers turned out

by the Auckland University College.
He is a strong and a keen debater,
with a rare faculty for insistence,
and should be a distinct gain to

social and intellectual circles in

the Upper Thames, besides the schol-

astic world.

Colonel Arthur Bauchop, of New

Zealand, who has had a C'.M.G. con-

ferred on him in the Coronation hon-
ours, is a Port Chalmers man who

left with the Fourth Contingent and

subsequently joined a later conting-
wit. He distinguished himself ou

several occasions, and narrowly miss-

ed gaining the V.C.. Bis. bravery
brought him rapid promotion. He

was a well-known Otago amateur

runner and oarsmanin his day.
Among passengers to Wellington

by the next boat from Sydney will

be the Comte and Com'tesse de Courte,
who are returning to the colony after

a year’s holiday, most of which has
been spent in France. There is some

probability of the French vice-Con-

sulate being removed to Auckland, in

which case the Comte and Comtesse
de Courte will leave Wellington and

reside in the Northern city.

Mr T. Taylor, who has for the last

twenty-five years been in charge of
the Waikaia branch of the National

Bank-, and who is under orders

to proceed to Gore to open
the branch there, was on

Thursday evening entertained by
the residents of the Waikaia district.
Mr Colin Robertson presided, and

spoke highly' of the guest, referring
to him as one of the best citizens he

(the Chairman) had ever met. Messrs

Garvey, seftl, John Maher, J. Milne,
and T. R. Steward also spoke. A pre-
sentation to Mr Taylor took the form
of a handsome gold watch and chain.'

At the conclusion of the speeches, re-

freshments were handed round, and

an enjoyable dance was held.

Great regret was felt in Welling-
ton at the sad death of Mr N. J. Tone,
which occurred last week, after a

varied and active career. A surveyor

by' profession, Mr Tone was for many
years in Borneo, where he held im-

portant official positions, and was in-

timately acquainted with the natives

of all parts of the Malay Peninsula.
Ever a keen student of Nature, Mr

Tone took a deep interest in the

fauna and flora of New Zealand. He

was also a proficient Maori scholar,
and in various way has been of great
assistance to the Acclimatisation So-

ciety, his skill as an angler making
him an undoubted authority in that

branch of sport. At the time of his

death he was Lieutenant of the Wel-
lington Engineer Corps, having been
for many y-ears keenly interested in

volunteering. The funeral was of a

military- character, the Engineer-
Corps being the firing party.

Amongst visitors at the Central

Hotel last week were: Mr and Mrs

Sweet, Mr and Mrs Rial, Misses Mahr

and Gwynne (World’s Entertainers);
Mr Jones, England; Dr. Barnard,
Wanganui; Mr Lamb, Christchurch;
Mr Bown, Gisborne; Mr Murphy, Gis-

borne; Air Beanie, America; Mr Wood,
America; Mr Redstone, Sydney; Mr

P. R. Dix; Mr Phillips, England; Capt.
and Mrs Stenhouse; Mr and Mrs

Hayman, Christchurch; Mr Handcock,
Sy-dney-; Mrs Cox, Waihi; Mr McNeill,
Wanganui; Mr Robertson, Sydney;
Air Joy-ce, Gisborne; Air Bridgman,
Air Silly, Dunedin; Capt. Bird, Syd-
ney; Air Albert Levy, Wellington; Mr

Foote, Wihangarei; Air Aimes, Eng-
land; Mr and Airs Manning, Sy-dney;
Air and Airs Anderson; Airs and Miss

Smith, Sydney; Air and Airs Evans,
Gisborne; Mr Barschall, Germany; Air

Rendall, England; Miss Williams, Wel-

lington; Air Gooch, Y.M.C.A., Sydney.

ENGAGEMENTS.

The engagement is announced of

Miss Newton to Mr Leslie Rutherford,

of Mount Torlesse.

Miss Edith Wheaton Catton, daugh-
ter- of Mrs F. R. Catton, of 2232 Bar-

row-street, Berkeley, San Francisco,
has announced her engagement to Al-

fred G. Cameron, a prominent young
business man of San Francisco. Their
marriage is to take place early in

the autumn months. Miss Catton, to-

gether with her sister, Miss EtJxel

Catton. who is a college girl and mem-

ber of the Kappa Kappa Gamma.

Sorority-, has been widely known in

college society, and holds besides a

high place in the musical circles of
the college town. Mr Cameron is

with the Henry Cowles Cement Com-

pany in San Francisco, and is third
son of Mr R. Cameron, manager of

the Auckland Savings Bank.

The engagement is announced of Mr

Edward Firth, of Auckland, to Miss

Blanche Banks, well known in Auck-
land society.

ORANGE BLOSSOMS

BONE—OAKENFULL.

On the Ist inst.,, at St. Peter’s
Church, Waipawa, was celebrated the

marriage of Mr Arthur Leonard Bone,
of Waipawa, Hawke’s Bay, with Rose,
eldest daughter of Mr George Oaken-
full, also of Waipawa. Four brides-

maids awaited the bride's arrival,
wearing costumes of white muslin,
trimmed with ribbon and laee, straw

hats ornamented with ribbon and

plumes. Eaeh carried a bouquet of

white flowers, and wore a sapphire
and diamond brooch (the gifts of the

bridegroom). The bride, who came

with her father, was dressed in white

silk, trimmed with handsome lace and
satin ribbons, a few sprays of orange
blossoms being arranged in her hair,
covered by a veil of Brussels net. Mrs

Oakenfull, mother of the bride, was

wearing a costume of black brocade,
with white silk waistcoat. Mr Ernest

Bone acted as best man. The offi-

ciating clergyman was the Bev. F.
W. Martin. A reception was after-

wards held at the residence of the

bride’s parents.

DAVIES—SHAW.

A wedding which created a great
deal of interest locally- took place at

Tauwhare on Wednesday, the con-

tracting parties being Mr D. Davies,
of Tamahere, fourth son of the

Mr Bryan Davies, of Pendoylan, Cam-
bridge, South Wales, and Miss Agnes
Caldwell Shaw, eldest daughter of Mr

TO CURE A COLD IN ONE DAY.
Take Laxative Bromo Quinine
Tablets. All Druggists refund the

money if it fails to cure. Is Gd. The
genuine is stamped.

“1i.8.Q.”
Agents—SHAHLAND & CO., Ltd.
AUCKLAND and WELLINGTON.

C. BRANDAUER & Co.’s Ltd. I Seven Prize Medals

Circular-Pointed Pens. j Awarded.

Neither scratch nor spurt, the
points being rounded by a (i' aw-n

new process. .11! 11 ■< UA
Attention ia alno dra xen to JnAKlrM

th, ir ncw ’‘i > HF
GRADUATED .

51 A
SERIES OF PENS.” F110 k Rjfy

Each pattern being made in
four degree* of.flexibility and

Point*.

Ask your Storekeepar for an Assorted Sample Box of either series.

WORKS: BIRMINGHAM, ENGLAND.

Floral work.
THE FINEST DISPLAY IN THB

CITY—WEDDING BOUQUETS A SPE-

CIALTY-WREATHS. CROSSES, AND
FLORAL EMBLEMS OF EVERY DE-
SCRIPTION AT MODERATE PRICES—-
CUT FLOWERS DAILY—POT PLANTS
ON HlRE.—Porcelain Wreaths, Crosses,
and other Designs In Glass Shades. —

G. J. MACKAY, Florist and Seedsman,

195, QUEEN-ST., 4 doors from Union
Bank.

tjl O THE LADIES.

Ladles who wish to make their Homes

Artistic should go to

SHAKESPEAR S ART NEEDLEWORK

DEPOTS,

QUEEN-ST. AND KARANGAHAPE RD.

(Late Mrs Hunter!,
Where they will find every kind of Fancy
Work and Materials—Point Lace Braids
In Silk and Linen, Latest Designs In
Collars, Transparent Yokes, Vests, etc.

Berlins and Fancy Knitting Wools In

great variety. Pearsall’s Washing Silks

and Mercines. Art Linens In all Shades.

Special Attention given to Country Or-

ders.

Telephone .. 344.

By Special Appointment.

MRS WEBSTER,
FLORAL ARTIST.

Bridal Shower Bouquets, Sprays, But-
tonholes, and Floral Baskets most artls-

■tically arranged. Choice Cut Flowers al-
ways on hand. Funeral Emblems In
great variety of designs always on hand.

OPPOSITE RAILWAY STATION,
39. - QUEEN STREET. AUCKLAND.
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Jas. Shaw, of Tauwhare. The bride

■wore a becoming dress of lavender

silk, trimmed with white silk, and was

accompanied by her sister Janet as

bridesmaid. Mr S. Shaw acted as

best man. Mr and Mrs Davies left

for the Thames to spend their honey-
moon.

PL UMTREE—EDG ECUMBE.

A pretty wedding eventuated at

Ngaruawahia yesterday (Wednesday),
when Miss Edgecombe, eldest daugh-

ter of the late Mr F. H. Edgecumbe,
was married to Mr Frank Plumtree,

of Stratford. The ceremony was per-
formed by the Vicar, Rev. H. Mason,

and was a choral one. The bride,

who was attended by Misses Salmon,
cousin of the bride, and North, L'e

Avvamutu, wore a trimmed dress of

primrose silk, trimmed with silk chif-

fon and applique, with the orthodox

vei-1 and orange blossoms. She also

carried a shower bouquet. Both

bridesmaids carried pretty baskets of

pink and white flowers, and wore

gold bangles with hearts of pearls,
the gift of the bridegroom, whose pre-
sent to the bride was a gold muff

chain and* watch. Mr Snelling acted

as best man. After the wedding

breakfast, which was held at the

Delta Hotel, Mr and Mrs Plumtree

left for Stratford, their future home.

GREENBANK—TOWNSHEND.

A pretty wedding was celebrated at

the Holy Trinity Church, Devonport,
Auckland, on Monday, June 30th,

when Miss Audrey Brenda Town-

shend, eldest daughter of the Hon.

G. E. Townshend, of North Shore, and

grand-daughter of the late Rev. Lord

George Townshend, was married to

Mr John Greenbank, eldest son of W.

Greenbank, Esq., of Hokitika. The

Rev. T. Eykyn was rhe officiating

clergyman. The bride, who was given
away by her father, looked eharming

in a travelling gown of navy blue

cloth, with a white tucked silk vest,

and a point lace collar, blue hat trim-
med with feathers and silk to harmo-

nise, and she carried a lovely white

shower bouquet. Miss B. Bonner was

the maid of honour, and was attired
in a Coronation red velvet blouse,

with point lace collar, and a black

skirt, hat en suite. A shower bouquet

.of yellow daisies mingled with leaves

completed her costume. Mr Leonard

Greenbank acted as best man. After

the ceremony the guests were enter-

tained at the wedding repast, when
the usual toasts were proposed and

duly honoured. Later Mr and Mrs

Greenbank left on their honeymoon,
the latter wearing a smart black

cloth Eton coat and skirt, and sailor-

hat. The presents, it may be added,
were noticeable for their beauty, use-

fulness, and value. The Hon. Mrs G.

F. Townshend wore black silk; Hon.

Mrs H. Townshend, blaek silk, black

velvet coal, black hat; Mrs Clark,
black silk dress, black and white hat,
black cape; Miss Clark, brown dress,
scarlet hat; Miss Bonner, brown dress

and brown hat; Miss E. Jenkins,
blaek glace silk, with black lace bo-

lero; Miss M. Jenkins, black skirt,
ruby velvet blouse.

One of the most progressive and

successful life assurance companies
transacting business in New Zealand
is the National Mutual Life. Its

funds now exceed three and a-quarter
million, whilst its annual income is

over £500,000; so that shareholders
therein have security of the most

ample and satisfactory kind. The

policies issued by the company are

noted for the liberal conditions con-

tained therein. The National Mutual

is likewise known as the non-forfei-
ture office, because it gave this prin-
ciple to the insurance world. Its

rates are low, its bonuses large, and

intending insurers would do well to

obtain copies of the company's pros-

pectus, which will be posted to any

address on application.

Society Gossip
AUCKLAND.

Dear Bee, July 8.

The Northern Club ball, postponed
from Coronation night, will take

place on July 17.

PING-PONG.

The Misses Slator, of St, George’s
Bay Road, Parnell, entertained about,
thirty of their friends at a delightful
little “at home” last Saturday after-

noon. The affair was given, I be-

lieve, in honour of Miss Gordon, who

is here on a visit from Hokianga.
Needless to state, the form of amuse-

ment indulged in was the ever-popu-
lar ping-pong, and after some very

closely-contested games and a most

enjoyable afternoon the fortunate

prize-winners were found to be Mrs.

Bickford, who won the first, a pretty
gold lucky bell, with pin, and Miss
Couzens second, silver ping-pong
charms and racquet. Mrs. Slator wore

a black velvet gown; Miss Slator

looked pretty in a cerise velvet

blouse, with lovely white point lace

collar, black brocade skirt; Mrs.

Robert Leckie was dainty in fawn

shott satin, trimmed with steel en-

crustations, large black velvet, hat;
Mrs. Scott (Fiji), heliotrope figured
silk blouse, black silk skirt; Mrs. E.

Ashton was looking remarkably well

in white silk blouse, inserted with

eream lace, and black silk trained
skirt, black hat wreathed with red

berries; Mrs. E. T. Hart, red nier-

veilleux blouse, .with cream lace col-

lar, black satin skirt and black hat;
Mrs. Passmore, black skirt and jacket
over white vest, pretty lace collar

and black picture hat; Mrs. Bickford,
black gown, with trimmings of pink,
pink toque; Mrs. Bilton, sapphire blue

velvet blouse and black silk skirt;
Miss Lillie Slator was charming in

pale heliotrope chiffon blouse, with

white lace collar caught with pink
chiffon chou, black brocaded silk

skirt; Miss Gordon, Coronation red

silk blouse, prettily tucked, with

white lace transparent yoke, black

skirt en traine; Miss Davey, navy and

white s
;lk blouse, with white lace

scarf, black skirt; Miss Harrison,
blue velvet blouse and black trained

skirt, black toque; Miss Thornes,
bright red silk blouse and white lace

collar, biack skirt; Miss Daisy Slator.
Coronation red silk blouse, relieved
with white lace, and black skirt; Miss

Culpan, turquoise blue blouse and

black skirt, Coronation red hat; Miss

Alice Culpan, grey tweed Eton and

skirt, violet hat; her younger sister

wore a blue figured blouse, with

white sailor collar and black serge

skirt; Miss Kennedy, violet, dress,

grey auu pink hat; Miss Couzens, rose

pink silk blouse, black skirt and hat;

Miss Lundon, heliotrope blouse, black

skirt, white and black hat; Miss

Lewis, white silk blouse, dove grey

voile skirt and violet, hat; Miss Sybil
Lewis, azure blue and pink blouse,
black skirt,pretty toque swathed with
rose pink velvet; Miss Bugnail, blue
silk blouse and black skirt, white hat

swathed with navy and white spotted
Bilk; Miss Moore, blue blouse, with

lace collar, black skirt and fawn

hat; Miss Baeh, white silk blouse,
trimmed with cream lace insertion,
black skirt; Miss Mildred Lundon,
black skirt and red cloth jacket, red

velvet toque.

The Remuera Hall presented a gay

appearance last Thursday evening,
when the Remuera Polo Club held
their annual dance. The hall was

tastefully decorated. Overhead bunt-

ing of all nations was suspended;
while the walls of the hall were de-

corated with saddles, bridles, polo
sticks, and balls, mingled with the
Club’s colours. The floor was all
that could be desired, and the music

supplied by Lanigan's Band (six
pieces) gave every satisfaction.

There was a large attendance, over

90 couples being on the floor. Dr.

Maitland, the hon. secretary, and the

polo members, did everything- pos-

sible to ensure the success of the

function, and are to be congratulated
on what proved to be one of the most

successful and pleasantest dances

tended by the Club. The Ladies’

Committee of the dance were as fol-

lows: Mesdames Cotter, Morrin,
Hanna, Maitland, Misses. Cotter.

Jackson, Buddle, Morrin, Lennox and

Gorrie. A recherche supper was pro-
vided by these ladies, and set out on

the back of the st ige. Dancing was

kept up with much spirit until an

early hour in the morning. Amongst
those present:—Mrs Maitland, black

voile costume, draped bodice, spangl-
ed net sleeves, red flowers on cor-

sage, and in coiffure, blaek and white

ostrich feather boa; Mrs Hanna,
black voile, with overdress of lace,
and jet passementerie; Mrs Black,
black merveilleux, the bodice was

trimmed with jewelled embroidery, a

cluster of falling sprays of red ram-

bler roses on shoulder and in coiffure;
Mrs Foster, black silk, with jetted
material co-rsage, exquisite cluster of

roses, flushed to a delicate-pink, on

corsage and in coiffure; Mrs Geo. R.

Bloomfield, black glace, with over-

dress of black chiffon, bouton d’or

roses on shoulder and in coiffure;
Mrs Finlayson, black silk skirt, velvet

bodice with strappings of black silk

and silver trimming; Mrs Henry
Walker, white satin, with draped lace

corsage, finished with wreath of yel-
low flowers, the same in coiffure;
Mrs P. Wood, black glace, overdress

of lace, dark’ red flowers on shoulder

and in coiffure; Miss Ware, blaek

glace, with guipure laee corsage, puf-
fed sleeves; Miss D. Ware, white silk,
with Russian bodice’, very much be-

lucked and relieved at corsage with
velvet rosette; Miss Dargaville, rich

black silk, wijbh lengthy train, the de-

colletage was outlined with jewelled
embroidery; Miss Olive Buckland,
white silk, with skirt tucked diagon-

ally, and finished with two flounces

at hem, draped bodice, short puffed
sleeves, silk belt; Miss Hanna, blaek

giace, with overdress of chiffon, pink
flowers in coiffure and on corsage,
and her sister wore white silk, draped
bodice fastened by silken braces,
short puffed sleeves and silk belt, the

pleated skirt had a narrow insertion

and finished with two flounces,
black velvet rosette'iu coiffure and on

corkage; Miss Cotttyr, black silk,
with guipure laee decolletage; Miss

Millie Cotter, white Barathea silk,
draped with silver spangled gauze,
and relieved with giant daisies on cor-

sage, and in coiffure; Misses C. and
K. Brodie (thro) wore their debu-
tante frocks of white silk and tulle

finishings, and white flowers; Miss

Morrin, rose pink glace, with silk
overskirt, very much betucked,
chichi flounces at hem of chiffon,
which gave an extremely pretty
and graceful effect, with its

masses and folds of chiffon and

gauze, ou shoulders were braces of

flowers, and the same in coiffure; and

her sister wore a white debutante
silk, draped with layers of silk gauze,
and relieved with flowers; Miss

Cruickshank looked extremely grace-
ful iu a pink satin, with

braces of velvet on shoulders,
short puffed sleeves and silk

belt, pink flower in coiffure;
Miss Muriel Dargaville, white silk

with pouched blouse, pink flowers on

corsage and in coiffure; Miss Thomp-
son, black glace, with overdress of

chiffon and relieved with touches of

pink; and her sister wore a white

silk with blue chiffon decolletage,
chou of the same in coiffure; Miss

May Cameron, black silk with ehoux

of blue in coiffure and on corsage;
Miss Richardson, black silk, with
ehoux of lavender chiffon on corsage
and in coiffure; Miss Gorrie, white

brocaded silk, with bertha of chif-

fon; Miss Gwen Gorrie, cream silk;
Miss Peacock, dainty white silk, with

red flowers; Miss McCosh Clark,
white satin, with jewelled embroidery
and flowers; Miss Kissling, white silk,
with pouched blouse, the decolletage.
was of chiffon and pearls; Miss Ste-
venson, rose pink silk, with lace in-
sertion and narrow black velvet, bebc
ribbons tied in lovers’-knots dotted

at the hern of skirt; and her sister,
white silk, with touches of turquoise
blue silk outlining the decolletage,
and finished with chiffon rosettes;
Miss Buddle looked well in a black

velvet, with white point lace inserted

in V-shaped corsage with violets, vio-

lets in bunches laid flat- on coiffure;
Miss Morse looked handsome in a

black satin, with overdress of chif-

fon, with a sort of’ spider-web pat-
tern, pink flowers giving a finishing
touch; Miss Williamson, white satin,
with overdress of white chiffon, white

flowers; Miss Waller, lovely shade of

heliotrope, with bands of white laee

insertion and tuckings; Miss Wood-
ward, black silk with lace finishings,
red flowers on corsage and in coiffure;
Miss Crowther, grey brocade, with
bands of violet velvet and black lace

finishings, violets in coiffure and on

the corsage; Miss N. .Crowther. while

silk, with laee insertions and two

flounces, white flowers wreathed in

coiffure: Miss Smales, white silk,
with silken gauze drapery and flow-

ers; Miss Banks, black silk, with

pouched bodice, the decollete cor-

sage was trimmed ami finished with

jet. anti silver beads, bunch of violets

placed at the right side of corsage;
Miss Firth, pale pink shimmering

Old Age Pensions In this land

Have proved a marked success,

They give the old a helping hand,
And keep them from distress.

There’s only just one other thing
That's needful to ensure

Bound lungs, that we the praise can sing
Of WOODS' GREAT PEPPERMINT

CURE.

ECZEMA
And Every Form of Torturing

Disfiguring Skin and Scalp
Humours Cured by

(uticura
Complete External and InfernalTrdat-

ment. The Set, consisting of CuticußA

Soap, to cleanse the skin ofcrustsand scales,

Cuticura Ointmont, toinstantly allay itching,
and soothe and heal, and Cuticura Resol-

vent, to cool and cleans© th© blood. Thia
treatmentwillafford instant relief, permit real

and sleep, and point toa speedy, permanent,
and economical cure when allelse fails.

Sold by all Colonial Chainlets. Pottbb Dzuoa*:d
Casa.Cone., Bcie Fiona.,Bcstou,U. 8. A.

A CYCLIST

a-
———- -

.
—IM,Bwanston-et., Melbourne*

Memo from U. B. KELLOW,
Cycle Manufacturer.

Dear Sirs, —I should like to inform
you of the benetlts I have derived
from your Vi-Cocoa during training.

hard and exhaust Ing run, 1
know of nothing to compare with it
as regards its invigorating and sus-
taining qualities. During a !<>ng
road ride and when about

“

all out,’’
it is the best drink I know of.

Yours truly.
CHAS. B. KELLOW.

DAINTY SAMPLE TIN

Post Free.

But mentionthis paper.

DR. TIBBLES’ VI-COCOA, Ltd.,

_
....

