
beat a retreat and made himself scarce

as soon as he could after getting oft the

scales. If It Is true that some years have
elapsed since Weston won his last race,

some of our jockeys who have not ridden
a winner for a long time should take
heart. Murlwal means backwater, or

the turn of the tide. Weston owes his

success then to a turn of the tide.

During the hearing of a case recently
against the Brisbane Newspaper Com-

pany, Limited, there were Interesting de-

finitions of some sporting phrases given.
Here is one:—By Mr Lilley: W’hat do you
mean by the term “double ready?” It is
this: Suppose you were the owner of a

racehorse, I was a trainer, and Mr Sydes
was a “punter.” I would go to Mr Sydes
and tell him I had a horse in a certain

race that was bound to win, and I would

get the “punter” to back ttye horse for so

much, and then say I had made it right
with the starter to give the horse a good
“shoot” out. After the horse had won,

and the punter got his money, he would
give the trainer his share—say £2O. Then
the trainer would say: Oh, but there is

the starter. What about £lO for him.

and the punter would give the trainer the
money, which he would put In his own

pocket. (Laughter.)

Successful sires during the three days
of the V.A.T.C. meeting were Gossoon,

Wallace, Mistake, and Trenton. The

three first named each had a representa-

tive who won a couple of races; while

Wakeful and Revenue won a race apiece
for Trenton. The sire credited with the
most stake money was the 'English Derby
winner Sir Hugo, whose son, Sir Foote,

took the Futurity Stake’s. The following
sires also had one winner each, viz.:, Sir

Oliver, Pell Mell, Malua, Valala, Lochlel,

Padlock, Carlyon, Blragambil, and MetaL
Mr C. L. Macdonald’s jockey, F. Dunn,
with four wins (twice on Aurous and once

eaoh on Wakeful and Revenue), was the

most successful jockey. R. Manning, who

was
killed while riding that horse in the

Newmarket Handicap, rode Moonbeam to

victory twice, and C. Dickenson had two
winning rides on Error, who was twice
defeated by Kaimate at theV.R.C. Meet-

ing.

On the morning after the Wanganui
races I witnessed the departure of the
early trains North and South. There
was quite an exodus of racing stock, and

the attendants of horses. On the train
for the South were Torowal and Sirius,
The Shannon and Tradewind, Shrapnell
Shell, and Nea, Fleka and Darky, Toka-
tea and Redshank, Como and Bones,
Tyrone and Flanaghan, West Guard and
Queen’s Guard, Beau Ideal and Aquin-
aldo; and for the North Governess and
Oracle, Frost and Fair Jess, Durable and
Maro, Crusoe a nd Clarion, Military and
Heriot, Beddington and Grey Seaton, Non-
ette and Royal Conqueror, Sylvia Park
and Liable, Hautonga and Loch Erin,
Bowman and Faugh-a-ba.llagh, King Ed-

ward and Recoil, Waiwera and several
others whose names 1 did not get. I

don’t remember so many racehorses leav-
ing a New Zealand railway platform in-

side of one hour before. There were
over forty of them, and later trains took

away more, while accommodation had
been engaged for a considerable number
to proceed on Monday to Hawke’s Bay.
Visiting horses comprised the bulk of
those that competed at the Wanganui
meeting.

The “Australasian Turf Register” for
the half year ending January 31st has
made its appearance, and a compilation
therefrom shows the winning sires for
that period. Gozo comes out on top with
twenty winners of 36$ races, 39 seconds,
and a total of £8316 in stakes. Trenton
had but two winners, of four races and
five second prizes, the total value being
£5920; Lochlel had 23 winners of 43 races,
50J seconds, and they put together £4824.
Bill of Portland claims the most winners,
27 in number, with 27J wins, and 334 sec-
onds. £4315 being the amount of their
earnings. Wallace, with six; Far Niente
Elrldspord, and Haut Brion, with five;
Grafton, with eight, comes next on the
score of stake earnings of their progeny;but .Beauchamp has 17 winners, Splendor
14J, Light Artillery 10. Sunrise 19, Pad-
lock lO.Metal and Invader each 10. Alto-
gether New Zealand bred horses come out
well In the list, as In addition to Tren-
ton and Lochlel, the names of Russley,
Medallion, Torpedo, Mana, Zailnski. Mar-
tini Henry, Strathmore, Niagara, Escut-
cheon, Carbine, Tartar, Nordenfeldt, Fusl-
leer. Castor and Hova figure in the list,Hova, by the way, with but one winner.

