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"Yhey killed thirty. befag the major-
ity of the Hoer corumando, and banded
three prisoners aver to the British at
Vryheid, in the south-¢astern Trans-
waal.

l]MHW’ ZEALAXNDERS IN AFRICA.

The Acting-Fremicr I8 advised =i

dollows from South Africa:—
i A L. H. May of Christchurch (Bth
Contipgent), is dangerously ill, hav-
ing been Injured internally at Vaal.
bank on May 2nd by a reugh fall from
his horue.

R. E. Anclow, Welllngton, and Con-
lon, Oamary, both of the 9th Contin-
gent, are Ill, the furmer from dysent.
ery, the latier from rheumatic fever.

There is no change in the condition
©f Lieat. Lasvelles, of Napier,

The present wherealbouts of Bartill,
formerly of the Limington Guides, is
unknown,

John McRay (Rlverton), of Seventh
Contingent; (i. A. Fraser (Welling-
ton), of Sixgh Contingent, are hulh
gopvalescent,

John Ashton {Dunedin), of the
feventh Contingent, haa rocovered
and rejoined his regiment.

Juhn Considine (Auckland), of the
Beventh Contingent, is progressing
favourably, -

Hugh " MeDonald (Fighth Contin-
went) and 8, B, Whtita  (Makuri)
are both with the regiment and well

Newa has reached Mastertou by
g:!vnte Tetter that over 100 mem-

ri of the Seventh Contingent were
left behind at Durban when the trans-
poﬂ Cornwall tool her departure for
New Zealand,

Netwra hns been recelved that Serpt
Aitkenhead, of Oamaru, who had been
two years in Marshall's Horse, was
killed in nction at Sutherland, Cape
Colony, on the 24th Ma-:h,

The Acting-Premier has received a
cnble from Capetown atating that H.
E. Anslow (of Wellington), of the
Ninth Contingent, hus died from dy-
asentery.

Wm. Warner (Welllngton), of ihe
Seventh Contingent, is dangerously
ill with enteric at T'retoria. The cou-
dition of Lieatenant Lascelles (Na-
pler) is shght]y improved. J.D. Bars-
ley (Wanganui) and lee (Welhnwtuh)
are now convalescent.

Revell {Ashburton) and 48 men of
the Sixth and Seventh Contingents
selled v the r.9, Aurania for Austra-
lila en May 4th. The award of a
medal to Lieut, Pieton white corporal
in Loch'a Horse, and prior to his lieo-
tenanay in the Buah Veldt ("arbmeers.
hag been cancelled.

The Governor has racelved the fol-
lowing cablegram from South Africa:

“The Awrania left Capetown on the
4th of May, having on board Lieuten-
ant Christien (Johannesburg Mounted
Rifles), nine men of the South African
irregular forces, and 1 men of the
New Zealand Mounted Infantry, in-
cluding eight invalids for New Zea-
land. The ship calls at Albany for or-
ders.”

The Ccvernor has been advised as -

follows from South Africa: “Dan-
gerouely ill, May 4, at Potchefstroom,
Patrick Lee and William Granit, New
Zealand Mounted Iafantry, both from
iojuri-s."

In reply to inquiries Major Filcher,
Capetown, cables: . "Corporal Urwin,
Wellingtcn, Bixth . Contingent, now
ednvalezcent. Condition of Sergeant
Walter Miller, Wellington, unchanged.
Tdeutenant Lascelles, Napier, slightly
mgruved. Lieutenant Colledge's con-

tion i proving., Harvey discharged
from hespital, well. Whittle, Ma-
kuri, convateacent.” , ) o

The s5.8. Cornwall, with 308 returned
froops of the New - Zealund Bixth
Contingent, arrived last night, and
the men iere transhipped to the
Monowai, which sailed for Wellington
ghis marning. - The troops are all
mvell. - They are in charge of Colopel
Banks. SFome of the BSixth Contin-

« Bent, who were to come on with the

Eornwnl]. elected to jolun the Ninth

ontingent when they reached Dure
ban and reterued to ithe front.

T0 CURE A COLD IN ONE DAY.

Take Laxative Broms Guinina
‘Tableta. All Drugglats refund the
moaey if it fails to cure, 13 8d. The
) genuine is stamped.
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Agente BIHARLAND & €0, Ltd.
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The Terrible Catastrophe in the West
. Indies.
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A (iy Overwhelmed.

feietemceininin:n:atn;s:

Terrible news ia to hand from the
West ludies eoncerning the yoleanie
eruption on the French jaland of
Maurtinique, in the Lesser Antilles.

Mount Pelee, the voleano 4479 feet
high, in the Island. which broka out
inte active eruption several dayd
ago, continuer to belch out flames,
smoke and ashex.

The eruption has totally destroyed
tha city of Ht. DI'lerre, the commer-
cial eapital of the island, and iis
inhabitants and shipping.

Advices two days ago stated that
up to then 150 peopte had lost their

lives throngh the eruption. A pre-
wigus ~ message stated that the
streets of Ht. Pierre were covered

with ashes, and that great conster-
nation prevailed amongst the inhabi-
tants.