15 417, Grosvenor St., Sydney.
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Bilk, with draped corsage of lace and
black velvet applique; Miss Lennox,
Yeddo silk, with flounce of chiffon
on skirt and tucked bodice; Miss Pea-

cocke, pretty white silk, with lace

finishings; Miss Winnie Cotter, blue

crepe de chine, with fawn lace on

Vandyked overskirt, with underskirt
of two flounces, the bodice was of vel-

vet; Miss Towle, white silk, with
choux of blue tulle on corsage and
in coiffure; Miss Ching, black silk,
with overdress of black lace, with

choux of azure blue tulle on corsage
and in coiffure; Miss Proude, becom-

ing white silk, with guipure lace de-

colletage; Miss Jackson, black lace

costume, relieved with coloured flow-
ers. Amongst the gentlemen were:—

Drs. Maitland, Goldie, and Challinor-

Purchas, Messrs Firth. Banks. Mere-

dith, Stevenson. McCosh Clark, Mor-

rin (3), Hanna, Cotter, McLaughlin,
G. Bloomfield, Brodie, McCormick,
Clark, Williamson, Thompson, Crow-

ther (2), Norton. Brodie (2), Darga-
ville, Foster, Finlayson, Woodward,
Armitage.

Last Thursday evening Mrs. and
Miss .Rosie Stichbury entertained

several of their friends at an “at

home” in the Ponsonby Hall, which

was tastefully decorated with flags
for the occasion. Dancing was in-

dulged in, the music for which was

supplied by Meredith’s string band,
extras being played by Misses King,
11. Gifford and Stichbury. Daffodils
and violets were the principal decora-

tions for the table, which contained

everything that could be desired.

Mrs. Janies Stichbury, black silk, the

bodice elaborately trimmed with

Brussels lace; Miss Rosie Stichbury,
canary silk, with overdress of mous-

seline de soie, sprays of violets; Mrs.
Bell (London), handsome dress of
black silk, with jet trimmings and

white silk vest; Mrs. C. P. Stichbury,
pretty pale green silk blouse, with
ecru lace, black silk skirt; Mrs. Capt.
Baker, black silk, white yoke, veiled
in black lace; Mrs. P. B. Darby, white
silk blouse, tucked and finished with

chiffon, silk skirt; Miss Phillips look-

ed well in coral pink silk, blaek chif-
fon rosette; Miss Williams, white

lace over silk; Miss Hanna looked

nice in creme silk, inserted with lace;
Miss Ruby Hanna wore white silk,
with numerous little frills on skirt;
Miss Lysaght, handsome dress of

white satin, violets on corsage; Misses

Usher, white silk; Miss Corcoran,
black silk, silver passementerie on

bodice; Miss Lily Corcoran, tucked

white silk, pink roses in hair; Miss

Connolly, black lace over silk; Miss

Linda Connolly, pretty white silk;
Miss Ries, orange satin blouse, silk

skirt; MisS May Rees, pale green cos-

tume; Miss Nellie Stephenson, pink
silk frock, red roses on corsage; Miss
C. Haven, very pretty tucked white

silk, pink chiffon chon; Miss Gittos,
cream silk; Miss Simpson, striped
white silk, blue flowers on corsage;
Miss Moore, pink silk and chiffon;
Miss May Oswald, soft white silk,
with large red bow; Miss Ada Davis,
dainty white; Miss Ruth Ring wore a

white tucked silk.transparent yoke of

spangled net; Miss Aitken, pretty
Nile green silk blouse, white skirt;
Miss Jean Aitken, deep cream dress;

Miss Meehan, white silk; Miss Stub-
bing, white silk, with chiffon; Miss

Odium, blaek net, pale blue chiffon

rosette; Miss Lois Durance, white

silk, veiled in sj angled chiffon; Miss

King, graceful in white tucked silk;
Miss Paterson, pretty pink; Miss
Cowan, white satin bodice, with se-

quins, pink roses on shoulder, silk

skirt; Miss Mabel Stichbury, white

silk; Misses Faultier, cream silk

dresses, trimmed with laee; Miss

Mackenzie, black velvet; Miss Fouhy,
yellow silk, red roses on berthe; Miss

Amy Fouhy, white satin and lace;
Miss Rainey, black lace; Miss Ruby
Gifford, white frill’d muslin frock,
pink chou; Miss Sands, black, with

point lace collar; Miss Lisle Quinn,
azure blue dress; Miss Nolan, white

silk blouse, relieved with red velvet,
light skirt; Miss Gillet, pink with
lace bolero; Miss Casey, white silk

and lace. Amongst the gentlemen
were: Messrs. Stichbury (2), Mathe-

son, Masefield, Harina (2), Williams,
Owen (2), Adams, Saunders, Gittos,
Fouhy, Graham. Bourke, Sands (2),
Usher, Finch, Connolly (2). Haven,
Simpson, Hall, Margetts, Aitken,
Cowan, Stebbing, Farnell, Gannon, Os-

wald, Booth, Stokes, Darby (2),
Baragwanath, Woollams, McCoy,
Stephenson, Lysaght, Nolan, Jenkin-

son.

Tlie Pakuranga Hounds met last Wed-

nesday at Pukekohe, and on Thursday at

Waiuku, when about sixteen gentlemen
and one lady proceeded from Auckland

to be present at these meets. Excellent

sport was enjoyed both days, especially
at the last-mentioned place, when, so the

report is, a run of more than an hour’s

duration, without a check, of course, was

indulged. The obstacles to be negoti-
ated were six foot posts and rails (they
must have evidently been hunting amidst

a succession of stockyards), and is there

any wonder that all our good huntsmen

and true came to grief, not once, but

often. The one lady evidently bore a

charmed life, because she alone catne

through this run seathless. There were

about 200 farmers present from the

neighbouring districts.

On Saturday the hounds met at St.
John’s College. The attendance was very
large. The hounds were thrown off on

the scoria land near St. John’s, Messrs
Menzies’ and McGill’s. The first hare

was chopped, the next on foot gave
the followers a run of short duration,
as pussie obstinately refused to go very
far from his home precincts, and was

killed. The hounds were next cast in

Messrs Churches and Pilkington’s farms,
when a strong hare was started, which
gave the followers a very smart run

over very trappy country. Some of the
obstacles, such as ditcles and hedges
combined, were very big, and the falls
were very frequent throughout the run.

Driving were Mrs O’Rorke and chil-

dren, Mr and Mrs A. P. Wilson, Mrs

Keckwick, Mr and Mrs Thomas Morrin,
Miss Buddle, Dr. and Mrs Stuart Reid,
Miss Morrin, Mrs H. Tonks, Mrs Mait-

land, Mr Woodward, Mr CroWe.

Riding were Mrs Moody (Mike), Mrs

Bloomfield (M’Liss), Mrs Kelly (Steel-
trap), Mrs Crowe (Dick), Miss B. Gor-
rie (Jimmy), Miss N. Gorrie (Star-
light), Miss Buckland (Villars), Miss P.

Buckland (Popgun), Miss R. Buckland,

Miss Abbott (black steed), Miss Ethel

Rae (Pohutukawa), Miss Olive Buck-
land (Whirlwind), and her lady friend

rode Bovril, Miss I. Buckland (Comet),
Miss D. Ware (pony), Miss Morse;
Messrs O’Rorke (Kowhai), Briton, H.

Pittar, W. D. Pittar (Juno), Crowther

(Kiatere), Adams, (Skipper), Meredith

(Kangaroo), Carminer (Natation), Mc-

Cosh Clark (Bonnie), —. McCosh Clark

(polo pony), Lennox, Alexander, Taylor
(Tira), Schnackenberg (Dandy Dick),
Dalton (La Grippe), Nolan (3), P.

Kinlock (Specs), H. Kinlock, H.
Tonks, T. Brown, Rae (Valedic-
tory), Abbott, Lewis (Lepperton), Cot-

ter (Lord Onslow), Wallace (bicycle), J.
M. Walker (Captain), Waller (Crags-
man), Morrin, C. Purchas (Neek-or-
Nothing), Bloomfield (Suleita), Moody
(Kilkerne), E. H. Cueksey (Rambler),

Elliot (Woolman), Bloomfield (Croona),
Armitage (Raleigh).

Mr and Mrs Thomas Morrin kindly in-

vited the followers into their house to

partake' of their hospitality.
PYHLLIS BROUN.

NAPIER.

Dear Bee, • July 4.

A large ping-pong tournament was

held last evening in the Gaiety Theatre,
to augment the funds of the Hawke’s
Bay Cricket Association. The entertain-

ment was very successful, the only draw-

back being that the light was not good.
There were 343 entries for the various

events. Amongst the players and spec-
tators were: Mrs Keesing, who looked
well in a pale blue silk blouse, with

straps of blaek velvet baby ribbon, black
chiffon skirt, and blue sash; Mrs Sted-

man, blaek satin dress, with a square of

eream lace on the bodice; Mrs Kettle
wore dark blue; Mrs T. Moore, pale blue

blouse, dark skirt, handsome cream opera

cloak; Mrs Hoadley, soft black dress;
Mrs F. Perry wore fawn; Mrs Cornford,
blaek foulard; Mrs Edgar was in grey;

Mrs Jones (Wanganui) wore black; Miss

Hoadley was in blue and white; Miss

Louie Hoadley had a very stylish grey
dress trimmed with cream guipure laee;
Miss Kathleen Hoadley had a blaek

dress, the bodice relieved with rosettes

of pale blue; Miss Burke looked well in

a black satin trained dress with cream

lace on the bodice; Miss Ella Burke had

a pink silk blouse and a black skirt;
Miss Hovell also had a dainty pink
blouse and a dark skirt; Miss Kettle

was in black; Miss Locking had a terra

cotta silk dress trimmed with lace; Miss
Claudia Shaw wore dark green; Miss
Goldsmith, navy blue dress, with cream

lace on the bodice; Miss Dinwiddie, pink ~

silk blouse, black skirt; Miss Mary Din-

widdie was also in black and pink; Miss
Simpson, pretty red blouse, dark skirt;
Miss Cornford, becoming blaek dress;
Miss Heath also woreblack; Miss McLer-
non, dainty black silk dress; Miss McVay,
light blouse, dark skirt; Miss Giblin,
becoming pale blue silk blouse, dark
skirt; Miss lolanthe Margoliouth wore

a pretty black dress trimmed with lace.;
Miss Seale also looked well in black;
Miss Hill, pink silk. Amongst the men

were Messrs Munro, Dinwiddie, Jones,
Macassey, G. A. Broad, Margoliouth, H.
Duff, Von Dadelzen, F. Perry, and Drs.

Henley and Edgar. In the finals of the

various events Miss Myrtle Dean beat
Miss Madge Hindmarsh for the ladies’

singles; Misses M. and D. Hindmarsh
beat Misses Barbara Hindmarsh and G.

Hill in the ladies’ doubles; Miss B. Hind-

marsh and G. A. Broad beat Miss Todd

and H. Duff in the combined doubles;
H. Duff -beat G. A. Broad in the men's
singles; and D. and H. Goldsmith beat

Baker and Evans in the men’s doubles.

There was not a large attendance at

the Napier Park races on Wednesday,
but this was owing perhaps to the wea-

ther, which was wet and cold. On Fri-

day, the second day, however, it was

bright and frosty. Some of those pre-
sent were: Mrs Lanauze, in a long fawn

VW

Influenza
I Influenza starts with a sneeze— 9

and ends with a complication. H

It lays a strong man on hisH
back—as weak and wretched as

a sick child. It tortures him with

fevers and chills, headaches and

backaches. ■ It leaves him a help-
less prey to pneumonia, bronchitis,

consumption and a dozen other

deadly diseases.

Avoid influenza by purifying
and fortifying your system with
Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills. If you

g have let the disease attack you,

g you can still avoid its dreaded af-

g ter effects by hastening and com-

g pleting your recovery with this

g blood-builder and nerve-tonic.

In warding off all the ailments

H of winter and in curing all dis-

g eases of the blood and nerves,

g there isno remedy in the world to

H compare with Dr. Williams’Pink

E Pills for Pale People. There is’nt

g the slightest doubt about that.

jL Proof of Cure.
Here is one witness out of hundreds in

El your own state:—

531 •*Three years agolcontracted influenza,"

Eg says Mr.W, F. Egerton,a well-known com-

Em mercial traveller who was from at the

H “Old Thistle” Hotel, in QueenSt., Auck-

B land.“My headachedunmercifully,violent
pains shot through my body and my chest

|H was oppressed. My sleep was disturbed,

efl my appetite leftme andmy breathing was

B interrupted. Finally I was confined to

B bed, but Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills com-

B pletely curedme.”

I Dr.Williams Pink Pills

GOOD GOODS AT CLEAN SWEEP PRICES.

MgCULLAGH & GOWER’S GREAT “GLEAN SWEEP” SALE. <>"■

Exceptional Bargains in all Departments. The sound principle of giving REAL BARGAINS AND GENUINE REDUCTIONS OF GOOD GOODS', will

be strictly adhered to. Below will be found a few Clearing Lines: —

TRIMMED HATS and TOQUES, 3/11. All our fine assortment of “Exclusive FANCY DFPARTR/lEr-JT. Ladies’ Plain and Ribbed Cashmere
5/11, 7/11. 9/11 up. Bonnets, 6/11. 8/11. 10/11 Dresses’’ as usual marked at “Clean LACE COLLARETTES: A big job lot Hose, reduced to lljd. _
lip. Sweep** prices. Silk Spot, 45/, now 19/11; going at “Clean Sweep” prices at 1/11 for Ladies’ Heavy Ribbed Cashmere Hose,

COSTUMES: 188 Costumes, newest cut. Real Scotch Tweeds, 45/, now 29/6; Black 1/, 2/3 for 1/3. 2/6 for 1/6, 2/9 for 1/9, 2/11 reduced to 1/3J.
this season's goods. Fawn. Brown. Navy, Dress Lengths, all at "Clean Sweep” for 1/11, 3/6 for 2/3 each. Ladles’ Fancy Ribbed Hose, reduced to

Green, 23/6, now 11/9; 28/6. now 14/11; Silk- prices. • EMBROIDERY: Flannelette in pink 1/4J-
lined, 32/6. now 18/11; 36/9. now 21/9; 37/6, t .nw an t- an<J white- P* nk- white and cream; a big TABLE DAMASK. Unbleached, BJd,
now 22/9 un. y^?,P.-Su].

o
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.
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stock to dear at these "Clean Swmen" USd, 1/3J, 1/6; BLEACHED, 1/OJ. 1/4J
BLOUSES: 40 Corduroy Velveteen Wear- now 16AT prices: 4/6 for 2/9, 4/9 for 2/11, 6/ for 3/11, 1/6*. 1/8, to 4/6.

Blouses. 8/11, now 4/11. Flannelette, 22&- Cmm 1
«/« for 4/11 dozen. SPECIAL HEAVY UNBLEACHED,

1/114. 2/6. 2/11 up.
A 2/9 ’ ClPam Lttcs ’ EMBROIDERY In Cambric and Muz- 1/HJ, 2/4J. 2/6.

COATEES: New cut Caracul and Plush lln, narrow, medium, and wide widths: FLANNELETTES, Striped, ljd, 2|d,
Coatees. 47/6 for 33/9 : 63/ lor 49/6 up. SILKS: Blouse lengths from 4/11 each; “Clean Sweep” prices, 3/ for 2/3, 4/ for 3Jd. 4Jd, si|d, up. 159 pieces PRINTED

REVERSIBLE GOLF < APES, all wool. exclusive do., from 12/6 each; White Ja- 3/3. 4/6 for 3/3, 5/ for 3/11, 5/6 for 4/3, 6/ FLANNELETTES. MARVELLOUS VA-

30/. now 16/11. panese. Black and Coloured Mervs and for 4/11, 7/6 for 5/11, 9/6 for 7/11, 10/6 for LUE, 2Jd, 35d, 4.1(1, 51d up. Large

MANTLES: Superior quality Rich Silk. Glares all reduced. Special line Black 8/11, 11/6 for 9/11 per dozen. Assortment to choose from. WHITE

very choice goods, great bargains. 83/. Silk Bengalines. 211n, worth 3/3. for 2.3. 4-Dome Kid Gloves, reduced to 1/11. FLANNELETTES, 2/11, 3/11. 4/11 doz up.

now 39/6; 87/, now 49/6; 95/. now 59/6; £5 All Blaek and Coloured Trimming and 4-Dome French Kid, reduced to 2/BJ. Japanese Gold-printed ART MUSLINS,
5/. now 63/. Lining Silks reduced. This Is a splendid line; usual price, 3/11. in pretty colourings, suitable for Drap-

DRESSING GOWNS. "Clean Sweep” ,
4-Dome French Kid, Black and Colour- ery, 6Sd; "Clean Sweep” price 3i,'d.

prices. 5/11, 6/11; Velvet Trimmed. 8/11, SpPclal
.h

TabJr fPr spranan5pranant’ an<l ed. reduced to 3/6. CRETONNES: Reversible. 82<i. "Clean

9/11 up.
Dress Lengths. Tweeds, Serges, Cloths, White Kid Gloves, reduced to 1/11. Sweep” price 3Sd; others, 3}d. 4Sd. 5Jd up.

DRESSES: 6yds double width Dress. Stc” crowded with bargains. I-lrst come Suede and Kid Gloves, slightly spotted, CURTAINS: All Reduced to "Clean

9/6. 3/11, 4/11; 6yds double width Armure
nr,,t Bervefl “Clean Sweep” prices. 1/. Sweep” prices. .

Cloth, In Cardinal. Navy. Red, clc.. all Don’t forget our Lining Sateens; quality Sample Cashmere Gloves, at English QUILTS: Honeycomb and Satin Finish,
wool dress length. 6/11. 7/11. 9/11. 9ZU un. worth 6d for 22d varik. nric.es. from 3/6; Large size, 2/11 up.
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coat, black skirt and hat, becoming fea-
ther bo*; Miss Seale, bright red coat

and skirt, black hat; Mrs Gore, black

costume, sealskin jacket, black hat; Miss

Burke, red blouse, dark skirt, fawn

jacket, becoming black picture hat; Mrs

Harold Russell, dark coat and skirt;
Mrs Nantes, stylish cloth costume, bis-

cuit, trimmed with dainty figured silk,

black hat; Mrs Perry, fawn coat and

skirt, large picture hat; Mrs Donnelly,
pretty shade of blue, fur cape; Mrs
Moore, very pretty grey dress embroid-

ered in black and relieved with pink,
pink toque; Miss Glendinning, navy blue,
red hat ; Mrs Smith, gobelin blue cos-

tume, stylish toque; Miss Williams,
brown.

Mrs Jardine won the second monthly
competition for the medal on Saturday

at the Waiohiki Golf Links, with 83—

12—71; Miss Hindmarsh, Mrs C. H.

Cato, and Miss Jardine making the next

best scores. Tea was provided by Mrs
C. H. Cato and Miss Bennett.

MARJORIE.

NEW PLYMOUTH.

Dear Bee, July 4.

Mrs Leatham gave a very

ENJOYABLE AFTERNOON TEA,

as a farewell to Nurse Fotheringham,

of Invercargill, who has been in the

New Plymouth Hospital for some

months, but is now leaving to join
one of the London ones. She will be

greatly missed in our little town,
both by patients and friends, as she

has such a sweet, winning manner.

This assemblage took the form of a

“placard afternoon tea,” which was

very laughable. After being received

by the hostess in the drawing-room,
someone slipped forward and pinned a

placard on one’s back, with a noted

person’s name written on it, and we

w’ere then told that we had to try
and guess whose name it was. We

could ask one another questions, such

as “Am I alive or dead?” “Man or

woman?” “Actor or actress?” etc.,
always getting “Yes” or “No” for an

answer, and if by that we could guess
who we were, we had to write the

name down on a card, which was

placed in our hands when w re first en-

tered, then go to the hostess, and

have that taken off, and another pin-
ned on, and so on. The one who

guessed the most was Miss MacDia-
rmid, so she received first prize, Miss
Standish coming second. Dainty af-
ternoon tea and sweets were served

in the dining-room, during which Dr.

Leatham gave several musical selec-

tions on the pianola.
Mrs Leatham wore a black silk

costume, with cream lace yoke; Nurse

Fotheringham looked well in a white

silk blouse, scarlet silk skirt, braided

with black velvet; Mrs Bewley, navy
coat and skirt, pink silk front; Miss

Mayard, pale green blouse, dark

skirt; Miss Newland, brown tweed

.costume; Miss Knight, fawn coat and

skirt, cream silk front; Miss Kemp,
fawn coat, navy blue skirt; Miss —

Kemp, grey blouse, dark skirt; Miss
Wood, national blue costume, toque
en suite; Mrs Capel, dark blue coat
and skirt, cream silk front; Miss

Bedford, black with velvet jacket;
Miss Webster, blue costume, blank
hat; Miss Devenish, navy coat and
skirt, pink silk front: Miss G. Stan-

ford, red silk blouse, dark skirt, fur

toque; Miss O. Stanford, cream serge
blouse, cornflower blue skirt, hat to

match; Miss Read, dark blue coat and

skirt, hat trimmed with red; Miss

Ptercy-Smith, black costume, black

and red toque; Miss McKellar, dark

green costume; Miss J. McKellar,

navy coat and skirt, cream silk vest;
Miss Govett, pretty pale greeny-grey
Eton costume, black toque; Miss

Hamertou, figured blouse, dark skirt;
Miss E. Hamerton. navy blue coat and

skirt; Miss Pridham, blue figured
blouse, dark skirt; Miss Baker, blue

costume, black toque; Miss W. Baker,
brown, hat to match; Miss MacDia-

rmid, blue, bat trimmed with pale
blue; Miss Thomson, dark green cos-

tume, white feather boa, black hat;
Miss Standish, blue blouse, fawn

jacket, dark skirt; Miss G. Fookes,

navy costume, hat to correspond;
Miss E. Fookes, black, cream lace

yoke, black and pink chiffon toque;
Miss Skinner, pretty grey tucked cos-

tume, black picture hat trimmed with

pale green.and pink chiffon; Miss G.

Shaw, navy- coat and skirt; Miss Sad-

ler. dark blue costume, red in hat;
Miss Paul, pretty' grey costume,

banded with grey silk, vieux rose

camel’s hair toque, trimmed with

cream; Miss Walker, navy coat and

skirt, faced with black silk, cream

silk vest, hat en suite; Miss A.

Walker, black Eton costume, pale blue

and cream vest, pretty pale blue
toque; Miss B. Pennell, blue

silk blouse trimmed with passemen-
terie, dark skirt, toque trimmed

with pink; Miss E.. Rennell,
pretty national and pale blue blouse,
with darker skirt, toque en suite; Miss

Rawson, black costume; Miss Car-

thew, olive green costume trimmed

with velvet, hat to correspond; Miss

Hawkins, pretty pale blue satin

blouse, with black lace zouave, black
satin skirt, hat en suite; Miss —

Hawkins, pink silk blouse, veiled in

black lace, dark skirt; Miss Drake,
dark green costume; Miss A. Drake,

navy blue; Miss Holdsw'orth, brown

costume, toque relieved with pink:
Miss Marchant, blue costume, black

and pink hat; Miss Hales, black coat

and skirt, etc.

