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Topics of the Weelk.
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The Great Negative Pleasure,

Of 411 the enthusimsme which at-
tock both young and old alike, there
ia none to comprre with the camera
fever, When n man 4 in the throes
of bin first bicyele days, or decply
bitten with the golf mania, he may
be had enough, but by dexterous lead-
ing you can vceasivoally direet his
mind  from  these pursuits. The
realty enthusiastic ammatedr photo-
grupher moy be zaid io live for his
holbthy, He is always seeking what
he way phategraph --person, place or
thing. The retina of his eye becomes
& senxitive plute, and he watcher na-
ture and man to snap them unawares,
His only reagonable couversation is
of alides and developer, and lenses,
and changing Lags, and [*O.P, brom-
ide, gravura, nikke, dark rooms,
light. tone, exposire, subject, effect,
aurd s0 on, ad intinitum. 1le hecomes
dm'ing where befure he was eareful,
obirusive where he wos rather shy.
Nuthing is allowed to stond between
himt wnd the gquarry he has marke:l
for hisz shot. 1f it is a public fune-
tion hie makes his way to the fore-
front, deaf to the remoenstrances of
the illnatured—for ax 8 rule the grood
patured crowd luok sith s lenmient
eye ©n his amicable wceakness. I
have known men who were the most

absolute  sticllers for the pro-
prieties, who never appeared in the
sireel, save groomed 1o a fault. I

have known others so reticing in edis-
positive that they uniformly found
themnselves in a back seat.  Jlut whea
these bueame aruatenr photo-
graphers, prepriety and bashfulness
disappeared as by magie, the same
men could be seen tearing along the
Wtreet in the most dishevelled and
diserderly conditim ireless of the
convenience or eriticisia of others,
that they might pet 1 shot. 'those
who have never came under the spell
of the eamera (o not understaud it.
The lass, 1 cun assuve them, is theirs,
They have pever known the delight
of warily stalking vonr subject, cam-
era in handd, the suspenseful psyehol-
ogicnl moment of fornssing, aud the
thrill attendant on the click of toe
shuiter that proelaims the deed is
done, Then that mysterious time in
the secrecy of your piteh black or
ruby-lighted closet where like some
nlrhemind of old, you wuerk amid
strunige  compounds aund curious
smells,  With exrectant heart and
often not without misgivings 100, yon
prlass

draw ihe precious square uf

from its sheath, It reveals nothing;
bt gradually as  chemieal  after
chemnical changes it from mitky white
to inky black, the hidden picture
tukes  forrn  before your  waiting
eyes.  Then there ave the other
interesting  processes of  printing
nnd fixipg, all lemding up to  that

trinmphal puint where your monuted
and framed handiworle from a pro-
minent pluce on your mantelpicee,
courls the praises of your genial
friends. *“All my work, all my work.”
you aay In your heart, und youn feel
something of the pride of the artist
and creator in one. Ilas mut your
hand led it through all these myster-
ions  ProcesHes of development,
Hence the fascination of the thing.
As an hanest fact you had very little
to do with it, but fortunately ene can
pever persudde the nmatenr photo-
grapher of that—-and wha would tey?
Who svould deprive Tiim of the snatis-
faetion which he takea in his work,
even when it is only a poor, overs
under-teveloped, badly
printed liltle guarter plate. Did you
ever mee the mother of the most ill-
favourcd child in existence who did
nat think the baby a paragon of
beauty? Ho is it with the enthuslas-
tic pmantenr. And nnent ull this, dear
reader, let me drow your attention,
if yuu nre o cAMETH devotee, or if you
have friends who ave, to the Thoto-
grophio Competition announced in
these puges to-day. Ifere is & chance
faor you to repny yvursell for the
muny wasted plates ot your life,

exposed,

“tern seuse.

China Goes te School.

The other day tha Dowager Em-
press declared through her repen-
tant tears that China had decided to
adopt what was best in Western ei
Jization. XNow it is annouwnced that
the Buropean professons have bheen
dismisaed from the Ymperial Univer-
sity on the grounds thar China needs
elementary eeliovks mare than uni-
versi i, Here's o rather sagoesrive
conjinetion of wuord snd deed. Pre-
suming the Empress to be sincere-—-
alwnys a rash thing to do--one iy led
to assmme that China is dubious as to
the value of the “hiyier education” af
the YWest. In her unregenerate rinte,
the Wextern University system, in so
fur os it meant the cramming of use-
teas knowledge. and the waste of
time on  unpractical  ~peenlations,
would secem {o have been the thing
most likely to appeal to a people who
pinned their fuith to competitive ex-
aminstions, and gave the {irst offlees
of State to the man who could mem-
orise the largest pumber of lines
from thuat Confucitn classic “lhe
Beok of Poetry.” Lut all these ideas
are apparcatly going by the bourr.
Tutellvetusl China in at laxt getting
down to the practical, amid which
her toiling millicns have been living
& life of znt-like industry and unpro-
gressiveness these many cenfuries.
She wauly elementary s=chenls  to
rajse these millivos from their lsthar-
gy, not universities, swhich will come
in ull geod time.  [leve's a mar
loux recognition of her real necessi
thnt marks more strongly than any-
thing else the dawn of & new er
China s going to school in the We
Just think what that
It is said that the Chinese
prisedl

