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Coupins requiring badges are re-
|uested to send an addressed eave-
ope, when the badge will be forward-
+«d by return mail.

+ + +

COUSINS' CIRRESPONNENCE,

Dear Cousin EKate—It is a very
long time -since I bave written to
rou, but I will make up for it by try-
ing to make my letter as interesting
18 | can. The disaster to the Seventh
Contingent was terrible, wasn't it?
[ had an uncle severely wounded, but
[ am glad to say he is making a
favouralle recovery, I have also an
uncle in the Eighth Centingent, [
went to o picnic at Motutapu not
long ago, and I enjoyed myself very
much, It is such a pretty place, and
it is very mice for boating and bath-
ing. There have been a ot of bath-
ing accidentas this year, have there
not? Did you go to see Wilson Bar-
rett, Cousin Kate? 1 sheuld have
liked to have gooe, but I had no one
to take me, 1 went to see the
Iirough Comedy Company when they
were in  Auckland, The rain we
have just been having 18 very wel-
e, isn't it? Everything in our
gurden was dying before it came. 1
nm sending you a story for the
“Children’s I’age’” Cousin Kate,
which 1 hope you will consider good
cnongh. Consin Walter and <Cousin
Norwman, correspondents of yours,
are cousing of mine. They write
very nice letters, don’t theyT? I
think one has more to wrlte about
when they live in the country. Well,
T wust say good-bye now, from your
aifectionnte cousin, Violet,

[Dear Couiin ¥Yiolet,—Your having
relotives in the Contingents must
minke you feel much interest in the
war, How nice it will e when you
Lave them buck, und what stories
they will be able to tell you of the
Lattles they have been 1n, BPid vou
s to Motutapu in the same pienic
party ns Cousin Alison, whose letter
appears on this page?  And were
viu aire who weng round the rocks”
I'he mumber  wf bathing secidents
shoull be a warning to us all to learn
to swim, Can you Rwim? I went tv
wpe Wilsen Uacrett. If you saw the
Broughs you vaw a muel hetter com-
puny. [ have just anuwered » leth_-r
ta Uonsin Normsun. He and Cousin
Walter hoth write nice letters. You
nre yuite vight when ynu say that
thoxe hovs nnd girls who live in the
country have more things to write
about ihun those in town. If I eonld
have my choice 1 would much rather
live in the country. Your story
came rafely to hand. 1 have Dot yet

read {t, but will do so and let you
know-—Cousin Kate.]

* * *

Dear Cousin Kate,—What a long
time it i8 sinee I last wrote to you,
is it mot? I hope Cousin Roie will
enjoy her trip Home to England. T
wonder i she is a good sailor; it wilt
be very unpleasant for her if she Ia
not. I love the sea, but I do nat
get many opportunities of going very
long journeys on it. 1 have been to
Auckland, and liked it very much.
Dear Cousin Kate, when are you go-
ing to have a story competition? [
do like competitions, although I sel-
dom go in for any. 1 like to see how
many small words I ean make out of
larger words, The word “Roberts,”
for instance, you can make roe, Bert,
Robert, bore, boer, bet and rot, be-
gides a few more. Of course, you
can use the same letter twice. I also
like giving descriptions of holidays,
etc. But I am afraid that I am not
making my letter very interesting-
My musie teacher gave & party last
week. I was invited, and we had
great fun. We had all kinds of
games, including “Forfeits" and “Mu-
sical Cushions.” T forgot to tell yon
that my teacher is going to be mar-
ried, 80 we drank her health in
lemonade. Just before leaving for
home we all joined bhands and sang
“Should auld acguaintance be for-
got.” Miss Ailen was married the
other day. It was a very pretty
wedding. The bride was attended by
two bridesmaids and two flower-
girls. The latter were little girls of
seven, They had white silk dresses
reaching to their ankles and silk
grauny honmets te match. After
the ceremony the bride, bridegroom
and her bridesmaids had their
photos taken., I do oot think’'that I
have any more news to tell yon, so I
wil! conclude now with love from
your affectionate cousin, Winnie.

