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THE CORONATIO
 ENGLAND'S

AN HISTORICAL RETROSPECT.
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Striking Features of the Ceremony from Earliest Da&s.
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Tn the age of the Plantageneis and
Tudors, and under the Stuarts, until
the coronation of James JI., it was
customary for kings to reside in the
Tower ui Londen for some time pre-
vious ta the corvomation. On the Bat~
urday before the coronation the
novereigh went from Westminater to
the Tower of London, attended by
great nmumbers of the pobility and
eivie dignitariee, and by those squires
who were to be kmighted, and who
watched their arms that night. Each
squire had & chamber allotted him,
and a batk in which he bathed. Tha
ensuing day after mass the sovereign
ereated them knights. After their in-
vestiturs they were permitted to sit
down n the King’s presence, but dur-
ing the whole time of dinner they
were not allowéd to partake of any
part of the entertainment. The
quecns in their owh right, Mary and
Elizabeth, though they girded thes
sworda on the krights with their own
hands, did not give the aceolade ov
biow, which is the determinate ac-
tion that impresses the character of
Inighthood. At both coronstions
Henry, Earl of Arundel, performed
this office. A copy of his appoint-
ment is to be found in Bymer.

WILLUIAM THE CONQUEROR.

- After William had taken the coro-
nation oath, to protect the church,
prohikii oppression and execute Judg-
ment in mercy, Aldred pot the ques-
tton,. "Will ye bave this prince to be
your king?” The people answered
with load shouts, and the noise gave

8o much alarm to the Norman garri-.-

son in the city that the soldiers, be-
Heving the English to have revolted,
withount waiting to make any investi-
gotion, lmmediately set the next
housea an fire, which, apresding and
giving 3 general alarm, most of the
eongregstion roshed out of the
ehureh, the English hastening to
stop the fire and the. Normans to
plunder. The Bishops, clergy and
monks, who remained within the
church, were in such confusion that
they were scarve able to go through
the office of crowning the King. Wil-
liam him=el, who saw the tumult,
and ecould not conjecture its cause,
gat trembling at the foot of the aliar,
and, though no great mischiel was
done by the fire, it laid the founda-
tion of a long and inveterate enmity
between the English and the XNor-
mans. -

WILLIAM 11, RUFUS.

William II. laid elaim to the crown
by virtue of a form of elsction, the
* nobles welieving that he would be Jess
inclined to control their usurped
privilejres than his elder brother, Rob-
ert. - He was crowned at Wesimin-
ster September 27, 1087, by Lafrane,
‘Archbishop- of Canlerbury, and the
Archbishop of York. Besides swear-
ing to observe justice, equity and
mercy iv all his conduct, and to main-
1ain the peace, liberties and privileges
of the church, he promised that he
would follow the Archbishop's counn-
sels in his administrations,

HENRY L. e

* The coronation of Henry I. was per-
formed in & hurried manner on the
fourth day after the death of Rufus,
In every respect the forms of his
eaoronation were the same as thoze
of the Baxon Kings, T LR

tcTmem

- God ar® forbade him to. take

STEPHEN.

The coronation of Stephen after he
had sworn allegiance to the Em-
press Matilda wan viewed with much
anxiety in an age when it was sap-

d that the punishipent of per-
ury was immediate and visible. The
ceremony was performed by Williaoe,
Archbiskop of Canterbury, and it is
eaid that a dreadfnl etorm arass
which threw all the parties into sueh
coniusion that the consecrated wader
fell on the ground, the kiss of peaee
after the sacrament was omttted, and
even the final benediction forgotten.

HENRY I
Henry was ecrowned at Westmin-

ater on the Souday before Christmas .

Day, A.. 1154, by _Theobeld, Arch-
bishop of Canterbury. Although his
hereditary right was nnqueationabie,
ke was formally elected by the clergy
and people. It is paid that Henry
was crowned again with his. Queen,
A.D. 1159, but this report arcse from
bhie bhaving worn the crowm during
the ceremony.