On the same afternoon Mrs Kelsey
also gave a very

PLEASANT AFTERNOON TEA

for Mrs R. C. Hughes, to enable her

friends to say “Good-bye,” as she and
Mr Hughes are going for a trip to

the Old Country. After dainty after-
noon tea was partaken of in the din-

ing-room. the table of which was

very prettily decorated, vocal and

musical selections were rendered by
Mesdames Hughes and Mullens, and

Misses Burton (Dunedin). Mrs Kel-

sey received her guests in a blaek

brocaded • tea-gown, trimmed with

cream lace; Mrs R. C. Hughes, black

coat and skirt, cream vest; Miss Bur-

ton. pale green tucked silk blouse,
dark skirt; Miss Olive Burton, pale
blue tucked sailor blouse, black skirt,
hat en suite; Mrs Mullens, black cos-

tume, with vearlet vest; Mu Nichol-

son, black, pink in bonnet; Mis.

Nicholson, grey coat and skirt; Mrs

Johns, bluey-grey costume; Mrs Stan-

ley, black skirt, fawn jacket, picture
hat; Mrs Evans, blaek costume, grey
and pink spangled toque; Mrs Corkill,
blaek merveilleux, hat to correspond;
Mrs H. Gray, dark green costume,
black and red toque; Mrs Collins,
blaek; Mrs (Dr.) Barr (Nelson), pretty
heliotrope poplin, fawn jacket, hat
trimmed with violets; Mrs Fenton,
green costume, heliotrope toque;
Misses Ahier (J), dark costumes, etc.

NANCY’ LEE.

WELLINGTON.

Dear Bee, July 3.

Tuesday turned out a beautifully
flue bright day, though bitterly cold,
for the opening of Parliament, and
we were all very thankful for being
able to go out without our water-

proofs and umbrellas, as we have had

wet weather for the last fortnight.
The opening was at tended by the usual

gorgeous display of uniforms, etc.,
and the surroundings of the Parlia-

mentary buildings were thronged
with people to witness the proceed-
ings. The sun always adds to an oc-

casion of this kMid, and on Tuesday
it came out brilliantly, and made the

gold and steel glitter brightly. His

Excellency the Governor entered the

Chamber, attended by his private sec-

retary, Captain Alexander, Major-
General Babington, Captain Campbell,
and Captain Rich (H.M.s. Ringa-
rooma). The Countess of Ranfurly
was unable to be present, and her

place was taken by Lady Constance

Knox. Lady Eileen was also present,
and her governess, Miss Costello, the

Hon. H. C. Butler being in attendance.

Among those I noticed also occupy-
ing seats to the left of the Speaker’s
chair were Lady Ward and her daugh-
ter, Lady Stout, Mrs. C. H. Mills and

the Misses Mills, Mrs. Babington, Miss

Babington, Mrs. A. Pearce, Mrs.

Focke, Mrs. Menteath, and a few

others. Lady Constance Knox was

wearing a peacock green cloth tailor-

made suit, with fur-edged revers and

sable collarette and muff, large black

hat trimpaed with chiffon and feath-
ers; Lady Eileen wore a suit of the

same shade, with a fur hat, collarette

and muff; Miss Costello had a neat

grey gown and black and white

toque; I«dy Ward wore a deep violet
eloth gown, braided with black, and
a black toque with ospreys; L<dy
Stout, black gown and caracal jac-
ket, black toque with jet and os-

preys; Mrs. Babington wore a cream

cloth costume, the sacque coat made

to reach almost to the foot of the
skirt, black furs and large black hat

with feathers; Miss Babington had a

stone grey striped cloth coat and

skirt, and a grey rough felt toque
trimmed with lace; Mrs. Napier
(Auckland), a neat blue tailor-made

suit and black hat; Mrs. A. Pearce,
black skirt and sealskin coat, black

hat with Ups; Mrs. Mills, a black

gown and hat with yellov roses; Miss

Mills, a blaek coat and skirt, and

black and cream toque; her sister

wore a dark gown and pink hat; Mrs.

Focke, black costume, and violet vel-

vet toque; Mrs. Menteath. a brown

suit, witli blue vest and a bright blue

straw hat, with autumn leaves: Mrs.

Herepath, black skirt and caracul

Eton coat, with ermine collar, red

velvet toque with black wings; Miss

Coates, black coat and skirt, and

black and white toque; Mrs. Botham-

ly, a brown gown and velvet cape.,

toque to match; Miss Randell-John-

ston (England) wore a grey Eton suit

and toque to match; her sister also

wore grey, and a large black hat; Mrs
Fitchett, black costume, and a white
toque 1 rimmed with violets and

wings; Mrs. Mason, a blue coat and
skirt, and velvet toque to match;
Miss Harcourt, black coat and skirt

and grey toque; Miss Gore, dark
skirt and fawn covert coat and

toque; Miss Rawson, blaek skirt and

caracul coat, large white felt hat,
with black tips and velvet: Mrs. M.

Ross, in a black costume and toque.

A very large afternoon “At Home”

was given by Mrs Babington to-day. Mrs

Richmond’s house, in Brougham-street,
which General and Mrs Babington have

taken for a lengthy period, is a delight-
ful one for entertaining, and besides
having all the rooms thrown open, the
broad verandah was covered in, carpeted
and furnished with comfortable chairs,
etc., so that there was plenty of rooxd

for everyone to move about. Delicious
tea and cakes were laid out in two

rooms, the dining-room and another
smaller one next it. The tables were lit
with pink-shaded canities, and had pot
plants and flowers an decorations. King’s
String Band was stationed on the veran-

dah, and played exceptionally well. Mrs

A BEAUTIFUL FABRIC.
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JOllis' Velveteen.
NOTE WELL!—Each Yard of Genuine “LOUIS” Velveteen

bears the name (spelled L“O“U"I“S and in no other

way) and is stamped with a guarantee of wear.
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Babington received in tlie drawing-room.

She looked very nice in a black gow n of

some soft, xiiky chiffon material, made

.with a slight train, and the bodice had

a vest of white accordion chiffon, and

trimmed with lace and diamond orna-

ments. Miss Babington wore a deep

cream figured silk gown softened with

lace on the bodice, and a pale blue ro-

sette. Among the many guests were Lady
Constance Knox, wearing a bright pink
frieze coat and skirt, and a large black
hat with feathers; Lady Stout wore a

black and white brocade gown trimmed

with white lace and satin, and a black

hat with feathers; Lady Ward, in a dark

.violet frieze gown braided with black

over white, and a black toque; Mrs

.Wallis, a dark blue Eton gown with lace

revers, and a black and white hat; Mrs

Richmond, black satin gown and velvet

cape, and a black and white bonnet;
Miss Richmond, black skirt and velvet

Eton jacket, black hat with tips; Miss

E. Richmond wore a pretty pale blue

frieze Eton suit, strapped, and with

cream lace revers, and a large fawn felt

hat; Mrs Pharazyn, black brocade gown

trimmed with white, and a black bon-

net with flowers and ospreys; Mrs O'Con-

nor, bleck brocade gown, anil blue velvet

and fur bonnet; Mrs Brown, handsome

black silk gown trimmed with black and

white applique, and a black bonnet with
rod roses; Mrs Bell, black skirt and vel-

vet Eton eoat trimmed with grey fur,
’Mack and blue hat; Mrs A. Dunean, to-

mato red frieze gown trimmed with

cream guipure, hat to match with wings;

Mrs Riddiford, in a black gown and cara-

cul jacket, and a black and white toque;
Mrs Brandon, black Eton gown with
ecru lace collar, and a black hat trim-

med with red; Miss Brandon, a violet
frieze Eton suit, and black chiffon toque;
Mrs Hislop, black costume, black and

white bonnet : Miss Hislop, blue coat and

skirt, and black chiffon toque;
Mrs Sprott, black coat and skirt,
and black hat with tips; Miss

Sprott, in a brown gown, and hat to

match with wings: Mrs Butler, black

gown and caracul coat, large black hat

lined with white; Mrs Purdy, black

tailor-made Eton suit, black hat; Mrs

.Gore, black brocade gown, and cream

and violet lionnet; Miss Gore, pule grey

gown with white vest, and a cream hat

with flowers; Mrs Herepath, a tabae

brown cloth gown with cream guipure
on the bodice, and a toque to match with

wings; Mrs Reid, blaek gown and cara-

cul coat, black and white toque; Airs

Collins, a black gown and cape, and

large black picture hat; Mrs Quick,
blaek satin gown trimmed with white,
black and white bonnet; Aliss Quick, in
a fawn and white gown, and black hat;
Mrs Morison, black gown and sealskin
jacket, black hat with feathers; Airs C.
Izard, black gown and fur eoat, and a

white toque bound with orange velvet;
Miss Izard wore a red Russian gown

with cream laee collar, black and white
chiffon toque; Airs A. Pearqe, grey gown
and sealskin coat, and a blaek hat with
feathers; Airs C. Pearce, a blue voile

gown with cream laee revers, and a

blaek hat with feathers; Airs Turnbull,
black and white striped silk gown trim-

med with lace and pale blue velvet,
cream and blue toque; Alr.s 11. Crawford,
wore a pretty red frieze gown, the bodice
trimmed with cream appliques, and a

large hat to match; Mrs A. Crawford, a

dull blue gown and blaek toque; Airs

Beauchamp, a brown gown with hand-

some white lace on the bodice, and a

hat to match; Mrs Loughnan,
a brown gown and toque to

match; Airs. .1. R. Brown, dull
green voile gown with white vest, and a

white and black hat; Airs Harding,
blaek gown and velvet cape, and a black
and white bonnet; Miss Harding, in a

blue coat and skirt, and hat trimmed

with blue: Airs Nelson, black coat and

skirt, and hat trimmed with blue silk;
Alias Nelson, neat Eton suit and pink
hat; Airs Turrell, a pink frieze gown
with cream lace vest and revers, and a

black and white toque; Airs Mahtell,
dark skirt and long fawn coat, blaek
toque; Airs Al. Ross, black coat and

skirt, and flat black toque; Airs Barclay,
black figured gown trimmed 'with jet
and laee, and a black and white bonnet;
Alias Barclay, black gown and toque;
Aliss Brandon, dark brown gown, and

brown and eream toque; Aliss Stone, a

green coat and skirt with laee collar,
straw hat with pink flowers; Aliss Green-

wood, blaek silk gown, and bonnet trim-
med with lace and pink roses; Aliss Har-

court, a blue Eton gown, and blue velvet
toque with lace; Aliss Skerrett, corn-

flower blue gown, and hat to match;
Aliss D. Johnston in a pitik frieze Eton
gown prettily trimmed with cream in-

sertion, and a black chiffon toque; Miss

E. Williams, a grey gown and toque, and

black caracul coat; Aliss Buth, dark
skirt arid pale blue silk blouse, blaek hat

trimmed with blue; Aliss Fancourt, in

grey, and a blaek hat; Aliss Miles, a

maroon coat and skirt, and black and

white toque. lam afraid there were

many more, but among the number it
was almost impossible to see everyone, so

those I have not mentioned must forgive
me. There were also present, besides
General Babuigton and Captain Camp-
bell, Captain Alexander, Captain Rich,
Major Aloore, Alessrs Fraser, Butler,
Harcourt, Alorison, Pearce, Herepath,
Quick, Ross, Crawford, and others.

OPHELIA.

NELSON.

Dear Bee, June 30.

A very successful

BALL.

which was arranged by a committee

of ladies aud gentlemen, was held iu

the Provincial Hall on Wednesday
evening, and was much enjoyed by all

who were present. The hall was

beautifully decorated with flags and

flowers, and large mirrors adorned

all the walls. An excellent set-down

supper was provided, the tables be-

ing laden with all kinds of delicious

delicacies. Amongst the many pre-

sent were:—Mrs Allan, handsome
black evening dress; Afrs (Dr.) An-

drew, black .satin relieved with col-

oured flowers; Airs A. P. Burnes wore

an extremely handsome gown of

pale yellow satin, with frills of chif-

fon to match; Afrs Booth, deep red

satin with, trimmings of cream lace;
Mrs Bunny, black; Mrs Clarke, helio-

trope silk evening blouse, black

skirt: Airs Ellis, black, white fichu;
Airs Fell, handsome black satin

gown; Mrs Ferriday (Christchurch);
Alr.s A. Glasgow, blaek satin gown,

with rich laee on the bodice; Mrs

Frank Hamilton was much admired in

her lovely wedding of white

silk; Airs Harris, black; Airs Lem-

mer, white broche; Airs Lightfoot;
Mrs James Marsden (Stoke), wore an

exceeding handsome gown of black

satin, the bodice trimmed with Honi-

ton lace; Airs Macquarie; Airs Nalder

(Christchurch); Mrs Oldham, black

velvet gown, with side panels of helio-
trope silk, white lace cap; Airs A.

Oldham, her pretty wedding gown of
white broche silk; Mrs de Castro,
black satin relieved with scarlet rib-

bons; Mrs Macdonald (Cable Bay),

primrose silk and lace; Mrs Douglas
(Stoke), yellow silk veiled with black

lace; Airs Perrin, black evening
dress; Airs Robinson, black evening
dress; Airs Renwick, very handsome
gown of grey satin trimmed with

lace; Airs (Dr.) Roberts looked well

in black evening dress, with rich lace

on the bodice; Afrs Robinson, black;
Airs Sealy, black gown with Honiton

lace on bodice; Afrs Jack Sharp, black
silk and lace evening gown; Mrs

Tomlinson, black silk; Mrs Trent;
Airs F. 11. Richmond wore a handsome

gown of blaek silk and lace; Airs

Wither, white satin; Airs Young
(Afarlborough), pale blue satin; Miss

Bunny, pretty and becoming gown of

white gauze over silk; Aliss Blackett,
white gown with green velvet finish-

ings on the bodice; Miss Buchanan,
white muslin; Aliss Dorothy Bell, soft

l:

white silk brightened with scarlet
-,- w

flowers; Aliss Clifford, heliotrope-pink
silk; Aliss Collin-Campbell, white silk

and chiffon; Aliss Ellis, becoming ;-i

blue gown; Aliss A. Edwards, black
evening dress; Aliss Al. Ellis, white
muslin and lace; Aliss Fell, red silk

with white spots, cream lace on -l-

bodice; Aliss Alabel Glasgow, black
voile with jet trimmings; Misses

Gully (3), wore white; Aliss Green,
black velvet; Aliss Gibson, looked well
in black satin with touch of sapphire
blue on bodice; Afissl Huddlestone,
pale blue satin; Aliss Heaps, white

satin with deep violet velvet on bod-

THE EASIEST CHAIR IN THE WORLD.

i
The Masterpiece ’ *

An 6xquisita combi ’’ation of

■ Comfort and Elogance designs!

S*ve simultaneous rest to all

Skilled Upholsterer. ' i parts of the human frame.

EXTRACT FROM “AUCKLAND STAR,” NOVEMBER 19th, 1901.

“ An armchair, which for ease and comfort may fairly be said to surpass anything of its kind, has been put in the market by
Messrs. Smith & Caughey. The chair, which has been patented, is the Invention of Mr. W. Aggers, of this city. Its external appearance

is that of an ordinary armchair, but by an ingenious arrangement of springs, the new invention is made as comfortable as one could,
desire. The seat, back, and arms are all fitted with springs, which yield to every motion of the sitter, absolute ease being thus
secured. The chair is very simply constructed, there being nothing to get out of order, and the one originally made by the patentee,'
after two years of use, is now in perfect order. For invalids the chair should be very popular, and in clubs and hotels it will probably
be widely used. The maker has styled it the “ Advance.” In a slightly different chair the arms are made rigid.”
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ice; Miss Harris, soft white silk; Miss

Hanron, white evening dress; Miss G.

Jones, white silk; Miss Ledger, black

evening dress; Miss L. Ledger, white

silk and laee; Miss E. Ledger, light
blue silk; Miss Joy Ledger, her de-

butante’s gown of white silk; Miss

Lee (Wellington), white silk; Misses

Leslie (2), wore white evening

dresses; Miss E. Moore (debutante),
soft white silk and lace; Miss Moffat,

light blue silk, with trimmings of

pink; Miss Nalder (Christchurch)
looked pretty in pink; Miss Preshaw,

bright blue silk; Miss M. Preshaw, a

becoming gown of Coronation red

silk; Miss Perrin, white evening

dress; Miss Enright (Westport), pink
silk; Miss Mackay, yellow silk

trimmed with frills of yellow chiffon;

Miss Mcßae, black evening dress; Miss

F. Richmond (debutante) was much

admired in a handsome gown of

white broehe, with lace trimmings;

.Miss Robertson, an exceedingly hand-

some gown of white- chiffon hand-,

painted with pansies and trimmed

with rich lace over a slip of white

silk; Miss M. Robinson, pretty gown

of soft white silk; Miss E. Roberts,

white silk; Miss Sealy, Nil green

broehe satin, the bodice trimmed

with lace and pink roses; Miss Ethel

Sealy (debutante) looked very pretty
in a becoming gown of soft white

silk, tucked-and trimmed with tiny

frills, chiffon on the bodice; Miss

Stevens, black satin; Miss Tomlin-

son, white silk; Miss Trolove, white

evening dress; Miss Trent, white
brightened with pink; Miss Watkins,
black silk; Misses Wright (3), white.

Among the gentlemen were Colonel

Pitt, Judge Robinson, Drs. Roberts

and Andrew; Messrs, Allan, Booth,
A. P. Burnes, Broad, Clarke, Coney,
Catley, Clifford (2), Campbell, Airey,
Adams, Duncan, Douglas (Stoke), De

Castro, De Tourettes, Ellis (2), Ed-

wards. Eell, Falkner, Green, Gully
(2), Huddleston, Hamilton (3), Dixon,
Hursthouse, Ford, Cox, King, lem-

mer, Levien (2), Macquarie, James,
Oldham (3), Parker, Roberts (2),
Richmond, Roxby, Rowley, Sclanders,
Sharp, Strachan, Tomlinson, Young,
Wright and many others.

A large

CHILDREN’S FANCY DRESS BALL

was held in the Provincial Hall on

Friday evening, which was in every

way a great success. There were

about a hundred children present of
all ages, the dresses were bright and

pretty, and some were exceedingly
well carried out. Altogether the

children thoroughly enjoyed them-

selves, and will long remember their

fancy dress ball.

The news of the serious illness of

His Majesty the King came as a great
shock to all. The festivities for

Thursday were at once postponed,
and intercessory services have been

held at the Cathedral and other

churches, all of which have been well

attended.
PHYLLIS.

CHRISTCHURCH.

Dear Bee, July 2.

What a change swept over — one

might almost say—the world, at the

announcement of the King’s illness,
and it was not personal disappoint-
ment at the postponement of all fes-

tivities in connection with the Corona-

tion, but genuine sorrow at the cause.

Morning, noon and night people have

only been too anxious for the latest

bulletins,'and during service in many
of the churches on Sunday morning,
the then latest, and a very satisfac-
tory, one was read, the congregations
rose spontaneously and sang the “Na-
tional Anthem’’ so fervently as to be

almost a prayer. Late events in his-

tory have had a very sobering effect

on people generally, and news of the
masses who have attended the inter-

cessory services for the life of our

Sovereign shows how much in earnest

they are, and there will be deeper
thankful hearts and still greater re-

joicing when the Coronation does

take place.
The ball to have been given by the

Mayor and Mrs Wigram, of course,
has not taken place, and only minor

functions, before the news, have 1 Vu

tell of.

Mrs Pyne, Park Terrace, gave a

charming fancy dress party for child-

ren at her residence during the week.

It is one of the prettiest sights ima-

ginable to see these little people in

adult characters; they look so impor-
tant, and as if they felt their respon-
sibilities. A delicious tea was pro-

vided, a number of Mrs Pyne's girl
friends assisting- in entertaining the

young folks.

Mrs Andrew Anderson gave a dance

for young people at her pretty home,
“Merchiston,” Opawa, one evening
last week, when a most enjoyable
time was spent. Mrs Anderson wore

yellow brocade and blaek lace; Miss

Anderson, black and white; Misses
G. and R. Anderson, soft white silks;
Miss Wilding, white satin and chiffon;
Miss Merton, pale green silk; Miss

Denniston, white silk; Misses MF An-

derson, Denham, Neave, Tabart, Cock,
Kitson, Campbell; Messrs. Anderson,

Wilding, Loughnan, Cox, Williams,
Houlton, Lawrence, Ollivier were only-
some of those present, who thorough-
ly enjoyed the kind hospitality of Mr

and Mrs Anderson.

Dr. Graham Campbell has this

week sold off his furniture, and is

leaving for Canada, where his father,
who is now an elderly man, lives. Dr.

Campbell has done much for golf in

Christchurch, and wilt be greatly
missed from the Club, of which he

was secretary. Air J. O. Jamieson has

been appointed in his place, and will

have much to do in preparation for

the New Zealand championship meet-

ing, which, I understand, takes place
here on the Shirley Links in Septem-
ber.

Mr and Mrs Kinsey had a pleasant
little supper party during the week,

when some excellent pianola music

was enjoyed. Among those invited

were the Hon. J. T. and Mrs Peacock,
Mr and Mrs Stavcley, Mr and Mrs F.

M. Wallace, Mr and Mrs T. Garrard,
Mr and Mrs Waymouth, Miss Wav-

mouth, Miss Standish (Napier), Mr

A. Carrick, and Miss Martin and Miss

Garrard (Nelson).

We feel the deepest sympathy with

Aueklanders in the death of Bishop
Cowie, who has done so much to

endear himself to them, besides being
Primate of New Zealand. • We, too,
have lost a dear and revered friend
in Canon Cotterill, but as he had

reached the venerable age of eighty-
seven years, and had for some time

been failing in health, his death was

not unexpected. Great sympathy is

felt for his invalid wife, and he also

leaves a large family of grown-up
sons and daughters.
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Complete Story.

When He Was

a Little Boy.

Madame de Precy said to her hus-

band: “You wish to know what is

the matter? Oh! I will tell you, if for

a few moments you will condescend

to lend me your attention.”

In an icy tone he answered: “I will
not lend, I will give it* to you.”

“Well, then, the matter is”—and a

trembling- voice betrayed her excite-

ment—“that life with you has be-

come unbearable, and that I have re-

solved no longer to try to endure it.

You are, I admit, an honourable man,

and have, I believe, been a faithful

husband. I, on my side, have never

forgotten my marriage vows. Here

we stand on the same ground. The

trouble is that we are uncongenial.
Everything I do annoys you, and to

me all your ways are insufferable.

What I say always vexes you, and

your laugh drives me crazy. Even
when silent, we provoke each other.

