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Topics of the Week.

Te Daum Laudamus.

The dark forcbodings which besieged
all lhearts last week wlua successive
citblegrinms mude it reems more thun pos
rible that onr beloved mosach would
Pt survive his illness have heen dis-
polled by the latesi news announcing that
Koy K tdis bewond daagger, luu)u
the whole Empire fins been ifted & lond
i ansicty heaviey than ever rested on
itout any eritical woceat during Lhe
Bover war; r, teo, thag was dad
upon it when Vicovia the Gond loy sich
untu Jdvathe For, in the first cave, we
kpew that there conli e ne reverse to
our arms so at that Dritish valeur
woulld pot repdiv ity sud in the seeond
we knew thal in no ease conid we look
to have nur Queen fong with ws. Death

Cealie ko her at a time when his coming

even to the ~trongest of us wannot be
ik to be unespecied.  lint “the ab-
horved Fury with the shears™ threatened
ouy Wing in the prime of his facuities,
and ot the very moment wheu his exit
from the \uu'lrl world have given the
i ending 1o Lis reign. A
of thiz, cowbined mlh the
Bnpire's affeetion for its populay Kiny
1o muke sangalavky intense the wniver: al
feeling of sovrow which the mest omin-
ona cablegrmnx of last week nspired.
The spectacte of the Prince styuck down
by rtubden disease on the eve of his for-
nal assamption of tha zceptrve, amid a
wealth ef paweantry and <display  of
power sivh as na other Enpive on earti
could jaesent—sauch w #pectacte appealed
to the imagination of the duallest and the
st callous beavis, There was but one
sentiment conmion te ull ciasses—the
atnuveliest reyalist and the most rabid
deincerat ulihe—a sintere hope that King
Edward wight be spared to us a little
longer. Jkon or unexpressed, thal wia
the ohe prayer jn which all joined. And
now tlat it has been granted, a no less
sincere sem~¢ of thankfulnesa pervades
the lnpire; ‘Flint sense possesscs  ouw
hearts oo entively for ws to speculate
thus early on what course iz likely to
be pursued in regard to the Uorenation,
It s eortain (lat it vannot take place
until iy '\l.lm 1y iz wholy restored to
strengih and heaitl, \\lmi[ 1ast be at
Jeast three months hence.  Whellier a
function invelving s much the spee-
tucular elvment could Le very zuce
fully earvied yut in the dveary and um
certnin  month  of  Qcicber is
questionable.  There  is  also

considered the  diflieulty  of - reas-
seuthliug »0 =oon after 1ln') liave separ-
ated, the nd voanul eivil representa-
tives fron the culonios aml sister sts itos,
whose presence contribute so much to the
wplenddour aud prestige of the occasion.
Uider these civernstances it seems not
improbable that {he three monibs post-
peacinent will come (o niean the putting
ot the great event for anuther year, That
it shuull be ubandonel nlt(wplhei is, of
vource. vut of the question. That it
should e celebvated  widh mwel less
pomp il cirunsstance tlhan would have
mvest L st week Tad all gone well is
un uleruntive that ene doey nut w illing-
Iy contemplate,  The general fecling, I
ihink, now mwre 1han ever, will be in

"

f:u'_m_lr of making the Coronation xa
slriking & wpeclacle us possible,
o < © - <

Lord Hopetoun’s Champagne,
Well aneant, no doubt, but ringu-
Jurly il-adviserd, cand as things have
tarned out, fll-1imied too, were Lovd
Huperoun’s Corvanntiot gifis to the
Melliourne unemployed.  Genevously
anxions that the poor thanld have
ae appartnaity for werrymaking on
The  preat  wecasion, the Governor-
Heneral mave three Bandred bottles
of ehampagpie and C100, 1o Le yhistri-
buted, toad ta this o brewing com-
any addded six barveoly of beer,  Jiis
Lordship. of course, Lin el an
orderiv, if [or the time, jovial erowd,
||lrnk|l romodest bumpers to His trn.
A¥in aaecastonied chaur
pagne, aud felt pleased. The crowds
in the epcras do this sort of thing
constanily, aml why not the Mel-
Boaene nnemployed? Tt e within the
Timits of possibility thae the diceetors
of the hrewing campany, equnlly iu-
nacent nf the wiava o the Austraiian
proletarint, may hove felt ennat con-
fidence in it wbility tu behave dtself