RICHARD L A

Duke Richard, having made-all neces
gary preparations for kis coronatiom,
came to London, where he assembled
the Archbizhops of Canterbury, Rouem,
and Tours, who bad given himn, ab:o'u-
tion in Neormandy for waging war
agalinst his father after bhe had takenm
ihe crosa za a crumader. First, the
Archhishops, Bishops, Abbottsr and
clergy, ing thelir square c¢sps, and
e crosa and holy water
bearers and deacons bumning imcense,

went to the door of the reyal bed- .

chember and led the Duke in solemn
procession to the great alisr of the
chureh of Westminster. When they
reached the altar Richard sware, in the
presence of the elergy and people, on
the holy Gospel and the sacved relies,
that he would observe -peace, honowr
and respect all the days of his life to
God, holy church and its ordinances.
His attendants then etripped him to
his trousers and ghirt, the latter of
which was left open between the
ahoulders on account of ihe anointing.
Baldwin. Archbishop of C(=nterbary,
whe wore rich buskina of elotk of gold,
then anointed the King in three places,
on the head, between the mhoulders,
and on the right arm. A consecrated
linen coif and & cap of estate were
then placed upon his head, and he was
vested with the roval robes, the lamatic
and the tunic. The Archbishop then
delivered bim & sword to restrain the
enemies of the church. Two ear’s then
backled or his spurs, apd invesied him
with the pall of state; after which
Baldwin conjured him in the name of
tha
crown uniess he were firmly “resolved
in his heart and soul. to ohserve all
the promises to which he had sworn.

i JOHN, K]

John ascended the throne, to the
prejudice of the hereditary rights of
kis nephew, Arthur, by -viriue of a
form of election. The Archbishops,
Bishops, Earls, Bichops and others, the
estates of the realwm, being assembled
in the church of Westmioster, May 27,
1179, Hubert, Archbishop of Canterbury,
uwddressed them in these memorabie
words:—

“Hear all men! It is well known 10
your wisdom that no man hath any

right of Euccemiion to this ¢rown unless
he be elected for his own merita by the
unagnimous consent of the kingdom,
with invocation of the Holy Uhost,
after the manner and similitude of
Baul, whom God set over hisx chosen
people, though he was ncither the =on
of a King nor sprung of a royal liaa;
end in like manner after him David,
the son of Jesze; the former because
he was brave and suited to the royal
dignity, the latter because he was hum-
ble and pisus. So that he who sur-
passes all within the realm in ftneea
for royalty should preside over =il in
dignity and power. But if cne of the
family of the deceased sovereign shon!d
excel others, his election should be the
more readily and cheerfuliy conceded,
Wherefore, a8 sur late sovereign, Rich-
. ard, died without issue of his body,
and his brother, Earl John, now pre-
aeng, Iz wise, brave and manifestly
noble, we, having respect both 1o his
merits and his royal blood, znanimousty
and with one aceord elect him to be
sur sovereign.'
This was the most decisive form of
election since the Conguest.

& HENRY (I,
Aftey the death of John, Londcen be-

ing in poesession of the French Prince
Louis, sn assembly of the principal
authorities wae eouvened at Winches-
ter under the precidency of Qualo, the
papal legute, They wunanimously re-
bolved that the young King should be
ergwiied on the 28th dzy of October,
AD, 1218, The ceremony was perform-
ed In the cathedral of Winchester. The
Papal Legate compelled Henry to do
bomage to the holy Roman church and
Pope Innocent for his kingdom of Eng-
land and Ireland; he alro made him
pwear that he woeuld pay &n sanual
tribute of one thousand marks to the
papal see. The ceremony of coronstion
was repeated by Stephen Langton, Arih-
bishop of Canterbury,

Early in the year 1238 Henry married
tke Eady Fleanor, danghter of the Earl
of Provence, whose beauty is celebra-
ted by al) the chroniclers,

EDWARD I

. Ou the 15th of Angust, 1274, Elward
L and his Quecn, Eleanor, were crow -
ed at Westminster by the Archbishop
of Canterbury, aided by other prelates.

Holinehed adde some remarkable par-
ticulars of this coronation:

“A1l this coromation were present
Alexander king of Scots, and Joln earle
of Bretzine. with their wives that were

sisters  {o Kirg Edward The
king  of Scots did bom=aga -
unte King Edward for 1he reaime

of Seotland. in like manner as otber the
kings of Scotland before him bad
doone to other kings of England. ances-
toures to thim King Edward. At the
solernitie of this coronation there were
let go at libertie {catch them that
catel might) five hundred great horses
by the king of Scote, the earles of
Cornewalil, Glocester, Pembroke, War-
Ten and others, as they were alighted
from their backs™

EDWARD II.