About the merest triflies we leave
frightful scenes—about a hat, a dress,
whether it will be best to carry a

cane or an umbrella, or whether the

meat is overdone or not—-in short,
everything—and everything makes us

quarrel! Then at home, either you

talk so much that I cannot put in a

word, or else you do not open your

lips, and you look about as cheerful

as a mortuary chapel. I must be

happy when you are happy, sad when

you are sad. Your temper is change-
able, odd, quick; yon do not allow

the slightest contradiction; if I be-

gin to speak of something which does

not interest you, I am not allowed to

finish my sentence. For me to ex-

press an opinion, suffices to make

you take an opposite view- You in-

sist that you understand music, and

that I know nothing about politics,
while, in point of fact, the contrary
is the truth. You scold my maid un-

til she cries, and your disgusting
valet drinks all the wine in my cel-

lar. You forbid me to smoke, and in-

sist that my dresses shall not be cut

too low. And when we quarrel even

about some very ordinary matter, in-

stead of its being over in five minu-

tes, it lasts for hours, and we try to

outdo each other in saying bitter

things which neither of us forgets.
In short, everything about me is dis-

agreeable to you. I feel it, and I know

it; you hate the tone of my voice, the
sound of my step, my gestures, even

my clothes; do not deny it, at this

very moment I can read in your face

that you would like to pitch me out

of the window.”

“Therefore?” said M. de Precy.
“Therefore I conclude that it is

wiser for us not to prolong jur ex-

perience of married life. Its having
proved a failure is neither your fault

nor mine, or rather it is the fault of

both; at any rate it is a fact. We

were not made to live together; until

we cease to do so, neither of us will

be happy. After all. there is nothing
to prevent us from amicably parting.
Fortunately there is no child to quar-
rel about, we have each .an ample
fortune, so I really cannot see why
we should any longer remain on the

perch, putting out each other’s

feathers. As for me I have had

enough of it, and yon have had too

much. I am quite sure you will be

happy; sometimes in the morning
while you are shaving, you will think
of me; and for my part I shall always
remember you as a perfectly honour-

able, thoroughly disagreeable man.

But for that I bear you no ill will,
because it is in your blood, all the
Precys are so, and your own father
and mother, as you have often told

me, could never contrive, for more

than ten days at a time, to remain to-

gether. However, I will waste no

more breath in talking about the

matter, but will now, Monsieur, re-

tire to my own rooms, where until to-

morrow I shall pass my time in think-

ing over the most practical way in

which to arrange our separation.”

M. de Precy had in silence receiv-

ed this avalanche of reproaches, but

his lips twitched, once or twice he

sighed, deeply sighed, and toward

the middle of the discourse he haff

begun to pace the floor- When his

wife ceased speaking he stopped be-

fore her, and looking at her with an

expression which he strove to render

as dignified as possible, said in a sad,
somewhat victimised, tone of voice:

“Have you finished?”

“I have finished, and it is finish-
ed,” was Madame’s reply.

“So be it, my dear; the book is

closed, and I, like you, think it best

not again to open it. As you wish it,
we will to-morrow separate and

each try solitude.”

“Oh, 1 permit you to enliven it!”

“Thanks, and I forbid you to do
so.”

“Gracious! I do not dream of such

a thing. When I leave you, it is to

become my own mistress, not to

change masters. You can be quite

easy; to marry again would be a

folly I shall never commit. Have

you anything more to say?”
“No, except that if we take this

step without knowing to what it may
lead ”

“Oh! I know. First to peace, then

to old age, finally to Pere Lachaise.”
“Do not joke, but please allow me

to finish. We will do as we wish, but

it is not necessary that the world

should be at once enlightened as to

our disagreements. That is my opin-
ion, and 1 think you will agree with

me.”

“I do not know, because of course

people cannot long remain ignor-
ant ”

“Yes, but for a time. Later the

same objections will not exist. In

short, this is what I ask: before tak-

ing any measures to obtain a divorce,
let us by all means separate, but

under special conditions which will

save appearances, and excite no sus-

picions in the minds of our friends.”
“What, then, is your idea?”

“As you wish to leave tounorrow,
do so; but instead of taking refuge
with some friend in the country or

abroad, as is probably your inten-

tion, go to Meneaux, my chateau in

Brittany, and as long as you can en-

dure it—two months, if you have the

courage—(remain there. Madame

Benard, my parents’ old housekeep-
er, who brought me up, is in charge.
She will receive you, and in every

way look after your comfort. You

can tell her that I will soon join
you.” a

“That, I imagine, will not be the

truth.”

“No, but you had better say so.

The house is well furnlsned, pretty
and not more than four miles from

Guerande. Under the pretext that

Brittany is too far away from Paris,
you have always avoided setting foot

upon this family estate where my
childhood was passed. This, before
we each go our own way in life, is a

good opportunity to look at it. If

you let this chance escape you will
never have another. Now, can I
count upon you? Do you consent?”

“You have made your request with
civility, and I consent. I will go to

Meneaux, and will remain there for

two months. You may send a tele-

gram to Madame Benard.”
Then a few words more were ex-
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changed with a coldness too intense

to be quite genuine.
“Thanks—good-night—good-bye! —

yes, good-bye!"
'.Their voices did not tremble, on

no; but their hearts, their poor

hearts ached! Each one privately
thought; “What? Can it be true,

we are to part—and for ever? That

is what we shall see, my wife! I’m

not quite sure about that, my hus-

band!”
Hut, nevertheless, Madame de

Precy the next day departed.
On a clear, fresh May morning the

young woman arrived at Meneaux.

It is at the seaside a delightful mo-

ment when spring, like a tiny child

on its uncertain legs, hesitatingly

treads there. The sparse, backward

vegetation is more rugged than else-

where, the blue of the sky has a

deeper tint, and in the salt air there

is something bracing and healthful
which brings red to the cheek and

peace to the soul.

For Madame de Precy's occupation

Madame Benard had on

the second floor, a large bed-cham-

ber, wainscoted in oak and hung
with old sulphur-coloured damask,
which on one side overlooked a wide

expanse of flat country, broken only
here and there by a rock or a thin

cluster of reeds; and on the other a

pine wood ceaselessly murmuring in

the breeze.

After she had emptied her trunks

and made herself at home in her

room, Madame de Precy found plenty
of time for reflection. Nature offers

to those who at a moral crisis fly to

her many consolations. By a sort of

reflex action she deadens pain,
soothes and cheers. Her immutabil-

ity, her apparent egotism, are good
advisers. Before her who does not

pass away, one learns to see that

everything else will do so, our little

happinesses as well as our great sor-

rows, and the order which in every-
thing- she observes, incites us to

order also our hearts and minds.

Madame de Precy began to think,
and more seriously, than, for many

and many a long day before. She

reviewed her entire past life, begin-
ning with the first white pages of

cradle, dolls, first communion, long
skirts and balls, next, turning to the

chapter of marriage. Her life had

not been a romance, scarcely even a

story, but very ordinary, without

great joys, great catastrophes, or

anything striking. Every nig-ht she
had gone to bed with the secret hope
that the next day something might
happen. During the nine years of

her married life, the sun had rispn
many times, but never had anything
happened. Little by little, she and

hei- husband had become embittered,
and perhaps he also, without being
willing to admit it, had suffered from

that monotony to some beings so

irritating — monotony 'of things,
hours, events, crimes, heroisms, vices,
seasons, rain, sun, admirations qnd
anticipations. Her husband was not

a man to be despised; cultivated,
distinguished, honourable, sometimes

(only sometimes) tender-hearted—in

fact, admirable — yet impossible to

live vfith. So, while deploring; her

fate, in the bloom of youth finding
herself thus alone and in a false po-

sition, she did not, however, regret
the impulse to which she had yielded.
She would not know happiness, but

she could have peace. One cannot

expect everything- at once.

Without feeling that her dignity
was compromised she gladly accepted
the society of Madame Benard, the

old housekeeper in charge of the

chateau, and yet as a rule she was

haughty. But Madame Benard had

brought up Monsieur de Precy, and

then the country equalises; its

solitude brings together human be-

ings, raising a little those who are

below, and lowering a little those

who are above, so that Madame de

Precy and the good old lady—for a

lady she really was — soon became

friends.

On the day Madame Benard took

Madame de Precy through tae cha-
teau, she went first to a large room

on the third storey, and as she push-
ed open the door, said:

“I want to begin by showing you
Everything connected with Monsieur’s

ehildhood. This is the room where

Monsieur played and amused himself

when he was a little boy."
Then she opened closets where lay

balls, drums, trumpets, boxes of tin

soldiers, games of patience, checkers

and dominoes, saying, as one after
another she fingered them:

“These were Monsieur’s playthings,
when he was a little boy.”

And suddenly she pulled from a

heap a doll with a broken nose.

“See, Madame! he even had a doll,

that boy; he called her Pochette, and

when he kissed her he used to say,

‘Site shall be my wife!’ Was it not

ludicrous? Well, he would not say

that now. He has something bet-

ter.”
Madame de Precy did not replly.

The housekeeper questioned:
“It must agitate you to see all

these things?”
She answered: “Yes, Madame

Benard.”
Then the old lady took her to see

the room where Monsieur used to

sleep; sometimes forgetting herself,
instead of Monsieur, she said Louis;

and Madame de Precy was strangely
moved at hearing pronounced by an-

other that name she had so often

called, but might never say again.
The room where her husband used

t» study was next exhibited, with

its shelves still filled by his old

school-books and copy-books. One

of the latter was seized by Madame

Benard, who tendering it to Madame

de Precy, cried:

“See how well Monsieur wrote

when he was a little boy.”
And traced in large uncertain let-

ters she read:

“Let us love one another.”

Then she exclaimed: “I should fike

to go out into the air; I do not feel

curie well.”

They went out of doors, and for

some moments silently walked about.

When a large pond on which floated

two beautiful white swans was pre-

sently approached, Madame Benard

announced.

“Here is the jvond where Monsieur

kept his boat when he was a little

boy. One evening he came near

drowning himself. I shall never for-

get that.”

When, a few steps farther on,

they reached an old straight-
backed moss-grown wooden bench on

either side of which stood a tall

earthenware vase, she cried.

“This is the bench where Monsieur

used to sit and read when he was a

little boy.”
Next they entered the vegetable

garden, and Madame Benard, walk-

ing at once toward a little plot, en-

closed by a hedge of box, said again:
“This was Monsieur’s garden when

he was a little boy.”
As they afterward crossed the ser-

vants’ court, a glimpse of the farm

horses in their stalls, afforded by
widely opened stable doors, caused

Madame Benard to exclaim:

“Oh, Boniface used to be kept
there!”

“What was Boniface?” asked
Madame de Precy-

“Boniface was Monsieur’s pony
when he was a little boy.”

So clearly had Madame Benard

brought before Madame de Precy a

little Louis who studied, read, wrote,

laughed and played, that she almost

saw him now, in short trousers with
sun-burned legs and bare head, run-

ning across the g-arden.
■When later in the day they were

both seated in the diningroom, near a

large window' overlooking the sea,
Madame Benard began in a simple

way to relate the story of Monsieur

when he was a little boy. It was not

very cheerful.

“I must tell you, Madame,” said the

old woman, “that Monsieur’s parents
were very peculiar. You never saw

them, but I knew them well.

“Just Imagine, theyactually disliked
each other, and without auy good rea-

son. That they were not ‘congenial’
was the only excuse they could give
for living almost always apart; but

think how wicked that was! If the

father was in Paris, the mother
travelled, and when she returned, he

went away. They both loved Mon-

sieur Louis, but rather than share

his society preferred entirely to de-

prive themselves of it. So he was

sent here to me, and I had to be to

him both father and mother. That

is the way I happened to bring him

up, and I did my best. His parents
both died quite young, and he, poor
child, wept as bitterly as if ne had

known them. I can forgive him, but

I’m quite sure that when I die, he will

not grieve as much-

“I tell you all this, Madame, be-

cause perhaps he has never done so,

and also that you may be able to

make allowance for him if some-

times he appears nervous, quick-tem-
pered, or moody. It is not his fault;
it is the fault'of old times when he

was a little boy. Had it not been for

his deserted, lonely childhood, he

w'ould have grown up quite a differ-

ent man.”
All this Madame Benard said, and

much besides, telling many anecdotes,
and giving a mass of details, so that

the conversation lasted until even-

ing- Neither of the two women

thought of ringing for a lamp, and

darkness enveloped them. There-

fore, Madame Benard did not ob-

serve that Madame de Precy was fur-

tively drying her eyes. When she

rose it was to say:

“All you have related about my

husband has interested me very

much, dear Madame Benard,” and

she warmly pressed the good old wo-

man’s hands. This did not astonish
Madame Benard, nor was she sur-

prised when the young woman hand-
ed her a telegram for Paris to be

sent to the office at Guerande. What

did the telegram contain? What is

sure Is, that it was sent that night,
and that the next day M. de Precy
arrived.
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Stamp Collecting.
Mails are now being carried between

Manchester and Liverpool by motor car.

• • •

The 5/ lilac stamp has at length been

issued in Trinidad.

•F + +

The French 30e. stamp, current type,
has appeared in pale violet.

• • •

The 25e. indigo British North Borneo

stamp has been issued surcharged
“British Protectorate.’’ inverted.

• • •

Straits Settlement has issued a new

8 cent stamp, perf. 14, water marked
C.A. and crown, colour purple and

brown, and bearing the King’s head.

• e •

The German 2-mark stamps, with
the Gothic lettering,.is not to be re-

issued after the present stock is ex-

hausted.

• e •

The Transvaal new issue of stamps
range from one half-penny up to 10/,
till bearing the picture of the King.

• • •

It is stated that the first lot of the

new issue of Djbouti stamps were not

perforated. Later lots will, however,
be perforated.

• • •

The new issue of King Edward

stamps for Grenada will be the first

from that country over 1/. The higher-
values are 2/, 5/, and 10/.

• • o

As the Australian Federal Govern-

ment has authority to take over con-

trol of British New Guinea, it is pro-
bable the stamps in 1001 will be

superseded.

The 4d green and brown, 9d purple
and blue, 5/ rose, and 10/ ultra marine

King Edward British stamps have now

been issued. They are similar in design
to the previous issue.

• • •

Abyssinian stamps, surcharged
“E'thiope,” were withdrawn from cir-

culation on April Ist, a new set, over-

printed “Pbsta,” in Amharic charac-

ters, being substituted.

• • •

She has come at last —the female

philatelist kleptomaniac. Recently
in New York a young woman annex-

ed about 10 dollars worth of stamps,
while professedly making a small

purchase- She got clear away with

the labels, and the dealer is now sus-

picious of any lady stamp collector

that visits his establishment.
• • •

The “Montreal Philatelist’’ has the
following in a recent issue: “As a

rule every British colonial stamp of

5/ value or over is a good purchase.”
Judging by the prices asked for New

Zealand 5/. London print, the advice

is sound. Of course, most 5/ stamps
are lost on legal documents, compara-

tively few going through the post.

• • •

It is proposed to have a postal
museum for Paris. It would be a

good idea to start a collection for

the Auckland Museum. Probably the

Postal Department would, if asked,
forward all new issues, and in time

the collection would become of mone-

tary value, besides being useful for

collectors to refer to. Australian

and South Sea Island issues might be

obtained so as to make the collection

purely a Southern one.

• • •

Now that the war is happily’ over in
South Africa, philatelists in New Zea-

land are hoping that it might be made

memorable by the disappearance from

New Zealand current issues of that beau-
tifully artistic production known as the

lid khaki war stamp. A better one

might easily be produced, and could be

made commemorative. of peace. Now

that the Boors arc fellow members of
the Empire there is no need to keep the
IJd war stamp in issue, and from an

artistic, point of view “it never would
be missed.”
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of cost and trouble. Used by all the loading DiplamAes of the Routh

Kensington SchoolofCookery, London. Invaluable also for avariety of

Sweet Dishes, racicea lorwhich accompany ovary packet.

NO EQGSI NO RISK I NO TRCUBLEI

Storekeepers ata obtain Supplies from aii the lesdiar Wholesale Houses.

fiLhsuvrjkcnmwsa
royaler

FRENCH P,Q, CORSETB

.. these: . •

weaio-HEm/NED corsets

Have been awarded

10 GOLD MEDALS

And

DIPLOMES D’HONOUR3

And wherever exhibited have obtained

THE HIGHEST HONOURS

obtainable;from

ALL LEADING DRAPERS
Throughout New Zealand,

IN MANY VARIETIES, SHAPES,

AND STYLES.

—CURATIVE
’

i Your indigestion means a starved body, a

'lull brain, shattered nerves, an aching head, WWy’jfYwyß
tired limbs, torturing pains, restless nights, a VlSPgßSrelr'

broken constitution, and premature old age unless
y OH root it out at once with Mother Seigel's Cura-

f3gsgSSf tire Syrup. This great herbal remedy exerts a unique
jw curative and invigorating influence upon the organs of wja

digestion, and has brought health and vigour to countless wgSHMiM
thousands of half-dead dyspeptics. It did all this for Miss Wsgg9

MgßMy C. Halton, and it can do the same for you. She suffered MB
SSSW agonies for quite three years from indigestion and anaemia, V&t'

a”d found a perfect cure in Mother Seigel’s Curative Syrup.
Easy Writing~7rom New St., Brighton, Victoria, she says: “When I Wm
g&r first started taking Mother Seigel's Curative Syrup I was a W®

living skeleton, pallid as a ghost, and weak as an infant. Now I Vass
Uy have a hearty appetite, and can go through a day’s work with any
Hf woman in Victoria.” Such testimony affords conclusive proof that WB
V Mother Seigel's Curative Syrup
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Hearne’s Bronchitis Cure
THE FAMOUS REMEDY FOR

COUGHS, BRONCHITIS, ASTHMA and CONSUMPTION.

HAS THE LARGEST SALE OF ANY CHEST MEDICINE IN AUSTRALIA.

Those who have taken this medicine are arnazyl at ita wonderful in fluence. Sufferers from any form of Bronchitis. Cough, Difficulty of

Breathing, Hoarseness, Pain or Soreness in the Chest, experience delightful and immediate relief; and to those who are subject to Colds on the
Cheet it is invaluable, aa it effects a Co- ip’etc Cure. It is most comforting in allaying irritation in the throat and giving strength to the voice, and
it neither allows a Cough or Asthma to become chronic, nor Consumption to develop. Consumption has never been known to exist where “Coughs”
have been properly treated with this medicine. No house should be without it, as, taken at the beginning, a dose is generally sufficient, and a

Complete Cure is certain.

A Lady in London. A FSSW EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS. Gratitude and Appreciation.
MARTYR TO COLDS AND BRONCHIAL ASTHMA. « I usodyoar Breachills Cur. tor Hires otmy family,it curedovcl: of themin from one to three dosfta.—A.

HUNDREDS < t,RBD IN THEIR OWN CIRCI.K.

CURED BY ONE BOTTLE OP HEARNE'S MULLINS, Cowio’bCreek, Victoria." “The • ScienUSc Australian' OMro,
V* y? XTT*T'vc* f’TTßli' <4 TV tf rr

1‘a!», Queoil Street, klO.bltirUO.
“ Your Bronchitis Cure relieved son wonderfully qciek. I only gave h’m four doses, and have some of the ,_fa s. ’**art‘e -~The silentworkers ar«frequently

THE DOCTOR SO INTERESTED THAT HE medicineyet; but lam sendingfor anotherbottlein case I should rrant it.—D. M‘DONALD, Trbikey, via Qulrlndi, ‘t® *,O x‘ ’ *• anybody in Victoria

rtRRTFD off TRF kmptv BATT’
'•

New South Wales.” h.r , Las «-ep«ateUy work-
CAkKIKVOFJ THE EUPTi Ing lor and singing (he praises of Hearne s Bronviiitie

«A xr G «- Cure, it is our Mr. Phillips.
Orange, N.a.w. “Your Bronchitis Care is a wonderfulmedicine.-A. B. SIMMONS, N0.7, Ranny Street, Paddington, Sy iney.” “Thin gentlemen,some three years ago was re corn-

~
*“• H«a rn«.~ mended to try your Bronchitis Cure byMr.’ Barham ac-•Dear Sir, I enclose for your own pr.vate psrusaJ “My wife is Si yoars old,andI ran 79, andlam gladtoinform yon thatyour Bronchitis Coro has doneus both a countaut, Collins Street, end iho effect that it had wasportion ofa letter rGCCxijsa from.my movoer. Mrs. wonderful dealofgood,it having quickly cered us both.—lt.BASSETT, StrathCreek,via Broadford, Victoria.” •'-> marked thathe hai ever sinue been continually ro-

of London, r.nglaud, from which you will glean that
• *

commending it to others.

?O
0 wiS* anv

“ I have usedeaa bottle of yonrRronehUis Cure with great benefit to myself, as ifcj smothering has completely t“' Ve ar® *lad "J'1 oar testimony to thevalue

J .?li7ert7!?msi me.-(Mrs.) JOHaN RAHILLY, Glenm < ,ie.

to me ' *" ,008e* yOa Can
“I havefound yourBronchitis Cure a splendid medicine.—JOHN MADDEN, Skipton, Victoria.” oven ia ojr owu,fp .*.* of *<*«!u*talan<je.

“ I beard ofyenr e=cellcr.t ren cdy, andsent it to F.ng-
’ Relieve us always to be,

land. You can neo for what an immense sue- “I havefinished the Bronchitis Cureyousent, rn l am amazed atwhat it has donein thetime. The difficulty of ■. .>■,,~“<•. . v „

cessit was.—Years faithfull.-. breathinghas all gone.—J. HARRINGTON, Bingogung, Morundah, N.b.W.”
r.ULLiI 3, ORMON l»h A CO.

Extract from letter alluded toabove:—
————

You will be iuicrcuied In hearing that I think the “My cold, bad as it was, disappeared after two dosaa.—C. J. CURRIE, Solicitor, Victoria Chambers, Queen Ou-xAnr’-.-,,4
Bronchitis Cure iwoll. excellent. Twas very bad when Street, ilelbourne.” UJOene.ana lOStlmony.

a/.d I immediately flew to it. Thatwas last FROM BRISBANE WHOLESALE CHEMISTS.

imcbmlSistsa veiisSsiyTTid curie! , "Ilately aimiaistereS wmo ol jour Bronchitl, Cure to a bo-.i of miaj. with splendid effect The cure was “SI. Queen Street, Brisbane. Queensland,
oft theempty boti-U io find out if'he cov.ld got a full one absolutelymiraculous.—F. J. PACKER, Quiera, Neutral Bay, .i/dney,N. 3.rV. - Mr W. G.Hearne,—
from a chemutwho is ia a large wav here.’ 7 . Sir,—Please send ni S 6 dozen Bronchitis Cure

The names are withheld from publication,butwill bo “YourBronchitis Cure, as usual, acted splendidly.—C. H. BRADFORD, Casterton, Victoria.” by first boat. Wo enoloeaour cheque to cover amount

suppliedprivately when devized. ■> ”.»O
w

er
’«_ ' “Kindly forwardanotherhottieof your famous Bronchitis Curewithout delay, asI fiad it to boa most valuable . * ; oR* a hearyour Drtmchitla Clare sjiokon well of.

medicine.—(Mrs.) J. SLATER, AVarragul, Victoria.” ' A gentleman told us to-day thathehad givenit toa rhild

AGONISING COUGH. b) ‘dOTw"'"* 1’18 1118tUl,‘ bCh“! ‘l '“tB

NINE MONTHS'
T
»
ry S?*"*’?4w l thX°»J BronoUUU Cure. The rudtwoa marvellous. Il eased me right off atonee.-G. “Wa are dithfully yourn,.si.Shj.IQJHS IOSIUB*.. SEVTEII, Bourke, New South Wales." THOMASON, CHATER A CO.,

KBLIKVE& BYONE DOSE OF HEARNE'S BRON-
"

WholesaleChemists."