. bourne,

- fganrant

Hai either they or His Lordship con-
sulted un  wrdioury policeman, he
eould have giren valuabie advies, Ap-
parently they didn’t cousuilt anybedy,
but haandet the Hyguid and the cash
over to the gecretary of the unem-
ployed. and he apparenily <howed as
little «dizeretion in the distribution
of their Bounty s they thewmselves,
Lonfers and drimkards of hoth sexes
swarmed Lifound  the sevretary's
oftice, antd pandemoninm ensued. The
proceedings  had 1o be suspended
after two hours, and after a a1l
attempt to continue this illschosen,
ill-placed charity, the whole thing
had to be stopped. Lord Hopstoun
now understands the inipo
reproducing the ideal conviv
the ppera stage in the streets of Mel-
with the unemployed as a
company. As an instance of mis-
applied generesity, the incident is, 1
think, one of the richest in onr an-
nals. TLoxd Hopetoun's champagne
will he rememhered in Australin for
many a day by folks who never tast-
ed it. TIndeed, these who avtually dJid
seem to have been  few, for the
nmajority of ihese “wha secured a
Lotile quickly converted it into beer,
that heverage Iwing both so fir as
quality and quantify was concerned,
much mare to their taste. We are
not likely to make His Lordship's
mistake, because we haven't got the
champagne, but there Is little gues.
tion that a good deal of the™ charity
agoing iz as 31 judged as his, and in
soe n‘her way penple are erery day
procluiming themselves (-qnnll_v as
and injudicious in  their
eleemoxynary acis.
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Reminiscent,

Apropos of the above,  am remind-
ed by an old Melbournian that this is
not the first oceaszion on whick -his
city has distinguizhed iteelf in this
wily—a fact the seeretary for the un-

. employed should have known had he

been up to his business. 1t was when
the Iate Duke of Fdinburgh visited
the culonies, uud Melbourue, to cele-
Dbrate the honour, laid herseli out to
rejotce  with  unugual  prodigality.
Aong other things, she undertook
to emulate the public ho-pitality of
1he Middle JAges in the erection of a
fountain, Trom which  Howed wine.
Bat rhe Melbourniun populace even in
these carly days had gone some con-
sidernble distauee in the developmnent
of i toste for free drinles, azd it was
not long before a man narrowly es-
caped drowning in the liquisl.  He
wis  reselieel  ju a state  of—
no doubt biissful—unconseious.
nexss, for  his  head  Lad  been
uitder the rosy fHuid gquite four
minute=, and he must have bad his
fill uf it. 1 believe the fountain had

1o be stopped. Oecasionally it happens -

at thines of public merrymaking 1hat
the insensate folly which gives free
drin wu iib to the mob goes a step
fuether, und forcees on the unwilling
what the greater number probably re-
gquire no persuakion te partike of,

_Hume oli Aucklanders may reczll one

festal oceasion in the old days when
caxks of free beer were ranged
u the thoronghfare, and  the
passers by hal to purtake or in de-
tanit suffer a sharp streke across the
pate Teom the calgel of an individual
Plaeed there to see that noe ene shirk-
il hix convirinl ditey with impunity.
Virngine 1here was na vrganised pro-
hibition ur tewperanes party in those
daxs in Aucklbond, or there  might
have boen a pleniifol erop of actions
Tor assanlt dwd battery, for 1he e,
Iy ned e wis an earncst
roguae who wiclded it
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Tha Celonial Muso.

