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The Velerans' Hems.

INTERVIEW WITH LORD
RANFURLY.

~ DFETAILS OF THE SCHEME,

{ (Br Telagraph—Own Correspondent.)

The proposal which His FExcellency
the Governor has reeently made re-
garding the establishment of a Vere-
rans’ Home i the colony as & memorial
to those New Zealanders who have
fallen in the Boer War is now being
discussed by the press and the public.
Beveral criticisms of the acheme, prag
tically all of them favourable to it,
have appeared in the press. There are,
however, soine points upon whick a lit-
tle further informartion may be welcome,
and with a view to an eiucidation of
theae I called vesterday at Government
House, whers Lord Ranfurly very cour-
teously accorded me a personal inter
view.

First of all, there was the question
that has been mooted as to whether
there should mot be two veterans®
homes, one in the North and one in the
Bouth Jeland,

“My answer to that,” raid His Fx-
cellency, “is that you must walk before
you con run. The first thing to be
done is to get one home in successful
working order. Buch a bome should Le
capable of accommeadating forty people.
WWith any number lexza tham that you
cannot have economical working. for an
establishment for ten would coxt prasii-
cally as much to maintain in the way
of attendance, ete., as would a heme for
forty. Of course, if the moevement takes
on,” he added, “I sha!l be only too
pleased to see two Lomes established.
especially as I think New Zealand will
always have a sufiicient gumber of appli-
cants to Bl two sueh homes. The fir<t
home 10 be establishad should, Lowsver,
certainly be either in the Auckland or
the Teranaki provincinl distriet. The=se
provinces at the prezent moment con-
taiw about two-thirds of the Imperial
ead colonial veterans in the whole eol-
ony. Of the two thousand pames I
have already on my list. only two hun-
dred are from the South Island. Them.
sguin, you must remember ihat jt was
in the two Northern provinces that
these old soldiers fought and bed for
the protection of the British and the
extension ¢f the bounds of the Empire,
Mareover, there iz the guestion of the
suitability of climate to be considered,
and the Tigour of the fouth, while it
may breed 2 hardy race of colenidta. is
not so suitable as is the milder NoTth-

. erti climate to the health of jeeble and
invalid soldiers. many of whom are al-
ready octogenarians.”

Ie reply to & question as to the fn-
ture up-keep of such an  institution,
Lord Ranfurly said: *My view is this:
Given the establishment of a suitable
building. provision for attendamce and
faod woutd be financially a minor mai-
ter, Indeed. many of the veterans
would be able to provide for their own
food, »s many of them have either old
age pensions or Imperial Army pensions.
At the same time there aTe necessitous
cases, in which the veterans have nn
pensions. It is. however. for the people
of New Zealand to say whether they
approve of the scheme, and whether
they will give practical aid im carrring
it to & successful issue. T should not
feel justified in seeking assistance from
the Mother Country unless T were as-
pured that the sympathies of the colony
were entirely with the movement. To
effect its succeisful accomplishment 1
should say the best method would be
for either individuals or districts to
subscribe sufficient to endow _ one of
more beds in the memerial home.”

Swnmed up. I gathered that so far
as the Governor is concernmed, the posi-
tion is that he does mot want to force
an institution on an unwilling ecuntr¥.
He himself is, however, fuliy convineed
that such an institution is decirable—
is. indeed. urgently peeded. and cer-
tninly there is o one in the colony whe
knows more, or even half as mwuch,
aboui our veteran soldiers and sailors
than does Lord Ranfurly, For some
weeks past be bas been persamally
compiling & rofl of tleir names for the
whole colony, a work involving a larze
correspondence, and a very eonsideralle
expenditure of time. In the event ol
the suecessful establishment of the pro-
posed, Ifome, such a roll must prove a
very valuable record. In the mean-
time, however, as T have stared, until
the colony signifies fis approval, His

Exselieney does mot ses his war to
seek assivtance in Fngland, further
than the application he has already ad-
drensed to the Boldiers’ amd  Sailors
Help Rociety, -

I think, howerer, 1 may he justified
in saying that be has made our » care
auch as will warmant the granting of
substantial axsistance il the projecy is
taken up with any degree of spirit by
the coloninta themaelves. The kociety
referred to is one that mus eommand
the respecy of the F¥inpire. To give
some idea of its composition T may
mention that the King bimsell js its
patron. and that amongst the other
patrona are H.R.H. the Prince of Wa'es,
Genera)l ILTH. the Duke of Connaught
and Strathearm. K., and Field-Mar-
shal H.RI. the Duke of Cambridge,
K.G. Om the council are H.RH. the
Princeas Cliristian of Schleswig-Holszeln
{as president), H.R.H. Princess Henry
of Rattenburg, and H.R.Y{. the Duchess
of Cohnaught (as vice-presidecis:.