Sir Foote, though trained at Randwick,
was not backed here to any great extent
by the general public until after he won
the V.A.T.C. Futurity Stakes, says the
Sydney •'Morning Herald." Nothing was
Known of the horse publicly. Even fre-
quenters of the tracks were unable to
state If he was a fast horse, although
on appearance favourable opinions were
entertained of his capabilities. About a
week before the horse’s departure for
Melbourne It was reported that he did a
great trial, but nothing definite was
known (about it. A.U the long-priced
money was obtained for the stable or
those In close touch with It. Earnshaw
has managed to bring oft a very suc-
cessful coup. Bookmakers did not re-
cognise that the horse was likely to play
ft prominent part In the betting until
they had laid large sums against him at

a long price, and the public was slow to
follow the lead of those who got In first.
The local •’ring” states that It has lost
heavily over the race.

Referring to the accident that befel
Revenue In the Australian Cup, the Syd-
ney "Telegraph" says that when the field
had passed the winning post It was seen
that Revenue had met with a very seri-
ous accident, and general surprise was
expressed that he had been able to last

out the race. F. Dunn, his rider, as soon

as he could pull the favourite up, dip-
mounted and led him slowly back to th~

enclosure, the horse Umpinx and plali
indicating that moving was a pain to hi*...
Revenue with ailhculty reached the »m-

-dling paddock, where It was found that

his near fore lex had been stripped from
below the knee, and that his fetlock had
been very badiy Injured. The full extent
of the accident may not be known for a

day or two, but when seen late in the
afternoon Mr Macdonald expressed a fear
that the son of Trenton would not be

able to race The cable has an-

nounced the scratching of both Revenue
and Aurous for Australian Jockey Club

engagements. Aurous broke down in the

Newmarket Handicap.

So far as appearances go, says an

American writer, the get of Hamburg
look likely to be among the best of the

season in that country. Hamburg is a

son of Hanover, and was a first class two

and three year old in 1897 and 1898; in
fact, he was the best of both years. He
was retired to the stud as a three year

old, after winning the Brighton Cup (two
miles and a quarter). His owner, Marcus

Daly, had publicly announced that that
was his intention before the horse start-

ed for this race, although he was at the
time thoroughly sound, and likely to

campaign for some years to come. Daly
had bought him for 40,001d0L, the odd one

dollar being paid to make his price the
highest on record at that time in Ame-

rica. At the stud, in 1899, he served
eighteen mares, and out of seventeen

foals has now thirteen living. At the
Marcus Daly sale (which took place on

January 30, 1901, after his death), Ham-
burg passed into the possession of Mr

William C. Whitney, of New York, for

60,000d01., and even at that looks to have
been a good investment, judging from the
promise of his first crop of two year olds.

The death of Castor, who has done
duty as one of the leading sires at Wei
llngton Park for ten seasons, was ex-

pected at any hour, since the horse was

attacked by paralysis on Sunday, but
yesterday it was deemed advisable to
shoot him, and thus put him out of pain,
for he had In his struggles broken one of
his hind fetlocks, and it was hopeless ex-

pecting to save him for further use. Mr

Halstead, the well known veterinary sur-

geon, It was who despatched the son of
Zealot and Yardley, who has done the

colony good service, for the blood he

boasts is of the best, and will come out

in his descendants. Though not so suc-

cessful as many had expected him to be,
Castor nevertheless left some of the best
horses in the colony, and was always pro-
minent in the list of winning sires,
though he was not accorded such liberal
patronage as some of his compeers.

Amongst his progeny were such horses
as Record Reign, the best hurdle horse
and one of the best flat horses the col-
ony has seen; Castashore, also a good
all-round horse; Daystar, Altair, Leda,
Armilia, Casket, Collarette, Three Star,
Tauhel, Fulmen, Orion, Antares, Orion’s

Belt, Coronet, Cravat, Eton, Astronomer,

Circe, Canteen, and numerous others who
have annexed amongst them nearly all
the leading races In the colony, some In

Australia, while Altair was good enough
to win in England. Many good mares by
Castor are at the stud, and a number of
excellent sires, and under the circum-
stanceswe can afford to lose the old fel-
low, who had run Into the sere and yel-
low, and had lasted well considering all

the racing he had done. Castor had
been kept covered by Insurance for £lOOO

In the National Horse Agency’s office for
a number of years. Castor himself won

£4316 in stakes, and his progeny over

£30,000 to date.

