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Miniaters' Confrrence would copsider:
bow we could put the enthuaiasm
which had brought the colonlies into
the fiald with us on a permanent
bazis. The war wonld give freedom
to and establih & great empirea n
Bouth Atrica.

A number of Boers assembled in the
maarket square in Prstoris on Satur-
day, expecting a declaration of peace.
TFha “Daily Mail” declares that no-
thing stands in the way of peace, and
that it la expected the Government
will make in the House of Commona
on T ¥ Ao & ent show-
ing that they have satisfactorily and
inflexibly mnlntained the British posi-
tlon. The Vienna newspaper, “Neua
Freie Presse," rejoiciog at the pros-
pecta of peace, admits that the world
must thank England for leading the
woy for three centuries in all great
achievements in politics, economies,
and cuiture. The tone of the German
newspapers ia more triendly generally
towards England,

THE FIGHTING.
Nine thoumand troopa participated
In General Tan Hamilton's drive, from

the Tth to the 1ith instant.
Vanzyl's commands of rebels and
Zarp's commando were practicalty

wiped out.

Lord Lovat’s force surprised Fouche's
laager at Btapleford, kitling and wownd-
ing weveral, and capturing eighty-four
horses and sixty full bandoliers.

The “Times' states that McKinney,
Jack Hindon's subordinate in hia
train-wrecking exploits, has surren-
dered

The fcllowing cablegram has been
received by the Government from
Colonel Davies, who is in command of
the New Zealand Bighth Contingent,
which took part in General Hamil-
ton’d recent successful “drive':

“The following has been receivzd
from General Isne Hamilion: *Result
of recent operations—Killed, 1; priso-
sers, 354; rifles, 262; horses, 326;
tmules, #5; donkeys, 20; waggons, 175;
Capn carta, 61; cattie, 3500; sheep,
1300; ammunition, 83,840; trek oxen,
106" Amongst the prisoners is Jan
Do In Bey, elder brother of the gene-
ral. 8ince telegraphing this to Pre-
toria General Hamilton has reeceived
the tollowing from Lord Kltchener:
* Capital result. Tell troops I highly
aPpreciate their exertions, and con-
sider the result very satisfaoctory.*
We have now, mince Lord Methuen's
capture, talcen B80 of De la Rey's
fource. As there are a considerable
sumber of new troops under his com-
mand, the G.0.C. mgbile columns in
West Transvaal think column com-
manders would do well t0 explain ta
them that the G.0.C.-in-Chief is not
-0 the habit of bhestowing indiscrimi-
nate praise, and that, on the con-
trary, the compliment wiich has besn
paid this force is & very rare  occur-
renca.’ ™

THE PREMIER IN AFRICA.

Mr Beddon received a cordisl recep-
tion at Maritzburg.
. Mr Seddon addressed the Seventh
New Zealand Contingent, mustering
360, at Newcastle, on the eve
of their departure for the colony.
‘Accompanied by Generals Ian Ham-

ilton, Wilson and Baden-Powell, he in- -

spected the Eiphth Contingent at
Elerkadorp. They had just returned
from a successful drive.  Colonel
Davies commands the complete col-
umn.

Mr Seddon received an enthualastio
welcomes at the Johannesbarg Stoek
"Exchangs. In the course of an ad-
dress he maid that New Zealand was
prepared to treble her efforts for the
Empire. He was confident that Im-
perial representation would be grant-
ed when demanded.

8ir J. Ward has received the fol-
lowing cablegram from Mr. Beldon,
daoted Pretorie, Muy 22:—*I have visited
thes hospitals at Johaonesbur -, Potchef-
stroom, and Klerkadorp. The New Zea-
land paticnts are all doing well. I went
Rlong the front for CO miles, and visitad
ths Kighth Contingent, who ara juat in
from Gensral Hamilton’a drive. Genas-
rrls Hamilton, Baden-Powell, Wilson,
and Colonel Thorneyercft accompanied
e, Colonel Davies and the officars and
men are firet-rate, and desire me to con-
voy thelr best wished to Now Zealand,
Ceneral Hamilton mddressed the column,
and praisad highlﬁtha services of the
NMew Zealaaders. He did not want better
men undar him. He elaso praised their

capralty for digging trenches., By theas
warka the New%ru will be known.