HIGH PRICE OF FOOD.

Omne serious result of the disastroud
drought in Auatralia iz the high sost of
living generally. Egga are 2 per dozen,
and butter 1/3 per 1b, while steak is
10d per ib,, and chops 6d. At the same
time Australian sheep ara =elliny in
London at 3§ 1b, and Lee! $3d to 514
wholesale, while in Meibourne =irloim
is 8d per lb. Ar a recem stock sale
in Melbourne extra prime heavy Lul-
locks ranged from €17 3° w18
Prime crossbred wethers s0ld as kigh a3
21/, One firm s0ld 3000 in the previous
week at £1 per head, and a similar
number 1ast week at the sinme price. A
new feature of last week's eatyle mar-
ket was the appearance of Adslzide
bayers. who purchased for Routh Aus-
tralian conswption. and whe mave the
highest prices far the astoek they
boughr. The present retzil prices for
bzef and mutton are a striking com-
trazt to the rates which ruled a few
vear: ggo. when in the suburban but-
chers’ shopa. where tow cuts were made,
might be seen the legend—*5lb of chops.
steak or sausages for 1.7 Some people
expect bullocks to reach £23 befnre the
winter ¥z over. Thers has alsn hetn an
increase in other articles of food. Flour,
which twelve montha agn was €3 176
to £6 2/8 per ton, i3 now £9 107 ta
"£10 per ton, and the 41b joaf has risen
from 4id to 8d. In May last wheai wss
2/91 to 279, Tt is now 4/3 to 4.4, Po-
tatoes gre also almos: at famine rates.
Tn the wholesale market last year at
this time ther commanded [rom 45/ te
75/ per ton. To-dayx prime samples are
worth £3 per ton, &nd the retail pur-
chaser has to pay at the rate of €V
or more per ton. YVietorian butter is
sold in the Landon market ar abaut
L/ per th, The Victoriun consumer is
now paving 16 ad 178 per Ib for it
Cheese has nlso midvamced, and ezrs, at
2d a piece, must be regarded a5 a lux-
ury.:

With reference to a cable mess-
age from Sydpey that ten
thousand tons of damaged wheat
were available from New Zealand for
starved stock in Australia. and also
a supply of mangelds and turnips,
Nt Ritchie. Secrerary of the Agricul-
tural Department, doubts whether
there is that gnantity available. He
admits that a large quanrity ol
wheat in Central Otago and Canter-
bury was injured by raip, but nat so
much as ten thousand tons. He is
making inguiries regarding the ex-
tent of the supply of root erops for
New Sounth Wales over what is suffi-
cient for New Zealand's own re-
quiremenis. There was a shortage
Jast year. Forty thousand acres less
were dnwn in wheat than in the pre-
vious vear, and about the same in
oats. A large supply of turnips ia
available for New South Wales, Lut
the freight will be too much, and the
supply would deray ub lhe voyage,

———
The “Handy Map's™ a Jolly feilew,

Be it war or be v peacel
And Le's oot the fitst o helluw

That all fighting cught (o cease.
Although his life’'s in danger ever

Against Lid health he subould emsures
To cure all colds is our endeavoaur

Witk the WOUODS GREAT TEPFER-

BIXNT CURE, e

Custand Powder makas & parfect High-Cluss Custard at & minimom
of gost and trouble Ussd by all tha lending D'plondes of ths Sousk
Eansiayton Bohesl of Cookary, Londcn. Invkluable nlso for & waristy
of Bwmeat shed, reclpes for which cssCEPARY SVAFY Packat.
no EQeRi NG RIS T MO TROUBLE Y
STURNNACFERS CAN OFTAIN SUPFLINS PR ALl 8 f3ipmee Traermaiz Hooees
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WORLD-RENCWHED CORSEVS

Huvs bosn swanded
10 GOLD MEDALS
And
DIPLOMES D'HONQURS
And wherover exhibitod have obialned
THE HIGHEST HONOURS.

OOTAINABLE FReM

ALL LEADING DRAPERS
Throughout New Zealand,
IN MANY VARIETIES, SHAPES,
AND BTYLES,
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