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News of the Week.

CABLE ITEMS.

A elerk of the Bank of Frakce em-
berzled £40,000 sterling and abscondel,

Lieut. C. Tapper, of the New Zea-
land forees, s convalescent and has
resumed dury,

Tt is antricipated that The Colonial
Confereore, which the sarious Pre-
miera will attend, wil] last & mopth.

A tund bas been started at Johzu-
neaburg to re-build De Wel's and De
ka Rey's farmhouses.

One out of every slx of the block-
houses erected in connevtion with the
war will be Jeft standing,

AMr John Morley, speaking at Edin-
burgh, strongly ccodemned any attempt
1o form a colonizl zollverein.

Thé Conneil of the Governor-General
of Tmdia has imposed coumtervailing
dutiea on Austrinn and German sugar.

it 15 considered in London that the
new form of tax on gold in the Trans-
vaal favours the miners.

The barbed wire fences that were
maintained between the blockhouses
within the late war area. have been
removed.

The King has notified corporations
that he would prefer contribution to
the hospital fund instead of addres#s-
e3 of congratulation on peace.

Fifty teachers of the national schools
in St. Petersburg have been arrested in
connection with the circulation of revoe-
lutiopary propaganda.

A tormado three miles by two swept
the Lake Park district, Minnesota,
killing ten people, and destroying a
¢bureh and nine farmhouses.

Hirsch Lockerby, who last month shot
and wounded the Govermor of the Rus-
aiap provinece of Virenmao, has been exe-
culed,

Five of the Targest shipbuilding
firms in America have amalgamated
with a ecapital of 25,000,000 dollars.
They will compete for foreign orders.

Mr Seddon, in the course of an
interview at Madeira {on his way
from the Cape to London), said he
wonld have preferred fHrmer peace
ennditions.

Levds and hiz Hollander confrere
Langermans announce that funds are
being ccllezted to reinstate the Ger-
man combatants on their farmse, and
to maintain the Boer propaganda.

The War Office pranis a special
gratuity to troops who hare served
more than eighteen months in Africa
for additional service after the end
of last year.

Mr. John Moriey, speaking at Edin-
burgh, said that unless representa-
tire iostitutions were promptly
granted to the Boers there would be
o repetition of troubies in South’ Af-
Tica.

The dominant note in the conversa-
tion of those who have surrendered
is a eulogy of Pritish firmpess as
shown by the execuuon of the tweo
British officers of the Bush Velds
€arbinesrs—Lieutenants Morant and
Handcock.

Indignation is expressed in Lon-
don (in connection with the recent
fatal fire in 8 five-floored warehouse)
that po fire-escapes above 50t high
exist,

Thiee “Hooligana™ have been ar-
rested and charged with the man-
elaughter of Mr. Bpicer, paper manu-
facturer; who waa killed in ap en-
eoonter with a gang on his way home
after the peace celebrations in Lon-
don.

A mass mesting at Capetown re-
golved to memeoralise Mr. Chamber-
lain to suspend the Constitution. Mr.
Hmart declared that it was impera-
tive, otherwvise the rebels would cap-
ifure the Government.

Lord Sirathcona and the colonial
Agents-Geperal are much dissatisfied
&t not being iovited to fhe thanks-

glring service at £t- Paul's. Ooly Mr
Grainger, the Bouth Aumralian
Agenr-General, was present. Tne Gu-
vernment organa atiribute the omise
slon to inadvertence.

Bignor Prinetei, the Italian Minls-
ter for Foreign Affairs, is enquiring
of the authorities a1 ¥Fretoria as to
the possibility of sending emigrants
to Soyrh Afries,

The proclamation issued at Pre-
toria imposes & tax equal 1o one-
tenth of the value of the goid pro-
duced after deduction of the cost of
production and sums allowed for the
exhaustion of capital.

A conference of magistrates of the
Oraoge River Colony discussed the
question of the sarliest date for the
repatriation of the Boera

The DBerlin newspapers “XNeue
Precse” and “Breuz Zeitung™ urge
that German and Awerica should co-
operate to secure the maintenaace of
the open-door policy in South africa.

Mr Dartea, the Australian Federal
Premier, and Sir John Forrest, Fed-
eral Minister for Defence, sre wisit-
ing Home. The Reman newspapers
cordially welcome them. recalling Mr
Barton's expressed sympathy with
Italians in Australia.

The Canadian Ministers who aré
proceeding to Lohdon are aunthorised
to co~operate substantially with the
Imperial Government in any deeision
favouring & fast (anadian steamship
tine.

The German Kaiser'a receat anil-
Polish epeech led io racial recrimina-
tions in the Lower House of the Austro-
Hungarian Reichsrath, The sitting was

_gbruptly closed.

China has agreed in the treaty now
being negotiated with Great Britain
to provide for the removal within
two years of the barriers which im-
pede traffic and canse silt to acecumu-
late in the Canton River.

