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s CHILDREN'S

Cousins’ Badges.

Cousins  requiring bhadges are re-
fquested to send an addressed enve-
lope, when the badge will be forward-
el by return mail

+ + +
COTTSING CORRESPONDENCE.

Bear Consin Kate-- 1 haven’ read
any of the honks yon mentioned in

vour Tt answer, hut T have want-
¢id to read “In the Golden Days™
and * RNomola ™ for some time. Per-

Liaps 1 will. although I have waited
for a leng time. T have jnst finish-
vl **1n the TLion’s Mouth,” by E.
Urice; it = a pretty wtory. chicfly
alinu{ the ¥French Revolution, and an
¥nglish boy nnd pirl’s adventures in
in. 1 am reading now * The Pioneer
Roy, and How He Became President';
it ix the Jife of Tdnecaln. and as far
['vee got it seems to bhe interest-
#.  Now we are all back at school
T ran’t think of anything to say, as
don't @o anywhere very often, Sat-
uriluy being the only day to go. Al
the other cousins seem {0 have plenty
of news, and are always going or
hnve heen somewhers, so ihat they
nn tell you. Cousin Larna writes
ieh an interesting letter, she has
rlenty to say. :

There is a prize of 15/ to bhe given
for w romposition written on “Girl

Lif¢ in New Zcaland.” I think it
woulil be mice to try it. It .is ar-
vertised jn the * Atom.” Tt is not

n very good subject, as  there is
plenty to say and only 34 pages of
foolscap allowed. T must stop now,
with love, from Cousin Alison.

|NMear Cousin Alison, —T was  very
much interested to hear of your com-
pusitinn competition. Tio you know,
1 welieve you eould say quite a lot
about girls’ life in New Zialand even
in 3% pages of foolseap. Let me give
von o little advice,  First write out
Veowr rolgh eapy of what you wish to
v, CFhen see by how nuch that ex-
el the 33 sheets al your disposal.
Iaving done this, begin ta score nut
whit Seems ihe least interesting of
your remarks. Then see that you
Lave not repeated yourself at ull.
Kinally, try nnd sce if it any of your
wonlences you eonld not eanvey your
e g in, sny. bhall the number of
words, *What & lot of {rouble,” you
will say, hut if yau are fond of com-

position yan wiil fidd el ]'llP_PHlll'l‘
in ruing it. It i quite exeiting.
Tey antl see. Cousin Kate.]

L + L d

Knte, Tt is = mwost
fovely duy te-doy, and as 1 will be
polng to ehurch  this afternoon, 1
theught T would take the opportunity
of writing to you ihis morning.

Dear Cousin

Aboui a fortnight ago there was an
exceptionally biy flood io the valley,
causcd by the very heavy rain. On
the Monday it was very showery, but
nn thet evening it started to rain
very hard, and continued to rain hea-
vily and stendily all that night. On
getting up and going out on Tuesday
marning, almost the ficat thing thar
was noticed was that Lae rtiver had
risen so high that it was flowing over
its banks. It still continued to rain
on, and of course the river was ris-
ing higher and bigher. At about 11
o'elack it began lightning and
thundering, and then the rain be-
gan to cease a little. By this time
the water was flowing all over owur
peddocks, as well as over the other
farmers’ paddocka. You can imag-
ine the height of it, when I say thut
the five of our cows that were put
on the flat had to swim from one pad-
flock to another, over ditches and fen-
ves, and on the other days they are
ferding on those same paddocks. The
farmers were unzble to go to the

creamery oh that morniug, on ac-

count of the water flowing all around
as well as in it. ‘The school could
rot he held, as none of the schnal
children eould cross the river. Thers
wnas a great deal of damage done. as
the water finoded and washed hales
in the road, one being eight feet deep.
At night a light was pit up. to warn
the peopls of the dangerous state of
the road. Muany farmers even had
soma of their apples washed out of
their crehards, and others had their
young grass and potatoes spoilt. T

nmst now  eonclude~ From  Cousin
Tiertha.
J1ear  Consin . Bertha,—What a

dreadful flood that was.  Your de-
seription of it is most realistie, and
will, I am sure, interest all the cou-
sins, HWow sorry T am for all those
wha have suffered sad losses, hut |
am glad no lives were lost at any
rate. A furmer's life seems full of
disnppointments and trials, deoes it
not?. Cousin Kate.]

