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THE EMIPFING COMBIKE

The Navigation Gyndiesta ls com
sidering the erection of quays and
warehouses st Holyhead in arder t0
aveid light chargea, pilotage and
lighter dues at Liverpsol. The Brit-

Government ia seriously econsider-
ing’ tha wecemiity of granting sub-
widies. The *Standard” wstates the
colonien would heartily support any
welldevised scheme to prevent the
losa of maritime supremsacy.

A British syndicate 1s being formed
io ec-operate with the companiea out-
side the Navigation Trust, or build
steamera to replace thege dold,

It is reported that the Trust will
enter into competition with the pre-
semt lines trading n the Pacifie
Ocean, but the “Btandard's” New
York correspondent denies that Mr
Morgan has purchased the White
Sitar Line’s Australinn steamers.

it is reported that Mr. Pierpont

organ is offering an additional four
millions for more frst-class Liver-
Ppool ateamers.

Mr. Heazley, cheirman of the Liver-
pool Bteamship Association, etates
that since 1890 foreigners nave pur-
chased 2,096 Hritish steamers, of &
tonnage apgregating 1,A36,509.
He considera it imperative thai the
Government shonld  increase the
steamship subridies, and remove &
masz of regulation” which are barars-
ing British shipping, and recognise
the fact that the mercantile marine I8
a cheap training schogl for the navy.

The New York “Post” asserts that
the American railroad companies
hope, az a result of the formatiom of
the Navigation Syndicate, to control
the rates from the principal points in
the imterior to the leading European
centres.

The provisional agreements of the
Navigation Syndicate have beea pub-
lished. They organise the eorpora-
tivn upder the American laws with
s capital’ of 60,000,000 dollara ordi-
nary ehares; 60 milllons preferred
shares at 8 per cent., and 30 milliona
at 54 per erent. The trust debentures
are paynble in twenty years, but are
redeemable by the myndicate after
fivg yeara at 165. Dividends on ordi-
nary shares are limited to 10 per cent.
while debentures are outstanding.

" The following properties have been

acquired: The White Star, its capi-
tal, and the businees of Ismay =and
Imrie, execept their interest in the
Asiatic Steam Company; the Domin-
ion. Einé, the American Atlantic
Transport Company; and a portion of
the Leyland Line. The tranafer of
the White Star and Pominion Lines
must be sanctioned by representa-
tives of 75 per eent. of the capital.
The valuation of both linea and Is-
may's business, made by Mr. Hichard
Mills, is testified to as based on the
net profits of the year 1900 with addi-
tional cash for expenditure on ship
consiructing at the end of that year.
A quarter of the valuation will be
pald in cash, and three-quarters in
preferred shares, with the additiom
of 374 per cent. in ordinary sharea.
The American and Atlantic lines to-
gether teceive 18,314,000 dollars in
preferred shares, 9,157,000 dollars In
ordinary shares, and 151 per ceant.
cash, paying for new tonnage as re-
quired, The Leylande Line recelves
11,735,000 dollars in cash.

fsmay and Imrie are pledged to
Mr Morgan not to engage in the
shipping business between the sea
bounds of America, Canada, the West
Indies, Mexico, the United Kingdem
and Europe for fourteen years,

The synidicate's agreement for a
dvcade gives the firm of Harland and
Wolff all the building and repairing
to the fullest capacity of the Belfast
yards, provided they do not baild
for competitors apart trom thé Ham-
burg-American line, bat the Ameri-
can ship-yards are not debarred.

Separate agreements exist between
the syndicate and ithe Hamburg-
American and North German Lioyds,
which are mot pablished.

The White Star East Apiatic flast
has been sold optright.

The employees are pguaranteed
that they will not be disturbed 4n
their positions for a year.

Mr Morgam proposes to- form a
eyndicate to re-purchase from the
vendors debenturss and fifty million
dollars’ worth of shares.

Alk the shipa that sall under the
British golours will have their names

atfll registered in the British regis-
ter, but the mnjority of the proprie-
tors will be Americans

The “Biandard™ states that a ques-
tion of technleal validity will srise.

The “St. James' Gazette™ states
that the natlon regards the evolutlon
of the syndicate with resentment and
distrust. Four of the finest lines of
British steamers have passed to Ame-
rican contral, The Qovernment ought
to rectify the greatest blow ever in-
flicted on the Britlsh mercantile su-
premacy.

THE PHILLIPINES.
THE ALLEGED ATROCITIES.

A Reuter message from Manila says
that Colonel Woodruff presented w
remarkable defence mn justification
of the elleged barbarous treatment
wof the Fllipino natives, and complain-
ed of factious hysteria on the part
of the American publie, The “Times™
estates that Senator Lodge In sub-
mitting 1o the American Senate
nomerous cases of Filipinos slowly

torturing American soldiers to death,’

A Reuter message ntates that the
Hon. E. Root, the American Secre-
tary of War, conziders General
Sraiths methods in Samar Island and
&t Batangas were most humane and
etfective,

It is explained that Mr. Root,
American Secretary for Wsar, in say-
ing that General Smith’'s methods in
Samar and Bartargas, Philippine Is-
Iands, were huinane and effective, did
not reter to General Smith's admis-
sions, Lut to the measures of retalia-
tion for acta of treachery. He de-~
clares tlere is no record of the or-
ders alleged by Major Waller. Gene-
ral Bmith's official orders were based
on the general army order.