I visiled the scens of the railway dis-
sster to the Eighth It is marvellous
w0 faw wers killed.™

The Aoting Premier has recelved a
cable message from Mr Beddon, wha
is at Jubahnesburg, to the effect that
no mors contlngzats will be required
from New Zealand. This is Interpret-
ed to mean that ths termination of
the war iz in sight, Mr Seddon being
privy to what is pesaing behind the
scenes.

Mr Seddan, speaking at & banquet
at Pretoris, expressed the hope that
the blockhousea would scon be turned
into creamerles and butter factorien

Mr. Beddon, cabling te 8ir J. O.
Ward, says: “Passed 8 pleasant
time at Pretoria as the gueat of the
Adminiatrator. Had tea with Lord
Milner, and dinner with Lord Kitchener,
Had & long interview with both yester-
day. Very satisfactory, Right men in
the right place, To-day visited Elands-
fontein Hospital. Forty-nine New Zea-
landera are patients. No serioua eases,
chiefly dysentery, rheumatism, and en-
terte. Lord Kitchener has sent Colonef
Birdwood with us. General Baden-
Powell also accompanies. Feeling for
New Zealand cordial. The Administra-
tor practically admits our lani seitle-
ment conditions are the beat suited for
Bouth Africe. Am now proceeding to
Vereeniging to imspect the Ninth Con-
tingent, Time permitting, I will see
the Boer delegutes. Had &8 most cor-
dial send-off at lretoria apd Jobannes-

burg.

Bir Joseph Ward received the
following cable from Mr Seddon, dated
Orange River, 1.25 p.m., 24th May:—

* “L inspected the Ninth Contingent
at Veernicking yesterday. Officers,
men and horses are all well, The Con-

‘tingent is diseppointed at not yet hav-

ing had a brush with the enemy. 'T'he
officer commanding the eolumn spoke
highly of them. I gave a short address,
and the lateat New Zealand news. All
along the ling I have been well received.
At Bloemfontein an flluminated address
was presented by ths borough, express-
ing great satistaction at New Zealand'a
action in South Africe, and re Imperial
Pederation. I was also entertained by
& largs number of New Zenlanders, who
are doing well. Made a ahort stay mt
De Aar, and was met by the Midland
Rallway Commissicner. Ths Director-
General of Railways accompanied us
right through, Have nothing to learn
on railway questiona. Pesce negotia-
tions astisfactory. My opinion that no
further contingents -would be required
is confirmed.—8eddon” .

RETURN OF THE S8IXTH
CONTINGENT.

On Tuesday of last week the Avck-
land eection of the Bixth Contingent
returned home. At Onehupga the
troopers were welcomed by
Major Reid, - officer commending
the Auckland = district, and left
by the eleven o'clock train for
Auckland, arriving shortly befors
noon. At the railway atation they
were met by His Worship the Mayor
(Mr Alfred Kidd), the town clerk (Mr
H. Wilson), Counciilors, and & large
number of relatives and friends of the
men. The contingent formed up and
procecded to Government Housa
grounds, whers they were welcomed
by His Excellency the Governor, Lord
Ranfurly, Lady Ranfurly, Captain
Boscawen, A D.C.,, Genernl Babington,
Captain Alexander, Major Moore, F.A.,
snd Captain Campbell.

Addressing the returned troopers,
Hia Excellency sald:—Lieut.-Colonel
Banlks, Non-commissioned Officers and
-Men.—It gives me great pleasure to
welcome you back to Auckland, and
congratulate you on a safe return
from South Africa. After inspecting
the men and making = few enquiries
the latter were dizimnissed and joined
their friends.