* + +

Denr Cansin Kate—-Thank you very
murh for the badge, T think it is
very pretty. My brotker has gone
wp te Anckland. Dur examination
is on April 32,  Hawve you ever heen
down to Opunake? T suppose yon
bhaven'¥, because it is such a smnall
fown. Have vou ever read * East
Lynne ™ and © Verner’s Pride” by
Mrs Henry Wond? I think they are
the hest hooks T ever read excep!
Tistory books. 1 think T will try for
the enmpetition. My nume is Emily.
and T am 12 years and 7 months ald.
-1 remnin, your affectionate cousin.
Tamily.

[Bear Cousin Emily, —“Eaxt Lynne”
i- vertainly a very fine book. but very
sl tin not yon think? 1 have often
seen it as a play at the theatre, antd
the preople ery Hill their moses are
Guite v, They seem to like to do
«n, but [ alwnys think there are en-
ough real sorrews in life  withou!
weeping over imaginary ones. I am
ehul you lked the badge. -Cousin
Kate.}

+ * +

Iwar Cousin Knte—I seem to have
<ieh a lot of news to tell you, bur
| em'{ know hew to begin. I think
| xhall first tell you about the salma-
cundi; it was Aauch fun,  When we
got Lo school we were not able to
ge into the room until it  struck
seven. But before going into the
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room we all had to take a card from
& basket, and these all had numbers
on. Instead of a tady and gentleman
going round the room together, it
was two gentlemwn together, and
two ladies. On some of the tables
were potatues, which you had tu
put in a pbowl with & little salt spoon,
and to use your left hand. On ano-
ther you had to make a house of
cards, ete. It was Invely fun, and
we all enjoyed it very much, I won-
der if you get the “Strand,” hecanse
in it is a lovely story, called “The
Hlound of the Baskervilles.” Oh, it
is sp exciting! I have been reading
a lovely book. called “The First Vie-
lin.” It is so interesting, but it had
a Iot of German words that I could
not understand. I was very interest-
ed in that story which was going
through the “Graphie,” called the
“Childerbridge Mystery.” I am
sorry now that it is finished, My
music teacher had a concert yester-
day, and all her pupils were asked to
play. We were all very nervous, but
we pot through somehow. There
were two little boys that played a
fluet, and they were only about six
or seven. When they came out
they were fighting, becanse one sald
the nther made the most mistakes.
The ather said it was not true, ana
that he was omly waiting for him,
hecause he wonld get behind. 1 will
tell Cousin Ajleen. Most likely T will
wee her this afternoon. Wasn't it on-
kind of the teachers they did not
give us a holiday to wee the Contin-
gent go. I suppose they think that
the going away of Contingents 1= too
common.  School is as nice as usual,
and we are going to break up in two
weeks, so we will soon have our hali-
days. T went to see a kinematograph
a little while ago, Tt was so nice.
It. showed the Prince and Princess
of Wales going through New Zea-

Lund. The weather is nearly as cold
as winfer, 50 we cannot go to the
Baths, but gymnasties have Dbegun

instead, and I like that much better.
1 must now stop, with lave to all the
cousins and to yoursel, Uousin Kate.
—From Cousin Zaidee.

| dear Cousiz Zaidee,—lhe salma-
sumii seems to have been capital—
much picer than the dish after
which it is galled, [ am sure, I think
some nf the cousins who read about
it will try and get their elders to
arvange one for them. '“The First
Violin™ is really an excellent novel
Have you read any of Norris's
books? “Major and Minor” is eapi-
tal, and so is "My Friend Jim.”
{liristie Murray is a novel-writer
veu ovun  safely  patronise, *Val
Strange” and “Joseph's Coat”™  are
Loth partieularly  good. I liked
your letter very mueh indeed. Alind
you Kkeep up writing regularly.—
Cousin Kate.]