8ir Michael Hicks-Beach, the Chan-
celior of the Exchequer, in his revised
estimates puts the expenditure at
£176,000.000, arnd the revenne at
£152,000,000. The defirit will be met
by the consols loan, leaving a surplus
of £6,000,000,

In conmection with the Federal
mifitary retrenchment proposal, it is
nnderstood that a nurmaber of promi-
nent officers will e amongst those
asked o retire.

Sir E, M. Satow, British Minister at
Iekin, has accepted the principle of
a pro rata reduction of all for-
eign  indemnity claims  againat
China arising out of the recent dis-
turbances.

In eonsequence of the revolution
in Venezuela gunboats are bombard-
ing the town of Lagetayra. The Ger-
man warships Gazelle and Palke. on
the West Indian station, are proceed-
ing to the locality.

Mr D. Sheehan, M.P. for Mid-Cork,
has been sentenced to five weeks® im-
prisonment at Thurles on a charge
of iwnciting and intimidation. Ha

refused to give securities for his good

behaviour for a year.

A violent storm burst over Perioa,
Iliinois, causing many fatalities. Thou-
sands of acres of corm weve destroyed.
Havoc was eaused among the shipping.
and great devastation wrought else-
where, Wash-outs have ocenrred on the
Nlinois and lIowa railways, causing loss
of life,

The Pope mecorded an audience to
Mr Barton (Federal Premier) and &ir
John Forrest, He declared he bad
followed with Lkeen interest Ausiralia’s
progress, and was delighted at peace.
He joined heartily in the fesiivities of
the Coropation of Good King Edward.

The Aunckland-built schooper Ad-
vance was wrecked at Botany Heads
this morming. The captain (Ing-
strom) was drowned. The schooner
was leaving Botany Bay in
ballast. Inm o heavy s&ea she
missed stays, and drifted an 1the reef
and sank, while Captain Ingsirom was

betlow recovering his properiy. The
erew of Lhree men scrambled ashore
on the rocks, and were much bruised.

The miners on #trike iv Penpayl-
vania, U.S.A, urge the colliery com-
Panics to raise the prices of coal and
g:l.\' 1heir demands.  The “Times'™
New York correspondent savs it i3 a
question whether the owners or the
ubionlsts coatrol the miney.

A nureber of Ritualists declare that
they are unable to use the service re=
commended for Coronation Day. They
decline 1o announce the King™s oaths
to maintain the Protestant reformed
religion as established by law, on the
ground 1hat the word “Protestant’”
does not oecur in the Prayer Book.

Mr Barton, Premier of the Ans-
tralian Commonwealth, has been
elected an honorary bencher of Gray's
Inm. Fadinburgh University conters the
Doctorship of Laws on the visitlng
eolonjal Premiers.

The House ¢f Hepresentatives pan-
#ed the Anti-Anarchist Bill by 173
vYuien to 33, A motion to omit oue
mection, making the killing of a for-
eign nmbassador punishable by death,
was lost.

Eastern fillea to hand add a few
details to the cabled reporta of the
recent loss, with all hands, of the
British India steamer Camorta in a
eyclone in the Bay of Bengal.
The Camorta had six hundred and
fitty native passengers on board, be-
sides the captain and ¢ight Evropean
oficers and a crew of seventy-nine
natives,

The commiltee on willtary education
has recormmended that promotlon in
future be by selection, Instend of senior-
ity. It is urged that the only chance
of genera] improvement in army e¢duca-
tion is an honest system of promeotion
by mernt,

‘The Norddeatscher Lloyda mnew
steamer, Krouprinz Wilheim (of 14.300
tons and 33,000 horsepower) has per-
formed the passage acrosa the At-
lantic from New York to Plymouth
in 5 days 11 hours 32 minutes, thus
establishing & record.

Signor Prinettl, the Iltallan Minis-
ter for Foreign Affaira, resigned and
fought a duel, wounding a deputy
named Fraachetti, owing to an alter-
cation reepecting the Italian colony
of Eryihrea, in Africa. Tie now re-
sumes cffice, -

Captain MacDonald, Lieutenants
Bialr, Hardham and Wilson, and 51 of
the New Zealand Mounieds, also Captain
Taranaki, Lieutenant TUru and 31
Maoris, of the Coronation Contingent,
are pasacngery by the Kinfauns Castle
Iromy Capetown to England.

Fourteen hundred troops representiny
the army in ¥outh Africa sre aboard
the transport Bavaria, and are expected
to arrive en the 23th, o time to take
part in the Coronation festivitiea if the
steamer makes a fast passapge.

The Federal! House rejected an
item of £360 to pay the expenaes of
the Coronation church service in Mel-
boarne. The feeling is strongly
ngainst subsidising of churches. as
likely ta eause irritation amongst
the religions bodjes.