Mr Bunciman, member for Constan-
tia, has issgued a manifesto oo behalf
of forty-aix colonial Imperial Progres-
wive members. It declarea that the
suspension of the Constitution la im-
perative, and that tbe Dutch them-
selves are anxious for it. 'The colony
#bould have rest for two or three

r3 in order to avoid ths acrimony
incidental to elections. Bir J. G.
Bprigg’s majority of etght implies that
three or four men rule and sare com-
pelled to make compromises with the
consequent weakening of any meas-
ures submitted. The loyalists wera
entitled to demand s redistribution
of seats on & mumsrical basis. Such,

howaver, would mevor pass tha pre-
sent  Purliament. Redistribution
alons woull waintain ths sopremaey
of Bir J, 4, Bprigg. Federation must
begin from within. That, howerer,
would consume yeara sod other salon-
I#» meannwhbile would units to boyeott
ialty snd Hil

|

Y.
‘The “Biandard” statesa Mr. Runei-
man’s &0t ah unportant secesaion, and

- that only two Progresalves now sup-

port Sir J. G. Sprigg.

Mr. Runcimen, addressing  hia
Blmonstown constituenis, said Ave
members of the (overnment majority
were ready to vote to maintain the
Bond, and that the prospect of the
Afrikander party's retura to power
would be an unthinkabls calamity.
The Imperial Goveroment ocught, on
restoration of the constitution, to in-
troduce a more equitabls mystem of
redistripution.

GENERAL NEWS.

At Mangaweka on Saturday a young
man named Bid. Cole was out with
bis Lrother shooling, when he slippe.t
and hia gun went off, blowing ihe
fleshy part of tue calf of one leg com-
pletely away. It 8 feared he will mot
Tecover the use of his leg.

Two men living at Mamiku, near
Rotorua, went Jinto the bush last
week and got lost. They were very
Hghtly clad, and without food A
search party went out next day aad
found them completely exhausted
from cold aud the want of food.

The sliver wedding of Mr and Mra
Wait, of Devonport, was celebrated on
Thursday eveniag last im the Ponsorby
Hail, ebout 50 couplesx being present,
During the evening several presents
were handed to Mr and Mrs Wait, and 5
number of econgratalatory nkpeschea
made, all wishing thet the eouple might
live to sec their golden wedding.

At a restaurant situate mot a hun-
dred miles from Hastings, and which
is extensively patromised by natives
(says a Napler paper), the bill of
Iare on a recent date contained the
item “fried warrior.’ Scme of the
dusky patrons, whether from curi-
osity or & more reminiscent feeling,
ordered the dish, and appeared to ba
not unpleasautly surprised to find
“fried wharehou” (anEsastCoata dleh)
brought in respnmnse to+the order in-
stead of the anticipated left wing of
& Boer commandant.

The worlk of laying the cable that
was recently imported for connect-
ing East Island with the mainland
at the East Cape will bé begun
shortly by the Tutanelkai. The die-
tance between the island and the
main eoast {8 only about 8 mila, bmt

.im order to enabla the cable to rest

on & sandy bottorma and in compara-
tively atill water it bas been found
nepessary to adopt & route five miles
longer, which waa surveyed last year
by Captain Bollans, of the Hinemoa.
The ialand 18 rurrounded with rocks,
and ft is only in the calmest weather
that & landing can be made.

On Sunday, as the ten minutes paat
six boat from Devounport was berth-
Ing at the Devonport Ferry Company's
tes » young lady named Miss Collis
endeavoured to step from the steamer
to the wharf, but had the misfortuns
to miss her footing and fall into the
harbour. She was resctued from her
perilous position by two younpg men
named W. Stack, of Wellington, and
Foster, of Parnell.

The coaches on the country roads
ars now running according to their
winter time-table, which wad com-
menced the beginning of the present
monih, and continues in force unntil
the end of October. There are sev-
eral important alteratlnas from the
ordintry service, and persons who in-
tend travelling in the country to
Kawhia or everland to Wanganui will
gave themselves considerable incon-
venience by making enpqnirg at the
Government Tourist Depariment
ofice in Queen-street.

On Baturday evening last the cycliatd
of the Birkdule district met in the
nchoolroom for the purpose of appoint-
ing a deputation to wait on the Rirken-
bead Horough Council with reference to
s cyels track from Cheisen Hill to the
lower end of Birkdale Road. There wan
& large attendance, and Mr Brooke, the

head teacher of the distriet, presidad,
The matter having been thoroughly ds-
wusard, & deputaiion wes sppointed teo
wait on the Councll, and thoss prosent
subscribed & good round sum o asmiat
in the construction ahould the rrguest
be granted.