OHITIS CURE, AND CURED BYTWO BOTTLES.
“ Your medicinefor asLSma is worth 20/- a bottle.—W. LETTS, Heywood, Victoria.”

- ... ~ ‘Dergholm, Victoria. “I i iaTe tried IoU of medicine, but your* is ths best I ever had. lam recommending it to everybody.—S.
Cured tn Ton Days.

„ P^r^lv2—\ Wiih to »dd ray testimony to the w on- STEELE, YankoSiding, New SouthAVales.” THE EDITOR OF THE OLDEST NEWSPAPER IN
Lenul effect of your Bronchitis Cure. I suffered tor victhqii rn tTuvri
uino mouths, ana the cough was so distress!ftgly bad at

«-
.

..
.

. <• ,T
. - .

, ... T
x . VICTORIA KXPRKSbLSGRATEFUI.

nights I was obligedtogrtup and sit by thefire. I had 1 suffered from chronicasthma andbrnncaibE, for which I obtainedno relief until I tried yourmedicine,but 1 APPRECIATION.
medical advice, and tried other ‘remedies.’ without Cftn truly nay that I am astonishedat my present freedom, as u. direct result of my brief trial.—JOHN C. ...

wr

avail. I tried youra, and never lad a fit o/ coughing TRELaWNKY, Severn River, via InvcreU, N<S.\V.”
„

Hearne, Esq. Dear bir,-Permit me to cx-

aftcr taking the first dose,, and though 1 havehad but v°f h” yal4C
.

of > our

has wa-s^d^rSn’Jnt^^^lin?“Last yearI suffered severely from brer.c’utis, sadthe doctor,to whom I paid sevan guineas, did notdome any atiaTk oi Brou.-hitU, irl took vour"niodiulne, wUhThe
tiie cfflclcVtf yotx to JnSne I<ooi: I ,ho?rd of V

T

BronchitisCure, anti two boltleeof it made rac quite wed.—H. HOOD, Brouklanda, Avoca result that at the ond of t-n days the complaint had

HtniSed* y wonderfulremedy to anyoneI see § treot> South Yarra, Melbourne.” completely leB t mo. Wo aro uow never without the

‘ Yours fuitbfullv
madicino in thehouse, and al tho first indication of a

“JAMES ASTBURY.” “ Pleasesendma half-a-dozen of your Bronchitis Cure. This medictnc eured me io thowinter, and has now
coldit is taken, withiinni-xliato curativeeffect.

cured a friand ofmine ofa very badbronchitis.—A. ALLEN, Oiune House, Lome, Victoria.”
1 *un ’ m Yde* r

5
r

«Wa iK. , “Your Bronchitis Curehas done me much good. This is a new experienee, tor all themedi-ine I previously took
“Editor Geelong Advertiser.

Doarnn’a
° e2f';r iO^v made mo ranch worse. lam satisfiedthatUte tw o bottles ofBronchitis Cure1 gotfro?nyou havepulled me through

r

■h“SttOM WUBLOD. Kt.rta,"
. „„ „„„

which undoubtedly prove its distinct healing power.’ tlie steady andrapid increaso in tha miles of yonr Broiv

Signed by the Lev. JOHN fiIhCLAiR, Myers Street, “The bottle ofBronchitis Cure I got from you was magical 1a its effects.—CHAS. WYBROW, Enoch’s Point, chilis Cure.”—ELLIO!”£ BROS., Ltd., Wholesale Drug-
Geulong, andfifty-nineotherleadingresidents. viaDarlingford, Victoria.” gists, Sydney, N.S.W.”

Consumption. Three Cases Completely Cured by
A

Extract from a lettar aiuoewritten by the samelady A Flvo Years’Case.
„

— ~ . to ner
son, Mr. John S. Mortimer,Llenweiiyn, Katunga.

TOO ILL TO leavehis BED. On® Bottle of Hearne's Brcnefaitls Victoria.
s

CURED BY ONE SMALL BOTTLE.

A COMPLETE CUKE. Cure. HER DAUGHTER HAD BEEN VEP.Y ILL.
•'Mr.W.G.lUarne.—

“Mr. W. G. Hearne. Dear Si?,-I amwriiiagtoicU SEVERE COLD,'WITH LOSS OF VOICE, CURED SPITTING UP BLOOD. ••
DeerSir,—Kindly sendmo one larw bottle of your

you noons .he wonuenclcureycur medicineha. 3 effected -p v ttatfa um'’i,rp Bronchitis Care. 1 hiu wore than vlcu.icd with the ro-

\s ’- About three years ago 1 began tc cough. ’ ’ THE DOCTOR SAID NOTHING MORE COULD BE guiis of your wonderful medicine,as u smaH bottlecured
At nr-, tho cough was nut severe, but it gradnallytfot A SUPPLY SENT TO A RELATIVE IN ENGLAND DONE. inylittlsgirl, whohadbeen suffering for live years, and
worse; sad I became very weak and troubledwith night now tdo notfeel safe U.' o -ei U.out >t.
aw«a a, palnrnmj “LlonwoUyn, Katunga,VI?. CUREDBY HEARNE'S BRONCHITIS CUBE.

“

I remain, yours iKithtully,
On severaloccasions therewas bloodin theexpectoraied “Mr. Hearne,—- “AGNES F. KENNEDY,
matter. I hadbean treatedby adoctor, whopronounced <• t «...

. , , ~, .. Tho extract runs as follows: “As for myself, thank “fiethanjaVictoria.*’
iny case to be Consumption, nnd varicus other treat- Af vSfr Ucl } jrith the effect- tboLord> j ani leclinff slron -

er thanI havefor y
eiirs . I

«eta*nga,vic-ono.

xr.eiits Lad been triad, but without he-.sCr. It was at 3«nh«4‘wvh!a SA^U?’ Las-winterthree of my chil hadan attack of bronchitisin November, but llearas’s ■

this stAgethatI heard of yourBron tidilj Cure, andsent ss*?},”
„

V2E* and oottlecuredthe t.irco Bronchitis Curewas againsuccessful. I /cel quite well,
toyoufor a course of iha medicine. When it arrived I th.Vs “i*40 1'a l a 3o 'ere

andwalk into town, frsling quite strong. a S'AvanYnars’ Case
v.ai tooill toleave ray bed,butI »i»en^dUking it a* lh“ JS*\’’>-« «'? »»« Mx'bdu., more ofth.

* 83V®nYears Gas®,

once, and gradually improved. I cm glad to any that «.},?£?? lBe ,raconl -neß(i . medicine, ns 1 wish to have a supply in the house. I
fxvfctd*}att\vkt non \x n m ittfr

the twolots of medicine yousenthave effected ft com-
X”«

°

T*“*2“I??<hslne o
>
taa4ld?;V v

ffet it made up here.and let my chemist
EXPECTOaIAHNG BLOOD AND MATTER,

piece cure, for whichacceptray verv bestthanks. Ji°a, to Rt £J* C? “cur to have a bottle io see whathe could Ao. He tells me thia
-,«*•»>» -v r-r-

“ Yoursgratefully, to * Y greatly from bron-
>y?ek j mk, nothing out of it; he never saw auv- COMPLETELY CURED.

“T nt ATB
“ T addreS3«enclosed. 1 Hrn

~

like it before, so there Is only one thiugfor mo io
.iz.. r-j tc- -

T a

“
Yours gratefully, do, sendfor more. I have never kept In bed one day

“ Mr. W. G. Iloarne,—
WOBtaunsterBadge „oau,S.E., London,

“JOHN S. MORTIMER."
aiJ 1 to‘»ke it- 1 ™«d '« bein bed a fort- .. Daar sir,_Y o U r medicine ba» cured me of broneht.n.iniat atim a »l«jy J,. s >d efterth.tlormnr.tbs I was

tie and aethkn, from which 1 Buffered for upwu-<l« nf
Therelative inEngland,whois 80 yearaold.al.ocured ,Vak "M tM>a!d sn4w ? s "iwaya taknw ,oTtn yJara ,i. lrinx which p-riod I wu. Hcareelv ever

Severe Cough. *y Hearne's Bronchitis Cure. cod lirer oil, so you will Bee al onee it is quite worth free from coughs, and froouenUr thodiHuulty of brauth-

A FIVE YEARS' CASE.
“ ba.been

RELIEVED AT ONCE AND COMPLETELY CURED A GREAT SUFFERER. n^ r‘ Sfl
B\ HEARNE’S BRONCHITIS CURE.

win vnT wit vvn wnn twvt vp vri'c-rixt!

told her husband that there was and at tho time I obtainedyour madicino i was confined
a?- t» tr

t . HAD NOT WALKED FOR TWELVE MONTHS. noihingmore hecould do for her. So on theSunaay I fm«n n rinlnnt .•.iiijh,r£A•'4tr€rcJ ft-om severe coldon thechest senther halfa bottle of tlra Bronchitis Cure, and told
and matter an? v h<lZi of?e-

ment
ALWAYS WALKS N’OW, AND IS QUITE WELL her to try it, end it shedid notuse it, not to wasteit, but The> mXiio give me woh ome

I used your whtJh «v- ™ J ?et,?vU afav‘i u , Sho h£d aVh co“fld cnee in her doe- reliof; and r Blcadiiy I:u;.rove d aa 1 < onlinued thotreat-

l
STRONGER WAN SHE HAS DONE FOR 1 »»«?.

und* raedlcino; does good at once. YEARS. night’s rest was ver\ good, and coughandbleeding from •• irand can the licked.’ . thi lunp better. She sent for anotherhalf bottle, and <• lUlmain Svdnes
”

»ours sincerely, “8, Watson Street. Burton-onTrent, on thefollowing Sunday sent over to say thai shewas
xximaiu, n?unr..

“W. TREMELLEN. “Staffordshire, England. quitecured and<lidnot require any more medicino. Ho
Mudewarre, Victoria.” “Mr. W. G.Hearne, Geelong — J ou heo greatgood it has done, andshe wishes to

“ DO.r Sir -Ycnr loiter and Broncblii. Cur. to hand
“ y nBX‘ 'aW, ‘ y

"

A.thmaquite safe. lam sura you will begladto knowthat your
-

«siiuiib.

A ChildSeven Months Old
Bromhltis Caro baa quite cured ins. I was very clad

PREVIOUS TBKATMFNT Fin Fl>. when it came, as I was suffeiiacfrom a severe attackof «»
PREVIOUS TREATMENT fAILED.

A SUFIERER FROM BIRTH. Bronchitis al the time it arrfred. I had sent for r;y
» ®ar® Agony.

A SEVENTEEN YEARS’ CASE.
CUREDBY A BOTTLE OF HEARNE’S B&pNCHITIS FXrtedYuk&Vthe

a dai DISTRESSING, SUFFOCATING, DRY COUGH CURED BY THREE BOTTLES
CURE. at directed, and was very much eased at once. At th’. ENTIRELY REMOVED BY FIVE DOSES.

“Mr w a TrA...nn n®.- *-• t- »
end ofaweek I only took it twice a day. and thenonly ,xrr,, T Mr. Alex. J. Anderson, of Oak Park, (’hurloHvllle,

Rninn lint tin —kindly forward
me a every night for a week, ax I felt

very muck better, when,
NO OTHER TREATMENT COULD EVEN EASE IT Queensland, wrilciiAfter suffering fnau Hstiinis tor

««r n.wnnj al2^> u

r

«u*
OIIC^lt \,, turc as soon H 8 l’ o,BlbJ e 2 thanksto the Lord fur adding His blessing, I was quite MO< •, • * ,

~ e
17years, and havbig been nnder a groat many different

?°K5a w.naper, owing toa cold, i well, and walked into town and back without feeling Sir.-My wife was for twelveyears a sufferer from a treatment* without bcnifit.I was induced to try Ilcame’aill JS!S foir when she J*41
?*1®- 1 had not done thatpreviously for twelve P io,t Nuffocatinr, dry cough thst could not niedi-inefor asthma. Aftertaking three bottles of thisi She ? ad B,l<TBriuZ from months(always went in theomnibus) aswalking caused

be removed or even eased by any remedy, doctors’pre- medicine J quite got rid of the asthins, and sines themSid Af b an,J J‘°y “b 9 is thr®« raa auch P ain *ud distress in the chest. I always walk scnvtimis sudpatent medicine*having been tried; but I which was in tho beginning of 1888 (15 vears ago), I have

modictaefol H Mnce- 1* U • •P’endi‘l ”ow “d™ vcr I»m stronger than I have
COU‘rb ’ r l‘ u ,in th" II,SV’ 1V‘1 i >“l th® •lightest return ofit. The medTciAe quitemedicinefor bronchitis or colds <>i any sort. been for

years. I thunk my son for Ms great kindness difficnity of breathiug, etc.,were entirely renwved by tho
caredms and I have uruh pleasure in recommending“ I remain, yours truly, in sending the medicine,andam, dear sir, . fifthdose ofyour Bronchitis Cure. -I remain, Sir, yours it/.

F a,u,'- u,g

«vii*rn ,r- . . “Mrs. H. RAMAGE.
“

Yoursvery truly,
mostrespectfully,

wri TT 4M CBOPKKTT Writing again on tho <th April, »M, he states:-”I
Violet Town, Victoria.” reveryiruiy, WILLIAM CROCKETT, am keeping very

well
now. Never have thoslightoatre-

MORTIMER. *Baker’s Swamp P.0., via Dripstone, N.S. Wales.” turn of theAsthma.”

Prepared only and Sold Wholesale and Retail by the Proprietor,

W. G. HEARNE, Chemist, Geelong*, Victoria.
N.Z. Branch Office -00FFHE PALACE BUILDINGS, MORAY PLACE, DUNEDIN.

SMALL SIZE, 2t, 6d.; LARGE, 4a. 6d. Sold by Chemists and Medicine Vendors
FORWARDXD to any address WHIN HOT OBTAINABLE LOCALLY. Fosta*.: M. for Small; 9d. f®r Lar*® Sica

ABrents: SHARLAND & CO.® LTD.® AUCKLAND AND WELLINGTON.
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The Mysterious Planet.

One of the most interesting astro-

nomical investigations that has ever

been made is being set on foot by the

Astronomical Observatory of Har-

vard, from which Professor Solon I.

Bailey starts this month for its south-

ern station 'at Arequipa, Peru, to

study the peculiarities of Eros, which

is, perhaps, the most remarkable of

the asteroids or minor planets yet

discovered. While Eros comes nearer

to the earth than any other celestial

body, its presence in the heavens was

noted less than five years ago. Since
then it has been kept under constant

surveillance. Soon after it was dis-

covered it was found that the planet
was a variable—in other words, that

its light was sometimes bright and

sorpetimes faint; but one very un-

usual characteristic was observed—-
one which no other known star has,
in fact—namely, that it sometimes

varies and sometimes does not. It is

the cause of this irregular variation
that Professor Bailey will seek.

After the asteroid’s discovery its

history was traced back by means

■of the great collection of star photo-
graphs at Harvard, and its peculiar
habits were discovered. All sorts of

theories have been offered to account

for its seemingly erratic variations,
the two most seriously considered be-

ing that it is either a double star

or an elongated, cigar-shaped body
whirling through the universe end

over end. as it were, so that first a

broadside and then one end is turned

toward the earth, and it is the latter

explanation to which Professor E. C.

Pickering, the director of the Har-
vard Observatory, inclines. This par-
ticular time has been chosen by the

Harvard Observatory for the study
of the idibsyncraeies of Eros, because

the planet will be “in opposition”

early in the summer of 1903—that is

to say, at that time it will be in line

with both the earth and the sun, and
will be nearer to terrestrial ob-

servers, under more favourable con-

ditions for study, than it will be again
for several years. The Harvard

photographs show that Eros was only
13,000,000 miles from us when it was

in opposition in 1894, but that was

before its existence was known.

The reason for carrying on the in-

vestigation at Arequipa rather than

in Cambridge is that the orbit of

Eros is tipped at such an angle to

that of the earth, that the asteroid

will be practically invisible from Har-
vard at the time of its opposition,
barely rising above the horizon of

these northern latitudes. The method

of study, which will be used, is very

Interesting. A continuous series of

measurements of the light of the

star will be made nearly every night
during a period of six months. This

will, of course, include the opposi-
tion; but it is intended to begin the

observations long before that time

—say, at the end of next March—-

when the southern skies are clear of
mist and haze, and continue them

into the fall, until the stormy season

comes on again. It is hoped that

the reason for the little planet’s
varying degrees of brilliancy may’ be

found by examining the measure-

ments of the various intensities of
its light when it is in close proximity
to the sun.

The measurements will be made

with a photometer—an ingenious
telescopic device, perfected by’ Pro-

fessor Pickering—which brings "the
light of any heavenly’ body that is
to be examined into direct compari-
son with a light of known intensity,
or. as the astronomers call it, of a

known magnitude. Much depends up-

on the skill of the observer in this
work; for visual accuracy is an im-

portant factor in the comparison, and

the whole operation requires, of

course, great care, fine judgment, and

long experience.

Professor Bailey is probably better
acquainted with astronomical work
below the equator than any other
living American astronomer, having
spent many years at Arequipa. His
first visit was of two years’ dura-

tion; and in the course of it he took

part in the establishment of the Har-

vard station, which, co-operating with
the observatory at Cambridge, has

made possible the systematic and

complete mapping of celestial con-

ditions from Pole to Pole, day after

day—a process that has been in some

ways the most valuable single astro-
nomical accomplishment of the last
quarter century. In his study of Eros

he will be assisted by the members

of the regular staff at Arequipa,
which has recently been increased

by two young men from the vicinity
of Boston—Mr Manson, a graduate of
the Massachusetts Institute of Tech-

nology, who has had some experience
upder Professor Bailey, and Mr

Wyeth.

An Amazing Dog Story.

The intelligence of the street dogs

of Constantinople is well known all

over the world, and also their pecu-

liarity of sticking to their own quar-

ter and not allowing strange dogs to

come in. Au Englishman who had re-

cently come out from England had

heard all this, and one night was

going to dine at a house some dis-

tance off, which could only be. reach-

ed by traversing some very compli-
cated side streets. He knew he could

find his way there, but was certain

he could not get back in the dark. He

did not want to take a guide, and was

at a loss what to do, when the idea

struck him of using the homing
qualities of the street dog. So, hav-

ing caught a dog of his quarter, he

took it off with him and tied it up at
the door of the house where he was

dining. During the evening the street

dogs outside seemed to be making
more noise than usual, but no one

took any notice. When the English-
man left he was confident that the

dog he had brought would lead him

straight back to his own quarter, but

on opening the door he found only its
skeleton, as the dogs of the quarter
had resented its appearance and had

killed and eatenit. —

Pears
Soapmakers

By Royal Warrants

THEIR MAJESTIES
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Gharry Pectoral
cures coughs and colds, even hard

coughs and old colds.

Mrs. A. White, of Fitzroy, Victoria,

says: “I had a very hard cough night
and day. I tried many remedies, but
without relief. I thought my lungs
were nearly gone. I thentried Ayer’s
Cherry Pectoral. I began to improve
at once, and only one and one-half bot-
tles completely cured me.”

There are many substitutes and imi-

tations. ’ Beware of them ! Be sure

you get Ayer’s Cherry Pectoral.

Two sizes. Large and small bottles.

Prepared by Dr. J.C. AyerkCa., Lewell, Mast., U.S.A.
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CHILDREN’S PAGE.

Cousins’ Badges.

Cousins requiring badges are re-

quested to send an addressed enve-

lope, when the badge will be forward-

ed by return mail.

•fc + +

COUSINS’ CORRESPONDENCE.

Dear Cousin Kate,—I really feel

dreadfully ashamed of myself for not

writing before, but what with music and

home lessons my time is quite occupied.
As it happens to-night my lessons are

not so many as usual, so I have time

to write you a fairly long letter. Ihad

lovely fun at school this last week. A
chum and myself are going to get a

camera, if we can afford it, and take

snapshots of the teachers. The other

day we had for a composition a sermon

on “Life is but an empty dream.” ■ It
nearly took our breath away, but we got
through it somehow’. I went to the

World’s Entertainers on Wednesday. I

thought the Musical Burglar was lovely.
Did you happen to go? The girls all

think I’m small-minded because I didn’t
like the dancing. School girls seem mad

on riddles lately. I’ll give you one for

the cousins at the end of my letter. I

was going to Mr Maughan Barnett’s con-

cert, but it was so wet mother would not

let me go. Cousin Kate, when are you

going to announce the names of the

winners who went in for “What we are

going to be when we are grownup” ? I

didn’t go in for it, but Cousin Aileen did.

Do you know, Cousin Kate, that I had

seven letters to write yesterday, but in-

stead of doing it I went out for the whole

of the afternoon, and they are still

worrying my mind. Ping-pong seems

to have taken hold of Wellington com-

pletely; every one is mad on it. We

have got the wooden racquets now. I

like them far better, though they do not
make a pretty sound. On wet after-

noons in the winter we are going straight
on from one till two, or half-past, and

then we will have the rest of the after-

noon free. It will be- rather nice, but I
wish they would do it on fine afternoons,
too. Well, I’ll give you the riddle now.

What is the difference between a thought
and a donkey? Perhaps some of the

cousins will know it. I must really stop
now, and I hope you will forgive me for
not writing before, and I’ll endeavour to

be a better correspondent.—From Cousin
Zaidee.

[Dear Cousin Zaidee,—This letter has
only just turned np. It has no date

on, but was evidently written some time
ago, as the World’s Entertainers are

now in Auckland. I agree with you
about the dancing. It is a little too
much, I think. Thank you for the
riddle. Send me the answer to it noon,
will you.—Cousin Kate.] ,

u

Dear Cousin Kate,—You will think I
have forgotten you, but I have not. Were

you not sorry to hear of the King’s ill-
ness. There was going to be a great
turn-out here in Picton; there were

seven arches. We have been having
lovely weather, have you ? I have got
a cold. Please, will you send me a

'badge, as I have never had one? I am

so glad the war is over; some of the sol-

diers returned last night. There were a

good many letters in the “Graphic”
printed for June 28th. I have had tooth-

ache for about a week. Have you ever

had it? I have just come home from
Sunday school. I must finish off now,
with love to you and all the other cou-

sins.—From Cousin Rosie.