Edward 1I. and his Queen were
crowaed at Westminster oh the 241h of
February. Holinsked informs wus:—
“There was such presse and ihrong at
the coronation that a knight, culled Sir
John Bakewell, was thrust or crowded
to death.” The Bishops were incom-
moded and forced to burry through the

servies ta n maaber, add yet it
was mot comsiwd balers 3 in ke
altermoon. - .l

EDWARD i, L |

On the deposition of Edward II. Mim
son, Prince Edward, was brought to a
general sssambly of the wobleg and
clergy im the sbbey chureh st West-
wrinster, on the 20th January, 1327, and
Walter Beyuold exborted all presens
10 cthoose 1ha young Prince ms their
povereign. All sssented, but the Prince
himself declared that Be would Bot
accept the crown natll Jt had been
coluntarily resigned by his father,

A remarkable coronation medal waa
atruck on this occapiol) on onfe aide
the young Prince was represented
erowned, laying his soceptre oo s heap
of hearts, withk the motto, “Populo das
jura volenti” (He gives laws to & wili-
ing people); and on the other was a
hand held out to save & falilng erown,
with the motto, “Noa rapit, sed re-
€ipit” (He seizes not, but receives”).

RICHARD 11t :

The eoronation of this king wap more
magnificent 1than any of the preceding,
The proceasion of ths Elog from the
Tower of London is thus described by
Hollushed:

“The citie was sdorned in all sorts
moat richlie. The water conduits Tam
with wine for the space of three houra
together. In the upper emd of Cheapn
was a certain castell, made with foure
towern; out of which csstell. on two
sidea of it, ran forth wine abundantiy.
In the towers were placed four besnti-
ful virgins, in stature and age like to
the king, apparelled in white vesture,
In every tower ops, the which blew
in the king's face, st his approaching
near to them. leaves of goid; and as he
approached alse they threw on him
and his horse counterfeit floring of
gold. When he was coms before the
castel] they took cups of gold, aund fll-
ing them with wine at the spouts of the
castell, presenied the same to the king
and his pobles. On the top of the can
tell, betwixt the four towers, stood =
polden angell, holding & ¢&rown in his
bands, which was s0 contrived that
when the king came he bowed down
and offered toiim the ¢rcwne. In the

- midst of the king's pallace was n mar-

ble pillar, raised hollow upom steps, on
the top whereui was » great gilt eagla
placed under whose feet in the chapiter
of the pillar divers kinds of wine canm
gushing forth at foure saveral places
all the daie long; nefther was anie
forbidden to receive the same, wWere he
never 5o poor or ablest.”

HENRY v,

Henry 1V. wag crowned by Archbishop
Fitzalan on the 13th of October, 1399,
and on this ocecasion the ampulia was
first employed. After Henry had gone
to the Tower he created forty-six
Enights of the Bath, ameog whom
were three of hia own woms. The pro-
cession from the Tower 1o Westminater
was unusually splendid, no less than
six thousand horses having been em-
ployed for the occasion.

Froissart gives the following account
of Henry IV. s procession: *“The duke
of Lancaster left the Tower this Sunday
af_l.er dinper on his return to Wept-
minster. He was bare-bsaded and had
round his meck the order of the king
of France. The prince of Wales, six
dukes, six earls, righteen barons, ac-
companied bim, snd there were of
kpights snd other nobility from eight
to nine hundred horse in the procession,
He passed through the streets of Lon-
don, which were nll handsomely deco-
rated with tapestries and other rich
bangings; there were mnine fountains
in Cheapside and other streets he pass-
1 througk that ram perpetually with
white and red wines. The whole caval-
cade amounted to six thousand hoerse,
that escorted the duke From the Tower
o Westminster.,” H

HENRY V,

TOFY

Heury V. was ¢rowhed on the Oth of
April. 1413. Katherine of Fraoce, the
Queen of Henry V., was crowned on
the 24th of February, 1420. The nc-
«ount which Holinshed gives of the
mwagnificence displayed upon thia occa-
ron is far too characteristic of the age
to be omitted:

“After the great solemnization of tha
foresaid coronation in the church of Bt, -
Peter's, at Westminster, wan ended,
the qucene was conveied into the great
Hail of Westminster, and there /srot to
dinper. Upon whose right band rat, at
the end of the table, tbe Archbishop
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