[Dear Cousio Winnie,—I have
greatly enjoyed you nice long letter,
which T found full of interest. I am
glad to think you like competitions,
and probobly when the long evening»
come again we shall go in more for
them than we have done. The
“Giraphic” readers all seem to like
them. Tt is a very good exercise to
try and make a lot of different words
ont of the letters contained in one.
Your deseriptions of the party and
the wedding are very nice. The mar-
riage must have been a pretty ome.
Don't forget to write to me again
aann, for I like your letters.—Cousin
Kate.]

L ] L] +*

PDear Cousin Wate,—it la a lony
time sinee [ wrote to you, May hoe
hnd typhoid, amd that is why she
lins not written to you. She is gei-
tine Letter now, Carrie says we are
tn save all the nranges for her when
wlie ik hetter, I think Jungle Jink.
ix very nice. The twa hoars xre grent
tell-tules, aren’'t they? Tobin sits on
a wfoul at schaol time, and whenever
he tmoves it mokes a squeak, and Darl
auve he in g druke. Carrie in miving
Kitty n ride on old Nell, the horse
in the garden, Ieannot think of any-
thing more to tell you, =0 good-bye.
—With love from Consin Jenny.

[1enr Consin Jenny,—1 was ®o
corry to hear that May had had fever,
nmik nm glad to know she in now
wetting better.  You must be very
kind 1o her, as ¥ know you will be.
Yen, the boys attending Dr. Lion's
kchool are terrible plekles. Juat fancy

such a school. I laughed whem I

read aboul Robin and your father's

pume for him. ticud-bye. Don't be

s0 long in writing me as you have

been. [ shall look forwwrd to gel-

ting a latter from yon.—Counin Kate.]
+* » L J

Dear Cousin Kate,—4 lot of girle
got up a picnic party, and went with
the Sunday-achoal ehildren on Satnr
day. We all took our own loneh, and
had a grand time. We hadl s niew
bathe first; the.sea waa ‘ery clemr
and deep, s0 we enjoyed it, aa it was
sueh a hot day-
Station Bay, Motutapn. I hadm’t
twen before. There is a swmall stretch
of sand, with rocks at sach end, and
high hills a1l round. Afier baving
Inneh, we decided to go round th:
rocks, but first I must tell yon the
boat we came in could not ger off,
as it was left high and. dry. Thia
was rather awkward, becauge it was
supposed to go back and bring a
second party in the afternoon. The
only thing to do, they sald, was io
wait till eleven o’clock at night, but
word was =eut, and another ferry-
boat brought the other people down,
but they were not allowed to land,
hecanse we had to come straight
back by that boat. Well, three of us
not knoswing another boat was to
take us off, went round the rocks,
wetting sea-eggs and crabs’ claws,
alsn a few oysters. Thinking we had
heaps of time, we went a long way,
and then cut over the hills to gu
home, but we pat down in the grass
and reasted for a lew minutes. Then
‘e began to have slides down it. The
grass was yery slippery, and dry, and
we were enjoying ourselves thorouvgh-
ly. We got rather hot, 50 went down
to the mea to coul our feet, whem
one of the girls came tearing over
the hills to tell us the boat waa go-
ing, and the others had been walting
a long time for us. We jumped wp,
and ran as fast as we possibly counld,
and soon came in sight of the boat.
but there were such crowds still to
go that we thought the fuss had heer
{or nothing. So we sat down and pwt
our shoes and stockings on, and tore
on down the hill. We got on the
boat that was high and dry, +o wait
for the boat that was to carry us to
the other, and we had no sooner
got on ft than we had to go off, and
erawl round some slippery rocks, and
cross from ome lot of rocks to the
barge, and got safely to the ferry.
My sister was rather scotty with me
for staying so long. but we had a
grand  time all the same, I must
close thia letter now.—With Tove from
Cousin Alison.

[Dear Cousin Alison,—You write a
first-rate letter. I was most Inter-
ested in the account of your adven-
tures, and I am sure all the nther
cousins who read it will be also grent-
1y interested. Only I don’t like yoor
using the word scotty, Ts it not
rother rRlangy? Motutapa is & delight-
ful pluce. I have oftem been there,
but 1 do not think I ever was at Sta-
iion Ray, unless it is near Fmu Bay,
or Home Bay. I mwat thank you for
your letter.—Cousin Kate.]