[Dear Cousin Rosie,—You have never

sent me your full name and address, so

I have not yet been able to send the

badge. The best way is to send a

stamped envelope; then I pop the badge
in, and the letter goes back by the very
next post. I am so glad the King is

getting better so quickly. We shall be

able to have the Coronation ceremonies
soon, after all, I hope. Indeed, I have

had toothache, and can feel for you.—

Cousin Kate.]
•fr + ♦

Dear Cousin Kate,-—What a lot of
cousins seem to live in New Plymouth.
It must be very niee to live near each

other. I don’t know any of the present
girl cousins, but one of the old cousins.

I cannot go away for my holiday just
now, for a cousin of mine, whom I have

not seen for six years, is coming out

from England. She has been staying in

Sydney for a good while, and she can-

not stay with us very long as she has to

be back in England by October. I had
my examination the other day, and I am

not quite sure when I will get the re-

sult, but I think in September, too. Do

you ever wish you were back at school,
Cousin Kate, for I ean assure you I am

heartily sick of it. I am always get-
ting into rows, and if there is ever any-

thing the matter I usually get the pun-
ishment for it. I don't always think the

teachers are quite fair sometimes. Have

you ever read “Black Rock” and “Glen-

garry,” by Ralph Connor ? They have not

been published long; but I think they
are splendid books. Do you like ping-
pong? I did at first, but now wherever

you go there is ping-pong. I like table

croquet a great deal better, and only wish
people would play it. How very regu-
larly Cousin Alison .writes. I don’t

think she has missed once. What a

great loss this postponing of the Coro-
nation will be. I think it seems such a

pity the King is ill, and hope the Gipsy’s
words will not come true. I will close

now, with love to yourself and the other

cousins.—Cousin Kate. P.S.—I am

awfully sorry you so object to putting
your photo in the “Graphic.” But I

hope I will see you some day.

[Dear Cousin,—You have made a mis-
take, and absent-mindedly signed yourself
Cousin Kate, and I have been raking my
brains to remember which of my many

cousins you are. It is curious that there

happens to be nothing in this special
letter to remind me. I don't think I

long for my school days much, but would
love the years from 18 to 25 over again.
I have not seen table croquet, but think
it may be very good fun. Tell me how

you play.—Cousin Kate.]
* ♦ *

Dear Cousin Kate,—We are all glad
to bear the King is getting better,
and hope he will soon be well enough
for the Coronation to proceed. Our
school treat was postponed for one

day to see if the King was getting
better, and so we had it on Friday,
instead of Thursday, but, of course,

it was not the same. We did not

decorate the hall. We just met and
had tea and some games. There was

a nice lot of cakes and tarts, which

we had for our tea, and after that
we had a lot of different games un-

til it was time for supper, when we

had the same, only a lot of oranges,
and after that we had some more

games until it was time to go home.

We are going to have the real Coro-

nation treat when the King is

crowned. I was rather amused at

Cousin Clare asking you if you were

a man or a woman. Well, you can

take it from me, Cousin Clare, Cousin

Kate is a lady, and a very nice one,
too. I have met her, so I ought to

know. Cousin Kate objects to havq
her photograph in the “Graphic.” I

will Udi you what she is like. She is

tall, fair, and her age—well, I could
not guess that, but she is quite
young.. Dear Cousin Kate, I am going
to tell you about a very sad accident
that happened here last Thursday
night, that day which was to have

been Coronation Day. In the even-

ing there'was a ball in the hall, and

one young man that was going home

lived over at the other side of the

harbour. He was walking down the

wharf to get into his boat, when, all

at once, he thought he was at. the
end of the rail, and that the steps
were close by, but he was mistaken,
and instead of putting his foot on

the steps he went clean over the
w’harf and hit the side of the steps,
and then bounced into his boat, some

little distance away. When he was

picked up he was found to be ter-

ribly cut about. He was taken at

once to the hotel, and on Sunday he

was taken away to the hospital in a

schooner. On one side he is com-

pletely. paralysed, and can’t move his

legs, and his head and shoulder is

very much cut. The weather is keep-
ing lovely we had a few showers to-

day, but nothing to speak of. We
are having our mid-winter holidays
now. Good-bye, Cousin Kate.—Your
loving Cousin Ila.

[Dear Cousin Ila,—What a dreadful

accident that was. Your letters are

always most interesting, and I quite
look forward to getting them. I

hope all the cousins will not stop
writing directly the competition
closes. Of course, I don’t expect a

letter every week of the year, but it
makes it much nicer if they write a

little regularly.—Cousin Kate.]

+ + +

i)ear Cousin Knte,—Please let me

know in your answer to my letter

who won the prize for the competi-
tion for the most regular cousin. We
were very sorry to hear that King
Edward VII. was ill. We all went to
Rawene on the 26th of last month,
and enjoyed ourselves very much.

There was another Maori got htirt at
the Koutu mill to-day. I suppose it
will be a long time before the Coro-

nation comes off. When are there

going to be any more puzzles in the
“New Zealand Graphic?” We are hav-
ing very good weather here now.

Now I must close thia short note.—
With love to yourself and all the
rest of the cousina, I remain, yours
truly, Cousin Newton.

[Dear Cousin Newton, —The com-

petition is not yet closed. Cousin

Alison, Cousin Ila and you are all
very regular, and so has Cousin Ruth

been. I am trying to gat
some puzzles now, but have ta wait

for the answers.—Cousin Kate.]

♦ ♦ ♦

Dear Cousin Kate, —How cold the

weather is getting now, isn’t it?

Have you had any frosts in Auckland

yet? W’e have had several, and last

Saturday we had a shower of hail.

There was hot very much, but the

hailstones were pretty big, and it

was horribly cold, too. We always
have a lot more rain up here than

there is in Auckland. I think boeauae

it comes up all along the hills. Isn’t

it a great pity the King is so ill, and

what a lot of preparations for the
Coronation will be upset by it too.

The Ohaeawui school children were

going to have some,entertainments to

celebrate Coronation Ilay. and so

not to disappoint them they were

changed into peace celebrations

There was dinner given them in the

hall, and afterwards they ran races

for prizes. Then they had tea, and

after that there were fireworks, all

sorts of games, and music and sing-
ing, ending up with supper, and they
all enjoyed themselves immensely. 1
ran in one of the races and got sec-

ond prize, which was a box of blocks

for building a house with. I must

stop now.—With love to you and all

the cousins, I remain. Cousin Nellie.

[Dear Cousin Nellie,—I am glad
the children up your way were not

disappointed. There is good news

about the King every day now. 1

hope it will keep up and then we may
soon have real Coronation rejoicings
after all.—Cousin Kate.]

+ tr +

Dear Cousin Kate,—-I am very sorry
that I could not continue writing,
but you know my cause. As the exam,

is over now, 1 will try and write re-

gularly. 1 was very sorry I could not

try for the last puzzle, as I was on

the Thames at my theory. We are

having very bad weather lately. It
was very disappointing at the post-
poning of the Coronation. It was

very pleasing to hear that peace was

proclaimed. I am very pleased with

that book, “Vera’s Trust”; it is most

interesting. 1 just finished reading
it the other day, so 1 am going to put
it away to remind me of you. We

have got a set of ping-pong. I think

it is a very nice game for the wihter.

I suppose you go to plenty of ping-

pong parties. There is another new

game just out. I suppose you can

play it. I forget the name of it, but

it is not unlike ping-pong. 1 will not

know till September whether I have

passed my exam. AH the school
children of this village hud bags of
cakes and lollies sent down from the

Thames. The schoolmaster sent one

to me. I see by this week’s “Graplnc”
that there are a great number of new

cousins. Now I must conclude, with

love to you and all the cousins. — I

remain, your loving cousin, Millie.

[Dear Cousin Millie,—I do hope you
have passed the exam. I am sure you
deserved to do so, for you certainly
worked very, very hard. It was very

pleasant to hear from you again, and

I hope now you have more time often

to have a letter from you.—Cousin
Kate.]

♦ + +

Dear Cousin Kate, —We have not

got our “Graphic” yet. so as I am

trying for the regular cousin, I do

not want to miss. How cold it is now

in the mornings. It is winter now,
all right. I have not been to any pic-
nics or parties for a good while, so

I have no news to tell you. I am go-

ing to a social in a fortnight, and I

hope to be able to tell you about it.
The competition ends ou the 15th

July, does it not? That is not very

far off. Has any cousin won the

prize for the best letter on “What 1

should like to be when I grow up”?
Well, dear Cousin Kate, I must close

now, as it is time this was posted.—
I remain, your loving cousin, Ruth.

[Dear Cousin Ruth,—I explained in

the “Graphic” some time ago that so

very few (only two or three alto-

gether) answered the competition
about "What I would like to be when

I grow up,” so that it was impossible
to give a prize. Perhaps I will try it

again sometime, and the cousins wiV
answer better.—Cousin Kate.]
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Dear Cousin Kate, —What terrible

news we had about the King. I hope

he will soon get better. I could

hardly believe it, when I saw it in the

“Star.” One of my pigeons did the

yery same thing as one of the cousins’

—it fell down the chimney, and we

did not find it till about three or four

days after, and then, when we did,

the poor little thing was nearly dead.

I do not play ping-pong very much,
hut I like it very much. I won’t

know whether 1 have passed my ex-

amination till September, and that

seems such a long time to wait. The

windows down town look lovely, all

decorated up, but I suppose they will

all have to be taken down. I am very

fond of reading fairy tales. I have

the Yellow, Pink, and Grey Fairy
Books. There are a lot of new cou-

sins, are there not? Have you heard
the new German band that plays in

the streets here? I think they play
beautifully; it is a pleasure to sit and

listen to them. I must conclude now.

—With love from Cousin Mary. P.S.

—Do you collect post-cards?

[Dear Cousin Mary,—No, 1 do not

collect post-cards. Do you, and if so,

what do you do with them? Is it

the same as stamp collecting? I took

some children down to see the circus
last Saturday. They did like it so

much. How sad about your pigeon.
Did you save its life after ail? It

seems an awfully long- time to wait

till September. Quite a lot of cousins

were up for the same musie exam.,
were they not?—Cousin Kate.]

Dear Cousin Kate,—What a sad

week this has been, and the King’s
illness makes it sadder. It did seem

dreadful that the Coronation had to

be put oft, because people did not

think the King was so ill. I haven’t

read any of the books you spqjre of

in your last letter, or even heard of

them. Tam reading “Through Dark-

ness to Dawn."’ It is about Nero's

time, and the early Christians. I sup-

pose you have read it, though. What

do the cousins mean about the cot,
Cousin Kate? I would like to have a

collecting-card, too, when they are

ready, but I don’t know what it is

for. I went to a party last night,
and had some good fun. The girls
were all from our school, so we knew

each other, and we played all kinds

of games, ping-pong included. We
just played anything we liked, and

had a really good time (also supper).
Don't you think it would be nice to
have a motto, or do you think most

of the cousins are too young yet to

understand one? I wonder how

many cousins like gardening. I am

fond of it, and sometimes some of the

schoolgirls give me plants, or slips
of different things. One promised
me some white forget-me-not, but

although I gave her a slip of paper
telling her to remember them written
on it, which -she put in her book, she
always forgot. At last she did really
bring them, so I put them in a cool
place, and, of course, forgot to take

them home. The next day was Satur-
day, but it was too wet to go for
them, and I am hoping they won’t be
quite dead on Monday. I used to have
a vegetable garden, but nothing would
grow except broad beans, so I had to
give it up, although I sold the beans
to mother for threepence a dish, and
might have made my fortune in time.
We are thinking of getting up a
school magazine, and everyone who
will is to contribute something- to it
by half-term. I am sure there is
nothing 1 can do for it, hut it will bo
grand if we get anything worth
printing. I have plenty of spare
time to write a long letter in, but
nothing to say, so will have to stop
now.—With love from Cousin Alison.

[Dear Cousin Alison,—l will tell

you about our new arrangements for
the cot very soon, and when they are

complete I will certainly send you a
card. At present I do not wish to
collect more money, but presently
may want a lot. I am very fond of
gardening, but get so little time now-

•days. Forget-me-not grows very
easily, so I expect yours will live.—
Cousin Kate.)

Through Fairylahd in a Hansom Cab.

By

CHAPTER IV.

IN THE ROYAL. PRESENCE.

When the bandage was removed,
Gretchen found herself in a long,
high room, into which the sun shone

brightly, us it had no ceiling or roof.
In front of her was a low platform
on/ftvhich two thrones stood side by
side. The walls of the room were
formed of white columns striped with

red.
“ They look like sticks of candy,”

said Gretchen.
“ They are,” said the captain. “ At

one of the fifty-year feasts the candy
gave out, and these walls were built

in case such a thing should occur

again. At that time the royal ar-

chitect happened to be also the court

barber, and he selected this pat-
tern.”

About ten feet above the floor an

iron bar extended from one side wall
to the other. From the middle of

this hung an enormous chandelier
covered with mirrors.

“

What is that? ”

asked Gretchen.
“ A moonograph,” said the captain.

“ Those mirrors reflect the rays of
the moon and light- the room nicely.”

“And look!” cried Gretchen, “there

is a fairy on it!” And, sure enough,
perched high on the moonograph
was a small fairy in brown overalls.

“ Hush,” whispered the captain.
“ Here comes the royal party.”

The curtains of an arched door at

one side of the platform were drawn

apart by two pages, and the proces-
sion entered. First came a number

of court fairies in gauze draperies,
each with a fixed smile on her face.

“

That is the queen’s chorus,” said

the captain- “ Many of the fairies
who do not think for themselves be-

come members of the chorus, and

merely have to repeat what other

people think. The king has a chor-
us of men.”

“

But if they don’t think, how do
they decide to enter the chorus?”
whispered Gretchen.

“They don’t; the. king or queen
decides for them. That gloomy-
looking man coming next, in the

long- robe covered with interrogation-
points, is the Court Objector, whose

duty it is to object to anything that
is wrong.”

“ I should think that would be a

very disagreeable office,” said Gret-
chen.

“It is,” replied the captain, “but

he likes it. That younger one, with

long hair, is the Court Poet. I can’t

tell you about the others, for here

comes the queen.” And last of all

came a small fairy in a fur-trimmed

dress.

“Where is the king?” asked Gret-
chen.

“ They reign by turns,” whispered
the captain, “ and it is his fifty years
off. When his reign begins we shall

have men’s rights.”
“Who comes first?” asked the

queen-
“ Yes; who, oh. who—who—who—

comes first? ” repeated the chorus.
“

I don’t like that,” said the Ob-

jector. “It sounds too much like

an owl.”
“ Don’t do it again,” said the

queen, and the chorus, whose faces

had not relaxed from them sickly
grins, remained silent.

“I'm first, your Majesty,” cried
the little fairy on the moonograph.

“ What are you doing up there? ”

she demanded.
“ If it please your Majesty, I am a

gas-fitter by tfade, and I feel more

comfortable up here.”
“ Well, it doesn’t please me; come

down.”

The little fairy dropped to fire floor.
“ I would like to be released from
gaol,” he. said.

BENNETT W. MUSSON.
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At ihits the whole court turned
their" backs on him.

“

Of all the ridiculous nonsense I
ever heard! ” said the Objector.
“Where are you now?”

“

Of course, I’m not in gaol at this
moment,” replied the gas-fitter.
“ They let me out to come for a par-
don, while they were cleaning house

” .
“ Well, what have you done?” in-

quired the queen.
“No one else has done anything,”

said the Objector, “
so why does your

Majesty say,
‘ what have you done? ’

That implies that there are others.
You (should say, ‘ What have you
done?”

“ it must be very tiresome to be

picked up in that- way whenever you

say anything,” whispered Gretehen. •

“It is,” said the captain, “but it’s

good for you. Have you ever noticed

that most of the things that are good
for you are disagreeable?”

“Oh. yes,” Gretehen said quickly.
“If it please your Majesty—” began

the gas-fitter.
“Don't say that again,” the Object-

or said, sharply. “You know that it
doesn’t.”

“Well, anyway,” said the little fairy,
who was getting flustered and had
entirely forgotten a speech he had

prepared while sitting on the moono-

graph, “ I want to get out of gaol.”
“Why were you put in?” asked the

Queen.
“For breach of contract. I was

hired to mend a leak in a gas-pipe,
and instead of fixing it with solder,
ns I agreed, I plugged it with the first

thing that came handy."
“What came handy?”
“An opal.”
“Ten years more. Take him away,”

the queen said; and two soldiers hur-
ried the gasfitter from the room.

“Ten years, ten years! oh, ten

years!” tire chorus sang joyfully.
“It’s your turn next,” the captain

whispered to Gretchen, “and you’ve
seen by the way the gas-fitter fared
that it doesn’t pay to be humble, so

put on a brave face. I’m sorry Willie

isn’t here. I think his voice would
impress them.”

“Anyone else?” asked the queen.
“You answer,” said the captain,

nudging Gretchen, “as I don’t want

to lose my job.”
“Yes; 1 want an audience, and I

wish you’d be quick about it,” she

said, trembling-ly.
“Why, it’s a human being!” cried

the queen and all the court fairies
gathered at the front of the platform
and looked at Gretchen.

“Is that the latest style in shirt-

waists?” asked the queen.

“No, your Majesty; this is one I
made from last year’s pattern.”

“Let me see your shoes,” ordered
the queen.

Gretchen, much puzzled, held up one

foot so that they could get a good
look at it.

“I told you so!” the Objector cried,
triumphantly.

Gretchen looked closer at the fairies

and saw they had strapped to their
feet queer oblong wooden boxes with
handles on them.

“A male human being who was here

fifty years ago told us that pumps
were all the style in high society, and
we’ve had a most uncomfortable time

ever since,” said the queen.
She took off her pumps and threw

them on the floor, and the chorus re-

moved theirs and capered joyously.
“What do you think of fairyland?”

asked the queen.
“I haven’t seen much of it, except

the hotel,” said Gretchen. “I came

here blindfolded.”
“That's no excuse,” said the Ob-

jeetor.
“Well, what do you want?” inquired

the queen.
Gretchen told her story and the

-cwt held a whispered consultation.

“It is usual for each mortal who
asks a favour of us to do some task

in return,” the queen said. “As it is

so late now, I think you would better

call again to-morrow afternoon, when

there is to be a reception in the

eastle grounds, and we will then de-

cide what you are to do.”
"May I bring my dog with me?”

asked Gretehen.

“Does he chase fairies?” the queen
said, anxiously.

“He never has,” Gretehen replied,
truthfully.

“Then you may fetch him,” said

the queen. “Good-bye till to-mor-

row”; and she left the room, followed
by the other fairies—the chorus last

of all.
When they reached the hotel it was

almost dqrk, pnd Gretchen, who had

not slept in’a really-and-truly bed for

two nights, was ready to go to bed.
The human-being room proved com-

fortable, though it seemed queer not

to have a roof over her head, and

spread on a small table she found a

very nice supper consisting of wild

honey and sardines.
The next morning Gretchen decided

to go to the magician's. She seldom

ate much breakfast, and was so tired
of honey and sardines that she didn’t

care for any at all that morning. As

she reached the gate a hansom cab

drawn by an enormous grasshopper
came up, and the driver, a fairy of

medium size, in a long coat anti shiny
high hat, pointed his whip at her.

“Cab, miss?” he cried. “I drove ye
to the palace yesterday.”

“But 1 can’t go without Leonardo

and the captain,” said Gretchen, sud-

denly remembering.

“Here comes the gents as was with
ye yesterday,” said the driver, point-
ing to the captain and Leonardo, who

werereturning from an early morning
stroll.

“I will have to leave you now, as I

go on duty to-day,” said the captain,
but 1 have given Leonardo a guide-
book so that be can help you; besides

this driver knows all about the town.

Take this young lady wherever she

wants to go, and charge it to my ac-

count,” he added.
“All right, sir!” cried the driver,

touching his hat.
Gretehen heartily thanked the cap-

tain for all his kindness, and bidding
him good-bye, she and Leonardo got
into ths cab, the driver waved his

whip, and they were driven rapidly
away.

“Where to?” called the driver
through a funny little trap-door he

raised in the roof.

“To the Thirty-third Degree Trans-

former's,” said Gretchen, trying to

speak as though she had been accus-

tomed all her short life to giving
orders to cab-drivers.

“How do you like this rig?” asked
Leonardo, who was dressed in a very
fashionable suit of clothes, and wore

a silk hat and an eye-glass.
“It is most becoming,” Gretehen re-

plied. *

“I thought this sort of thing more

appropriate for a tourist than my

every-day suit. They fit pretty well,
don’t they? I got them ready-made.”

“However do you keep that eye-

glass in ?” asked Gretchen.
“Glue on the edges,” Leonardo said

briefly.
“Why, there’s Willie!” he cried, and

told the driver to stop. “Hi, Willie!
-—I meanlow Willie! Have you found
a place to work?”

“Yes,” said Willie, grinning from
ear to ear. “Got an answer to my
advertisement and a place in a watch
and clock-maker’s this morning. Am

on my way to fix the town clock.”

“Where’s your ladder?” asked Gret-
chen.

“Huh! I don’t need a ladder!” said
Willie. “The dial is only sixteen feet
above the ground.” Gretehen and

Leonardo looked at each other and

burst into laughter, and as they
laughed the grin faded from Willie’s
face. “There! I keep forgetting
about being small!” he said. “What
shall 1 do?”

“We are on our way to tfie magici-
an’s, and perhaps you could get him
io cnange you back. Then you could
fix the clock,” said Gretchen.

“Good!” cried Willie, his merry
grin at once returning.

Willie got into the cab, pnd Gretch-
en ordered the driver to go to the
Transformer's, a« It was nearly eleven
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o’clock. Away they went, through
narrow streets lined with little houses

without roofs, by all sorts of larger
buildings of queer designs, Leonardo

vainly trying to describe them, but

getting all mixed up, as by the time

he had picked one out in the guide-
book they had passed at least two

more; and" they finally came to the

magician’s office. A little fairy in a

green coat and brass buttons answer-

ed the bell, and they entered a recep-

tion room, where they found a num-

ber of fairies waiting.

“Tell him that Gretchen wishes to

see him,” said Leonardo, and the boy
went away. He soon returned and

asked her to follow him.

She found the magician in a plain
little office, seated at a desk. His
elbows were resting on the desk, his

hands were pressed to his face, and

he was intently studying a piece of

paper.
“I’m delighted to see you,” he said,

without looking- up. “Have a chair.”
Gretchen looked around, and not

seeing a chair didn’t have one. She

waited patiently while he studied the

paper.
“This is most wonderful,” he said,

finally, handing it to her. It was a

puzzle-picture of a man in a funny
grove of trees, and beneath it was

printed: Here is the hunter; find his

dog. “Can you find him?” the magi-
cian asked, anxiously.

‘"Certainly,” said Gretchen. “Don’t

you see that this little branch is his

tail, this leaf an ear, and that limb is

his body.”
"Why, so it is!” cried the magician.

“You have a wonderful intellect! I’d

studied that for twenty-four hours

and hadn’t solved it.”
Gretchen told him what she wanted

and he prepared to change Snip back
- to a dog. “Oh, dear!” she cried. “I

forgot to bring him with me!”

