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The Pacific Link.

Some time ago there appeared im
these puges pictures of the laying of
the Pacific ecable and of the station
ut Doubtless Bay. where the New
Zealand end of the eable ecomes
ashore. The station hazs now been
in working order for sume little time
as the frequent news from Fiji con
tained in the daily papers show, and
it will not be so very long before the
entire work of connecting ws with
the American Continent is complete
and we are in direct touch with the
new and old worlds by another line
of communication. When that is
dome the staff at Doubtless Bay will
no doubt have to be larger than it js

now, and the remote loeality will be
a more stirring place. But, as i s,
what hetween work and play, the
oficials at the werthern station have
not by any means such a slow time
of it a8 we might imagine. Indeed
they appeat, from all we hear, to en-
joy themselves very much.

Any technical explanation of the
method of working the cable would
be out of place here, but a few words
may be useful as supplementary to
our pictures. The recording instru
ment in use iz not the ordinary ma
chine used for land telegraphy. In-
stead ot the messages coming in the
form of sound and being read by the
ear of the receiver, they are permun-
ently recorded on a paper tape by

_ means of whut ks kKnown a5 a “syphon
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recorder,” the invention of TLord Kel
vin,. The Syphon recorder comsist:
of an extremely fine glass tubw, not
thicker than a hair at its point. This
tube is lhnllow and eontains the ink
which mnrks the tape as the latier
passes under it. By means of the
electrie current the tube is deflected
nhove and below the ceatre line of
the tape, the marks on the npper side
representing the dots and those ob
the under side the dishes of the ordi
nary Mnorse system. Among the in
struments to e found in the Doubt-
less Bay station which are nnt used
in ordinary- land telegraphy the con-
denser isx the most important. The
diffienlty of passing ordinary electric
currents through an extended eable.
except at long intervats, makes it
necessnry to interpuxe an instrument
in the receiving circuit, Iy meaus
of this instrument the current is
popularly speaking, collecied hefore
it pusses on tn act on the recording
instrument,

The Bride of To-day.-

The beautiful window display pro-
duced here, cntitled, “The Bride of
To-day.” is one of the series vhown

by Milne and Choyee, Limited, last
week; a glanee at the picture will
show in what graceful proportions
this display is arvanged. The gawls
shown are much as this frm have ai-
ways heen noted for, and the window
is full of lileax for smart wedding=
and festive oceasions, The brid
maids' ats and erooks were much .
mired, the rich broeades, siiks, laces

and Howers atl evoked admirgtion.
The  omther windows  also were
all designed in muost EX-
cellent. taste, being at  once

elegant, rich and exclu.dve, and reai-
Iy Tepresented the honse. Notn
amangst them e Coronation AV
dow.™ with its handsome plaster pil-
lavs, panelled with  crimson plush
amtl mireors. This wintdow containe.l
several pieces of ¢huive millinery. emn-
blematic bongueis or roses,  sham-
aud thistles also a magniticent
jewelled crown reposing on a velvet
and ermine enshion gud drape,

Tne Ranfurly Challenge Shield.

A pleture is given of the Ranfinly
Chullenge Shield presented to the New
Zealand Rugby TTnion by 1tis Excel-
leney the Governor, 1t was originnlly
suggusted by His Excelivney that the-
shicld should be heid by 1he winnees
of a North v. South islaml mated.
This  was  considered  impraci e,
amd 3t was declded by the NARL
that the shiell shauld be held hy the
provinve ubtaining the greatest num-
ber of wins in inier-unfon matehes,
The fivst compelition thkes ploce this
year. ‘The shicld was manufaernsed
By Mr AL Kobnoo the well-known silver-
smith and jeweller, of darcklund, anl
i a =plendil specimen of the sibvise-
suith's art,
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