
CHILDREN’S PAGE.

Cousins' Badges.

Cousins requiring 1 badges are re-

vested to send an addressed enve-

lope, when the badge will be forward-

'd by return mail.

COUSINS’ CORRESPONDENCE.

Dear Cousin Kate,—It is a very

long time since I have written to

von. but I will make up for it by try-

ing to make my letter as interesting

as I can. The disaster to the Seventh

Contingent was terrible, wasn’t it?

I had an uncle severely wounded, but

I am glad to say he is making a

favourable recovery. I have also an

uncle in the Eighth Contingent. I

went to a picnic at Motutapu not

long ago, and I enjoyed myself very
much. It is such a pretty place, and

it is very nice for boating and bath-

ing. There have been a lot of bath-

ing accidents this year, have there

not? Did you go to see Wilson Bar-

rett, Cousin Kate? I should have

liked to have gone, but I had no one

to take me. I went to see the

Brough Comedy Company when they
were in Auckland. The rain we

have just been having Is very wel-

rome. isn't it? Everything in our

garden was dying before it came. I

am sending you a story for the

•‘Children’s Page,” Cousin Kate,

which 1 hope you will consider good
enough. Cousin Walter and Cousin

Norman, correspondents of yours,

are cousins of mine. They write

very nice letters, don’t they? I

think one has more to write about

when they live in the country. Well,

I must say good-bye now, from your
affectionate cousin, Violet.

| Dear CouSin Violet,—Your having
relatives in the Contingents must

make you feel much interest in the

war. How nice it will be when you

have them back, and what stories

they will be able to tell you of the

battles they have been tn. Did von

go to Motutapu in the same pienie
party as Cousin Alison, whose letter

appears on this page? And were

vou one who went round the rocks?

The number of bathing accidents

should be a warning to us all to learn

to swim. Can you swim? I went to

see Wilson Barrett. If you saw the

I troughs you saw a much better com-

pany. I have just answered a letter

to Cousin Norman. He and Cousin

Walter Ivoth write nice letters. You

are quite right when you say that

those bovs and girls who live in the

country have more things to write

about than those in town. If I could

have my choice I would much rathei

live in the country. Your story

came safely to hand. I have not yet

read it, but will do so and let you
know—-Cousin Kate.]

Dear Cousin Kate,—What a long
time it is since I last wrote to you,
is it not? I hope Cousin Roie will

enjoy her trip Home to England. I

wonder if she is a good sailor; it will

be very unpleasant for her if she is

not. I love the sea, but I do not

get many opportunities of going very

long journeys on it. I have been to

Auckland, and liked it very much.
Dear Cousin Kate, when are you go-

ing to have a story competition? I

do like competitions, although I sel-
dom go in for any. I like to see how

many small words I can make out of

larger words. The word “Roberts,”
for instance, you can make roe, Bert,
Robert, bore, boer, bet and rot, be-

sides a few more. Of course, you

can use the same letter twice. I also
like giving descriptions of holidays,
etc. But I am afraid that I am not

making my letter very Interesting-
My music teacher gave a party last

week. I was invited, and we had

great fun. We had all kinds of

games, ineluding “Forfeits” and “Mu-
sical Cushions.” I forgot to tell you
that my teacher is going to be mar-

ried, so we drank her health in
lemonade. Just before leaving Cor

home we all joined hands and sang

“Should auld acquaintance be for-

got.” Miss Alien was married the

other day. Tt was a very pretty
wedding. The bride was attended by

two bridesmaids and two flower-
girls. The latter were little girls of

seven. They had white silk dresses

reaching to their ankles and silk

granny bonnets to match. After
the ceremony the bride, bridegroom
and her bridesmaids had their
photos taken. I do not think’that I

have any more news to tell you, so I
will conclude now with love from

your affectionate cousin, Winnie-

[Dear Cousin Winnie,—I have

greatly enjoyed you nice long letter,

which T found full of Interest. I am

glad to think you like competitions,
and probably when the long evenings

come again we shall go in more for

them than we have done. The

“Graphic” readers all seem to like

them. It is a very good exercise to

try and make a lot of different words

out of the letters contained in one.