While sitting on the Press Stand, which
adjoins the Stewards’ Stand, on the Wan-
ganui course last week, a gentleman re-
marked that he had invested on Royal

Conqueror, remembering what a good one

old Ladybird was. One of the stewards
reminded him that Royal Conqueror
could not be out of the Champion Stakes
winner, as he had evidently supposed. I
was referred to In the matter, and told
those who were interested that the Lady-
bird who claimed Royal Conqueror as

dam was also dam of Lottie, an Auckland

Cup winner. “Quite good enough for
me,” was the remark made when this
information was supplied. The subject
changed, but a few minutes later Sir
George Clifford, who was a listener, and
who has been doing his best to prevent
what Is known as the nomenclature nuis-
ance, or In other words the duplication
of the names of horses, for years past, in
his high office as Chairman of the Rac-
ing Conference, turning to me reflectively
remarked, “This Is one more illustration
of the confusion that will occur even
after the lapse of so long a time through
the duplication of names.” We are cer-

tainly improving in the matter of nam-
ing our horses, but owners In the country
districts round Auckland are great sin-
ners. They will keep naming their leather
flappers after notable horses, some of
them still figuring on the turf.

Bookmakers throughout the colony
have been getting a very bad time of it
during the greater part of the present
seaseon—some of them chiefly through
laying heavily against the horses In a
few stables, some through betting
straight out over the Auckland Cup and

Railway Handicap to a greater extent
than business on those events warrant-
ed, others through taking big risks at
totallsator odds on unimportant races.
There Is a suspicion that on several oc-

casions there have been combines at
work to “take down” the accommodating
layers of tote odds, by persons who have
made arrangomenta for “no reply” tele-

grams to be accepted up to a few minu-
tes of the advertised time of starting

races One prominent layer, who haa
been doing an extensive business under
this system, has found the game unpro-
fitable of late. Only a short time ago he

decided to limit his risk by curtailing the
amounts he would accept from each of
his clients, but amongst punters there
appears to be a great deal of freemasonry,
and the backer has found to his cost that
a great many of them have, singularly
to say, been wiring at the last moment
for Investments on the same horse. Win-
ner after winner has been backed with
extraordinary frequency In this way. and
there Is a suspicion that races have been

pre-arranged. A big business of a legi-
timate character would require to be done

to stand against a combination of back-

ers controlling a number of the horses
racing. Altogether the betting business
Is In a bad way from one end of the
colony to the other. From all accounts

an Immense amount of money Is due to
the large army of layers of the odds,
while some of the layers are finding It a
difficult mntter to keep their end of the
stick up, and some of them have lately
been obliged to ask for time.

Blue Metal is not a proved figure horse,
but the winner of the Australian Cup has
plenty of good blood, and, like Nonette,
the Wanganui Cup winner, and Tortulla.
winner of the New Zealand Cup, and

other good ones, may be "of pure origin
ann really belong to the figure line,though
the sources from which they spring can-
not be fully traced. Blue Metal Is by-
Metal (Imp.) from Edna, by Somnus
(imp.), and was bred by Mr Charles Bald-
win at Durham Court, the birthplace of
so many good performers. The Sydney
“Telegraph,” In mentioning the fact, sup-

plies the following particulars of his turf
career. He won the A.J.C. Summer Cup
two years In succession, namely. In 1899
and 1900, and went very close to It last
year, only missing the “hat trick” by a

very narrow margin. He commenced the
present year by making a bold bld for
Tattersall's Cup at Randwick, filling sec-

ond place. The horse was sold for a

small sum In the New England district,
end showing pace was taken to New-

castle, where he first attracted attention
by winning a double there in brilliant
style. He was then secured by his pre-
sent owner, and won Tattersall’s Spring
Handicap at Randwick in 1898.