+ +* +*

My Dear Cousin Kate,—Thank yuu—

very much for your nice long letter.
T was very glad to mee my letter, We
were 0ll very miserable a little while
ago. One of onr cats had something
the matter with him. We think tbat
he wos injured in srme way, and
father had to shoot bim, to put him
nut of hia paln. It's dreadful to lose
one's pets, {an’t 11?7 The gardens are

The picnic was ar’

_-our house.

looking very bars just now. The
wenther has been very dry and hot
for them, but we have just had a lot
of rain, and we hope H will freshen
them up, My two little brothers are
learning to rwim. The by taken
them in every day. They swim on
LUamboos, and [ think they will soon
learn, because they are fond of the
water. [ can swim, and 1 love having
o bath {n the river. 1 sm expecting
wy.two cousins in & few days. They
are going to stay with ua till the
next steamer goes to Auckiand. They
are going there tn school—I think to
King's College, 1 nrust close now, an
it is nearly time for me to start my
lessons. With love to you and the
cousina—¥rom Cousin Lorna.

[Dear Conaln Lorna,—I am always
no glad ta get your nice latters. I
was actTy to hear of the death of
vour pet ¢at. Some time ago a dear
doggie of ours died, that we had had
for years, and we felt it dreadfully.
Al the pgardens here are burnt up,
us the water has bern very scarce,
I am afraid all the dahlins are a fail-
ure. How do your brothers manage
wilth the bamboos? 1 saw a little
girl trylng to learn to swim. She
hag¢ s cork jacket, and it was not
very suceesaful, Iam glad your cou-
sing are going to King's College. 1t
is puch a nice school. T know quite a
number of boys who go there. They
like it s0o mueh.—Cousin Kate.]

* * *

My Dear Cousin Eate,—I read the
letter you wrote about the pranks
you played when yon were little, and
I think they were very funny, and I
hope you will write some more. It
is puch a nice day to-day- We have
some dear little chickens, they are

.80 small and pretty. We had a flood

which eame all yound the back of the
house, and if it had risep much more
the water would have been all ronnd
Father and my Auntle
are poing down with my cousine to
Suva to-day. They are going to mee
the boys off by the Taviuni to Auck-
land. We feel very sad saying good-
bye to them, T got sach & pice box
of paints sent to me the other day,
snd some nice little paint books., I
saw in one of the cousins’ letters that
she had read “Little Women'™ and
“Lord Fauntleroy.” I bave read both
of them, and “Little Men,” and I
think they are very mice books. I
must close now, dear Cousin Eate,
with love to you and all the cousina,
from Cousin Lorna.

[Dear CGousin Lorma,—1 am print-
ing another of your letters on thia
page. When I have time I ghal] try
to recall other things which happen-
ed to me when I waa a little girl. I
have 80 many letters to answer this
week that I must make this one very
short.—Cousin Eate.]

L * *

Dear Cousin EKate,—I don’t know
if I ought to write this week as my
letter waso't in the *“Graphic™ Iast
week, and I was afrald I might be
sending two for one week i it wan
published some other time. Cousin
Anna did write a jolly letter. There
are guite a number of cousins now,
I have read “Misunderstood.”” I
think it is the saddest and prettiest
beck I heve read, Have you read
“Seaforth” by the same suthor? 1T
like it very much; alse *“A Christ-
was Carol” by Dickens, and T have
uwow “Little Dorrit” I hope there
will be snpme more puzzles soom, I
like trying them, although I haven't
had any luck yet. Yt is so interesting
when the answers come out. I dom’t
know either of the last two win-
ners, it ie more Interesting when
you do. A few years ago we had
two rmall bazaara, just working by
ourselves, &nd they were so success-
fut that we thought we would have
another, but we were helped by =a
grown up person Aand ko she thought
it would be 8 gouod idea to have =
meeting every SBaturday to make dif-
ferent thingy, so we do, and she had
a few things sent from Tndia and we
are to have it this month, only this
time & lot more girla met with us
nnd did a lot, =0 1t will be bigger,
T.ast year we made over eight pounds.
Tt doean't seem very much but it all
helps, becaure we send it to the Mie.
sion, and It Is something to do get-
ting  everything ready. [FEaxaars
aren’t very enjoyable, but they are
more x¢ when you belp in them your-