Your descriptions of the party and

the wedding are very nice. The mar-

riage must have been a pretty one.

Don't forget to write to me again

soon, for I like your letters. —Cousin

Kate.]
* ♦ ♦

Dear Cousin Kate,—It is a long

time since I wrote to yon. May has

had typhoid, and that is why she

has not written to you. She is get-

ting better now. Carrie says we are

to save all the oranges for her when

she is better. I think Jungle Jink

is very nice. The two boars are great
tell-tales, aren't they? Kobin sits on

a stool at school time, and whenever

he moves it makes a squeak, and Dad

says he is a drake. Carrie is giving
Kitty a ride on old Nell, the horse,

in the garden. I cannot think of any-

thing more to tell you, so good-bye.
— With love from Cousin Jenny.

| Dear Cousin Jenny,—l was so

sorry to hear that May had had fever,

and am glad to know she is now

getting lietter. You must be very

kind to her. as I know you will be.

Yes. the boys attending Dr. Lion's
school are terrible pickles. Just fancy

such a school. I laughed when 1

read about Kobin and your father’s

name for him.- Good-bye. Don’t be

so long in writing me as you have

been. I shall look forward to get-
ting a letter from you. —Cousin Kate.]

Dear Cousin Kate, —4 l°t girl s

got up a pienie party, and went with

the Sunday-school children on Satur-

day. We all took our own lunch, and

had a grand time. We had a nice

bathe first; the. sea was very cleai

and deep, so we enjoyed it, as it was

sueh a hot day. The picnic was at

Station Bay, Motutapu. I hadn’t

been before. There is a small stretch
of sand, with rocks at each end, and

high hills all round. After having
lunch, we decided to go round th 5

rocks, but first I must tell you the

boat we came in could not get off,

as it was left high and dry. This

was rather awkward, because it was

supposed to go back and bring a

second party in the afternoon. The

only thing to do, they said, was to

wait till eleven o’clock at night, but

word was sent, and another ferry-
boat brought the other people down,
but they were not allowed to land,
because we had to come straight
baek by that boat. Well, three of us

not knowing another boat was to

take us off, went round the rocks,

getting sea-eggs and crabs’ claws,
also a few oysters. Thinking we had

heaps of time, we went a long way,

and then cut over the hills to go

home, but we sat down in the grass

and rested for a few minutes. Then

we began to have slides down it. The

grass was yery slippery, and dry, and
we were enjoying ourselves thorough-
ly. We got rather hot, so went down

to the sea to cool our feet, when

one of the girls came tearing over

the hills to tell us the boat was go-
ing, and the others had been waiting
a long time for us. We jumped up,
and ran as fast as we possibly could,
and soon came in sight of the boat,

but there were such crowds still to

go that we thought the fuss had been

for nothing. So we sat down and put
our shoes and stockings on, and tore

on down the hill. We got on the

boat that was high and dry, to wait
for the boat that was to carry us to

the other, and we had no sooner

got on it than we had to go off, and

crawl round some slippery rocks, and

cross from one lot of rocks to the
barge, and got safely to the ferry.
My sister was rather scotty with me

for staying so long, but we had a

grand time all the same. I must

close this letter now.—With love from

Cousin Alison.
[Dear Cousin Alison,—You write a

first-rate letter. I was most inter-

ested in the account of your adven-

tures. and I am sure all the other

cousins who read it will be also great-
ly interested. Only I don't like your
using the word scotty. Is it not
rather slangy? Motutapu is a delight-
ful place. I have often been there,
but I do not think I ever was at Sta-

tion Bay. unless it is near Emu Bay,
or Home Bay. I must thank you for

your letter.—Cousin Kate.]