A vwoleanic digturbance has also
been experienced in the Leeward and
Windward [slands {West Indies).

The cahles zsouth of Sanfa Lucis
(one of the Windward Islands) ave
interrupted.

Further newn received from the
gcene of the terrible voleanic disturb-
ances Indicates s general revival of
voleanic activity throvghout the Les-

. ser Antilles, in the West Indies, and

confirms the news of the great loss
of life on the island of Martinique,

A cablegram from 8St. Thomas
states that thousands of people in
Martinigue huve been killed.

After smoke and ashes were ejected
from the crater of Mount Pelee the
voleano increased its nctivity, and a
stream of boiling mud flowed down
the mountain side from the crater.

This river of mued, which began to
flow on the 5th inst.,, overwhelmed
the chief factovies st St. IMlerre and
caused enormous destruction of pro-
perty.

The stream of inud is stiil flowing,
but is decreasing in volume.

Great alarm exists in several other
istands of the Lesaer Antilles owing
to venewed voleamic netivity.

The volcano of Souffrire {3000 feet -

bigh), in the British island Bt. Vin-
cent, iy smoking ominousty.

The active craters on the island
of Dominiea (British), immmediately
north of Martinique, are in a statl.. of
eruption.

(iresat consternation has been caus-

ed in Guadeloupe (French island,
north of Dominlea) owing to loud
noises and frequent earthquake
shoelcs.

Further detsils fully bear out the
worst, fears that were entertnined,
and show that the entire city of 8t.
Plerre was destroyed by a most fear-
tul castastrophe, involving the Joss
of beilween- 38,000 and 40,000 lives.

In addition to the hot ashes, rocks,.

and bolling- mud ejected in immense
quantities, the voleano - of : Mount
Felee,  which overlooks 5t. Pievre,
threw out molten lava.

Aa the New York cable was inter-
rupted by the eruption two_argamera
carrying messages were despatrhed
to :the islund, but were lnst.,"and a
third wos unable to land.

The British steamer 0(‘(‘8.!’1 Travels

ler, which has arrived’ lﬂ'. Dominfean,
- reports that she Feft the u,lu.nd of

8t. Viscent during a heavy’ fall of
sand from Souffricre ~ vélcano {on
thet {sland), but was unable to reach

. 8t. Lucia ohmg to currenia, and are

rived opposite St -‘Pierre on Thurs-
day wmorning. .. o .. . - .. - .
Thosa on board saw the vnlcnnu of
Mount Pelee explode, -a rnin. of fire
sweeping down and destroying the

fown environs and shipping, includ-

ing the cable-repairing  steamer
Grappler, Ré8 tona, belonging to the

West India and TPoankma Telegraph

Company.
The eruizer Suchet went round to
8t. Plerre on Thursday afterncon,

and found the plauce in flames.

Thirty persons were rescued be-
longing 1o the shipplng. but the
Suchet's men were unable to pene-
trate the town.

Heaps of bodies were meem on the
wharven, and it is feared ihat in ad-
dition to the Governor {M. Moutlet}
and his staff, Colunel Wire, the Ame-
rican Consul, aod his wife harve fallen
victims. : :

The steamer Esk was covered with
ashes while passing Bt. Pierre, five
miles oft on Thursidny night, every-
thing ashore being aflame,

The Dritish steamer Roraima, 1784

tons, during the morning exploded,
the Suchet saving eight of her pas-
senpEers. .

Another s¢sieamer, the Reddam,
1506 tons, was partly burnt. She
slipped her pnchor, but 17, ineluding
her officers, died from their injuries,
The capiain was taken to the hoapi-
tel at St. Fhomas'.

Out of the Roddam’s crew of 23 all
were killed or injured except fivn,
who declare the disaster was like “a
glimpse of hell,” beggaring descrip:
tion. .

Five miles from the land the coast
ia enveloped in impenetrable dark-
ness, and the atmosphere is satura-
ted with cinders and snlphur,

M. Laparent, the president ol the
French Geological Socicty, states
that the chimney of Mount Peiec ex-
ploded, projecting showera of incan-
descent [nva, snbmerging everyihing,
with a flow of lava follewing.

The populatlon of 5t, FPierre was
estimated mt, 36,000, and the Iatest
estimates of the dead in Martinigue
are betsween that mumber and 40,000,

The number of whites living in 5t
Pierre was estimated at 1000, includ-
ing probably a dozen English.

LEightecn vcssels were destroyed,
including four Afnerican.

News from the British island of
5t. Vincent, via Point a Piire, staies
that a storm of thunder mnd light-
ning broke on Thursday morning,
becoming tremendous, with a con-
tinuous rear. .

Pitchy darkness followed.

The woleano of Soufiriere (3000 {t.
high) was enveloped in columns of
smoke, and threw out gtones and
scerinceous hail, i

Thirty personsy
have been killed.

On Friday the ghocks were inter-
mittent and fainter.