. CONTINUED FIGHTING.

The Americaus, with four guns and
470 rifles, assaulted the principal
fort of the piratical Moros, or Ma-
hommedan Malays, on the west side
of Mindanao ls!and, the southern-
most of the Philippines,

A pgharp hsand-to-hand struggle
took place in the high grass.

There were found vo be four lines
of ditehes under the fortress walls.
These were earried by the American
treops, - b

The Sultans of Vaijan and Pando-
pataw, with a hundred followers,
were killed, and 84 survivors aurrend-
ered.

The Americans sustatned fiftv-ane
casnalties.

CHINA AFFAIRS

The foreign Ministers in Pekin ln-
sist upon China ipstantly suppressing
the Chingtingfu rebellion, cavering
a radius of 50 miles,

The rebellion la attributed to the
heavy inderanities demanded for the
massacres of Cathalic missionaries.

A French priest has been mardered
and his head carried on a pole. An-
other is migsing.

Japan is pressing for compensation
for the deaths of Japanese killed in
Korea during recent vears.

The “Standard’s” Tientsin corres-
pondent statea that 40,000 well-armed
insurgents are renewing their attacks
on churches and missionaries in the
Criti Province. The troops have
failed to suppress the rising. The
officials seek to pacify the reheis by
gifts of money.

The Chinese rebels, with meodern
field guns, bombarded the town of
Nanning Fu, killing 350 of the inbunbit-

ants.

THE CRIB1Y IN RUSSIA.

Revolutionary demonstrations oec-
curred at Ekaterinoff. The Cossacks
killed 20 of the rioters and wounded
40. Ome hundred and fifty were ar-
reated.

The peasants raided the Sfale gran-

ary at Turkalinsk, near Tomsk, dis- "’

persing and kllling many of the po-
Lice.

A hundred peasants had died of
famine before the peopls rose In re-
volt. Martial law has been proclaim-
ed in five districts in Poltava.

The “Morning Leader™ states that
500 infaniry at Poltava declined to
fire on & orowd, including women and
girls, who were ermed with reaping
hooks xnd hay forke. The troops
declared they would not shoot wo-

men. Al were court- martisllted
Every tenth mas was shod and the

remainder degraded and seateneed 1o

penal servitude. An mrmy order de-

ciared that the troops should be sold-

jare Bxst and citlzeny afeerwards, and

that they must shoot straight as if

they were on the Lattlefield.

The “Btandard’s™ Odessa correspon-
dent sayw that M. Plehve, the new
Russian Minister of the Interior, hag
been inveated with larger powera than
those held by M. Sipisguine, hia
predecessor, who was recently sasas-
sinated. M. Plehve favour liberal
roeasures of internal reform.

Twelve thousand I'olea demonstrat-
rd at Warsaw. The eavalry and police
charged them, killing seversl and
wounding & hundred.

Signs of grave diseontent continua
throughoyt the ecuniry, but the Gor-
ernment, with the aid of the military,
are mercilessly putting down all de-
monstrations on the part of the peo-
ple. Another demonutration on thg
part of the peasaniry has eccurred
in the Poliava district, in South Rus-
sia, but the officials and troops most
savazely suppressed it. Artillery was
brought into use, and the gathering
wpa fired on with terrible effect.
Seventy-six peasants were killed and
two huondred wounded. 'The police
and Cossacks bmtally kneuted thres
hundred people. Thirty-Bve peasauts
were whipped 1o ddeath.

THE BOER WAR

——

THE PROSPECT OF PREACE.

To-morrow is the date fur the great
megting of the Boer deiegates to de-
vide whether they wilt purrender or
continue the war.

The “Daily Telegraph” reports thas
an emissary trom Steyn and Botha
has brought despatches to Utrecht
connected with the pesce negotia-
tions,

The “Daily Express" states that
Tord Wolseley has returned from
South Atrica with pessimisiie deas
s to peace, ewing to the cbalinacy
amd ignuvrance of the Boers oa the
veldt,

Mr Bennett Burleigh, the war eor-
respondent, states in @ cablegram
that burghers In the refupee enmps
regard peace ag eerigin, but that the
military authorities are pessimistie,
and are preparing for an increasing-
1y vigoTous capmpaighn.

Information bhus been received in
Tretoria that the delegates have heen
successful in securing the consent of
the commandes in favour of surren-
der now that the oppertunity is fa-
vaurable.

{ne commando hns elected Com-
mandant Fiet Uys and Ficld-Cornet
Dangers to procoed to the vonference
al Vereeniging,

Commandant Beyers is expreted to
represent the Northern Transvaal
burghers, and abides by the decision
of his Government.