The Tuumdnhle atiempt of the Wels
Hugton  Uoronation {ommittes to
geden the celebration with a - patrie-
tic ode was defeated 1hrongh the
porerty of the productiona submitted
for thelr approval by leeal und colo-

nial banls. Committess In such casew
are not aver hard to please. They
arc pot experts inm prosody, and
something with a good patriotiv fla.
vour, and a bit of a swing ip it, even
it it comes Bhort in actual poetic
merit, hus a fair chance of a hear-
ing. But the odes aent into the Wel-
lington Committee appear ta have
had no saving grace_whatsoever,. to
judge Ly the verse, said to be_from
ane of the best, which was telegraph-
ed to Auckland as a taste of their
quality; and the judges took refuge
in a resolution to the effect that all
tle compositions offered were nnsnit-
able. Only editors know ihe price-
lexs value of that eunphemism. With-
out it the art of praceful refosal
would Le impossible, [ spezk from
experience. Lopg ago I should have
Leen buried deep beneath the weighs
of M#x., which I dreaded to reject
ontright, if there had not been such
a word as “unsuitable™ in the lan-
puage. But with it une can deal sam-

. marily alike with the passably good

antl the unspeakably bad contribu-
tion, without the risk of offemling
the congributor. In the matter of
verse especially, it hag pained me to
have to use it so frequently. I
imagine that in New Zealand we
must have more people to the syuare
niile who think they can write poetry
than any othér country in the world.
They flourish under the most discour-
aging aspect of the daily and weekly
press, aud give them but half a
chance, and they would inundate the
colony wiih rivers of rhyme. A re-
quest for an ode, whether payment is
attached to the wark eor notr, sets
scores of pens a-seribbling in every
pravince. It is significant of this
cacoethes eeribendi, that this colony,
with a population of 800,000, has just
contributed 71 Coronation odes to
the “Gioad Words™ competition, while
Lanada, with a pepulation of five and
a half millions, only produced twenty
more.
“(Gloodd Words™” on New Zealand's poe-
tic rescurces is responsible for the
poor guality of the stuft submitted
to the Wellingtoh Committee, In ihe
interests of the colony, one grasps at
such an assumprion, for it is sincere-
1y to be hoped that the odes present-
¢d for home consunption were not
a falr sample of what was exported
to the O)d Country. We Dbave built
up a name for ourseives by the qual-
jty of our mutton aud eur butier. It
weould Dbe most rTegrettable if we
should in the least dewrec jeopardise
it by the inferiority of our poetry.
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Getting Rid of a White
Elephant.

A cnrrequndont, wiiting all  the
way from Aratapu, makes a sugges-
tion. which should commend itself
alike to His Exceliency the Governor
and the Auckland Ilarbour
The former iz desirous of establish-
ing a comfortable home for the old
veterans resideng in the colony; the
jatter are at their wits' end to koow
what to do with Alimiralty Iouse
now that the building is finishtd. My
Atatapu correspondent comes to the
rescvue of both with the proposal that
the cronte edifice should be turned
mmtoe a veterans' home. There is no
donbt {hat the plade would be a de-
bightful residence for our gld war-
riors, whose lines in later life may
not have fallen in the most pleasont
or prosperous places. Coropured, for
sinstance, with the Costley Home, the
place 1 absolutely l'nradhmc.}l ‘Fhe
other day I ponid & visit to the build-
ing with this Wdea jv my head, aud I
confess that 1 felt myself raoplily be-
cuoming a convert to it,
the huappy veterans  luxuriously
haused in these =pacious rovoms, or
suking the pine of peace and eon-
tentinent o the lroad piazza that
communds one of thesfinest views of
the guir, pnd I felt that if the choica
in 10 ne between the place lying
smpiy—us appears almost cortaiu tu
br s fate if the Auckland kHurbour
Bonrd persist i reserving it exelu-
Fively for the Admirnl and navel visi-
tors—and being turned to some pur-
puse, the uvid veterana hod probubly
n% good a claim as tennnts ad anyone
lape, ‘the Tluard ape averse to divert-
ing the puililing from the purpose for
which it waw built, but if such divert-

Perhaps the drain made Dby.