“I can change him wherever he

is,” said the magician; and going
through a few more movements than

usual with his hands he announced

that' the thing was done.

Gretchen told TTtm of Willie’s wish

to be a giant again, and he went

through some slightly different move-

ments and said that was done.

As he finished speaking a voice

cried “Hello!” and looking up they
saw Willie peering at them over the

top of the wall. “Will you kindly
change me back at about four

o’clock?” he asked.

“Certainly,” said the magician, and
the giant hurried away.

“Won’t you stay awhile?” said the

Transformer to Gretchen, who was

preparing to go.
“Thank you,” she replied. “I’m

afraid I’m keeping you from your
work. You have so many people
waiting.”

“Never mind them,” he said. “They
are only the Discontented Dozen.”

“The. Discontented Dozen!” said

Gretchen, opening her eyes very wide.
“Yes. There are a great many dis-

satisfied people in this country, even

if it is fairyland, and as this dozen

happens to be rich they can afford

all sorts of whims. When one of them

sees anybody else who looks at all

happy he or she at once wants to be

changed into that sort of person.
They come every few days to be

transformed. I have had them law-

yers, typewriters, labourers, book-

agents, druggists, authors and astrono-

mers. If they stopped to think it

would occur to them that if I who

have studied so long and know so

much, knew of any kind of being who
was perfectly happy, I would change
myself into such a one instead of re-

maining a magician.”
Gretchen thought this was very

clever of the Transformer, and that

he certainly knew a great deal, but

her eye happened to fall on the pic-
ture-puzzle, and she was not quite so

sure.

“I am afraid I shall have to go, as

I am to see the queen this afternoon,”

she said, and thanking him and say-

ing she hoped to see him again she

joiMed Leonardo. Getting into the

cab they were driven away, leaving
the Discontented Dozen in the outer

office, looking expectant.
Gretchen and Leonardo presently

heard a great roaring like thunder,
and a squeaking and squealing like

nothing else at all. Turning a corner

they found that the giant gnome,
sitting in the street, was doing the

roaring, and an excited little fairy
dancing round him was doing the

rest.

“What’s the matter now, Willie?”
cried Leonardo as the cab stopped.

Gretchen saw that the giant was

sitting near a building on the roof

of which was a tower with a clock in

it.
“Can’t you reach it?* She asked.
“I can reach it!” yelled Willie, “but

he’s just changed me back to my old

self, and I can’t fix it!”
“Dear me!” said Gretchen. “I

should have had you changed to a

giant watchmaker!”

“Of course, you should!” howled
Willie.

“If that clock isn’t mended to-day
I’ll be put in gaol!” cried the little
fairy. A gloomy silence followed.

“Is that your employer?” asked

Gretchen, pointing at the little fairy.
“Yes!” cried Willie.

“Well, wliy don’t you lift him up
and let him mend it?”

Willie turned to the little watch-

maker with a broad smile on his

face.

“llUriah!” they yelled, and the cab

went on.

“Cab, miss?” he cried. “I drove ye to the palace yesterday.”

What is My Work To-day.

Here is something that someone

has written about work that is so

full of truth and real common sense

that I want all my young friends to

read it: “Let us not try to escape

our work nor to shirk it. Above all,
let us not fail to see it. As long- as

we live we have a work to do. We

shall never be too old or too feeble.

Illness, weakness, fatigue, sorrow—-

none of these things can excuse us

from this work of ours. That we are

alive to-day is proof positive that

there is something for us to do. Let

us ask ourselves as we arise each

morning, What is my work to-day?
Each tresh morning puts a new

chance of life into our hands as a

gift, to see what we will do with it.”

Such words as these ought to give
all the workers of the world fresh in-

spiration, and all the idlers ought to

be moved to industry.
Life is never a weariness to those

who are well employ-ed. It is the idle

who are restless and unhappy, and
who talk about life being a failure.

Did you ever hear a man who was al-

ways busy say that life was a fail-

ure? Who are the unhappy, the mo-

rose, the grumbling people of the

world? Are they the people who are

accomplishing something in this life?

Do you think that they ask them-

selves each morning, “What is my
work to-day?”

The most fretful, fault-finding per-
son I know, ana the one whom it is

the least pleasure to meet, is a young
man of about twenty-three years of

age, who is unfortunate enough to

have quite a large income without

working for it. 1 once heard him say
that he “could afford to be idle” be-

cause he had “plenty of money, any-
how.”

Do you think there is any person in

the world who can “afford to be

idle?”

I was calling at the home of one of

my friends the other evening, when

the oldest son of the family came

home from the place where he is em-

ployed. After he had greeted me his

mother said:
“Well, Harvey, did you have a hard

day at the office?”

“Yes,” he replied, “the hardest day
I have had for three months.”

“Why, were you so unusually
busy?”

“No, mother; we were all so un-

usually idle. We had almost nothing

to do all day. Such days are so much

more wearisome than our really busy

days. 1 know of nothing in this

world so hard as to kill time.”

And yet there are many young fel-

lows on the look-out for places in

which they will have as little as pos-

sible to do. They are unmanly and un-

worthy enough to want to "kill time.’

They know nothing of the fine spirit
in these words of Carlyle’s: “The

modern majesty consists in work.

What a man can do is his greatest or-

nament, and he always consults his

dignity by doing it.”

Do you know of any downright lazy

man in all your list of acquaintances

who is respected? Is it not true that

such men are held in contempt by the

people of the vicinity in which they

live? And it is true that they will

some day have to account for all the

wasted years of their misspent lives.

Every life spent in idleness is a mis-

spent life.

The Little Children in Japan.

The little children in Japan
Are fearfully polite;

They always thank their bread and milk

Before they take a bite,
And say: “You make us most content,
O honourable nourishment!”

The little children in Japan

I>on't think of being rude.
“O noble dear mamma,” they say,

“We trust we don't intrude,”

Instead of rushing in to where

All day their mother combs her hair.

The little children in Japan
Wear mittens on their feet;

They have no proper hats to go

A-walking on the street;
And wooden stilts for overshoes

They don’t object at all to use.

The little children in Japan
With toys of paper play.

And carry paper parasols
To keep the rain away;

And when you go to see you’ll find

It's paper wall they live behind.
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AS SEEN THROUGH WOMAN’S EYES

Women and Emigration to
South Africa.

'l'he idea of emigrating to ('ape Col-

ony seems to be pretty popular just

now. 1 will not. therefore, apologise
for inserting the following article,

which appeared in a recent edition of

the “Daily Telegraph":
“It can be stated upon the highest

authority that had the valued life of

Mr. Rhodes been spared even a short

time longer, he would have devoted

consideration in his usual far-seeing
and practical manner to the import-

ant question of the emigration of

suitable women to South Africa a-<

soon as hostilities were at an end. In-

deed, he had already begun to more

in the im Iter, and on this point a

short extract from a recent letter of

Major-General Sir John Ardagh, no v

Military Commissioner for compensa-

tion claims at Pretoria, is of particu-
lar interest: ‘Rhodes told me that

he is preparing another hostel for the

reception of girls of a station above

that of domestic servants. In reply

to an enquiry of mine as to what was

the shortage of women (white) in

South Africa, ho underestimated the

number, and said he supposed 10,001.

He was rather surprised when T tohl

him that it was probably over 200,000.

At the present moment it is difficult
to deal with the situation in a man-

ner equally satisfactory to Cape Col-

ony and Natal or the MotherCountry,
as such ladies as Susan. Countess of

Malmesbury, Cady Knightley of

Fawsley, the Hon. Mrs. Evelyn Cecil,
and others actively concerned with

the direction of the South African

Emigration Committee are painfully
aware.

“On the one hand, the cry of the

self-governing colonies is for young
women of the domestic servant class,
and unless these are forthcoming
sympathy and financial support are

withheld. Equally, on the other hand.

the ladies working at home realise

that that is precisely the class that
we can least well spare, and to en-

deavour to ship such in large numbers

would result in a falling off in the

subscription lists here. Hence the

South African expansion movement

have to endeavour to hold the bal-

ance, and, so far as their English
friends are concerned, the task is ren-

dered easier from the fact that wages

in Capetown are not sufficiently high
to lead to offer great inducements to

emigrate. Ou the coast wages run

from £1 15/ to £2 10/ a month, or,
for exceptionally capable women, to

£3. Of course, inland they are higher,

Combining Utility and Smartness.
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but the additional cost of reaching

the situation must then be consider-

ed. Taking into consideration the

wholly different conditions of service

and work, the distance from home as-

sociations, and the greater cost of

clothing and other necessaries of life,

a young woman must have private
and personal reasons for desiring to

go to South Africa before she will do

so for such pay.
“Later on, when the war is happily

over, great developments may be

looked for. Teachers, waitresses,

trained nurses, dressmakers, girls

with skill in some trade, such as

blouse-making, milliners, will all

come into rapid demand. young

women here who find it difficult to

get situations as mother’s helps or

nursery governesses will be wanted

on all hands, especially when they

are prepared to be ‘generally useful

in the daily life of the farm or home-

stead. Typists and secretaries who

here at Home are the victims of some

of the fiercest competition, will also

be needed with the growth of the vol-

ume of trade, and it is to help the

suitable applicants and act generally

as agents and intermediaries that the

‘ S.A.X.’ is now busily forming plans,

collecting early information, and pre-

paring the way for the first would-be

emigrants.”

The Queen’s Care for Cab-

Horses.

Queen Alexandra never loses an op-

portunity of using her commanding

influence to put down cruelty and to

securekindly consideration for dumb

animals. It was through her thought-

fulness that notices have been posted

in many omnibuses requesting pas-

sengers not to require the complete

stoppage of the vehicle more often

than is absolutely necessary. Her

Majesty has now turned her attention

to the needs of the London cabhorses,

and has had sent from her native coun-

try some speciments of a light stand

for supporting the nosebags of horses,

so that they may take their casual

feed in greater comfort than is possi-

ble when the bag is suspended from

their heads.

How to Make a Man Happy.

ON LEAVING HIS FRIENDS ALONE.

In consulting the happiness of man,

it is as well to remember that he is,

above all things, a friendly animal.

Woman, on the other hand, is al-

most incapable of understanding the
meaning of the word friendship as a

man understands it.

She confounds it with love, acquain-
tance, and the wearing of similar hats

and clothing.
In short, the friendships of men

are institutions in their lives, where-

as those of women are merely epi-
sodes. As a proof of the natural

friendliness of man it may be pointed
out that 900 of him will

live together as happily as a cageful
of lovebirds in any of His Majesty’s
battleships—that is to say, in a space

one hundred and fifty yards long,
twenty yards wide, and about fifteen

yards deep.
It is to be doubted whether the

world will ever possess a ship large
enough to contain two women, their

hat-boxes and their likes and dis-

likes, for any space of time, since

woman is a jealous soul, with but

little affection for her own sex.

The heart of man, on the other

hapd, is expansive. “The more the

merrier” is his motto. He is ready

to share his quarters, his pipe, his

clothes with anyone who happens to

come along.
Where, on the other hand, will you

find a woman who is ready to lend

another woman a toothbrush or a

Shiuday hat, or a coat and skirt, if

needs be?

This is to l:e noticed in a family
of boys and girls. You will find

Billy quite happy in a pair of Jimmy’s

old boots over a pair of Joey's best

socks, with Jack's best hat on his

head, and Ted’s blue serge coat on his

back, not to speak of one of the

pater’s collars round his neck.

But you will never find Jill wear-

ing Jemima’s eape. or Jane’s new pair
of one-and-eleven-three gloves. <.r

Julia's new toque!
So it happens that, not under-

standing this natural friendliness of

man, the best thing that occurs to a

woman when she becomes engaged

or married to him is to disestablish

his circle of friends. “J do not want

any friends now,” she argues to her-

self. “Why, then, should he want

them?”

She starts with his feminine
friends, since she feels that they
must go before she can feel happy
and certain in his affections. This

happens because she cannot ricogni-e
the difference that exists between

friendship and love.
The next to go are his bachelor

friends. They are calculated, in her

mind, to disturb his domesticity, and

to keep him out at unseemly hours.

After these, the friends of his life-

time are warned off the course.

By these moves she wakes the m n

exceedingly unhappy. He sees the

chum who once shared a double

perambulator with him slink past
him with a timid raise of the hat at

the sight of his new wife; he sees

the friend of his youth, who was, and
is, as dear to him as David was to

Jonathan, sneak into a tobacco shop
to get out of his way, or, rather, out

of the way of his new owner.

They are dirty little boys with

whom he must not play! They are

ragamuffins with whom he must not

consort, lest he spoils his clothes or

his manners!

The man feels it. Still, his attitude

to his fiancee or his wife is gentle.
Like the philosopher whose little dog
in five minutes' play had torn up the
manuscript of a lifetime he merely
remarks to himself, "Diamond! Dia-

mond! you little know what you have

done!”

He feels like a dog on a chain, or a

horse that is newly bridled. He learns

that the golden bonds of love, of

which novelists and poets write so

glibly, are linked with steel beneath
the gold.

Sometimes, when his wife is “at

home." his old friends are allowed to

call.

Time was when they used to swag-

ger into his rooms, throw their hats
into the corner, their coats on the

floor, and their feet on the mantel-

piece, to make themselves comfort-
able, with the full intention of stay-
ing till the small hours. Smoking the

pipe of peace, they would discourse

on heaven and earth and all things
that lay within and without man's

philosophy.

They used to cook steaks on the

coals of the di ling-room fire, and con-

vert the coal-box into a cellar. If they
happened to lose the last train they
would camp out for the night on the

sofa.

Now, they creep timidly into the

presence of the dreaded woman who

has taken possession < r their friend.

They sit on the edge of their chairs,
balancing their teacups on the crowns

of their hats, and saying. “No, thank

you,” politely to a second morsel of

tennis-cake.

They leave their pipes in the

pockets of their overcoats, and ta'k

“ping-pong,” looking all the time as

though butter would not melt in their
mouths.

The husband, feeling as happy as a

lodger in a strange boarding-house,
hands round the cake ami tea. l>e-

ginning to wonder whatever induced

him to get married.
He knows very well in his heart of

hearts that his old friends, as they
sit perched on the edge of the new

drawing-room chairs, are indulging
in exactly the same wonderment.

Thir- hostess is happy, and liegins
to plan match-making between some

of her bachelor visitors and nice girls
of her acquaintance. She thinks her

husband is tamed!
Little does she know that he is only

unhappy, and that sooner or later

he will return to his old friendships
after a brilliant series of domestic

quarrels, which might all be avoided

would she but study leaving his

friends alone.

A Popular Young Duchess.

The Duchess of Westminster is at
the present moment the youngest
amongst the feminine wearers of the

strawberry-leaves, and. according to

popular rumour, her Grace is likely
to remain so for some time, for none

of the bachelor dukes show the

slightest desire to change their state.

Greatly to the joy of the duke’s na-

tive county. Cheshire, the head of the

house of Grosvenor and his bride
seem devoted to Eaton Hall, and the
Duchess is immensely popular in the

neighbourhood. It is, however, pro-
bable that the Duke and Duchess of

Westminster will spend the whole of

the Coronation season at Grosvenor

House, where it is likely that a num-

ber of great entertainments will take

place.
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Some Very Inexpensive Dishes.

Uy special request I am to-d.iy giv-
ing some very inexpensive dishes

suitable for suppers or a very home-

ly late dinner. In preparing all the

above dishes allow plenty of time for

them to eook, remembering that slow

stirring and boiling are necessary to

success.

Sheep’s Trotters and White Sauce,

(let from a butcher about twelve

sheep’s feet, scald and clean them.
Set in a sauce pan and boil slowly till
the meat can be taken off them. Put

the meat in a sauce pan with two

ounces of butter, a teacupful of

broth, a bunch of sweet herbs, salt

and pepper, and boil slowly for half

an hour. Then lay them on a clean

cloth to drain off the fat, place on a

hot plate and pour over a little white

sauce made from the broth and but-

ter. Garnish with parsley and serve

very hot.

Fried Haricot Heins and Bacon—

Soak one pound of haricot beans in

cold water over night, without salt.

Next morning drain I hem dry, place
in a sauce pan, add enough cold

water to cover them, and boil for two

hours, or a little longer if necessary.
Drain. Fry some slices of bacon in a

frying pan, set on a hot dish, then

fry the beans and a very little chop-
|M'd onion in the bacon rat left in

the pan. Add pepper and salt. Ar-

range the beans on a dish with the

bacon on the top. Scatter chopped
parsley over the beans, and slices of

hard boiled eggs on the bacon, and a

very pretty dish will be made.

Mutton Patties.—Dine some patty

pans with pastry. Chop any pieces
of cold mutton finely, season with

chopped herbs, parsley, pepper, and

salt. Moisten all with a little gravy
and fill the patty pans with this mix-

ture. Wet the edges of the pastry,
add a little water to the meat, cover

over each pastie with a piece of thin

pastry; ornament the edges. Bake in

a mode.rate oven from twenty to

thirty minutes.

Brazilian Stew is an excellent dish,
and if this recipe be followed most

tender stew will be served with very
little trouble. First take one and a

half pounds of lean beef steak and

ent it into neat pieces, all >f one

shape. Dip each piece into vinegar
for a moment, season it with pepper
and salt and place in a clean stew

pan. Scrape a carrot and divide it in-

to four, also a turnip; clean a stick

of celery and add to these a few

slices of raw onion. Place the vege-
tables on the meat, and put the lid

on the sauce pan; cook all very slow-

ly for two hours in its own gravy.
Remove the vegetables, and press
them through a sieve or potato
masher; set in a stew pan with a

little butter, and make very hot- To

serve, arrange the meat in a circle

on a hot dish, garnish with li.tle

heaps of the vegetable, and round it

pour the gravy from the meat, which

is coloured and thickened. If desir-

ed, shin of beef may be used for this

dish, but it will need to be stewed an

extra hour to make it tender, s’nce
this part of the meat is always rather

tough-

Giblet Pie.—Prepare and thorough-
ly clean two sets of giblets, and

throw into a sauce pan, cover with

water, and bring to the boil. Skim

well, add salt, and simmer very slow-

ly for two hours and a half. Cut the

giblets into pieces of regular size, dip

into seasoned flour, and mix with

half a pound of beef steak cut into

thin slices, also thickly floured. Pour

in sufficient stock to cover, seasoned
thoroughly. Cover the pie with a

nice short crust, pierce a hole in it,
decorate with leaves and bake slow-
ly for two hours after the crust is

done.

Yorkshire Patties. —Take a slice if

bread two inches thick, and careful'y
cut in rounds of a suitable size for a

tartlet. With a smaller eutter, take

a round out of the top of each patty,
and with a knife scoop it out suffi-

ciently deep to be filled in like a

patty. The small round taken out

must be carefully saved. Dip each

piece of bread into milk for a mo-

ment. drain, and arrange in a frying
basket. Prepare some nicely season-

ed mince, and add it to a little thick

gravy, and make it very hot. Fry the

bread in deep boiling fat to a golden
colour, fill the cavity In each patty
case with the mince, and on the top
lightly press the small piece of bread.

Arrange the patties on a d'oyley, and

garnish with parsley. If you desire

to have this dish at its best, chicken

with ham or tongue should be used,
just set in white sauce.

Sponge Cake Fritters.—Crumble uji
three very stale sponge cakes and

pour over them half a teacupfui of

boiling milk, and stir in, after it has

cooled, a tablespoonful of pastry
flour. Cover over for quarter of an

hour and then beat till cold, adding
the yolks of two eggs. Beat the

whites to a stiff froth, add to the

mixture, and lastly one ounce aud a

half of cleaned currants rubbed in

flour- Mix all the batter tnorough-
ly. and drop a spoonful at a time into

boiling lard, and fry a golden brown.

Drain quickly, pile on a d’oyley, and

scatter castor sugar over.

Yeast Dumplings.—Get some dough
from the baker and set it to rise.

Have a large pot full of fast-boiling
water. Form the dough into balls

the size of an egg and throw them

into the boiling water one at a time.

Cook for twenty minutes. Serve at
once with butter and brown sugar.
N.B.—The water must be kept stead-

ily boiling at a gallop.

Arrowroot. Pudding. — Take two

tablespoonfuls of arrowroot and

make into a thin paste with cold

milk; pour one pint of boiling milk

on it, return to the sauce pan, and

stir over the fire till quite smooth

and thick. Pour into a pie dish,
sweeten to taste, and flavour with

vanilla ot lemon peel. When cold,
add two beaten eggs, dust sponge-
cake crumbs over, and bake in a

moderate oven for half an hour.

Serve either hot or cola.

o o o o o

To Clean Corks.

It is as well to keep old corks,
should they be good ones, as they of-

ten come in very useful, but, as they
cannot well be used without cleaning
in some way, the following simple
method of doing so may be of inter-

est. For those who do any home-made
wines it will be a very useful thing to

know.

The method is simply to place the
corks in a tub of water, which has

Deen mixed with 10 per cent, of sul-

phuric acid. Leave them in this for 24

hours, then wash them, first in boil-

ing, then in cold water, when they
will be free from the slightest smell

or taste.

Gold
Medal

Biscuits,
Best

Value
in

the

Market,

Gold
Medal
Jams,

Beat
all

comers
for

Quality. Gold

Medal

Confections,
largest
variety,
best

quality,

Gold

Medal

Conserves

Peels,

Only

Makers
Cupid

Whispers
in

the

Colony.
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Bungling Brothers.

WHO ARE STUMBLING-BLOCKS TO

SISTERS’ LOVE AFFAIRS.

“I wish 1 hadn’t any brothers'

sighed the sister of six.

“I wish I possessed a dozen!” re-

torted the girl without any.

“Brothers are all right till you fall

in love,” said her brother-ridden
friend.

But they are terrible stumbling-

blocks in the way of sisters’ engage-
ments. There’s

THE JEALOUS BROTHER,

who glares at every eligible man that

conies within his sister s radius.

It’s easy for brothers to “head off"

a man who's beginning to be senti-

mental. In that stage young men are

so self-conscious. And a little ridi-

cule and chaff goes a long way.
Then there are the always-in-the-

way brothers. Most girls suffer from

this variety. However sweet and

pretty a sister is, it never occurs

to some brothers that other men will

think so. “Men don’t bother over a

child like Nan.” The child is nine-

teen, and feels years older.

To her brothers she seems barely

out of the. nursery. But the other

man didn’t know her when she wore

short frocks, and had a huge appetite
for sugar-sprinkled bread-and-butter.

To him Nan seems a worshipful

young goddess. And her brothers

carelessness over such a paragon of

perfection makes him furious. The

young idiots don’t appreciate the

privilege of living in the same house

with her. reflects young Roberts.

What

OBTUSE DUFFERS

they are all round! They are always
offering him cigars, and challenging
him to ping-pong contests. Why on

earth can't they leave him alone, and
play their stupid sing-song and rac-

kety games by themselves?
He wishes they weren’t fired with

such a wild enthusiasm to give him

a good time. He’s quite capable of

looking after his own interests, if

they’d only let him have a show.