The chief opposition emanates from
certain of Ds la Rey’s irreconcilables.

Tt is believed that Botha's men will
follow their leader,

The . Inarger commnandos from the
old Orange Free State, especially
that vnder De In Rey, are stated to
be the most irreconcilable ot the
forces in the fieid.

XLord Salisbury, addressing a meet-
ing of the Irimrose League, Baid in
regard to the peace negotiations in
South Africn that the Government
had not receded from its former posi-
tion. It would not allow any position
to arise whereby the Boers could re-
new the issue, -

The manper in which the colonies
had warmed in their devotion to the
Motherland was, he said, & phenome-
non. The feeling came in so vast &
volyme that it added enormously to
the Empire™s strength and influonee.

At the first conference between
T.ord Kitchener and the Boer dele-
gates the latter demended the inde-
pendencea of the Republice, premining
to raze the forts and concede a liberalk
franchirs to Outlanders.

The British Government refured thia
and saleo a requert for the retention
0f armme, hut offered gemerours assisnt=
ance to build end restock the farms
and roised mo difficolty Iin reference
to pardoning the banished leaders.

The delegates pleaded for leniency

for the rebeln, recogunising the 1
of disfranchising them. s

It j= believed they were semred
thad this diMeulry h »ul I.n-up!r
able.

The Government declined o ix n
dete for the granting respeonsible gom
vernment, but promised that it would
be granted at the earilest pouibl.
date.

Steyu's attitude was as fanatlcal l‘
ever. He persuasded the Trwpavauiers
to maoke a troculent demand for inde-
pendence,

De Wet ot firat was sullenly ob-
structive, but afierwards more eol-
cilintory.

De la Rey and Bctha
willingness o obey the
Government. '

Steyn and Schalk Burger ipalsted
on consnlting the burghers.

The *“Times” msaya that when thd
Toer delegates merely offered to con-
cede aill the frunchise demands made
on behalf of the Outlanderenbefore the
war the British Govermizent intimat-
ed that the Middleburg Conference
represented the maximym of conces
riung, and refused to permit cunsult-
ation with European delegntes, warn-
ing the declegates conferring

prrelleﬂ
Transvaal

then
that they hod better drop the negotia-

tions unless they submitted serioue

proposals.

The delegates stated that they must
consult the burghers before negotint.
ing for the surrender of independ-
ence.

Lord Titchener warned them that
they must return with full powers, -
Mr Sehalk Burger agreed to this pro-
posail unreservedly, and Steyn less un=
reservedly.

Renter's  Pretorin correspnm]enﬁ,
writing on April 19, states that Steynm
was in a serious condition, sufferfo
from creeping paralysis and a malady
of the eyes.

-

THE FIGHTING.

Naral reinforeements have bean
landed #t Port Nolloth, on the Cape
Colony coast, in Little Namagqualand,
and have burried inland towords
Ookiep (which is about 60 miles die-
isnt} to meet Smut's Transvaclers.

General Bruce Hamilton's drive in
the South Heidelberg and Standerten
districts resulted in the capture of B2
Boers.

Prinslas, Governor of Bloemion-
tein, who surrendered enrly in the
war, and remained on hia farm on
parole, wal recently captiured by tha
Roers. He escaped and gained tht
British lines.

Colonel Cooper has expelled tha
Boer: from Bteinkop, the only streng-
hold leading to OQokiep.

Genearal Rochefort has dispersed
Commmandant Hoopsiad's force o
Bloemhaof,

Coulonel Colenbrander bas resumed
nperations agaibst Beyers' force in
the Northern Transvapal, whose num-
bers have been considerahly reduced,

General Ian Hamilton has cleared
the area weat ot Klerksdorp, facill-
tating future operations.

Lord Kitchener's weekly report is
as follows:—

Killed ...cvivavevarninass 10
Prisoners ..... 122 !
Surrendered ............ 14

Thirteen additional prisoners have
been raptured in the sweep in tha
Orange Colony. Amongst the prison-
ers token were 3¢ of Beyers' com-
mahde. .

Lord Xitchener reports that Gene~
ral Elliott on Tuesduy beid the coun-
try from Lindiey to Liebenbergvled,
Orange River Colony, and General
Barker held the drifts from Lieben-

. bergrlel to Frankfort in A centinuous

line. Columng left Frankfort fer the
Heilbron-Yredefort road line at dawn
without vehicles, rapidly reaching
General Flliott’s line in the attex
neen. Ten Boera were kilied and 208
captured, constituting o portion of
the most irreconcilable Frea Staters,
Many horses and catitle were alee
captured. The British ma\mmes
were nil.

Colonel Cooper bas relieved ihe Oo-
)uep garrison, in 1the Western Cape
Colony, the enemy retiring mouths
The minera at Concordia surrendered
provided the mines were not damaged,
but the enemy had gone ‘when the
relief party rached the town,

A number of natives, whoas kraald
the Boers had bumed, discovered and
attacked a Boer la.l.ger at Scheepar’s
Nek.