IMGALE
maadarins were straagely s
when the early Jesuic mi uaries
showed them bow samall a bit of the
world their cmpire madle in the gen-

el map. Probably there are not
ten milliens out of China's 36) mil-
Tona whae are to-day any wiser than

the mandarins weree.  Lur let the ele-
mentary schoolnmster  got
those myriads with his
histery books, and ihe C
ot culy their smalinasx
their greatiess alsay
wiil bexin to

Lt
anidl then their
move in
somewhbat wider cirele than theirown
red-roofed village and the rice fields

Leyond. A fig fur your universitics
se far ns China is concerned. The-a
may but foster the pedantry of the
land, Lut the elementary school will
carty 1! taper of Lnowleloe into
the furrhermost cornevs, and when
China lights pp tien you may pre-
pure f[oi the apening of the great
tdrama of Fast versus West.
o < o < [+]

The Arraignment ef the Jury,

Faney a judge having the tomer:
ta tell the full court that iri
isn becowming A faree, s
Conolly did last sweek in Auckland?
And Dhe sald this not of the grand
jury, which has been rechoned fair
game for abu<e naod  ridicule 1his
long time, hut of the commen ar pet-
ty Was it becomiug in one
oce the seat of judemeni to
arily convier an iustitution
that has Leen an Integral part of ouvr
system sinee the days of King
Allred, on such evidence of its worth-
lessness as the alleged stupidity or
obstinney of  one or hall-n-dozen
juries might afford? Within the last
thounsand yeurs there must have been
hundreds of times when juries Hew
directly In the face of the judme's
summiug-up — hnudreds of  times
when their Illonors felt disposed to
rise in their seats aud condemn the
avstem a8 Mr Cenolly did. I ecannot
suppose that the avertge juryman of
King John's dny, who probably enuld
neither remd not write, would have
Leen mmore =kilful in weighing evi-
dence than the average juryman ot
to-day. Indeed. at the very in tion
of the jury aystem, the probability,
nay ihe certninty is that there wos o
grenter danger of the jurors coming
to a wrong decision than there is
now, especially if, ng waulkl appesr to
hare becn tha case, they were much

-

less alded In coming to s verdict
by the supgentions of the Beach than
they are now, Yet through all theso
centuriea the {pstitution has  been
most jealously guarded both Ly the
people and the greatest legral autho-
ritics B8 the great bulwark of the
people’s liherty. Nour are we prepar-
e today I think to discard that in-
wtitution, even if the alleged wtupil-
ity of twelve men may have led one of
our judgesa to condemn it, Nay the
very fact thnt the judge permities
himself that unwonted llernse might
e reparded an an unfavourable re-
Heetiom un the judicial wisdom of the
Heueh, and an atgument ia favear
of the ratention of “the twelve gnod
wen aml irne™ as the flhnl judges.
{t Ix eertuinly not nmcommon newi-
days to hear the jury system ridi-
culed anrl conderned in lower places
than the courtzs of justice, but we
must unot take too seriously the cax-
nal judguents of a time that is :
soperticial on the one hand as it ix
profound on the other. It is rather
in fashion among tho:e who dn nat
discern the true inwardness of things
te depreciate  ancient  iostitntions
which huve stood the ahock of years.
Hut what would they propose to put
in place of the jury? Tinlil judges be-
come infallibia As well as incorrupf-

ible tlhere iz a plzin neca:sity {or
wines sort of anbstitute, and nona
that I have ever heard saggoested

coutd hope te scrve the ends of jus-
tice so fully well as the present ays-
tem.
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Out Friznd in the East.