“Decent chap that young Roberts!'

chorus the brothers. “Wonder why
he doesn’t care for women? Suppose
he’s been thrown over, or treated

shamefully by a girl. Seems to fight
shy of them here. Quite relieved

when he's taken out of the drawing
room. That’s why he comes so much.
I suppose. He isn’t left to chatter

to a lot of women. He knows when

he drops in here lie’ll get some sen-

sible talk with us. Roberts hasn't

any ‘parlour tricks.’ He’s a real man’s
man.”

“Think he conies to see you. Well,
that’s just like your vanity. He
took good care to clear out of the

drawing room last night the moment

you gave him the chance. Couldn’t

you see how bored he was with the

girls’ talkee-talkee?”

As a matter of fact, the man badly
wanted to “punch those brothers'

heads.”
The sister feels snubbed at her

brothers’ accusation of tethering un-

willing masculines.

Next time young men are dragged
from the drawing room the bereaved

sister says never a word.

It isn’t always a bit of bungling.
Many brothers do this sort of thing
on purpose. Jealousy comes in. They
really don’t see what there is in “the

fellow” for their sisters to make a

fuss about. Any idiot with curly
hair has only to come along, and

women rave and flatter and spoil till

he’s a conceited ass.

The sister of six has to get used to

BROTHERS SITTING ALWAYS ON

THE SPOT,

like Patience on a monument.

“Two’s company, three’s none.”

What girl with brothers hasn't this

engraved on her heart through long
suffering?

“Brothers are all very well before

and after the marriageable period,”
said the girl with too many, “but not

during the process. They might be

so useful if they had tact. But. did

you ever hear of girls whose brothers

were tactful over their love affairs?”

she asked cynically. “Girls with

brothers always on hand might as

well make up their minds to sit for

ever on the shelf.

“Jim finds my brothers at home

nineteen times out of twenty calls.

Some of them are always waiting to

annex hapless masculines who come

to see me and Bell. We hear lots

about the woes of Boers surrounded

on all sides by the blockhouse sys-
tem, but we never hear a word about

millions of despairing British girls
whose blockhouse brothers hold the

fort, and never give men a chance to
make love to their sisters —to sav no-

thing of any reciprocity on the part
of the girls! Jim pretends he’s teach-
ing me chess, which gives us a quiet
corner to ourselves. It’s such a

‘mental strain,’ we won't allow on

lookers. He's taught me for threi

months. And it's such a ‘mental

strain' I don't know the moves yet.
Jim's a born strategist to have

thought of it. No other man ever

outwitted the brothers, and won the

game of Me! And the best of it is,

Jim couldn’t play real chess to save

his life.

“This is how brothers lead young
men and maidens into temptation.
I’m not a bit deceitful—nor Jim

either. But if we weren't ‘slim’ we

shouldn’t have a chance. And we’re

going to be married—Jim and I. We

settled that over the chess-board. But

the dear, bungling brothers believe

that we're absorbed in the moves of

silly wooden pawns. You don't need
to fall far into the ways of deceit

to throw dust in your brothers'

eyes.
“What! my brother Jack is teach-

ing you chess? Well, of all the sly
girls I ever heard of ”

00000

The Care of Goldfish.

It is remarkable how seldom people

are able to keep goldfish more than a

month, and all because they neglect a

few first principles. Goldfish can be

kept almost any length of time, acci-

dents apart, if kept scrupulously clean.

The air in the water is soon exhausted,

and they should have fresh water every

day; if possible often in summer, though
once will do if the globe is fairly large.
One ean usually tell when the fish re-

quire fresh water. They stand up on

their tails with their mouths to the

surface of the water, and move slowly
in that position, generally making a

bubbling sound. When you put the fresh

water into the globe let it dash in from

a height, so that plenty of air gets in;
and let your fish have a handful of

shells or small stones. People frequently
make the mistake of thinking the fish get
enough food out of the water. That is

not so; they need feeding when in cap-
tivity. Packets of fishes’ food, chiefly
consisting of dried ants’ eggs, can be pro-
cured from any seed or naturalist's shop.
It is said that goldfish should never be

handled. This is no doubt true if they
are kept for breeding purposes. Other-

wise, it does them no harm—if due care

is exercised—and you may pick them

up one by one in your hand, and pop
them into their globe of fresh water.

Never buy a fish unless the fins arc

erect and fully spread. Directly the fish

is out of health the fins close more and

more until it dies, when they are quite
shut up against the body.

Literature for Boys and Girls.

Boys, in whatever class of life they

may be, are natural patrons of romance

and adventure; but it is melancholy to

think how this excellent instinct is per-

verted in the juvenile literature of the

streets. Its pages abound with plots as

feeble as the incidents are absurd. Pov-

erty of invention is sought to be hidden

by wild extravagance in detail. The

sentiment is bad; the writing is fre-

quently ungrammatical jargon; the hu-

mour, when humour is attempted, is flat,
stale and vulgar. The vapid mixture Is

made to go down by a fiery spicing of

bloodshed, culminating not uufrequently
in a perfect orgy of violence and crime.

The writers, to do them justice, are as

a rule free from any conscious design to

corrupt and deprave; but it is easy to

see how hurtful must be the effects on

young and half-educated minds of this

constant familiarity with deeds of fero

city and brutality. There is yet another

kind of popular literature, and this is

perhaps the most largely read of all. The

boys get their fiction too hot and strong,
the girls apparently like it mild, and

mild, undoubtedly, are the stories which

appear in the penny weeklies that are

supposed to penetrate chiefly to feminine

circles. There is no adventure, little vio

lenee, and not very much crime in the
wearisome tales of the “family” papers
which number the enraptured readers by
myriads. If vice is exhibited—in the

form of a wicked baronet, perhaps—it is

only to lead up to the final triumph of

virtue. But if the moral of those compo-
sitions is good, their effect must often
be mischievous. They contain any
amount of silly love-making, and an

enormous mass of maudlin sentiment,
both of which arc probably as harmful

to the intellect and character of unform
cd and uncultivated maidenhood as is
the carnival of gore in the “penny dread
fuls” to the boys.

Nature's Pleasant Laxative,

California Syrup of Figs.
The Best Family Medicine.

Acts

Gently

// ’
■■ Kidneys,

Livcr

■ an<*

\ x /■ Jkl/UMI ■ 11 \ Bowels,

iRngWH / ;J| 11 1 g overcoming
■riM I 1 17wil.li 1 | Habitual

Constipation

WHY ITS FAME IS WORLD-WIDE.
The excellence of California Syrup of Figs is due to its pleasant

form and perfect freedom from every objectionable quality or substance,
and to the fact that it acts gently and truly as a laxative without in any
way disturbing the natural functions. The requisite knowledge of what
a laxative should be and of the best means for its production enable
the California Fig Syrup Co. to supply the general demand for a

laxative, simple and wholesome in its nature and truly beneficial in its
effects; a laxative which acts pleasantly and leaves the internal organs
in a naturally healthy condition and which does not weaken them.

The Good it Does is Permanent.

Ask for California SyrupofFigs, andlook for the Name andTunic Maik o the California
Fig Syrup Co, Ofall Chemists, is. ijd.and i-.. 9<l.

LONDON: 3a SNOW HILL. SYDNEY: 7 Earrack SIRHHT.
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‘ HARCER BROTHERS, SETTLE, YORKS

THE LADIES' COLLEGE, REMUERA,
FOR GIRLS OF ALL AGES.

The beautiful and extensive property known as Cleveland House
Half Term commences March 26th.

'. K

I his first-class Private School provides modern high-class Education and moral
training on Christian but unsectarian principles.

Home-life Is combined with the culture and disciplinary Influences of School
under maternal supervision and with selected companionship.

1* ull Staff of Resident and Visiting Professors and Governesses—English and
Foreign.

Prospectuses on application of Messrs Upton & Co., or Principal.
MRS. S. A. MOORE-JONES, M.R.C.P., M.M., C.M.1., S.K.
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THE WORLD OF FASHION.

Once again we see the familiar an-

nouncement, "Sales now on; great reduc-

tions,” etc., and though personally 1 have

no great faith in them, 1 have no doubt

that a great many bargains can l»e pick-
ed up during sale times. There is there-

fore very little that I can add to what

1 have already said on the subject. To

be a successful sale-shopper, make up

your mind first what you really want,
and how much you can afford to pay for

it. Then go to the shop and explain
what you require, and, if you can get it,
buy it. Do not be led away by the bar-

gain mania, to buy things which are

cheap as to price, but prove in the long,
run very dear. Very many women are

possessed of this craze, and buy some-

thing which they perhaps do not want—-

"But it was so cheap, you know”—and
then found afterwards it will not go with

anything else they may possess. Short

lengths of materials for blouses—pro-
vided they are suitable or becoming—-
may often be picked up at sale time, at

prices that make the bargains. But sale-

shopping, like everything else, requires
thought and method.

Then, again, good lace is never a bad

investment, for it is always in fashion,

and it is a charming addition to spring.

(By MARGUERITE.

summer, autumn, and winter toilettes
alike, not to speak of the blouses and

tea-gowns, which those of us who have

to study economy love to practise upon

at home.

It behoves us now, in spite of the fas-
cinations of sales, to gravely consider

the question of early spring fashions,

some of the prettiest mixtures will be

of cloth and laee, lace and cloth, as you

will.

This year the leading tailors are dis-

playing more ingenuity than ever, and

they are using laee with as much zest

as the dressmakers.

There is a distinct leaning towards

basques—such short, smart little affairs,
that they look rather like hip pieces, and

are a distinct improvement to the dress

of the hour, now that bigger hips are

in vogue. But it is rather early yet to

definitely say what modes will gain a

firm hold in the world of fashion. Per-

sonally, I rather think the basque will

be a feature, especially detachable ones.

It is quite extraordinary how the Em-

pire style holds its own in evening toi-

lettes. which are more beautiful than

ever. It is here that wonderful pieces
of embroidery and lace of rich and rare

patterns are perhaps seen at their best.

At present sleeves are developing a

wealth of pretty whims, and the sleeve

of the moment is very elaborate, very
much tucked and appliqued, slashed, and

puffed. It expands below the elbow just
as the skirt below the knee. Both the

coat tail and the basque are feared by
middle-sized and short women, but if the

tails are very short and very neatly
pressed down they look very dainty on

small women, and if the basque is neatly
put on it makes a first-rate means of

lengthening the skirt. The skirt is thus

dropped about three inches, and the bare

space covered with two or three little

basques.
Short covert cloaks of light cloth, the

palest gray, tan, and even white, seein

to be in great demand. They slip com-

fortably over the most delicate gowns,
and yet have a dressy look. One of pale
gray is trimmed with stitched bands of

white panne, while another of the same

shade has the revers, cuffs, and pocket
pieces extended by two-inch wide bor-

derings of blue velvet. Other eoats are

strapped with taffeta. There is nothing
especially new about the shape, except
that the sleeves bell slightly at the bot-
tom.

The vesta is the most attractive bodice,
and especially neat for dressy w’ear. It

VESTA BODICE OF VELVET AND

SILK.

For the Country.
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it constructed of black velvet, with a

waistcoat of white corded silk embroid-

ered with French knots. The velvet is

trimmed with white passementerie cord,

or may be more elaborately decorated as

the fancy dictates. The silk waistcoat

may be embroidered in different coloured

knots, or a novelty material may be used

instead.

This is a design of a very simple but

effective evening gown in white satin,

spangled with silver. The skirt is cut

in a point in front, with a double,

graduated flounce of plain, white sat-

in, each edged with a band of the sil-

ver-spangled satin. The bodice is also

composed of the two satins, finished

with a large bow and swathed shoul-

der-straps of the same.

The gown here designed shows a

fussy bodice. The satin is cut away

at the side, disclosing a chemisette < f

lace, which also forms the decollet age,

and goes in straps over the shoulders:
the bodice is held together by a long
paste buckle. The skirt could be cut

up at the left side, and let In a nar-

row panel of lace. Finish the hem of
the skirt with a net or chiffon ruehing.

1 am giving you a design for a car-

riage wrap. It would look exceed-

ingly weil carried out in a rich

brown, very fine cloth, of the same

shade as sable, which should be used

as the collar and revers. The strap-
ped band confines the coat at the

back and under the arms, but passes
under the loose-hanging fronts.

This mantle is of rich blaek satin, suitable for a matron,

and is made very full, with a shaped flounce, edged with

full double ruche of blaek lace all round.and embroidered

all over with a very handsome design in blaek silk, jet
and sequins,

The silk blouse has become very dear

to our hearts of late, more especially the

blaek one; it is so very useful; always

looking right, and blending amiably with

almost any skirt we may wish to wear

it with. There has been, and still is. of

course, the finish of many tucks to the

blouse of blaek silk: but there is another
and rather newer trimming, that of

A BLACK SILK BLOUSE.

black and white mixed lace, which will

commend itself to many as less hack-
neyed than the oft-repeated tucks. In

this figure we give a smart model of a-

black silk blouse thus trimmed. It will

be seen that the front is formed by a

series of small perpendicular tucks de-

pending from a cross-piece or shallow

yoke of lace, then allowed to fly freely
till gathered in to pouch over at waist;
an insertion of the lace finishing each

side, and also running down the back of

each sleeve, and forming a cuff to gather
in the slight fulness at the wrist.

This evening gown is made of Liberty

satin in an ivory shade, the skirt cut

long and tight over the hips, but frou-

frouing at the feet. The bodice is

slightly pouched in front, but is quite
plain at the back and sides. The berthe

is of string coloured guipure appliqued
with rose buds, sprays of the same

(lowers being twisted round the arms,

over the small puffed sleeves, down on

to the gloves. The front of the bodice

is finished with a bow and ends of panne
velvet in turquoise blue, which colour
looks charming intermingled with the

pink blossoms. The same flowers and a

little of the guipure applique appear
again at the hem of the skirt.

This is a useful eoat in gley box-cloth, brown velvet
collar, the cuffs finished with five rows of stitching

A USEFUL COAT.

FREDERIC H. COWEN’S
BeautifulSong,

The Mission of a Rose
Sung with the greatest success by

Miss AMY CASTLES.
The “

Illustrated London News" says: The
Mission of a Roseis “

a Gem."

“Vanity Fair "

f Loudon) says The Mission of a

Rose is
“

A Graceful Snug."
“ Hccadilly ••

says : Th* Minion of a Rose is “

ASweet Song.
The“Sund»j Time. (London) My s :-Th U Mission

j
F " "f ,niemusicianly feeling; will n<

doubt heroine a great favorite.”

THE MISSION OF A ROSE is
being sung with great success by Miss Amy Castles

Man 'a I*a I atall Miuit-ttUtn.
linden KLTNOLDS * Co., Kerners st., W.

WOMAN'S UNFAILING FRIEND.

TOWLE'S rs-ffi-'
For Females. PILLS

Oldest, Safest, and only Reliable Remedy
for all Ladles’ Ailments extant.

Quickly correct all irregularities, re-
move all Obstructions, and Relieve the

Distressing Symptoms so prevalent with

the Sex.
PREPARED ONLY B\

E. T. TOWLE &. CO.,
66, LONG ROW, NOTTINGHAM, ENGLAND,

and sold by all Chemists and Stores through-
out Australasia.

UYIU OF IMITATIONS—INJUBIOUB AND WOBTHLKSS.
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The Graphic's
Funny Leaf

SHE HAD.

Blanche—Did she give Cholly any

encouragement ?

May—les; she said she might not

object to a man with more money
than brains.

AN IDEAL CHURCH.
Mrs. .Xewcome—Yes. our new house

s- delightful, and there's such a nice
ohureh right near it.

Mrs. Mooven Indeed? What de-
nomination?

Mrs. .Xewcome—l declare I don't

know, but the pews are so arranged
that you can see everyone who comes

in without the slightest trouble.

THE SURGEON'S VALENTINE.

He—You know about the doctors

operating on Tom Archer for appen-

dicitis and discovering that their

diagnosis was wrong?
She—Oh. yes. Well?

He —Well, they sent him home on

Valentine's Day with a note reading.
"Opened by mistake.”

PRETTY NEARLY RIGHT.

Teacher—What is a millionaire?

Tommy—One man in a million.

A SUCCESSFUL
’

DOCTOR.

“The doctor seems to be very suc-

cessful in his practice.”
"Yes. He told me the other day

that he had not lost a bill in six

months.”

ANOTHER PUZZLE FOR THE

POS f OFFICE.

Bill—But I dunno the bloke's ad-

dress!

’Arry —Can't yer write and arsk 'im

for it.

ANCESTRAL.

Father Tell me why you want to

get married?
Daughter—l expect it’s one or the

traits 1 inherited from my mother.

INSURANCE MADE EASY.

Bill: Hartley got ’is life insured for

a shillin'.
Bob: ’Ow wuz that?
Bill: Well, ’e borrerred a bob uv th-

foreman, an’ th’ foreman won’t put
“nil on a dangerous job as long as ’e

owes ’im the money.

LOVE’S GRAMMAR.

Teacher—What is the future of the

verb "to love,” Jennie?

Jennie (sweet 16): To get married.

A LARGE SETTLEMENT.

"Did your father-in-law settle any-

thing on you when you married his

daughter?”
“Yes. the rest of the family.”

HIS INTERPRETATION.

"What does it mean. Tommy.” the

Sunday-school teacher asked, "where

it says they rent their clothes?”

"I suppose they couldn’t afford to

buy them,” replied Tommy.

HIS GRIEVANCE.

Uncle: What makes you look so un-

happy. Tomin?

Tommy: ’Cause nobody ever calls

me good unless I’m doing something
I don't want to do.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELIEF.

"Are you ever troubled by feeling
what seems to be a weight on your
chest when you are asleep?”

"Often.”

“What do you do for it ?”

"I always wake up if I can.”

AT THE OTHER END.

A certain naval officer was very

pompous and conceited when on duty.
One day. when he was officer of the

watch, and he could not. as usual, find

anything of consequence to grumble
about, he attempted to vent his spite

on one of the stokers of the vessel,

who was in the engine-room, on

duty.
Going to the speaking tube, the offi-

cer yelled: “Is there a blithering
idiot at the end of this tube?”

The reply came quick and startling:

"Not at this end, sir!”

The feelings of the officer, as he

turned away
With a black frown, can

be better imagined than described.

EXORBITANT.

Litigant—What will you charge me

for taking the case?
Lawyer—It ought to be worth a

hundred, but I'll do it for you for an

even £ 60.

Litigant—Sixty pounds? Great

Croesus! I can buy a whole jury for

that!

Bronco Bill: So yer lynched th'

wrong feller?
Rough Rube: Yes. We imagined he

was th' feller stole th’ boss, but he

wasn’t.

Bronco Bill: Huh! Yer should be

more careful how yer stretch yer

imagination.

AN EXPENSIVE GAME.

“My time,” said the multibillion-
aire, "is worth twenty pounds a

minute-” “Well,” answered the friend,
casually, “let’s go out this afternoon

and play two or three thousand

pounds’ worth of golf.”

SOMETHING EXPECTED.

Ida—You look nervous, dear.

May—Yes, I am sure Dick is going
to propose when we get out on the
links.

Ida—What makes you think so?

Slay—Why, Iheard Dick bribing the

caddy to make out he was too sick to

keep up with us.

BE EXPLICIT.
Applicant—l want to get a license.
Clerk—Liquor, peddler, marriage or

dog?

UNEXPECTED ANSWER.

She was a bright young teacher, in

charge of a bright young class, com-

posed of many foreign children. To
increase their vocabulary she had bit

on a guessing game. She told the
class of what she was thinking, and

they named the object.
This time she had thought of the

word birthday, and the lesson went

on in this fashion:
"Now, little folks, I’m thinking of

something you all have. You don’t
have it very often, just once every

year. Even I have one. What is it?

I’ll give you a minute to think, and

when you are sure you know raise

your hand.”

Hands began to go up rapidly.
"My,” said the bright young teach-

er. "I really think I have the best

little folks in all this big school. They
all think so fast, and I know they are

thinking of the very thing I thought.
I’m going to let Morris tell. I’m

sure he knows.”

Morris rose to his feet, stood in the

aisle in true military position, and.
like a shot from a gun, in response to

the teacher’s:

"Tell us what it is, Morris.” Came
the ready answer:

"A clean undershirt, teacher!”

THE DIFFICULTY.

“What has been the greatest diffi-

culty with which you have had to con-

tend. Mrs. Kinder, in your struggle
with the servant-girl problem?”

“Preventing the good ones getting
married.”

PLOWED UP.

Rube—We’en you goin’ ter git at

yer spring plowin’?
Josh—I don’t calc’late to do none.

Rube—You don’t. Why?
Josh—Won’t have ter. I’ve Towed a

lot of amateur golfers ter use my
fields fer practice sence Febyary.

A DIFFICULT FEAT.

Manhattan —How careworn old

Scanrocks looks.

Broadway—Well, it is no wonder.

After spending thirty years walking
the slack rope of commercial success

he is now trying to climb the greased
pole of social distinction.

WANTED—A JULEP.

“No,” said Colonel Stillwell; “I don’t

read poetry.”
“Why not?”
“I got tired of waiting for them to

quit harping on violets and crocuses

and Johnny-jump-ups and sing a

word or two about mint.”

Closefist: Does your wife eternally

pester you for money? Graspit: No;

the people she buys things from do

that.

PLAYING WITH WORDS.

•’Night falls, but it doesn’t break,”

observed the Simple Mug.
“What of it?” queried the Wise

Guy.
“Oh. nothing.” chuckled the Simple

Mug. “except that day breaks, but it

doesn't fall.”

-DON'T LIKE TO CONFESS IT.

Cropper: I see by the posters that

young Stager, the comedian, travels

under his wife’s management.

Darcy: So do most men but they
don’t advertise it.

LIKE HIS MASTER.

Mrs Bill: I understand that’s a

smart dog your husband’s got; that

he’ll do just what his master does.

Mrs Jill: Yes; he's growling about

the house from morning until night.

HER TRAGEDY.

"Dora must, have suffered some ter-

rible disappointment. One never sees

her smile now. What is the mat-

ter?” “Two front teeth pulled.”

A SLIGHT DELAY*.

Strawber: “I may as well tell you,

old man, that I'm engaged to Miss

Pinkerly, the girl you have been so

attentive to.”

Singerly: “Oh, that accounts for

what she said last night.”
Strawber: “What was that?”
Singerly: “Why, I proposed to her,

and she said she would have to wait

a little while before she formally ac-

cepted me.”

THE LITERARY* POINT OF VIEW.

“My dear boy. you should study
self-repression. Don’t let 7->ur emo-

tions depict themselves so olvnly in

your face.”

"Why not. uncle?”
"Because it isn’t, artistic to give

awav vour story in the headlines.”

QUITE LIKELY.

George: Y'as, Miss Phlipp, you’re

quite right; he is a fine dog. Would

it—aw—surprise you—aw—if I told

you that that dog knows as much as

I do?
Miss Phlipp: Not at all!
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