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Paturday, Fune #1. POR

Speoch by the Acting-Premler,
FROURFES OF TBE COLONT.

‘: EMMAREARLE INPROVEMENT.

BUPPLIES FOR BOUTE AFRICA.

THE PARLIAMENTARY
PROUGRAMME.

PURLIC WORKS POLICY.

Bir Joseph Ward msddreesed the
wloctors of Awarus at Winton lass
Tuoesday evening. The Mayor pre-
mded, apd the Oddfeliowa” Hall
wak crowded to the doors The
Acting-Fremnier wmas acoorded an en
thosigstic reception, and spplavse
was frequent  throughout the ad-
dresa.

Bir Joseph Ward, afier referring Lo
the pleasure he felt at meeting his
sonstitaencs, sakl that & resarkable
improvement was npoticeabls on all
smides, and it was evidens that people
were noti conteot with the antiguated
ecomdition of ithings which presailed
is former yeari, which prevented the
power of the State being oeed for the
wplifting of humanity. The gloomy
predictions that the rolony, as & To-
sult of experimental legislation,
would gradually drift into a state of
cheos, were by no means fulfilled,
and we had pasted through the bud-
ding stages into the full fruition of
suecess and prosperity. America was
frequently poioted out as the land of
treedom snd progress, but mwost of
tbs inquiries coticerning the condi-
tions prevalling in New Zealsnd came
drom America. That comniry was be-
hind vs in the nse of the State for the
well-being of the people. In New
Zealand the poople owned the rail-
ways, the post and telegraph  ser-
vices, and the telephone system, and
she State had fte own Public Trust
Offien, and Advanoe to Set-
tlers’ Office, not one of which waa
comtrolled by the people of the Unit-
«d Btates of America, where the god
of wealth overshadowed abmost every
one of the great indusiries gpom
wrikdch the pecple had 40 depend for
thelr existence. In regard 10 Biats-
owned De we wers 350
years shesd of the United States,
amd] ap far a= raflways wers vencern-
#d of Engliand itself

FINANCE.

The revenue and expenditur for
the year ending March 31, 1902, wan
af » reassoring charscter. The bal-
ance of £270,400, considering that re-
missious in Cwstoms duties, rallway
charges, and pensy poat ran into
£300,000, could mot be regarded anm
other than a3 vonderful resunlt. The
Mabilittes for the year were £ 154,000
or &£230,000 leas than the previons

. Year. Of courae, it was impossaible ta
include all the liahilities when the
bocka were closed, but last year's
revenue had to bear an expenditure
of £207,000 of Habilities for the pre-
coding year. Naturally, the interest
upon loans had increased with im-
creased indebiedeess, but 1t sught to
be recoguised by all that & greal deal
of ithe loan money wis remumerntive
to taxpayers. The Pablic Works expen-
diture was undoubtedly high, bat
they had a great and growing rallway
service, and it would be disas

bhad been applied to rvollmg stoek of
nearly the whole £olany, and the rest
would be equipped skortly. The rall-
ing stock had been enormously added
to, and the raflways were paying
over three per cent. isterest mpon
the total moneys expended, and that
interest was provided by tae peopls
who used the rafllways. The mmember

for Bruce referred to the one per
cent. underwriting wpos our loans,
but this was the fee fixed by ihe
Btock Exchange. The munbar also
mentioned the old age pensfona,
Ministers could xot e blamed for the
matter to which he alluded, as all
claims were invuﬂ;uul by

i

from Publle Worka Fund was £i3¢,-
231 more than in Lhe preceding year.
The growing tendency to clamoar for
expenditure muoat be resisted, and
teason shoold predominate in this
conpection. Jt was absurd and tal-
lacions to say that the iweresss of
income tax from £81.031 to £179,000
was due to e-tra taxation The aame
remoark applied to Customs taxation.
Since 189588 the Gorermment had mot
increasned dyties, sad the growing
receipis were due to increased trade,
and in spite o emsrmous reduction
in the doties
THE RATLWAYS.

Bir Joseph went an to deal with the
finanees, and then came to raliwars
improvements. He naid that & mew
time-table woold eome into opera-

adopt & referenduma, so that Tarpe
social questioms ahouwld at certain
times be remmivied te the people tor
evasideration and decimion. The elee-
toral law required atteation, asd an
effort would be made to enahle mwem-
bevs 1o be returmed wWho represented
a majority of their constitwents
Btepn had already been taken 10 have
every adult placed omn the roll.  A1.
tention would be given to all import-
ant matters concerting the export of
our products. A measure wonid be
submitted dealing with the question
of a sfitem under which railway em- -
ployees conld be superannusted wp-
on ir;uremﬂl;dutbcr as tha result of
aecident or old age. A proposal would
be placed betore the Hoose for the
regulation by the Goveroment of
lhnrebroking and zome necessary im-

tion on July 1. A doctd of 43
minates would be made in the Christ-
church expresses. The goods service
between Invercargill, Riverton, and
Nightcaps womld be rearranged so as
to allow the whole of the seitleva in
the western distriet getting stock
through to Dunedin in one day.

THE WAR

After reference 10 allowances to set-
tlers, which had lowered interesi 2
per eent. thus saving £750.000 per
annom, the Touriet Department,
which had already exerted a pood in-
ftuepce, and the Health Department,
Bir Joseph allvded te the justics of
the war, and the exceeding happiness
of its irsne. and referring to its com-
mercial side, he said that 202685 toss
of prodwee bad been shipped im 85

ateamers, the net valoe being £1.371-~ |

50t. Horees worth £45950 had been
purchased in the eolony. and £§735,574
had been paid to the Defence Depart-
ment for the pay, equipment, gratui-
ties, horses, forage and 50
that the total expendituras made in
the eolony was £2,005,755. The Gor-
ernment had been trying to obiain &
direct Hne of steamers for South Af-
rica, and & tender had been recelved
#roim the Blue Stsr Line. After nego-
tiatioms the Governmewt affered them
the service, and the matter was Te-
mitted to Lemdon, where H vas re-
ceiving the kilention of the solicitors
for the colony and those for the com-
tractor. -
HELP TO THE FARMFERS.