Lord Kitchener reports that 2300
rifles were surrenderced on  Saturday
snd Sunday, and 490 by the Cape rebels.
The remainder were chiefly e Wet's
followers. A1l cheered the King
heartily.

The State Fremier has cabled to
Lord Miloer on behalf of the people
of Australia asking bkim to welecome
as fellow citizena the brave men re
cently in arms against us, and to ex-
press the conviction that the mem-
bership of the British Empire is ar
everlasting guaraniee of freedom.

Major-Genera] Featherstonhaugh
has sueceeded ldieut.-General Lyttel-
ton in command of the forcea in
Natal. General Lyrttelton bas gone
from Natal as a preliminary to sue-
ceeding Lord Kitchener. .

The Lord Mayor of London presided
at & greai mecting at  the IMansion
House to arrange a Coronation gilt to
the King, who desired {o give it to a
hospital. It was resoived to open a
naticnal fund. Fifty-five thousand was
subseribed 8t the meeting.

The “Daily Telegraph’ says it is
stated on good authorify that ten

thonsand tons of damaged wheat in
New LZealand will be availuble an fvcd
for #anving stuck it the duty is
taken off, and also thet a ennsider
able suppiy of mangnvids, turnips,
hag and chaff it avaiiable from New
Zealand, but not in large quantitie

The police complain that the Jifficud
lien expetienced Ly them in hunting the
Keniff bushrangers are lavgely incress
ed by cettters supplyi the fugitives
with mecersaries and information,

The South Australian Government
i» carrying out retrenchment in the
public service. Eighteen officers have
been retrenched. A Septuagenarian
Bill will be shory introdueced, and
oumbers of others will be retired,

The “Standard's”™ Berlin correspon.
dent sistes that the T-ar informally re-
cognises Bulgarian judependence, the
Buitan of Turkey’s name not being
mentionsd in the toasts during Prince
Ferdinand's vieit to St. Petersburg.

Reuter's Ageney states that Rusgia
early pext year will commence build-
ing a ratlway to the Persian frontier,
the intentlon being to uwlimately con-
tinze the line to Taborle. in North
Perzia.

The Upper Houce of the German Diet
referred to & committee & Bill to pro-
vide twelve million pounda sterling 1o
buy lend in Polish districts, on whiek
1o eeitle German peasantry.

As a sequel to the notoricus Dreyfus
cx=e, the widow of Colnael Henry (who
died mysteriously tn prisom duting the
progress of the triall, has recovered
£330 damages and costs from M. Josephi
Reinach, on the groonds of libelling her
late husband.

The “Times ™ Pekin correspondent
states that in order to meet the Rus-
sian view, China, with Britain's com-
sent, promises that China herselt will
huild any railway between Peldn and
the Great Wull without foreign capital,
and will not mortgage it as security to
any foreign Power,

Lord Salisbury. in congratulaung
the Hartford Militia on their returo
from i1he war, said: “If we are dis-
appointed in regerd to the duratlon
of peace, and in years not distant
there chould be a demand for sction
on the part of English soldiers, I am
afraid T cannit comfort you by ray-
ing that the militia can be apared.”

A Spanish =clentisi pamed Figueras,
Profeasor of Physics at Las Pslmas,
claims to have invented & simple
generator capable of colleeting at-
mospherie electricity and atoring it
for the use of railways and factorien.
He predicts a tremendous economlc
and industrial revomtion. He will
visit Europe with the object of pa-
tenting hia discovery.

The agreement establishing inter-
volenial free trade in British Bouth
Adrica fixes the transit rate of goods
imported inte the Transvaal through
the Cape and Natal porta at 1 inatead
of 3 per cent., and admits Cape and
Natal goods into the Transveal free of
duty.

A vialenmi earthquake, with shocke
eXtending over a fortnight, has been
experienced in Tulcan, Ecuador, an
independent State of South America.

[The western part of Ecuador in-
cludes the great chain of the Andes.
which there sitain thelr higheat eleva-
tion in the summits of Chimboruze,
Cotopaxl, Antisana, snd Cazamba.)

In the Heouse of Commons Mr Brod-
rick stated that a smsll Royal Commis-
sion would be appoinied te moke =
generel inquiry into the conduct of the
war, It wonld be impossible to make
a specinl inquiry with regard 10 army
centracts simultaneously,

‘The promoters of the New Zealand
and South African sieam service have
accured a steamer. They will begin
in a couple of montlrs, co-operating
with the Cold Storage Coipany.
which will establlsh  refrigerating
depnts at Beira, and in Rhodesia aprd
Mashonaland. . . )

Sixty arrests, including a lawyer,
8 doctor and a cheiwist amoug the
Hoilander prisoners oo parcie. have
been made at Pretoria rince the de-
claration of peace, on suspicion of
being concerned in a plot idemtical
with that for which Lieutenant Hans
Cordua was shot Tm August last.
The plotters, it im allegrd, imtemd=d