My Dear Cousin Kate,—Thank you
very much for your nice long letter.

I was very glad to see my letter. We

were all very miserable a little while
ago. One of our cats had something
the matter with him. We think that

he was injured in some way, and
father had to shoot him, to put him

out of his pain. It’s dreadful to lose

one’s pets, isn’t it? The gardens are

looking very bare just now. The
weather has been very dry and hot
for them, but we have just had a lot
of rain, and we hope it will freshen
them up. My two little brothers are

learning to swim. The boy takes

them in every day. They swim on

bamboos, and I think they will soon

learn, because they are fond of the

water. I can swim, and I love having
a bath in the river. 1 am expecting
my two cousins in a few days. They
are going to stay with us till the
next steamer goes to Auckland. They
are going there to school—l think to

King’s College. I must close now, as

it is nearly time for me to start my
lessons. With love to you and the
cousins.—From Cousin Lorna.

[Dear Cousin Lorna, —I am always
so glad to get your nice letters. I

was sorry to hear of the death of

your pet cat. Some time ago a dear
doggie of ours died, that we had had
for years, and we felt it dreadfully.
All the gardens here are burnt up,
as the water has been very scarce.

I am afraid all the dahlias are a fail-
ure. How do your brothers manage
with the bamboos? I saw a little
girl trying to learn to swim. She
had a cork jacket, and it was not

very successful. lam glad your cou-

sins are going to King’s College. It

is such a nice school. I know quite a

number of boys who go there. They
like it so much.—Cousin Kate.]

♦ ♦ *

My Dear Cousin Kate,—I read the
letter you wrote about the pranks
you played when you were little, and
I think they were very funny, and I

hope you will write some more. It
is such a nice day to-day. We have

some dear little chickens, they are

so small and pretty. We had a flood
which came all round the back of the

house, and if it had risen much more

the water would have been all round

our house. Father and my Auntie
are going down with my cousins to

Suva to-day. They are going to see

the boys off by the Taviuni to Auck-
land. We feel very sad saying good-
bye to them. I got such a nice box
of paints sent to me the other day,
and some nice little paint books. I

saw in one of the cousins’ letters that
she had read “Little Women ” and
“Lord Fauntleroy.” I have read both
of them, and “Little Men,” and I
think they are very nice books. I

must close now, dear Cousin Kate,
with love to you and all the cousins,
from Cousin Loma.

[Dear Cousin Loma, —I am print-
ing another of your letters on this

page. When I have time I shall try
to recall other things which happen-
ed to me when I was a little girl. I

have so many letters to answer this

week that I must make this one very

short.—Cousin Kate.]

Dear Cousin Kate,—I don’t know

if I ought to write this week as my
letter wasn’t in the “Graphic” last

week, and I was afraid I might be
sending two for one week if it was

published some other time- Cousin

Anna did write a jolly letter. There
are quite a number of cousins now.

I have read "Misunderstood.” I

think it is the saddest and prettiest
book I have read. Have you read
“Seaforth” by the same author? I

like it very much; also “A Christ-

mas Carol
”

by Dickens, and I have
now “Little Dorrit.” I hope there
will be some more puzzles soon, I

like trying them, although I haven’t
had any luck yet. It is so interesting
when the answers come out. I don’t

know either of the last two win-

ners, it is more interesting when

you do. A few years ago we had
two small bazaars, just working by
ourselves, and they were so success-

ful that we thought we would have
another, but we were helped by a

grown up person and so she thought
it would be a good idea to have a

meeting every Saturday to make dif-

ferent things, so we do, and she had
a few things sent from India and we

are to have it this month, only this

time a lot more girls met with us

and did a lot, so it will be bigger.
Last year we made over eight pounds.
Tt doesn’t seem very much but it all

helps, because we send it to the Mis-
sion. and it is something to do get-
ting everything ready- Bazaars

aren’t very enjoyable, but they are

more so when you help in them your-
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