The reiallers’ section of the Em-
ployers’ Unlon bas decidad itoc observe
June 3, tha Prince of Wales® Birthday,
ss a holiday in conmeotion with the

robable declaration of peaces In

outh Africa. It was decided to class
immediately on  the day the am-
nonncement of psace ia made, but not

% observe any further additicosl
holiday.
We bave been usked to intmate

that the lecturer ©of inodern lam-
guages at the Avcklsnd University
College in arranging =& course of
special preparatory lectures nt times
suited to teachers and others who are
deairoun of studylng French and Ger-
man. Further particulara may be ob-
iained on mpplication at the College.

At a meeting of the Crown Lands
Bosrd 3nst week the sumimnary of
Iands dispoard of from April 19 to
May B2 showed that 16,763 acrea had
been disposed of between 86 selectora
as follows; Leaaes in  perpetuity,
131,01t acres; occupation with right
of purchase, 4471 acres; cash pur-
chases, 558 neres; miscellaneous
lenses, 1123acrea. For the same period
the sale of kauri tlmber amounted to
1,243,310, which was valued at £726.

The Crown T.ands Board recently
forwarded a communicatlon to the
Hay of Inlands County Council r¢ tha
kauri gum reserves in that diatrict,
and the latter have replisd that there
was practically no portion of the
knur{ gum reserves in the county that
could be called “non-kaurl bearing.”
The Council thought it advisabls for
the Department, whils retaining the
reserves, not to let it Interferes with
mettlament. Thera was no reasow,
they sald, why A restriction should
be placed on the opening up of Innds
for settlement, because lands im
question formed part of w reserve.

The decision of the Federal Sennte
to redace thea duty on butter and
eheese te one preny per 1b will be an
advantage to the dalrying indostry
in this colony. Large guantities of
butter were seat over to Aunmiralin
this season, but probably the bulk of
it did not pay duty, belng iranship-
ped to South Africa. Australia is s
good customer for New Zealand
cheese at all 4essons, but the reduc-
tions in duty s! culd have the effect
of Incraasing the dernand by nllowing
the article to he scld one penny per
Ib chenper in the Commonwealth
Btates. As Western Anstralia retaine
s owa tariff fcr flve years, the re-
duction does noi affect that market,
which takes large guantitica of but-
ter froia this colony.

A very sad shooting fatality ia re-
ported from Paerats, necar Pukekoha,
resulting in the death of Miss Theo
Conne}l, youngesi daughter of Mrs
Connell, » widowed lady living st the
former place. Very few particulars
have aa yet reached town, but it is
gathered that the unfortunate young
lady went ocut on Batiurday for some
purpude, and took witl her A gun for
the purpuse of ahooting rabbita. Om
her not returning that evening a
gearch was mads, and eventually her
body was-found with & gun-shot
wound In the region of the heart. An
inquest wasa held yesierdany. The
greatest  svmpathy  will ba felt
for the family of the deceased young
lady in their aad bereavement, Only
two years ago the elder Ulrother,
Trooper JJ, Connell, was killed in
8South Africa, he being one of the
firat New Zealandera to fall.

The tnblet which §a to be placed inm
the Christchurch Cathedrsl by the
War Fund Committes, in honour of the
Canterbury members of the Rough
Riders who died in South Airies, has
been tecelved from England., It is »
very handsome piece of work. It will
probably ba unveiled ai tha Corona-
tion services. The inscription is =
follows:—"In mewory of the oflicera
and men of toe Canlerbury troopas,
Third New Zealand Rough Riders, who
were killed in msction, or died whilst on
active service, in Bouth Africa, 1000-
1801." After thie come the Dames, am
follows:—Lieuta. H. H, Brudburne, A. L3,
Ross, and F. Ryan; Bergeant F. M,
Russcll; Corporals C. Parkinson, K. R