A great deal had been done for the
farmers. The Goverument had re-
lieved them from sn unfair impesi-
tion under which they were previous-
1y Hrving. Chrap money had beem ob-
tzined for them, and the practieal ve-
sults from the Agricultural
yoent show that it had been of ines-
timabls value to farmers. The grad-

articiea to & bigh Jevel, and legizla-
tion for the purification of manwres
bad done an immenss amount of
good. The lowering of the rates on
farming prodoce upom ths railwayw
meant & groat axving. 4 vysham was
established in London by which rego-
lar advices were cabled out for ithe
benefit of the farmers, and & trade re-
presentative had been seot to find ad~
djtiogsa]l markein, and to furnish in-
formation which wwould be of benefit
$o farmers. The land laws had been
broadened in & way which had en-
sbled thousands to get holdings at
ratca at which they would be able to

produee. There was no reason for the
farmers turning against the Govern-
Inent, because they had endeavoured
%0 do good slso to the artisans and
workers in iowns. Any person who
attempted to creste s clase prejudice
of this sort was an enemy o his
country.
THE COMING SESSION,

The work of ike coming pession was
in & very forward state. In the last
session of Parlisment too much
shoald mot be stiempted. If they
kept the finamces in sound porition,
and laid out & practical, progreszive
und s prodent railway, lands and road
poliey, they would be doing what was
of paramount importance to the eal-
cay. Tha legimlstion to be submit-
404 would, whils dealing with many

t matiers, be found to be
within the limits of practical prooe-
dure. TFhe eolomy should agres e

}‘ ..ti;ould be made in the
actories An important proposal
would be submmitted co: : the
depravity which existed in all paris
of the eolomy. Amendments dealing
with rating on unimproved value
wonld be l:(mslden-d, and attention
would be given to the conservation of
rivers. Safeguards for the public
doing business with second.hand
dealers would be made law, and im-
portant amendments of the Coroners
Act wowld be introduced. The land
Iaws would be stifl forther amended,
and proposals made for dealing with
ihe question of rebate w0 Crowa ten-
anta, State fire jnsurance wonld
slso hare consideration. He did not
think that any attempt would be
made to deal with the licensing laws
during the sexsion. Purther remin-
sions 1m rpilway charges would be
smnonnced durisg the sikting of Par-
liament, and a means would be intro-
duced for classification of civil ser-
Taots

.

TAZATION AXD EXPENDITURE.
in regard to expenditura, he said

. that some advocated wholesale re-

trenchment, bat he had some to the
sonclasion ﬂut, excepling whete ae-
accessity aompelled s whole-
sale reduocion, it shonld be avoided,
-'.u-nyum,h:honllnotbedm

E

from any + comslderation, or the
outeome of & mere parvy ery. As far
o he had beem ahia fo follow the
efecia of woch & policy, it had proved
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conld not be maintamed by reason-

able tavstion, then, witheut creating
panie, and without disloeating the
mervine trom aod 1o el & prudeat
reduction shouid ba made in perma-
meovt appropristions. 1a his ows De-
partmeats employmeat had saly been
giten when thers was work to de,
and when work was slack those im
exeesa of the number of hands re-
quired for the tims being bad to
stand aside.
PURLIC WORKS.

There was an apparent ¢fort being
made in some parwa of the coiony to
foree the hands of the Gowrawent,
and make them go in for lavish pak-
die works expenditare. Wellwishers

of the calony sboald carefully ponder:

ower fhe position which presemted
itsel! m oonnection with its progreas
and development. To expect a vol-
ony such as this to go on borrowing
enormous sams of money aannally
for poblic works was 10 expeer the
Smposyible, and if public men 3 mot
realize the fact they would be plaialy
told that soch & policy wonld nlti-
mately lead to s disastrous position,
He was far trom feeling at all mer-
vous of the position ahead of the cok
ony. They required irmness and eoar-
age, tempered with canzion and rea-
son, zird 1these characterizrics had neot
been wanting on the part of the Go-
vermment in carryiag om its respom-
sible duties gipce thelr zeocewia to
office. The constituents should be
reasonable. Requests had beed made
t0o epable local bedies 1o imercase
their spending powers in zaricus
directions, the Government to anpply
the money by way of loan.
This should and must be checked. The
financial stability af the eolony annt
be maintained im » strong

and our credit musi be aniliseg Im-

at which it is irtended they shoukd
stop. Having made up it mind what

shovld be tigorously prosecuted. The |

surplus revenue from the Cousolidsd-
+d Fund, estimated st £500,000 ihis

car, would be nsed for opening wp
ind.n and roading the eountry. Ex-
tenalve pettlement in the interior and

Tied unstipounsiy.

Zi

macner by experts.

CHESTEI!

LIC CARTRIDGES.
Gouraymdgun,mklu.“hne
discovered many rhings sbont ammunition that
Do one could leara in any other way.
Mmh%mmﬂvﬁymdi
experfence menufacturing ammunidon, enable us
to embody many fine polms In Winchester
for rifies and revolvers which make them
superior in many ways to all other bracds spoa the marker.
Winchester cartridges In sl calibers are accurste, sure-fire
und exact in sive; being made snd loaded In & modern

INSIST UPON HAVING WINCHESTER MAKE OF CARTRIDGES,

Our

If you want the best

el