1 pictured -

ing ia necesaary, to give it to the old
military men would seem the.next
nearest thing to keeping it exclusive-
ly for their naval brethren. A good
dial has heen gaid sgainst the foumd-
ing of eny permancot institution on
the lincs suggestcd by the Governor,
the nargument being that in a decade
or two there will be no old vetevane
of the oll school tu provide for.
There- is wisdom 1n {e econteuntion,
but it in no way aﬁﬂ-tx the proposul

for a <gmporary institution as Ad-
wiralty House mipght e’ made.
- <. < © o

The Corenation Honours.

Grief end anxiety for our Sovereign
have ~o filled onr heartz aml mimls that
there is little room for interest even for
the published lst of coronation honoury,
the conferring of which has not been
interefered with by the postponement of
the great fumction. The spectacte of
ile sovereign of the greatest world Em-

# Pire hovering between life and death was

ecaleulated to minindse the value of such
distinetions; nnd even the recipients of
them must have teceived the public an-
nourcement of their elevatiom with- a
satisfuction greatly qualified by the sad
virepmstances under wanich henony had
come to them, Of the XNew Zealandera
to whem it was expeeted a knighthood
would probuably-be piven, Dr, Camplell,
af "Aucklapd, and Captain Russell, of
Hawke's Bay, are the only gentlemen in
the oificial tist, As was stated in these
pages before, Dr. Camphell's distinciion
was an assured thing some time ago, apd
uothing tut the sincerest pieasure and
satisfaction has been expressed Tegarding
it. As to Captain Dussell, all colonista
of ail shades of political opimion will
unite in congratulaling that gentleman.
The alsence of Mr Seddou’s pame from
the list hps caused some specuiation, It
is interpreied to mwean either that our
Premier refused a knighthood—as he did
once before when it was offered him—or
that he is reserved for some great hon-
our. Tersomally I do not hold with ihe

- latter supposition, as I unnderstand it

would be, if not eatirely against prece-
deut, at least contraty to & strongly con-
firmed rule to offer anything Leyond the
knighthood. The other names on tha
list concern us little, the ones that will
attract mwost atlention Leing those of
Mr Charles Wyndhawt, the actor, Mr
Burnand, the editor of “Iunch,” Mr.
Conan Doyle, and AMr Gilbert Parker, the
novelists, The knighthoods eonferred on
these gentlemen are & tribute to drt and
liternture; but it is not so easy to un-
derstand why they should have bean
singled out of the army of players and
writers for distimeLion. Much as Mr
Buraand may have helpal to keep us
merry, and Messrs Conan Doyle and Gil-
bert Parker to amuse our leisure mo-
ments, a dezen other names will suggest
themselves to my readers of men equaliy,

Hoard ™ Worthy, if not move worthy, of the hon-

our.
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Penny Postage has proved a great boon
Ever since it has come inte force,
Such henefits ean’t reach us too soon,
Thourh bound to arrive in due course.
It is time we took care of our pence,
And likew!se our healih I am sure,
Bo he. with a cough and good sense,

Takes WOODS' GREAT PEFFERMINT
CURE,

T0 GLEAR THE NOTH™HE
COMPLENIDA UKE -
oF . UTICURA
BLEMISHES

oo _

Mililoos of Worsen use Cutleura Scap
Excla-itely for beautifying 1bhe akin, for ths
neppiog of fullleg holr, for softening apd whit.
sbirg red, rough Bands, for anooylug irritations,
too free or ofecaive perspiration, washes for
ulrerative weakDesses, Tor Iznby #RBelive Anids
seplio jurposcs, and (0 sl the uses of the tolled,
bath, aod pursary

g 1ol ni.1 Chrmiain Purnt Daoe &
0\{ ""'&.Bulw.