Kipling™s dictum that *!
and west i5 west, and vever thae
vwain shall meet” may be $rue as
expressive of the radical and ineradic-
able antipathy hetween the two divis
sions of the race, For instance it i=
difficult to think of a Chinawman ever
secihiyr eve to eye with an English-
man. But such rapprochemients as
thut between CGreat  Dritain and
Japan, of which the cable informed
us last weel, are jnevitable. Yet,
does it not strike ua as strangze, this
meeting of the extremes aof the Old
Worlil, this clusping hands of the is-
lurd Hmpires of the European and
Asintic econifnents? Fver sinece Jupan
enme ta rank with the West as one
of the great naval Powers, the possi-
Willly ned exivability of -a lnropean
alliance las Leen present before her.
And, jn the same way, the Buropean
penples hwl aot ignored the walue of
suel a powerful ally in the Basi. Of
them all Jupan courted the friendship
af ireat Liritnin most, and Great Brit-
ain, both from the peint of view of
Lier own interest nugl her sympathy
with the progressive islanders, seem-
ed marked out ns Japans  natuaral
ollv.  All the same these couasidera-
tions never Lore fruit il the ather
day. Indeed, the newspaper aud re-
view worhd, which belleves it fore-
shadows where it doex noet direct
Beftain’s {oreign policy, had given up
all vefavenee 1o a Jda wese allianee
aned had 1aken to advocating o usion
with Jlussia or with Y o when, lo
ard behald! without warnivg this new
arrangement is sprung au us, We all
feel surprised, not fo sny a trifle tulen
ihaek, to find eurselves so suddenly
u relatinn by dipiematic marringe of
the Jups, whom we huve rather been
peeustomed to patronise v less in
evervday life thun in comic epera
mu=ical comedy. Treaties we
had many with blaclk as well as swhile
preoaple, nt 1 dou't kuow of auything
in the sable line that approsched the
wame dignity auwd eruality of give-
nnd-take on both sides as this cum-
paet with Jupan. The arrangement
ut once conredes the parity of posi-
tion in the European family which
Jupan politically and eammercially
has Leen striving afler. As the o'y
of “the mistress of the seas™  her
prestige goex up fifty per cent. She
can |peak of Yoo consin, Fugland,"
witlh A cerlain houphty confbdeonne
that doex nnt come unnatural ta the
Japanese. We, on the ather hamd,
will doulifless bave to e the jeal-
aus criticism of the Cavtinent 1hat
we had to g to the Foast for anoally,
and until we get el ol racind pre-
Judives we may be donliful s to the
nmonnt of ennliality we shonld extond
ta our new friend, But desplie ceridl-
rism pbroad and prejmlice o4 bhome
the volue af the sllinnee to Great
Dritain js indubituble.  Of coures, I

nt is east

Nuave

has ita duopers, an, for, Instance, the
chance of our plucky frieud jumplng
Irto quarrels precipitately becsuss be
¢an more uor lews depon on our belng
dragyred with Lim; but it has its sate-
guarda too.,
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The Royal State.
King Edward's first levee is dos-
cribed as having been an exceptivn-
ally ULrilliant funcilen, and it ia
underatood that in that respect it
foreshadows the large degree of
pomp @i eivcumstance with which
the King intemds to invest the Hogal
Court of Great Hritain. During the
long lifetime of Victorin tlers wan
camparatively little display in 1he
Court functions; more enpecially uf
later years this was the faze; and
the memory of the oldest inhabitanr
tues nnt nssociate pageantry with
the Royal Houre. And,  indeed,
thrangehout 1urope there 3 s nh-
sence to-diy in the regal entonrage
of those clements  of magnificence
which in nn earlier time doazzled the
eyves of the common herd. His Ma-
jesty the King wors about in snck
=nit und hard hai, and even his
Royal Cousin nf (icrmany, who al-
feets display more than any of the
crowned hends, is oceasionally attir-
el in sumbre tweeds, ta judge by the
photegraphs.  As to princes of the
blood, there nothing in thelr ap-
parel to distinguish them from the
poor bank elerk wha spenils a tentl
of his inrome on euss amd collara
uud ties, onless it is that Le is bet-
ter cuffed and collared and tied than
they. Now, you can’t conceive of
our English Harrys or French Louis
in such plebrian garb, We figure
them glittering with gold and purple,
ermine and<dinlonds, from their rin-
ing up to their lyiug down., Could
you fancy them for A momeut in
commoner's donblet and less? Yer-
hapz the historical perspective de-
teives a litlle, but -in thoso days,
when the male bird had noet relio-
guishierl hix nhatural prerogative ol
fine feathers, there wus an atmos-
phere of glory and effulyenca round
about a thrune which we have not
noewadays. and caunot have. The
fashion has changed to a ‘much more
smnbre key than ol yvore. ierhaps
our taste is mwore correet now, aud
we would find sauweh pageants as fill-

< <o

ed *“the spacious  1imes  of Ureat
Elizabeth™ somewhat tawdry and
waarisomie.  Then there is this great

difference hetween the Royal powmp
af to-day and that of the past. Whila
the lutter Linzoned itself before tha
eyes of an admirving  popnliuce, 1he
Court =plentdour 4 now—save on
speclal oceasions—reserved for the
eyey of the privileged few. Terliaps,
too, it woold mot Le mlvisahle in
theses ultva dermncratic days to give
too muele pualieity to thnt sort ot
thing.
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