A vast amount of property was
destroyed.

The ashes lie two fect deep in the
rillage of Chatenn Eclair.

Volcanie dust is falling at Barba-
doea (east of St. Vincent), where it
lies an inch thick.

The British cruiser Indefatigable,
attached to the West Indian station,
has Dbeen despatched to St Vineent
to render assistance.

Three hundred inhablitants living
in the rvicinity of Souffriere took re-
fuge at Chateau Eclair.

Survivors from the destroyed Brit-
ish steamer Roralma, who have arriv-
ed at Dominica, séate that the erup-
tion, which destroyed St. Pierre,
mesmed to come from a new crater on
Mt. Pelee (which is 4420 feet high).

Accompanying ihes eruption was m
destructive ocean wave, believed to
have been caused by saubmarine vol-
canic agency in the neighbourhood
of Martinique, R

The great wave roshed into the
harbour at 8t. Pierrs and over-
whelmed the shipping.

The commander of thé French war-
ship Buochet reports that the great
explosion which destroyed St. Pierre
was preceded by a violent whirlwind.

On nrrival at St. Merre at two
o'clock on Thursday afternoon the
Buochet’s captain tried ta penetrate

are known 10

the town, which presented a fearful
spectacle,

He saw no livlng creature, but there
wWere pumerons ¢orpses oo the quays.

The eable-steamer Puyer Quertier
has brought 430 refugees irom 8t.
Pierre to Fort De France, the capltal
of Martinique.

Other ateamers are searching for
survivors.

Later news from 8t. Vincent eon
firma the worst fears ol the disaster
in that island.

Two cratera of the Bouffriere vol-
eano are in violent activity, covering
the norihern districts of the island
with lava and ashes.

It ia impossible to approach ths
northern shore, owing to the jntense
bteut and the nmount of steam.

Two hindred persons are known
to have been killed on the island.

Heary mshea fell on & Blenmer 2.:-0
miles from the lond.

Forked lightniog is incessant over
the disturbed area. /

Great sireams of lava from Soul-
friere separate the narthern and
southern parts of St. Vincent, and
the bays have been converted into
steaming pita,

A buge hill has rep]aced a. valley
near the volcano.

Sixty people were killed by ligﬁt-
ning.

‘Many refugees who were escnpmg
nlong the coast in boats died of
thirat.

The TRritish cruiser Pallaa. from
Jamaica, has been sent to 8t. Vin-
eent to render assistance,

Clouds of sshes obscure the sky
for 150 miles round Snuﬂrmre and
Mount Pelee.

Later news from Mnrtinlq\le astates
that & sudden fiery flash caused an
immense rent in the western side of
Mount Pelee, forming a new crater.

A mazi=trom of red-hot mud, travels
ling like gpiral wreaths of ¥yapour
with inecredible velocity, devastated
everything in ita path for 8 distance
of five miles between the voleano and
5t. Plerre.

Carrying aslong trees, rocks and
tons of carth the maelstrom instan-
taneousiy obliterated the whole of
the sireets, engulfing the town, and
creutin,y a tidal wave, which destroy-
ed eighteen vessels, whose crews
were paralysed.

Many Lodies were mutilated beyond
recognition, and 3000 charred corpses,
many of them noked, were found on

the wite of the cathedral. All had
been asphyxiated,
8ome perished while performing

their daily avocations.

The wholesale cremation of. the
bodies will be imperative to prevent
pestilence.

Many of the survivors weré dlscnv—
ered in the hills, and 450 were Fescued,

The captain of the Roddam states
ihat he kad just anchored in the Bay
of 8t. Pierre, nfter a terrific thun-
derstorm at night, when Le saw a tre-
mendous cloud of smoke blowing live
cinders rush over the town and har-
bour of St. Pierra, enveloping them in
a sheet of flame, and seorching ten of
the crew of the steamer o death, and
covering the deck six inches deep
with hot ashes. He slipped the an-
c¢hor himeself and Bteered cut to sea,
though badly burnt.

Five thousand people took refuge
in the hills around Lebarbet and Le-
prechour. They have pravisions, and
are being gradually removed to places
of safety.

The Erench Government, the Brit-
ish authorities, and the residents of
the West Indies and the Clt_y of MNew
Orleana bave sent prnnsmns and
foney rclief. v

No bu.ddinge have been left atand-
ing alon:r the coast l‘rom Lebarbet ta
Lq:r:cheur.

The roads are nnpaasable, being
blocked with mounds of debris and

. heaps of dead.

The Govermor at Martinique, the
British Consul (Mr. James Japp). and
the American Consul (Colonel Wire)
weére amueng those who perished.

Stones of the slze of walnute and
het mud fell »t Fort de France, the
capital of Martinique,

DeSpits the engulfing of the Guerin
factory the Governor of Martinique,
it is said, issued a report before the
final dlquater reagsuring the residents
of St. Pierrs, who wera overwhelmed
next day.

Twelve of the English mboard the
steamar Roralma were rescued,