- +* +

Dyear Consin Kate,—I saw the com-
jatitions for the eousing  in 4Bt
week's irnphic,” ana shaould very
mueh like ter hecome ome, so that
I may e able to compute with the
resat.  In your answer to Cousin Ali-
son's ketter you said youn had read
Berth “Ponovan” and “We Twon,” by
Kdnu Lyall. I have read “We Two,”
ond think it lavely. but T have nat
vet heen able to read *Donovan,” an
ench time 1 have inqguired for it at
the lbrary it has not been in, but
hope to get it soon. Have you read
“Teens” and “Girla Together"? by

Lauvive Mack. They aure very ioter-
exting. snd amusxing. Have you ever
been to New Plymouth? [t is sueh
& pretty littde pluce, the pr atest at-
traction being  the Moereation
tiroends. M hag three lakes, one
with just 8 small island in the mid-
e, another covered with water-lilics,
andd which has in the middle a foun-
tain, while the third gnd largest has
shout four ielands in it, and two
pretty bridges, which span it from
sirle to side. On ths Lorders of the
Iakew are ull kinds of ferns and wild-
flowers, The grounds themselves are
ulsa covererdd with ferns, the pungn
being the clief spevimen. There are
three caves, and if you go there at

night they are most brilliantly
lighted with glow-worms. It is such
a lovely sight. Another pretty
place i the waterworks. It fs gur-

ronnded by bush, and is & moet de-
lightful place to heve a picnie in.
But T will tell you about it next
time T write. 50 hoping you will ac-
vept me as a cousin, I remain, with
love (Cousin) Dora. PS8 — Please
could youn rend me a ladge.

IDesr  Cousin  Dora,—You have
doubtlese. got ‘my mnote telling yon
how pleased T am to have yon for
a cousin, - T am sure yon will like
Tonevan,” when you get it. It is
A charming book, I know New Ply-
mnuth and the Reereation Graunds
very well, and think they are lnvely.
T would love to go up Mount Egmoant
some day. T expect you have been.
Would you send a photo for  the
enusing' page? I want some of the
eousins to start.—Cousin Kate.]

* + *

Dear Cousin Kate,—I have for
some time wished to become a eon-
#in, and &0 T am now writing you

my first ‘letfer. T see that in Iast
week's “Graphic” you are asking
snme of the cousins to send yr:h

their names and addresses, sq I will
puit mine below this. I used to have
two ecanaries. but they fonght until
they killed each other, like the “Kil-
kenny Cats,” Tt seems rathes
fate to write about the Easter holi-
days, but it is all T have to tell you.
T went up to Te Aroha on the Thurs-
day, and enjoyed myself very much;
the batha especially were reTy nice.
T came down to Aunckland an the
Wednerday after Faster. T must
(-l_nse now, with lave to all the cou-
sins.- [

remain, ¥ours sincerel
Grant. v
[Dear Cowsin Grant. - T am very
pleased tn have yon for a causin,

Te Aroha is very mice. is it not? A
few daxs there always soem: to do
me sa much good.  Did you drink
the water, a= weil as Tuthe. T¢ is
not nice at first, hnt [ rveally eot ta
Tke it when T was there for nhweek

or two. Did you gn up the glen to

the waterfall? Tt is wvery pretty. -
Cousin Kate.] '
+ + +

Dear Cousin Kate,—T did nct see

my ]a§t lette_r in the “New Zealand

Girnphic™ this week. My ‘%hrother,

who is sick, is laid vp in bed again,
because Dr. Wheeler cut his arm
open two or three days ago.  The
Kouta mill cut the first log yester-
dny. Tt will be starting work in
ﬂb()t.lt four days. Our exainination ix
eoming off abaut Thursday week, and
T do not know whether T wilt pass, T
have got two more young kittens, and
I want you plente to try and find
names for them. Now I must ewl
this short note, with love to yanrself

and all the rest of the cousing, s0
_sz:rmd—bye. —! remain, yours truly.
Cousin Newton. )

[E]

—These lgtters that I nm going
to write now are for the eonpetition
for the most letters written within
the three months.

| Dear Cousin Newton,—1 am keep-
'!Ilg' ali the letters the cousins write
in a book, so that I can see who
writek most repularly. Yours are
sufely pasfed in with the others. 1
will try and think of names for your
kittens next week. I ealled two dogs
ltags and ‘Tatters, but that is not sa
zood A name for guiet cats, iy it7? —
Cousin Kate.]

+* + +*
eur Cousin Kate,—1 am so glad
to see that there are Bo many of the

cousing writing. I expect that ia
why mine did not appear in the