In his articles dealing with the stud
horses of the season, the “Special Com-
missioner” of the London “Sportsman"
says: Next I reach Carbine, son of Mus-
ket himself, who has this year begun to
give a return In the sense' which I al-
ways anticipated for the Duke of Port-
land’s outlay In bringing him here. The
Carbines stay; they keep on Improving.
They are not always attractive to look
at, but there Is a varmlnty worth In them
which passes show, and does even bet-
ter, as, for instance, in the case of Sem-
per Vlgllans, who always creates an un-
favourable Impression in the paddock,
and can be backed, accordingly, at a

point or two longer odds. Carbine Is all
right now In this country, and such as

Wallace and La Carabine have proved
the worth of his stock In Australia.
Trenton I need not dilate on, except to re-
iterate the tact that he has twenty-seven
yearlings this moment that will be two-

year-olds In another hour or ao, and most

are in good stables. He is, I
think, head of the list ot winning
stallions for the season now cur-
rent In Australia, while he has again
and again shown his capacity to get
smashing good winners. If ever there
was a safe thing to gamble on in the way
of a sire for the coming season. It Is
Trenton, for, whatever he gets In 1901
will come In on the top of a "boom." In
this we are not dealing with an untried
horse, but with one who practically drop-
ped two seasons after reaching England,and Is only Just about to begin.

A writer In the "New York Spirit of the
Times says: “There Is evidently a strongfeeling In England against the extreme
racing of two-year-olds, taking the
ground thpt It Is injurious to their ulti-
mate matured perfection as three and
four year olds, and also that the most
Important interests of the breeders are
Jeopardised by the ultimate Injury to the
breeding stock supply. It Is suggested
by a writer in the ’Field’ that two-year-
old prizes be cut down until the exces-
sive racing of the yoigigsters Is brought
within due limits, and that the United
States should be aske<X to act along paral-
lel lines. This Is scarcely likely to be the
case at present. A move was made a
year or so ago by a prominent horseman
along this line, but it was not enthusias-
tically received, and dropped Into abey-
ance. Since then long strides forward
have been taken in the matter of greater
inducements for three-year-olds and up-
wards, and if this has any effect It will
be simply to limit the two-year-old per-
formances of the highest-class two-year-
olds which will be saved for the aged
events. The rank and file of the two-
year-olds will continue scurrying around
bi-weekly or more often bo long as purses
arS offered. Smaller owners can scarcely
afford to keep them simply developing
until three years old, unless they show
decided calibre. Much of the talk about
over-racing two-year-olds is sensational
gossip anyway. There are few good two-
year-olds bred to go a distance which
have not matured-. In the case of dyed-
in-the-wool sprinters onboth sides of the
paternal strain a different story may be

told. It would not be easy to name off-
hand a two-year-old having shown any
disposition to scramble further than five
furlongs In the past few years which did
not realise expectations to a reasonable
extent. Take the six leaders of last three
years, and not one of them was ever rac-

ed. The champion of 1899, Mesmerist,
was never expected to go three-yaer-
old distance In 1900 by close students of
racing. Statistics show that for soma
years past the two-year-old crop of each
year has been showing consistency to

form not equalled in any other division,
and also that the number of winning
favourites among the youngsters run

much more evenly than in any other dlvl-

BLACKSMITHS

“JWSmr
. ED'WIN MOORE,Blacksmith,'Wyalong'W.,
writes:—“l think it all you say about it.
A- wonderful cocoa.”

E. COLLINS, Dalston,writes
Zzf /Ro jfe. 4 fl m Having used Dr. Tibbles* Vi-Cacoa two

ULI I years, I cansafely say that it is the most

tSV suitablebeverage for my calling, that ofa

[AI . jiHUx wai shoeing smith, which requires strength. I
V AN takeit at four o’clock every morning, and

And d°notrequire anything else tillnine,
A although my callingis very laborious.”

V / VjfeMl ° AN BE TESTEO FREE‘

I /vHi / JIS Write for Dainty Sample Tin (a post card

jLZM »M |
Ut meutlon paper.

V DR. TIBBLES’ VLCOCOA, Ltd.,

'-""Q is 4 u t Grosvenor St., Sydney.

USED IN THE ROYAL HOUSEHOLDS

CEREBOS SALT
Used Instead of common salt,
Makes the food more strengthening.
Makes the children grow to full height.
Used by thousands of Doctors.
Be sure you get “ Cerebos ” Salt.

(Trade Mark, “Cerebos” on every tin.)

SOLD BY OROOERS AND STORES.
a nathan a co, Auckland.
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